a i 


i » FES es A ~ m 
a TOPO. Pay | hy! 
® Nabama an AP oy q 


rd Clemson 
>a iste i 
ria yx 


5 > ane 
1 |T 7 @ Wisconsin 
D Washington | 
be Miami 
@ Michigan... 


», PRICEY 
si =e ) 


J. 


a 2 


Oe a 


FBS HEISMAN HOPEFULS 
ISAFLPOSPECTS a Ta 


pars re Ley iste 


SPLAY UNTIL AUGUST 20, 2018 


ie 


tye 


i iN rai 


0""73917'64690" "6 


| SH us $8.99 streetandsmiths.com ty 


THE REST OF OUR 2018 LINEUP 


128 PAGES OF 


~]EAM PREVIEWS 
Fe ed 


2018 | BASEBALL 2018' COLLEGE & PREP FOOTBALL 
AVAILABLE DIGITALLY OR'BY ORDER ON NEWSSTANDS NOW 


“THE RUNNING. 
oe 


9 fe PAE 
tAMa . ’ 
— {(\8 L 7 = 
MM - 
: Uk BRE 
i mee — w — . r | 
FANTASY EOOTBALL COLLEGE, |PRO'&/ PREP’ BASKETBALL 
ON|NEWSSTANDS JUNE 26 ON'|NEWSSTANDS SEPTEMBER 18 


rea 


The Street & Smith's Yearbooks will also be available for all iOS devices on their 
_ newsstand release dates. Now you can read the magazines, watch videos and share 
your favorite content from your iPad, iPhone or iPod Touch. 


otreetas omith's 


=e = 


LET TERR ROM SRE EID OR 


Handicapping the Heisman 


he Heisman Trophy. 
No other sport has anything else quite like it. 
College football makes its MVP trophy a season- 
long race with such pomp and circumstance and 
a ceremony at the end that’s akin to the naming of a Nobel 
Prize winner. 

Actually, most of us can probably name more Heisman 
winners than Nobel recipients. I’m not ashamed to recite 
the bio of one Gino Torretta. 

Another guy who’s not—and has some definite opinions 
on who the winner will be this year—is Bill Bender, a regular 
contributor to this magazine who eats, sleeps and tweets 
about the game every day as the national college football 
writer for Sporting News. You'll note Bill’s excellent work 
in our “Scouting the Nation” section at the front of the 
book and his previews of Notre Dame and the other FBS 
independents on pages 164-168. 

With the Heisman top of mind, who better to ask 
about this year’s favorites? Since no player other than a 
quarterback or running back has won the award since 
1997, when Michigan defensive back Charles Woodson 
took home the hardware, Bender says you can narrow 
down the candidates rather quickly, 
looking no further than last year’s national 
championship game, where Alabama’s 
Tua Tagovailoa and Georgia’s Jake Fromm, 
both freshmen, put on a quarterbacking 
show that was decided in overtime by 
Tagovailoa’s 41-yard “walkoff” TD pass. 

“Now, that competition spills over into 
the 2018 Heisman Trophy race,” Bender 
says. “Alabama and Georgia are good bets to meet again in 
the SEC Championship Game, and Tagovailoa and Fromm, 
despite in-house competition, should be the quarterbacks 
that generate the most Heisman hype. Remember, this 
almost always is a quarterback award. It’s easy to vote for 
big-time QBs on big-time winners.” 

But is it too soon for these guys? After all, they’re only 
sophomores. 

“Tagovailoa is competing with two-year starter Jalen 
Hurts for the starting job, but the winner will be at the 
controls of a young and talented unit that might be Nick 
Saban’s most exciting offensive group yet,” Bender says. 
“Fromm threw for 24 scores and seven interceptions last 
season, and he’ll continue to build on that strong finish 
while competing with freshman Justin Fields.” 

Bender thinks their competition will come from a pair 
of running backs—Stanford’s Bryce Love and Wisconsin's 
Jonathan Taylor. Love was the Heisman runner-up last year 
after rushing for 2,118 yards and 19 touchdowns; Taylor ran 
for 1,977 yards and 13 scores as a freshman. 

“They are both candidates to rush for 2,000 yards,” 


HE 1 5 \ Stanford’s Bryce Love 
may get to do more 

than just pose with the 

Heisman Trophy this 

year, after finishing as 

% the runner-up to winner 
Baker Mayfield in 2017. 
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which Bender says would be hard to ignore. 

Behind them, Bender likes four quarterbacks: Arizona’s 
Khalil Tate, Auburn’s Jarrett Stidham, Penn State’s Trace 
McSorley and Mississippi State’s Nick Fitzgerald. Two, in 
particular, he says, will benefit from new, offense-minded 
head coaches. 

“Tate and (new Arizona coach) Kevin Sumlin should 
collaborate for big-time numbers in the Pac-12 South,” he 
says. “Fitzgerald will benefit from an offense designed by 
(new MSU coach) Joe Moorhead.” 

But wouldn’t it be great for the game—and the award-—if 
a defensive player won the trophy again, with Woodson 
being on hand in New York to watch. Clemson has an entire 
defensive line full of candidates—Christian Wilkins, Dexter 
Lawrence, Clelin Ferrell and Austin Bryant. The Tigers’ 
front four is so good that they take up all four D-line spots 
on our All-ACC Team on page 29. 

“The only problem is it’s impossible to pick just one of 
them,” Bender says. 

So let the race begin. 

Just don’t give us another Gino Torretta, please. 
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SCOUTING THE NATION 


Tired of seeing Alabama every season in the College Football 
Playoff? Tough. The Crimson Tide aren’t going anywhere. 


WHITHER PARITY 


Five schools have 75 percent of the College Football Playoff berths 
in the last four years. Is that bad for the game? 


BY BILL BENDER | Street & Smith's contributor 


an you count the true national 
championship contenders on one 
hand? 

Alabama, Clemson, Georgia, 

Ohio State, Oklahoma... 

Should we stop there? After 
all, those five schools have accounted 
for 12 of the 16 College Football Playoff 
berths and 15 of the 44 New Year’s Six 
spots given to Power Five conferences. 
All five schools just reeled in ridiculous 
recruiting classes and will be heavy 
favorites to win their conferences, with 
Alabama and Georgia destined for a 
rematch of last year’s title contest in this 
year’s SEC Championship Game. 

Dynasties come and go, but when 
you consider the foreseeable future for 
those five powerhouses, then it’s fair 
to ask whether college football is too 
top-heavy. 

We're not talking about gaps between 


the Power Five and Group of Five. Those 
continue to widen despite the UCF 
uprising, which resulted in the Knights 
claiming a national championship after 
being left out of the four-team playoff. 
We're talking about gaps within the 
Power Five. 

Get used to it. Those five powerhouses 
aren’t going anywhere. 

Alabama split two national 
championships around Clemson the last 
three seasons, and the two programs 
seem destined for Clemson-Alabama 
IV soon. Nick Saban can build around 
a young 2017 recruiting class that 
features quarterback Tua Tagovailoa, 
and the Tigers return a defensive line 
that could feature four first-round picks 
and a recruiting class that features No. 

1 quarterback Trevor Lawrence. The 
stiffest competition in the South figures 
to come from Georgia. Coach Kirby 
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HERMAN: RON JENKINS / AP = 


Smart has learned from the master 
(ex-boss Saban) and the Bulldogs are 
recruiting five-star talent in bulk again. 

Oklahoma seems fit for long-term 
success under coach Lincoln Riley, 
who is building on the steady Big 12 
championship diet predecessor Bob 
Stoops enjoyed in Norman. Ohio State 
remains the team to beat in the Big Ten 
because Urban Meyer simply recruits 
better than everybody else. 

So, where will that challenge come 
from? 

In the SEC, Auburn must travel-to 
Georgia and Alabama this year and the 
conference welcomes six new head 
coaches, including Florida’s Dan Mullen 
and Tennessee’s Jeremy Pruitt. 

Texas will be a chic Big 12 sleeper 
again, but Tom Herman’s team must live 
up to that hype on the field. Oklahoma 
State, TCU and West Virginia are among 
Top 25 schools that haven’t made the 
playoff breakthrough. 

The Pac-12 hasn’t won a playoff game 
since Oregon beat Florida State in 2014, 
and it’s on Miami, Florida State and 
others to challenge three-time defending 
ACC champion Clemson. 

The Big Ten, meanwhile, might be too 
good for its own good. Ohio State’s miss 
last year proved you can’t lose outside 
that competitive circle of Wisconsin, 
Michigan State, Michigan and Penn 


» 
! 


State. And with Scott Frost in Lincoln, 
that group may intlude Nebraska soon. 

There are contenders, but it still 
comes down to that one hand of true 
championship-caliber teams. With 
assistant coaches’ salaries rising and 
those gaps growing, it could become a 
problem. When you compare the four- 
team playoff to college hoops’ March 
Madness—where Loyola of Chicago made 
the Final Four last season—that contrast 
shows the lack of parity even among 
bluebloods. 

The NCAA men’s basketball 
tournament has seen three examples 
of the same two teams reaching the 
Final Four three times in four years. 
That happened with North Carolina and 
Kentucky from 1955-58, UCLA and North 
Carolina from 1967-69 and Cincinnati 
and Ohio State from 1960-62. There’s 
always variety. 

When most playoff projections this 
season will feature at least three teams 
in the Alabama/Clemson/Ohio State/ 
Oklahoma fantastic foursome, then it’s 
clear the four-team playoff doesn’t have 
that same variety. 

It’s not a problem yet, but if we’re 
watching the same reruns for the next 
four years, it could be. 

How do you stop it? Get that number 
of true national title contenders to the 
second hand. 


Tom Herman and his Texas Longhorns must live up to their 
@) sleeper hype on the field if they want to crash the CFP party. 
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2018 PRESEASON 
ALL-AMERICA TEAM 
FIRST TEAM 

OFFENSE 


» @B McKenzie Milton, Jr, UCF 

> RB Bryce Love, Sr., Stanford 

»RB Jonathan Taylor, So., Wisconsin 
» OL Trey Adams, Sr., Washington 

>» OL Beau Benzschawel, Sr. Wisconsin 
FOL GregLittle, Jr, Ole Miss 

> OL Jonah Williams, Jr, Alabama 

> OL Alex Bars, Sr, Notre Dame 

® TE NoahFant, Jr. !owa 

> WR A.J. Brown, Jr, Ole Miss 

> WR David Sills V, Sr, West Virginia 
>» MattGay, Sr, Utah 


DEFENSE 

> DL Nick Bosa, Jr., Ohio State 

> DL Ed Oliver, Jr, Houston 

>» DL Dexter Lawrence, Jr, Clemson 
> DL Christian Wilkins, Sr. Clemson 
» LB Cameron Smith, Sr, USC 

> LB Devin Bush, Jr, Michigan 

> LB T.J. Edwards, Sr., Wisconsin 

» DB Greedy Williams, So. LSU 

>» DB Jaquan Johnson, Sr, Miami (Fla.) 
> DB Mark Gilbert, Jr, Duke 

>» DB Taylor Rapp, Jr, Washington 
»P Corey Fatony, Sr., Missouri 


SECOND TEAM 

OFFENSE 

> @B Jarrett Stidham, Jr, Auburn 
»>RB_ Rodney Anderson, Jr., Oklahoma 
>RB Myles Gaskin, Sr, Washington 
> OL David Edwards, Jr., Wisconsin 
> OL Marcus Keyes, Jr, Oklahoma St. 
> OL Michael Jordan, Jr., Ohio State 
> OL Dalton Winer, Sr, Kansas State 
> OL Mitch Hyatt, Sr, Clemson 

> TE Kaden Smith, Jr, Stanford 

> WR N’Keal Harry, Jr., Arizona State 
>» WR Anthony Johnson, Sr., Buffalo 
»>K Austin Seibert, Sr., Oklahoma 


DEFENSE 

> DL Clelin Ferrell, Jr, Clemson _ 

> DL  Rashan Gary, Jr, Michigan 

> DL Raekwon Davis, Jr, Alabama 

> DL Austin Bryant, Sr, Clemson 

> LB Devin White, Jr, LSU 

> LB Anfernee Jennings, Jr., Alabama 
> LB JoshAllen, Sr, Kentucky 

> DB  Deandre Baker, Sr, Georgia 

> DB Mark McLaurin, Sr, Mississippi St. 
> DB Lukas Denis, Sr., Boston College 
» DB Clifton Duck, Jr, Appalachian St. 
>P Mitch Wishnowsky, Sr., Utah 
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SCOUTING THE NATION 


GOOD ISNT GOOD ENOUGH 


Alabama, Ohio State, Georgia and Florida are just a few of the 
schools with QB controversies heading into 2018 in what promises 


to be a year like never before at the game’s most important position. 


BY BILL BENDER | Sporting News 


fam lmost every year as billed as “The 
Py Year of the Quarterback.” 
The 2018 season could be the 
/ \\ “Year of the QB Controversy.” 

When Nick Saban turned to 
WB backup Tua Tagovailoa in the 
second half of last year’s College Football 
Playoff championship game against 


I 


- Georgia, it sent a message other teams 


are bound to follow. 


The starter last year might not be the 
starter this year, and the competitions 
for some playoff-contending teams will 
help define the college football season. 

Here’s a closer look at some of those 
QB battles: 


ALABAMA 
How can Nick Saban sit Tagovailoa 
now? The dynamic dual threat sparked 
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the Tide’s latest national title run, and 
he’s a charismatic leader who will be the 
favorite to start. Jalen Hurts, who is 26-2 
as a starter, could consider switching 
positions or transferring. It’s a dilemma 
Saban hasn’t faced in a while. 


GEORGIA 

This might seem ridiculous at first 
glance, but keep in mind that Jake 
Fromm pushed Jacob Eason (transferred 
to Washington) in spring practice last 
year. Fromm took advantage of Eason’s 
early-season injury and led the Bulldogs 
to an SEC championship. Justin Fields 
is the top-ranked dual-threat QB in the 
2018 class. Our guess? Fromm starts and 
coach Kirby Smart finds inventive ways 
to get Fields playing time. 
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CLEMSON 

Kelly Bryant is the starter after leading 
the Tigers to another ACC championship 
and CFP berth. Bryant faces stronger 
competition from Trevor Lawrence, a 
top recruit who comes with Deshaun 
Watson-level hype. And don’t forget 
about Hunter Johnson, who was close to 
winning the job in 2017. 


OHIO STATE 

Dwayne Haskins owns the early lead 
after a pinch-hit appearance in a 31-20 
victory over Michigan in 2017. He’ll 
battle Joe Burrow, a former Ohio Mr. 
Football, and Tate Martell, a highlight- 
ree] redshirt freshman. If Haskins wins, 
will somebody then transfer? 


usc 

Sam Darnold left for the NFL anda 
three-way race is on, with freshman 
JT Daniels being the most intriguing 
candidate. He should be able to push 
Matt Fink, a redshirt sophomore, and 


’ Jack Sears, a redshirt freshman, upon his 


arrival in the fall. 


FLORIDA STATE 

Willie Taggart will promote a wide- 
open competition between Deondre 
Francois—last year’s No. 1 who returns 
from a season-ending leg injury suffered 
against Alabama—and James Blackman, 
who improved with playing time filling 
in for Francois in 2017. 


FLORIDA 

First-year coach Dan Mullen will hold 
an open competition. Incumbent Feleipe 
Franks must improve because he’ll be 
pushed by true freshman Emory Jones, 
an early enrollee who flipped to Florida 
late in the recruiting cycle. 


MICHIGAN 

Ole Miss transfer Shea Patterson’s 
eligibility is a question mark, but he 
will still have to compete with Brandon 
Peters, who played the best for coach 
Jim Harbaugh in 2017. Redshirt freshman 
Dylan McCaffrey is also in the mix. This 
is a pressure-packed year for Harbaugh, 
so this decision will be made under a 
microscope. 


1: Alabama’s Jalen Hurts and Tua Tagovailoa 
won’t both be smiling once the Tide decide ona 
starter. 2: Brandon Wimbush will be pushed by 
lan Book at Notre Dame. 3: Top recruit Trevor 


Lawrence will provide stiff competition for 
Clemson’s Kelly Bryant. 4: Deondre Francois 
will have to prove he’s back from injury to beat 
out James Blackman at Florida State. 


NOTRE DAME 

Brian Kelly has another quarterback 
shuffle in South Bend after a 10-win 
season. The competition between 
Brandon Wimbush and Ian Book isn’t a 
novelty this time. Wimbush needs to be 
amore accurate passer and Book needs 
to cut down the turnovers. A rotation 
seems inevitable. 


TEXAS 

Shane Buechele and Sam Ehlinger 
need to show coach Tom Herman 
more production after combining for 18 
touchdowns and 11 interceptions in 2017. 
Herman needs one of these signal-callers 
to stand out in 2018. 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 


Street a Smith's 
SCOUTING THE NATION 


HERE'S A LOOK AT HOW WE'RE RANKING THE ANSWERS TO ALL THE HOT TOPICS ON 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL FANS' MINDS THIS PRESEASON. 


Clemson’s Christian Wilkins “\ 


TOP 5 DEFENSIVE LINES 


Defense wins championships. That starts with the defensive line. How 
good are defensive linemen these days? Houston’s Ed Oliver announced 
his intentions to enter the 2019 NFL Draft at spring practice. Oliver 
might be the best at his position in the game, but there are a few FBS 
schools with a ridiculous collection of talent up front. Here’s a look at 
the top five D-lines for 2018: 


1. CLEMSON 

It’s not an exaggeration to say Christian Wilkins, Clelin Ferrell, 
Austin Bryant and Dexter Lawrence could all be first-round draft 
picks in 2019. Oh, and five-star end K.J. Henry joins the mix. There’s 
a potential for all-time greatness here. 


2. OHIO STATE 

Nick Bosa is a candidate to be picked No. 1 in the 2019 NFL 
Draft, and Dre’Mont Jones bypassed this past draft. Jones and Robert 
Landers form a solid interior, and sophomore Chase Young is the 
next breakout star off the edge for the Buckeyes. 


3. ALABAMA 

Ends Raekwon Davis and Isaiah Buggs are All-America 
candidates, and there is depth with Johnny Dwight, Quinnen 
Williams, LaBryan Ray and Phidarian Mathis. The biggest addition, 
however, is new defensive line coach Craig Kuligowski, who was 
lured away from Miami (Fla.). 


4. MICHIGAN 

Coordinator Don Brown’s defense will get even better up front. 
Chase Winovich’s decision to return to school and play another year 
with “bookend” Rashan Gary means that tandem should combine for 
even more than the 14 sacks they did in 2017. Aubrey Solomon 
figures to enjoy a breakout season, and Bryan Mone adds depth 
inside. 


5. PENN STATE 

The Nittany Lions have depth. Shareef Miller, Torrence Brown, 
Ryan Buchholz and Shaka Toney can rotate at end, while Kevin 
Givens and Robert Windsor form a solid interior. Five-star freshman 
Micah Parsons arrives in the fall. 


Patrick Surtain Jr. 


TOP 5 IMPACT FRESHMEN 


Here’s who we’re expecting to be the top five impact 
freshmen for in 2018: 


1. PATRICK SURTAIN JR. CB, Alabama 

Surtain Jr.’s father, Patrick, enjoyed a solid 
NFL career, and his son’s highlight tape shows a 
6-2, 198-pound playmaker who will make an impact 
in the secondary for Nick Saban. 


2. TREVOR LAWRENCE GB, Clemson 

Lawrence comes to Clemson with hype on the 
level of former star Deshaun Watson, and that at 
least means the quarterback battle with Kelly 
Bryant should be interesting through fall camp. 
Lawrence broke Watson’s high school records in 
Georgia. Will he do the same for the Tigers? 


3. EMORY JONES GB, Florida 

Dan Mullen snagged a commitment from 
Jones shortly after arriving at Florida, and that 
should have a trickle-down effect on the rest of the 
offense if Jones is able to win the starting job as a 
freshman. 


4. ZAMIR WHITE RB, Georgia 

White suffered a torn ACL in his final high 
school season, but 2017’s top-ranked high school 
running back is on campus and should be available 
by the regular season. Fellow freshman James Cook 
adds more depth at the position for Georgia. 


5. DORIAN THOMPSON-ROBINSON 

QB, UCLA 
Thompson-Robinson arrived on campus early, 
which gives him a chance to compete for the 
starting job in Chip Kelly’s first season as head 
coach. The 6-2, 195-pound dual-threat quarterback 
from Bishop Gorman High School in Las Vegas 
needs to show he’s ready to play first. 


WILKINS: RICHARD SHIRO / AP; SURTAIN JR: LYNNE SLADKY / AP 


FISHER: SAM CRAFT / AP. SWIFT: JOHN BAZEMORE / AP 


TOP. 7 FIRST-YEAR COACHES 


The 2017-18 coaching carousel produced 21 changes across the 
FBS. Here’s a closer look at seven first-year coaches we expect to 
make the biggest impact on their programs this season: 


1. JIMBO FISHER Texas A&M 
»  Fisher’s time at Florida State ran its course, 
and he can flash a national championship ring at 
big-time prospects in the fertile recruiting 
grounds of Texas. That legitimizes a program 
looking to make its move in the SEC West. 


2. SCOTT FROST Nebraska 

Frost led Nebraska to a national championship as a 
quarterback in 1997. He’s a dynamic personality who flipped 
UCF from winless to undefeated in two seasons. If he has the 
same impact in Lincoln, then it won’t be long until the Huskers 
are competing for Big Ten titles. 


3. CHIP KELLY UCLA 

It’s good to have Kelly’s offensive mind back in the 
college game, and his knack for recruiting in Los Angeles and 
history of Pac-12 success make this hire the most intriguing of 
the cycle. 


4. DAN MULLEN Florida 

Mullen knows quarterbacks and how to put points on the 
board, and this SEC program has yearned for both since Urban 
Meyer left. Look for immediate improvements in Gainesville. 


5. KEVIN SUMLIN Arizona 
.* Sumlin lands in Tucson at the perfect time. He pairs well 
with Heisman Trophy contender Khalil Tate, and that will make 
the Wildcats a tough out in the Pac-12 South. 


6. WILLIE TAGGART Florida State 

Taggart leaves every program in better shape than he 
found it. The big difference in Tallahassee is that he’s expected 
to find a way to win national championships. 


T 7. JEREMY PRUITT Tennessee 

Vols athletic director Phillip Fulmer finally landed the 
Alabama defensive coordinator after a disastrous search 
process in Knoxville. Pruitt should instill toughness on the field 
and through recruiting for a program desperately in need of a 
jump-start in both areas. 


5 COACHES ON THE HOT SEAT 


Jim Harbaugh isn’t on the hot seat, OK? The fourth-year 
Michigan coach is coming off a five-loss season and holds a 1-5 
record against rivals Michigan State and Ohio State, but we're 
not quite ready to throw him on the coaching carousel (give us a 
season). However, a few other FBS coaches—we'll start with five— 
are sitting on hot seats and the temperature is rising: 


1. DAVID BEATY Kansas 

Expectations at Kansas are limited, but the Jayhawks are 
1-26 in Big 12 play the last three seasons. A Sept. 15 home game 
against Rutgers will be a telling barometer. 


2. LOVIE SMITH Illinois 
Smith inherited a mess, but the Illini haven’t made the 
same incremental progress as other Big Ten West schools. 


7 SUPER SOPHOMORES 


Only three running backs have won the Heisman Trophy since 
2000. It’s a short list that includes Reggie Bush (2005) and a 
pair of Alabama stars in Mark Ingram (2009) and Derrick Henry 
(2015). Stanford’s Bryce Love, the Heisman runner-up in 2017, will 
be a contender after deciding to stay in school. The other options, 
however, come from a star-studded sophomore class. Keep a 
Heisman watch on these talented backs in 2018: 
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1. JONATHAN TAYLOR Wisconsin 

Taylor finished 23 yards short of 2,000 yards as a 
freshman. He’s bound to join Melvin Gordon and Ron Dayne in 
that exclusive Wisconsin fraternity soon. 


2. TRAVIS ETIENNE Clemson 

Etienne scored 13 TDs on 107 carries as a freshman, a 
constant reminder of his explosive talent that will continue to 
develop over the next two years. Dabo Swinney will turn him 
loose this season. 


3. CAM AKERS Florida State 
Akers rushed for 1,024 yards as a freshman and should 
be a big piece of the FSU offense in Willie Taggart’s first season. 


4. J.K. DOBBINS Ohio State 

Dobbins averaged 7.2 yards per carry as a freshman ina 
time-share with Mike Weber, but we’re expecting more as Ohio 
State switches quarterbacks. 


5. D’ANDRE SWIFT Georgia 

Swift averaged 7.6 yards per 
carry in 2017 and took full advantage 
of opportunities behind Nick Chubb 
and Sony Michel. Now, the five-star 
rusher gets his chance to be the 
feature back for the Bulldogs. 


6. NAJEE HARRIS Alabama 

Harris averaged 6.1 yards per carry as a freshman in 
Alabama’s loaded backfield. Now, the question becomes 
whether he can take control of that rotation in Tuscaloosa. 


7. STEPHEN CARR USC 

Carr totaled 551 yards from scrimmage as a freshman, but 
his production could be off the charts at USC with a heavier 
workload. 


Illinois can’t go winless in conference play again in 2018. 


3. ED ORGERON LSU 

Life isn’t fair in the SEC West, and Orgeron is banking on 
new offensive coordinator Steve Ensminger. That staffing 
switch will be overscrutinized against a brutal schedule. 


4. KALANI SITAKE BYU 

The Cougars fell to 4-9 in their second season under 
Sitake, and that’s not the right look for a proud program trying 
to increase its profile to get into a Power Five conference. 
Brigham Young faces Arizona, Wisconsin and Washington on 
the road in September, too. 


5. KLIFF KINGSBURY Texas Tech 

The Red Raiders haven’t finished higher than fifth in the 
Big 12 under Kingsbury, who owns a 16-29 record in conference 
play. 
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HIGH-PRICED COORDINATORS 


On top of paying new head coach Scott Frost (right) $35 million over seven years—a school 
record for a coach in any sport—Nebraska athletic director Bill Moos gave Frost a $5 million 
pool for his assistants, more than a million dollars higher than the staff was paid in 2017. 


~ PRICEY EUTENANTS 


Across big-time college football, head coaches at Power Five 
schools are paying their most trusted coordinators millions of 
dollars tq stay put and keep them from taking head-coaching 
jobs at smaller schools. Are they worth all that money? 


BY MICHAEL BRADLEY 
Street & Smith’s correspondent 


ou can bet Mario Cristobal was 
elated when Oregon decided to 
elevate him to head coach last 
December after the Ducks cut ties 
‘with Mark Helfrich. He was even 
happier to find that other key members of 
the staff—even one who had hoped to get 
the top job-decided to stick around. 
' For the right price, of course. 
Loyalty only goes so far. Cash 
completes the journey. Defensive 
coordinator Jim Leavitt remained in 


Eugene, but not before he negotiated a 
new four-year deal that will pay him an 
average of $1.7 million a year. Marcus 
Arroyo, who had shared offensive- 
coordinator duties with Cristobal in 2017, 
received a $350,000 raise—to $750K— 
over last season’s salary. 

“Consistency in a program is No. 1,” 
Cristobal says. “Once you install schemes 
and use certain terminology, the last 
thing you want is change.” 

Stability is a big thing for players and 
recruits, and schools are increasingly 
willing to pay for it. In 1995, Florida 
State’s Bobby Bowden was the first 
head coach to earn a million dollars a 


year. Today, head-coaching salaries are 
soaring. Alabama’s Nick Saban made $11.1 
million last year, and nine others earned 
at least $5 million. If the head honchos 
are raking in that kind of dough, it stands 
to reason their trusted lieutenants will be 
cashing in, too. 

Over the winter, LSU bestowed a four- 
year, $10 million contract on defensive 
coordinator Dave Aranda, in order to 
prevent him from defecting to Texas 
A&M. Clemson gave DC Brent Venables a 
three-year, $6 million deal. How crazy has 
this all become? According to USA Today, 
five Georgia assistants will make at least 
$825,000 in 2018. Five years ago, only 
five assistants in all of the FBS earned that 
much. 

“The market is what the market is,” 
Nebraska athletic director Bill Moos says. 
“If you want to run with the big dogs, you 
have to pay the big dollars. That’s a fact 
of life.” 

Moos sure knows about that. In 


MOOS, FROST: NATI HARNIK / AP 


VENABLES: J PAT CARTER / AP 


addition to paying new head coach Scott 
Frost $35 million over seven years—a 
school record for a coach in any sport— 
Moos gave Frost a $5 million pool for 

his assistants, more than a million over 
what predecessor Mike Riley paid his 
Cornhusker staff in 2017. 

“T’ve been in this business since when 
you paid head coaches only two or 
three million a year,” Moos says. “That 
evolved real fast.” 

In today’s big-money college football 
environment, it is becoming increasingly 
imperative that head coaches keep 
their coordinators on staff for as long 
as possible. Cristobal mentions the 
importance of maintaining consistency 
of scheme, and that is indeed a very big 
deal. Upheaval can torpedo momentum, 
and having top coaches to direct each 
side of the ball, handle the majority of 
game-planning responsibilities and call 
plays is vital in the short and long terms. 

“Continuity with players affects 
recruiting,” South Carolina coach Will 
Muschamp says. “Players want to know 
what kind of scheme and system they 
will be playing in. They want to know 
the track record of the person in charge 
and how they will be coached. So, to 
have continuity at that position is critical 
to success.” 

Muschamp put his theory into 
practice during the offseason by 
increasing DC Travaris Robinson’s deal 
from $750,000 a year to $1.2 million per. 
“Keeping T-Rob was critical, that’s for 
sure,” says Muschamp. 

Muschamp, who was a defensive 
coordinator at LSU, Texas and Auburn, 
says he and Robinson “think the same,” 
a big reason why Muschamp wants him 
to stick around. They may not agree 
on everything, but their shared vision 
for the defense makes it easier for the 
Gamecocks to have stability on that side 
of the ball. 

And the big salary keeps Robinson 
around Columbia. Muschamp doesn’t 
want the 36-year-old former Auburn 
safety lured away for another DC job at 
a perennial power, but he also wants 
to fend off the advances of smaller 
schools outside of the Power Five 
that might think about Robinson for a 
head-coaching vacancy. It’s attractive for 
coaches to run their own programs, but 
is it better to earn $1.2 million and run 
the defense at an SEC school or to make 
less than that as the boss at a Conference 
USA program? 

“T-Rob, as young as he is, he has 
to be careful with jobs he considers,” 
Muschamp says. “I tell the story that 
I had multiple (head-coaching) offers 
from smaller schools—good schools—but 


Clemson DC Brent Venables received a new three- 
year, $6 million deal after last season. 


I didn’t want to leave Auburn, Texas or 
LSU for any of those opportunities. They 
weren’t necessarily better than what I 
have. These (coordinators) have to think 
about that if they take a head-coaching 
job because it may not be as good as 
what they have.” 

Another reason for the big salaries is 
the ever-growing list of responsibilities 
for head coaches, both on and off the 
field. Though most of them insist they 
are “in every meeting,” there is no way 
they can assemble game plans, make 
calls during games, handle personnel 
decisions and recruit while still dealing 
with the myriad responsibilities of 
the man on top. Having experienced, 
dependable coordinators to run each 
side of the ball makes their lives a lot 
easier. 

Interestingly, the really big money 
tends to settle on the defensive side of 
the ball. Of the 12 highest-paid assistants 
in 2017, eight of them were defensive 
coordinators. That makes sense, since 
high-powered offenses are all over the 
college landscape and stopping them 
isn’t easy. Programs capable of finding 
coordinators with schemes that can slow 
the spread-offense craze have to pay. 
And no matter how outlandish it seems, 
the salaries keep growing. 

“The market is what it is,” Cristobal 
says. “Poaching (assistant coaches) is 
a huge part of the business, and every 
program is trying to be as consistent as it 
can be for as long as it can be. 

“I don’t think the trend is going to 
stop.” 


MW NEXT UP 


THE NATION’S HOTTEST 
COORDINATORS 

As the 2017 college coaching 
replacement drama played out, 
plenty of established head coaches 
changed schools, looking for better 
opportunities and more money. 

But some top coordinators moved 
from second-in-command to the Big 
Headphone Set. 

Joe Moorhead went from directing 
Penn State's high-powered attack to 
the top job at Mississippi State. Jeremy 
Pruitt took advantage of Alabama's 
national title to land the head-coaching 
spot at Tennessee. And Josh Heupel 
moved on from the OC spot at Missouri 
to UCF, hoping to continue the 
prosperity in Orlando begun by Scott 
Frost, who is now at Nebraska. 

You can bet there will be some 
similar movement this December when 
schools look for new coaches. Here 
are some of the top candidates to take 
steps forward: 


DAVE ARANDA LSU DC: He's making 
$2.5 million per year with the Tigers, so 
he isn’t going to be looking for a spot 
in the Sun Belt. But Aranda is highly 
organized and calls a great game. 

He's not a vibrant personality, but it’s 
impossible to ignore his results. 

MANNY DIAZ Miami DC: The 
Hurricanes’ D slipped back a bit from 
Diaz’s 2016 debut, when Miami ranked 
12th nationally in scoring defense, 
but Diaz has an excellent reputation 
for developing schemes and is a fine 
recruiter who will attract attention next 
offseason. 

TONY GIBSON West Virginia DC: 
There may not be a harder job in 
college football than Big 12 defensive 
coordinator, but Gibson has risen to the 
top of the conference, something that 
should resonate with those hiring new 
program leaders. 

TEE MARTIN USC OC: Martin has 
been responsible for some big offensive 
performances in Troy and is known as 
an outstanding recruiter, two resume 
items that should be quite attractive to 
athletic directors. 

BRENT VENABLES Clemson DC: 
Venables has been a stalwart on the 
Tiger sideline, but at some point a 
big-time program is going to steal him 
away from Dabo Swinney and give him 
a team of his own. 

Others to consider: Tony Elliott, OC, 
Clemson; Pep Hamilton, Passing Game 
Coordinator, Michigan; Jim Leavitt, DC, 
Oregon; Mike Yurcich, OC, Oklahoma 
State. 
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PLAYERS 


TRANSFERS ELIGIBLE IN 2018 

Ghristion Abercrombie —_ Illinois Tennessee State 

Sean Adesanya® Mlinois Central Michigan 

Terrence Alexander® Stanford LSU 

Sam Allen San Jose State Texas-Permian Basin 

Jack Allison Miami (Fla.) West Virginia 

Taijh Alston East Carolina Copiah-Lincoln CC 

Calvin Anderson* Rice Texas 

Deontay Anderson Ole Miss Houston 

Devin Anderson East Carolina 

Marcus Applefield* Rutgers Virginia 

Devin Asiasi Michigan UCLA 

Treavery Toledo Rutgers 

Billy Bahl Miami (Ohio) Ashland 

Charles Baldwin* Kansas 

Christian Beard UCF Baylor 

Shadell Bell* Clemson 

Philip Benker Indiana UT Martin 

Kenny Bigelow* USC West Virginia 

Paris Black” Wake Forest 

Karsen Block Louisiana Washington State 

Kadin Booker Ball State Rhode island 

Titus Booker Wisconsin Southern Illinois 

Parker Boudreaux Notre Dame UG 

Verzell Boulware” Tennessee Miami (Fla,) 

Trevor Bowens Utah State Eastern Washington 

Brandon Boyce Duke South Florida 

Bronson Boyd Texas Tech Utah 

Ryan Boyle” lowa 

Johnathan Brantley Tulane Eastern Illinois 

Keegan Brewer Kansas North Texas 

Dru Brown* Hawaii Oklahoma State 

Leeward Brown Tulane Alabama State 

Joe Brown* BYU West Virginia 

Mekhi Brown Alabama Tennessee State 

Melton Brown Georgia Southern Furman 

Tony Brown Texas Tech Colorado 

Cole Brownholtz Hawaii Incarnate Word 

Wade Buckman Purdue Western Michigan 

fan Bunting* Michigan California 

Rodjay Burns Ohio State Louisville 

Frank Burton Ill Ball State Delaware 

A.J. Bush* Virginia Tech Iinois 

Jaberi Butler Abilene Christian Penn State 

K.J. Carta-Samuels* Washington Colorado State 

Kam Carter Pittsburgh Duquesne 

Gatlin Casey* Lehigh Middle Tennessee 

Kolney Cassel’ Sacramento State Hawaii 

Kaleb Chalmers South Carotina 

Isaiah Chambers Tu Houston 

Keller Chryst* Stanford Tennessee 

Chris Chugunov* West Virginia 

Najee Clayton Rutgers Western Michigan 

Jayson Clements* Baylor Stephen F. Austin 

Dylan Collie” Hawaii BYU 

Michael Collins Pennsylvania a) 

Jesse Conners Holy Cross Syracuse 

John Cook* Central Arkansas 

Terrick Cooper Clemson Jacksonville State 

Josh Covey Texas Stephen F. Austin 

Demry Croft Minnesota Tennessee State 

Jordan Cronkrite Florida South Florida 

Glen Cuiellette Tulane Texas Southern 

Elijah Cunningham Bowling Green Saginaw Velley State 

Alec Dana* Utah 

Corey Dauphine Texas Tech Tulane 

Stephen Davis Jr. Auburn South Carolina 

Brandon Dawkins* Arizona Indiana 

Ricky DeBerry* Oklahoma 

Jean Delance Texas Florida 

Koy Detmer BYU Texas A&M-Kingsville 

Blake Dever Savannah State Arkansas State 

Messiah deWeaver Michigan State East Mississippi CC 

Junior Diaz* Tulane Florida Atlantic 

Brayden Dickey* Washington New Mexico 

Kano Dillon* South Florida 

Winston Dimel* Kansas State 

Ben DiNucci Pittsburgh James Madison 

Quinten Dormady* Tennessee Houston 

Kevin Dove UTEP Texas Southern 

Juwan Dowels* Syracuse 

Marlon Dunlap North Carolina Florida 

Jovon Durante West Virginia Florida Atlantic 

Adam Eastwood San Diego State Montana 

Marshall Ellick Temple Stony Brook 

Jordan Elliott Texas Missouri 

Daivon Ellison Syracuse Duquesne 
MITH ILLEGE FO 


‘COACHES 
FBS COACHING CHANGES 


SCHOOL 
Arizona Rich Rodriguez Kevin Sumlin 
Arizona State Todd Graham Herm Edwards 
Arkansas Bret Bielema Chad Mors 
Florida Jim McElwain Dan Mullen 
Florida State Jimbo Fisher Willie Taggart 
Georgia Southern Tyson Summers had Lunsford 
Kent State Paul Haynes Sean Lewis 
Loulsiana Mark Hudspeth Billy Napier 
Hississippi State Dan Mullen Joe Moorhead 
Nebraska Mike Riley Scott Frost 
Ole Miss Hugh Freeze Matt Luke* 
Oregon Willie Taggart Mario Cristobal 
Oregon State Gary Andersen Jonathan Smith 
Rice David Bailiff Mike Blomgren 
SMU Chad Morris Sonny Dykes 
South Alabama Joey Jones Steve Campbell 
Tennessee Butch Jones Jeremy Pruitt 
Texas A&H Kevin Sumlin Jimbo Fisher 
UC Scott Frost Josh Heupel 
UCLA Jim Mora Chip Kelly 
UTEP Sean Kugler Dana Dimel 
“Served as interim coach in 2017 


PLAYER FORMER TEAM NEW TEAM 


Keller Farni South Alabama Navy 

Kevin Feder Ohio State 

Breiden Fehoko Texas Tech isu 

Jazz Ferguson (su Northwestern State 
Jaleel Fields* West Virginia 

Eddy Fish Illinois Boston College 
Denzel Fisher* UCLA West Virginia 
Tom Flacco Western Michigan Rutgers 

Jared Folks Temple East Tennessee State 
Jaylan Foster Gardner-Webb South Carolina 
Korie Frausto Army West Point Oklahoma State 
Jordan Fredericks Syracuse Massachusetts 
Jacob Free Vanderbilt Northwest Mississippi CC 
Jake Fruhmorgen Gemson Baylor 

Kainoa Fuiava BYU Idaho State 

C.J. Fuller* Clemson 

Gabe Fuselier Louisiana Nicholls 

Tipa Galeai Tu Utah State 

Eric Gallon il Virginia Kansas State 
Andrew Gantz* Cincinnati Northern illinois 
Jeff George Jr.” Iinois 

Malik George Stephen F. Austin Louisiana 

Zack Gilbert Pittsburgh Arizona Western JC 
Jonathan Giles Texas Tech LSU 

Armanii Glaspie Tu SMU 

Dion Goldbourne Maryland UT Martin 
Preston Gordon* Rice Texas Tech 

Bailey Granier* Vanderbilt Tulane 

Malik Gray East Carolina 

Dahu Green Oklahoma Arkansas Stale 
Jalen Greene* USC Ilinois 

Marcus Griffin® Arizona Central Michigan 
Stephen Griffin Tennessee NC State 

Bailey Hale* Eastern NewMexico Louisiana Tech 
Cooper Hardin Navy Furman 

Madre Harper Oklahoma State Southern Illinats 
Drake Harris* Michigan Western Michigan 
Drue Harris Army West Point Colorado State 
Hunter Hartis Kansas Tu 

LeDarrius Harris Colorado State-Pueblo Texas State 
Romello Harris Washington State Fresno State 

Reid Harrison-Ducros Boise State Duquesne 

Wick Harvey* Texas A&M 

Jovani Haskins Miami (Fla.) West Virginia 
Terran Hasselbach* Colorado 

Kierre Hawkins Ohio State Youngstown State 
Jay Hayes* Notre Dame Oklahoma 

Josh Hayes Purdue Eastern Kentucky. 
Damon Hazelton Ball State Virginia Tech 
Dominique Heath* Kansas State Appalachian State 
Cole Hedlund* Arkansas North Texas 

Roy Hemsley” USC Arizona State 
Troy Henderson” Syracuse 

Tommy Herion lowa New Hampshire 
Jake Hescock Wisconsin UCF 

Hayes Hicken Utah UNL 


FCS COACHING CHANGES 


Alabama A&M James Spady Connell Maynor 
Alabama State Brian Jenkins Donald Hill-Eley 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff Monte Coleman Cedric Thomas 
Central Arkansas Steve Campbell Nathan Brown 
Davidson Paul Nichols Scott Abell 
Delaware State Kenny Carter Rod Milstead 
East Tennessee State Carl Toroush Randy Sanders 
Florida A&M Alex Wood Willie Simmons 
Fordham Andrew Breiner Joe Conlin 
Hampton Connell Maynor Robert Prunty 
Holy Cross Tom Gilmore Bob Chesney 
Incarnate Word Larry Kennan Eric Morris 
Hississippl Valley State Rick Comeay Vincent Dancy 
Montana Bob Stitt Bobby Hauck 
Morgan State Fred Farrier Ernest Jones 
North Carolina A&T Rod Broadway Sam Washington 
North Carolina Central Jerry Mack Granville Eastman 
Northwestern State Jay Thomas Brad Laird 
Prairie View A&M Willie Simmons Eric Dooley 
Robert Morris John Banaszak Bernard Clark Jr. 
Southeastern Louisiana Ron Roberts Frank Scelfo 
Tennessee Tech Marcus Satterfield Dewayne Alexander 
Western Illinois Charlie Fisher Jared Elliott 
Wofford Mike Ayers Josh Conklin 


PLAYER FORMER TEAM NEW TEAM 


Jon Hilliman* Boston College Rutgers 

Tabarl Hines* Wake Forest 

Tristen Hoge Notre Dame BYU 

Joshuwa Holloman Cincinnati Eastern Michigan 
Kevin Howell Nevada Cal Poly 

Jordan Hoy Old Dominion lamar 

Cordell Hudson* Syracuse Middle Tennessee 
Casey Hughes* Utah Michigan 
Honterio Hunt Marshall Northwest Mississippi CC 
Jalen Hurd Tennessee Baylor 

Paul Hurley Northern Michigan Central Michigan 
Thomas Hutchings Boise State Stephen F. Austin 
Julian Hylton® Illinois 

Shane Hynes* Kent State South Carolina 
J.T. tbe" Rice South Carolina 
Tucker Israel* Gemson 

Chris James* Illinois 

Dallas Jeanty Wisconsin Navy 

Bryan Jefferson Boise State Bethune-Cookman 
Shawn Jennings Alabama South Alabama 
Jawuan Johnson* Northern illinois Tu 

Kendall Johnson Jr.” Nevada Louisiana 
Keyshawn Johnson Jr. Nebraska Arizona 
‘WJohnson Penn State Cincinnati 
Isaiah Johnson-Mack Washinaton State Duquesne 

Marcel Joly" lowa 

Austin Jones* Temple Alabama 

Chris Jones Coastal Carolina Gardner-Webb 
Tristin Kamaka Midland (Neb.) Hawaii 

Hayden Kingston Wake Forest UCF 

Dylan Klumph* California Arizona 

Camrin Knight Florida Georgia State 
Matt Krause Central Michigan Wayne State 
Taran Lambert Memphis Southern Miss 
Tate Leavitt* Kentucky Indiana State 
Lucas LeGrand* lowa 

Fua Leilua Oklahoma State Utah State 

Caleb Lewis {su Robert Morris 
Cortez Lewis* Wake Forest 

Marcus Lewis Florida State Maryland 
Rayshad Lewis Utah State Maryland 

Xavier Lewis {su Southeastern Louisiana 
Tommy Liesveld Saginaw Valley State Michigan State 
Jacob Limbach Indianapolis Indiana 

Nick Linder* Miami (Fla.) Indiana 

Ben line Robert Morris Michigan State 
Brian Lipscomb* VMI Kansas 

James Lockhart Texas A&M Baylor 

Madre London* Michigan State Tennessee 
Kentrell Love Washington Riverside CC 
Tshiyombu Lukusa Michigan State Arizona 

Thomas MacVittie Pittsburgh Mesa (C 

Austin Maloata Oregon Austin Peay 

Alex Malzone* Michigan Miami (Ohio) 
Logan Marchi Temple East Tennessee State 
Jah-Maine Martin Coastal Carolina North Carolina A&T 


PLAYER FORMER TEAM NEW TEAM 


Torrance Marable 
SciMartin 

Moses Marshall IV 
Hichael Mathewes* 
Connor Mayes 

PJ. Mbanasor 
Brice McAllister* 
Jalan McClendon* 
Garrald McDowell” 
WJ. McGriff 
Brandon Mcllwain 
Travon McHillian* 
Viliamu McMoore 
Shaedon Meadors* 
Gabe Megginson 
Derrian Meminger 
Grant Merka 
Richard Merritt 

JT Mertz 

Stefano Millin’® 
Gardner Minshew* 
Jordan Hittie* 
Isaac Mize 
Harrison Hoon* 
Richard Moore 
James Morgan* 
Chawntez Hoss 
Thaddeus Moss 
Bry'Kiethon Mouton 
Juwan Hoye 

Hatt Naranjo 

Tyler Natee 
Patrick Nelson® 
JustinNwachukwu 
Ohi Obialo 

Tito Odenigho* 
Alex Ofodile* 
Bubba Ogbebor 
Jae'Lon Oglesby 
Khalil Oliver* 
Kingsley Onyitioha 
Christian Owens 
Darrion Owens* 
KKPadello 

Tony Palmer 
Jacob Park 

Daniel Parr 
Charlie Patrick 
Fanupo Peapealalo 
Spencer Perry 
Steve Petrick 


Hichiah Quick 
Adam Raschilla 
Ray Raulerson 
GReese 

Hunter Register 
Damontay Rhem 
Taylor Riggins 
Jabril Robinson* 
John Robinson IV 
Owen Rogers* 
Ricky Rogers* 
T.J. Roundtree’ 
Brock Ruble* 
George Rushing* 
Ismail Saleem 
Traveon Samuel” 
Kayton Samuels* 
Daniel Santacaterina 
Noah Sargent 
Mavin Saunders* 
Derrell Scott 

Aria Seei 

Evan Shirreffs* 
Alec Shriner 

Jack Shutack 

TJ. Simmons 
Raelon Singleton* 
Dean Sise 

Darius Slade 
Garrett Smith* 
Jalen Smith 
0J.Smith 

Wilton Speight* 
Shawn Stankavage* 
Daeshawn Stephens 
Terence Stephens 
Bryce Sterk 

Jeff Stone 

Hate Strong 
TreStrong 

Alex Stump 
Frank Sumpter 
WillSunderland 


Presbyterian 
(su 

Kansas 
Colorado 
Minnesota 
Oklahoma 
Connecticut 

N.C State 

Ole Miss 

Illinols 

South Carolina 
Virginia Tech 
Utah State 
Appalachian State 
Illinois 

Indiana 
McNeese 
Maryland 
Stetson 
KentState 

East Carolina 
Texas State 
Gemson 
Mississippi State 
Texas A&M 
Bowling Green 
Pittsburgh 

N.C State 

LSU 

Virginia 

New Mexico 
Indiana 

Wlinois 

Northern illinois 
Oklahoma State 
Ilinots 

Oregon 

Boise State 
Memphis 
Orecon 

lamar 

South Carolina 
Miami (Fla.) 
Southern Oregon 
Northern Michigan 
lowa State 
Florida Atlantic 
Georgia State 
Graceland (Iowa) 
Notre Dame 
Temple 

Duke 

Pittsburgh 

lowa 

Oklahoma 
Western Kentucky, 
West Virginia 
Kansas State 
Minnesota 

UNC Pembroke 
Massachusetts 
Clemson 
Connecticut 
Arizona State 
West Virginia 
Louisville 
Florida State 
Wisconsin 

Troy 

Louisville 
Syracuse 
Northern iltinols 
Saginaw Valley State 
Florida State 
East Carolina 
William Penn (lowa) 
Miami (Fla.) 
West Virginia 
Rutgers 
Alabama 

Utah 

Navy 

Ohio State 
Louisiana-Monroe 
Fresno State 
Alabama 
Michigan 
Vanderbilt 

NC State 
Bowling Green 
Washington 
Saginaw Valley State 
Missouri 
Montana State 
Ohio State 
Illinois 
Oklahoma 


Coastal Carolina 
East Mississippi CC 
Alabama State 


el 

Louisville 
Massachusetts 
Baylor 

Louisiana 

Akron 

California 
Colorado 

Arizona Western JC 
Illinois 

Illinois State 
Alcorn State 

UTSA 

Arizona Western JC 
Florida State 
Pittsburgh 
Washington State 
Kansas State 
Georgia 
Chattanooga 

SMU 

Florida International 
Grand Valley State 
1suU 

Nicholls 

James Madison 
Bowling Green 
Montana State 


North Carolina A&T 
Marshall 

Miami (Fla.) 
Missouri 
Arkansas State 
Stephen F. Austin 
Missouri 

Texas State 
Georgia State 
Houston 

Hawaii 

Central Michigan 


Duquesne 
Kennesaw State 
Hawaii 

South Alabama 
Robert Morris 
South Florida 
Howard 
Southern illinols 
Fresno State 
lowa Western CC 
Eastern Kentucky 
UTEP 

Southern 

N.C State 
Buffalo 


Tennessee State 
Baylor 


Colorado State 
Toledo 
Buffalo 
Alabama State 
Troy 


Southeast Missouri 
Michigan State 
Kansas 


Hawaii 
Charlotte 
St.Francis (Pa.) 
Colorado 

West Virginia 


Eastern Washington 
Arizona State 


Texas State 
Minnesota 

UGA 

Rice 

North Carolina Central 
Robert Morris 
Montana State 
Central Michigan 
Southern Illinois 
Uteh 

Vanderbilt 
Eastern Kentucky 
Troy 


PLAYER FORMER TEAM NEW TEAM 


Corey Sutton 
David Tachie 
Leevel Tatum III 
Ainuu Taua® 
Elijah Taylor 
Wayne Tel-Kirby 
Alante Thomas 
Derrek Thomas” 
Parker Thome* 
Dylan Thompson* 
Alex Thomson* 
Tre’ Threat 

Kevin Thurmon 
Ryan Tice* 

Will Tommie 

Cole Tracy* 
‘Aamir Trapp 

Tyler Traylor 
Casey Tucker* 

Joe Tulkuafu 

Sid Turnbull 
Montgomery VanGorder* 
Yale Van Dyne 
Ke'Shawn Yaughn 
Louis Vecchio* 
Chason Virgil 
Darius Wade* 
Roland Walder 
Danny Walker 
Lee Walker* 
Vernon Walker 
Jaylen Waters 

Tre Watson* 

Tre Watson* 

Jalen Watts-Jackson* 
Maurice Ways* 
Jack Wegher 
Quaide Weimerskirch” 
Brady White* 
Boosie Whitlow 
Tyler Wiegers* 
Jalen Williams 
Mason Williams 
Preston Williams 
Rodney Williams* 
Terence Williams* 
Girls Williamson 
Ryan Willis 
Jeremy Winchester* 
Maverick Wolfley 
Trevor Wood" 
Isaiah Woods 

C.J. Worton 
Tommy Wyatt 
Rock Ya-Sin 

Ben Zahniser 
Marvin Zanders* 
Jake Zilinskas 


Kansas State 
Central Arkansas 
UNLY 

UCLA 

Notre Dame 
Oregon 
Saginaw Valley State 
Temple 
Columbia 
Ohio State 
Wegner 
Auburn 

Ball State 
Michigan 
Tusculum 
Assumption 
Gemson 
Gicinnati 
Stanford 

Utah State 
Northern Colorado 
Notre Dame 
lows 

Iilinois 
Pennsylvania 
Fresno State 
Boston College 
Kentucky 
Kansas State 
Colorado 
Middle Tennessee 
Minnesota 
California 
Illinois 
Michigan State 
Michigan 
Purdue 
Georgia Tech 
Arizona State 
South Carolina 
lowa 

isu 
Pennsylvania 
Tennessee 
Syracuse 
Baylor 

Florida 
Kansas 
Houston 

West Virginia 
Arizona 
Washington 
Florida 
Temple 
Presbyterian 
Minot State 
Missouri 

John Carroll 


Appalachian State 
Texas State 
Fresno State 
Nevada 

Eastern Kentucky 
BYU 

Michigan State 
Baylor 

Vanderbilt 
Virginia 

Marshall 
Jacksonville State 
Arkansas State 
Tennessee 

South Carolina 
LSU 

Furman 

Bowling Green 
Arizona State 

BYU 

Houston 
Youngstown State 
Minnesota 
Vanderbilt 
Vanderbilt 
Southeastern Louisiana 
Delaware 
Bowling Green 
Northern Iiinols 


Bethune-Cookman 
Southern illinois 


Maryland 


California 
Northern lowa 
West Florida 
Memphis 
Louisville 
Eastern Michigan 
Louisiana 

Duke 

Colorado State 


Minnesota 
Virginia Tech 


Akron 
Texas A&M 
Portland State 
Florida International 
Rutgers 
Temple 
Hawaii 
North Carolina Central 
Pittsburgh 
“Graduate Transfer 


TRANSFERS ELIGIBLE IN 2019 
PLAYER Te ET 


Abdul Adams 
Jacquez Adams 
Jordan Adams 
JD Alexander 
Ravon Alexander 
Jerod Alton 
Cortez Alston 
Ghristian Applewhite 
Quinton Baker 
Andy Bien-Aime 
Andrew Boselli 
El Brown 

Devin Buckner 
Alex Bush 
David-Michael Carrell 
Julian Carter 
Harvey Clayton Jr. 
Ronald Cochran 
Kenneth Coleman 
Will Collins 

Sam Connolly 
Cam Cooper 

10 Craighton 
Elijah Daniels 
Elisha Daniels 
Kyle Davis 

Jack DeFoor 

Trey Derouen 
Breon Dixon 
Kevin Dominique 
Aris Duffey 

‘Adam Dulka 

Brad Earnest 
Jacob Eason 


Oklahoma 

West Virginia 
West Virginia 
Arizona State 
Boise State 
Missouri 

Georgia Tech 
Mary Hardin-Baylor 
Western Kentucky 
Florida Atlantic 
Florida State 
Kentucky 
Arkansas 

Tu 

Southern 

Boise State 

Illinois 

Mississippi State 
Presbyterian 
Louisiana-Monroe 
Miami (Ohio) 
Butler 

Minnesota 
Maryland 
Maryland 

Auburn 

Ole Miss 

South Carolina 
Ole Miss 

Ball State 
Appalachian State 
Syracuse 

Miami (Ohio) 
Georgia 


Syracuse 


UNL. 


Tu 
Florida State 


Western Kentucky 
Tu 


(su 


South Carolina 


Western Michigan 


Florida Atlantic 
Georgia Tech 


Nebraska 


Florida International 
Kent State 


Washington 


Re Moa 


Adrian Falconer 
Quaven Ferguson 
Jamal Fontenot 
C.J. Freeman 
Rylee Gautavai 
Isalah Graham 
Tyler Green 

Josh Griffen 

Tre Grimes 
Ja'Raymond Hall 
Juan Harris 

Ken Handy-Holly 
Jalen Harvey 


Reggie Hayes 
Reggie Hemphill-Mapps. 
Jay Hockaday 
Helvin Holland Jr. 
Hank Hughes 
Johnny Huntley 
David Isreal 
Trishton Jackson 
Paul James Ill 

Van Jefferson 
D.J. Johnson 
Rahshead Johnson 
Sterling Johnson 
Cameron Jones 
Jay Jones 

Julian Jones 

Kyle Jones 
Spencer Jones 
Will Jones 

Jalen Julius 
Brandon Kipper 
Aaron King 
Bryant Koback 
Rick Kurz 

Brian Lankford-Johnson 
Austin Lee 

Tack Lesko 

Daniel Lewis Jr. 
Mike Linehan 

Sam Loy 

Sione Lund 
Jonathon MacCollister 
Taysir Mack 
Keegan Markgraf 
Chauncey Mason 
lane McCallum 
Will McClain 

Ricky McCoy 
Khalil McClain 
Lamonte McDougle 
JaylynMcKinney 
Wesley McKoy 
Darrian McNeal 
Anthony Mermea 
Henry Miller 
VianeMoala 
Derian Moore 
Hick Moore 

Tyrell Noorer 
TreHixon 

Patrick O’Brien 
Jake Ostrowski 
Shea Patterson 
Lashawn Paulino-Bell 
Quay Picou 

Kalil Pimpleton 
Niven Raj 

Yanni Ramos 
Kanan Ray 

Ryan Renick 
Cordarrian Richardson 
Hunter Rison 

T.D. Roof 

Walker Rynd 
AndreSale 

Keala Santiago 
‘Adam Shuler 
Tach Smith 

Dante Sparaco 
Rashad Still 
Jartion Street 
Ma‘a Tanuvasa 
Dominic Thieman 
Darien Tipps-Clemons 
Andrew Trost 
Chris Turner 

Noah Vedral 

1) Warren 

Jared Washington 
Collin Wilder 
Kody Wilstead 
Ray Wingo 

Jack Wohlabaugh 
Jonn Young 


lowa 

Duke 
Arkansas State 
South Carolina 
BYU 

a(t 

Indiana 
Wagner 

Ohio State 
Michigan 
Indiana 
Minnesota 
West Virginia 
Navy 

Texas 
Vanderbilt 
Minnesota 
Texas ABM 
Colorado 

West Virginia 
Michigan State 
Auburn 

Ole Miss 
Miami (Fla.) 
San Jose State 
Clemson 
Liberty 
Georgia Tech 
IWinois 

Mary Hardin-Baylor 
Liberty 

Baylor 

Ole Miss 
Hawall 
Valparaiso 
Kentucky 
Army West Point 
Purdue 

Fast Carolina 
Chattenooga 
Hawaii 

Idaho 
Vanderbilt 
Stanford 
Notre Dame 
Indiana 
Central Michigan 
Arkansas State 
Air Force 
Maryland 
Washington 
Tulane 

West Virginia 
Liberty 

Rhode island 
Oregon 
Hawaii 
Pittsburgh 
Hawali 
Nicholls 
Eastern Washington 
Georgia Southern 
Ole Miss 
Nebraska 

Ball State 

Ole Miss 
Michigan State 
Tennessee 
Virginia Tech 
Texas A&M 
Western Kentucky 
UCLA 

Kansas 

UG 

Michigan State 
Georgia Tech 
Ole Miss 
Tennessee Tech 
Hawaii 

West Virginia 
Baylor 
Colorado 
Minnesota 

Ole Miss 

Boise State 
Minois 
Michigan State 
Mount Union 
Uberty 

UCF 

Missouri 
South Carolina 
Houston 

BYU 

Missouri 

Ohio State 
West Virginia 


F 4 
m 
2 
o 
vd 
w 
| 
F 
> 
=| 
C] 
z 
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Utah 
Louisiana Tech 


Buffalo 
Florida 
Central Michigan 


Ball State 
Liberty 


Syracuse 


Florida 
Oregon 


Texas Tech 
Oklahoma 


Oregon State 
Florida State 
Toledo 


Syracuse 


North Texas 
Colorado 
Utah 

UG 
Pittsburgh 


Nebraska 


Fresno State 


Cincinnati 
LSU 


Utah 

(su 

Oregon State 
Florida State 
UCF 


Indiana 
Michigan 


Central Michigan 
af] 

Florida State 
Colorado 

Texas A&M 
Texas A&M 
Kansas State 
Indiana 

a 

LSU 


Tulsa 


UAB 


Western Michigan 
Nebraska 


Duke 
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AMERICAN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 


OVERVIEW 


PROJESTER 


FINISH 
EAST DIVISION 


oo00080 


UCF 


BOWL PROJECTION: Peach Bow! 


South Florida 


BOWL PROJECTION: Gasparilla Bow! 
Temple 

BOWL PROJECTION: Cure Bow! 
Cincinnati 
Connecticut 


East Carolina 


WEST DIVISION 


oO 
2 ) 
3] 
4) 
5 ] 


Memphis 


BOWL PROJECTION: Birmingham Bow! 


BOWL PROJECTION: Military Sow! 


Houston 


BOWL PROJECTION: Armed Forces Bow! 


BOWL PROJECTION: Heart of Dallas Bow! 


Tulane 


Coming off a banner year, 
AAC looking for respect 


BY ERIC BAILEY 
Tulsa World 


ew UCF coach Josh Heupel has 
coached in the Big 12, the SEC 
and Mountain West over the 
past four football seasons. 

What has been Heupel’s perspective 
on the American Athletic Conference? 
And what does he now know since he 
has been embedded in the league that’s 
trying to nudge itself into the Power Five 
conference talk? 

“From afar for a long time, I’ve known 
it’s a conference that has the ability to go 
into any stadium any week of the year and 
go compete and win a bunch of ballgames,” 
says Heupel, who has been an offensive 
coordinator at Oklahoma, Missouri and 
Utah State over the past four seasons. 
“There are great players throughout this 
league. There are great players inside of 
this (UCF) locker room who will be playing 
on Sundays for a long time. 

“You’ve seen that, in particular with 
this program, with what it’s been able to 
do here against really good opponents in 
nonconference games. We’ve been doing 
that in bowl games as well for a really 
long time.” 


TRENDING 


STORIES TO WATCH 


Last season, three teams (UCF, USF and 
Memphis) were ranked in the final AP and 
coaches’ polls, producing the same results 
as the Big 12 and the Pac-12. The three 
American Athletic schools were 10-win 
teams, with UCF finishing an unblemished 
13-0. The Knights were the first FBS team 
to complete a season without a loss since 
Florida State (14-0) in 2013. 

How does the AAC continue to garner 
respect on the national stage? Teams 
need to take advantage of nonconference 
games against Power Five competition. 

In 2018, some of the marquee games 
include Tulane at Ohio State, East 
Carolina at Virginia Tech, Tulsa at Texas, 
Tulsa at Arkansas, SMU at Michigan, 
Cincinnati at UCLA, Memphis at Missouri, 
Notre Dame vs. Navy in San Diego and 
Houston at Texas Tech. 

All league teams will be targeting UCF 
and Heupel says his team is ready to be 
targeted by opponents. 

“Our staff is doing a great job of trying 
to share in the learning with our players 
so we can get our feet on the ground,” 
Heupel says. “Even though it’s Year One 
of this coaching staff, we try to make the 
adjustment as quickly and seamlessly as 
possible so we can go out and compete at 
a high level in the fall.” 


Back-to-back unbeaten? UCF, a 

self-described national champion 
in 2017, has the longest active win 
streak in the country at 13 games. How 
far can the Knights extend that string 
this season? 


OLIVER: ERIC CHRISTIAN SMITH / AP; HEUPEL: SUE OGROCKI / AP 


MILTON: JOHN RAOUX / AP 


» FASTEST RECEIVER e 
ae ITI N GS RA N KI N GS Trevon Brown, East Carolina =] 
Z O] 8 R Ee R U Perhaps the biggest playmaker in the AAC this season, g 
i 7 igh fensi i ; 
by Brian Dohn, 247Sports = COMPOSITE he'll be a nightmare for defensive coordinators. 5 
eee keeE tek » BEST HANDS z 
TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR _3-STAR Justin Hobbs, WR, Tulsa ; fy 
SCHOOL PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS 4)" A weapon on an offense searching for help this a 
© CINCINNATI 3 0 1 2 192.64 season, Hobbs will be targeted plenty by Tulsa QBs. 
@ SOUTH FLORIDA 26 0 0 25 176.25 » BEST PASSING GB 
© TULANE 25 0 0 2072.85 McKenzie Milton, QB, UCF 
Known for his dual-threat ability, Milton’s accuracy as a 
© ucF 20 ) i) 19 170.64 passer anchored UCF's unbeaten 2017 campaign. 
@ HOUSTON 22 0 0 19 166.31 . BEST RUNNING GB 
$ TEMPLE 29 (0) (0) 25 155.39 Malcolm Perry, QB, Navy 
SMU 19 ) 0 16 151.67 The junior is a speedster once he gets on the perimeter 
© MEMPHIS 23 0 0 16 146.90 and had 250 rushing yards in two of final five games. 
© EAST CAROLINA 21 te) 0 14 142.83 » MOST ELUSIVE RB 
© TULSA 23 0 o 14 137.25 Darrell Henderson, RB, Memphis 
@ NAvY 37 0 ie} 10 126.16 Henderson averaged 10.4 yards per rush in his final 
® CONNECTICUT 24 0 0 i 124.72 five regular-season games, all 100-yard outings. 


ALL-AMERICAN 


ATHLETIC 
OFFENSE 


GB 


McKenzie Milton, Jr., UCF 


RATING THE AAC 


» BEST ATHLETE 
D’Eriq King, QB, Houston 
King had seven passing touchdowns, eight rushing 
TDs and two receiving scores last season. 


» BEST UNDER PRESSURE 
Ben Hicks, QB, SMU 
Hicks has thrown 52 touchdown passes in two seasons 
in an offense predicated on strong reads. 


RB Adrian Killins Jr., Jr, UCF 

RB Darrell Henderson, Jr, Memphis » TOP NFL PROSPECT 

OL Trevon Tate, Sr., Memphis Ed Oliver, DL, Houston . 

OL  TylerBowling, Sr., Tulsa Amanamong boys in college, he will be a difference- 


maker for some NFL franchise. 


OL Jordan Johnson, Jr, UCF 
OL Marcus Norman, Jr., South Florida » TOP FRESHMAN 
OL Wyatt Miller, Sr., UCF Tavion Thomas, RB, Cincinnati 
TE Joey Magnifico, Jr., Memphis A one-time Oklahoma commit, he turned his attention 
WR _ Trevon Brown, Sr., East Carolina to an in-state school and could earn early playing time. 
WR_ Justin Hobbs, Sr., Tul: 

sain allied » TOP TRANSFER 

Deontay Anderson, DB, Houston 

DEFEN SE Considered one of the country’s top safeties in the 
DL Ed Oliver, Jr., Houston 2016 recruiting cycle, he redshirted at Ole Miss last 


DL 
DL 
DL 
LB 
LB 
LB 
DB 
DB 
DB 


Trysten Hill, Jr., UCF 

Marquise Copeland, Sr., Cincinnati 
Quincy Roche, So., Temple 
Cooper Edmiston, Jr., Tulsa 

Perry Young, Jr., Cincinnati 

Pat Jasinski, Sr., UCF 

Kyle Gibson, Sr., UCF 

Delvon Randall, Sr., Temple 

T.J. Carter, So., Memphis 


>» HEISMAN HOPEFUL 


New UCF head coach Josh Heupel was 
Oklahoma's offensive coordinator when Baker 
Mayfield arrived on campus. 
Now he gets to work with 
another quarterback with a 


year and is petitioning for immediate eligibility. 


» HARDEST HITTER 
Pat Jasinski, LB, UCF 
The senior with a nose for the football led the 
undefeated Knights with 104 tackles. 


» BEST INTERVIEW 
McKenzie Milton, QB, UCF 
Hawaiian gives fresh answers to reporters’ questions. 


DB Sean Williams, Sr., Navy unique skillset in MeKenzie’ + BEST HEAD COACH 
SPECIALISTS Milton. Milton’s dual-threat Ken Niumatalolo, Navy 

capability led to 4,037 Navy’s winningest coach owns 84 victories and at 
K_ Matthew Wright, St UC passing yards, 613 rushing yards and 45 


least eight wins in eight of his 10 seasons in Annapolis. 


P —_ James Smith, So., Cincinnati 
2 touchdowns last season. 
» COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
Rhett Lashlee, SMU 
The former Auburn OC moves to Dallas after a season 
at UConn. He’s a former finalist for the Broyles Award. 
ON THE RISE @N THE WANE » HOTTEST SEAT 


TEMPLE 
(Or, » Second-year coach 
Geoff Collins didn’t 


allow the Owls to fall much in 2017 


and has the tools for arun ata 
third AAC Championship Game 
appearance in four years. 


/ EAST CAROLINA 
& » Acoaching change unexpectedly 
occurred after alumnus Ruffin McNeill’s 


five-win season in 2015 (his first losing campaign in 
four years). Over the past two seasons, ECU has six 


wins total. The school announced in March it was not 


renewing the contract of the AD who fired him. 


Scottie Montgomery, East Carolina 
Only six wins in his first two seasons and a sieve-like 
defense have started plenty of grumbling in Greenville. 


» BEST GAME-DAY ATMOSPHERE 
Spectrum Stadium, UCF 
Spectrum Stadium becomes known as “The Bounce 
House” when fans jump in unison. 


» TOP SCHOLAR 
Jordan Mitchell, S, Tulsa 
Hitting books hard as a business management major. 


New coaches: There are only two 

newcomers in UCF’s Josh Heupel 
and SMU’s Sonny Dykes. How will they 
do taking over programs coming off of 
successful seasons? 


National respect: The American 

finished the 2017 season with three 
teams ranked in the final Top 25 polls. 
Continue that run and Power Five 
leagues will have to take the AAC more 
seriously. 


» BEST TWEETER 
Houston football (@UHCougarFB) 
UH once celebrated seven AAC teams making bowls 
by sending each a clip from “The Hangover" movie: 
"Hey guys, you ready to let the dogs out??” 
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UCF 


KNIGHTS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 
Josh Heupel 
First year 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Josh Heupel (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Randy Shannon (first year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Spectrum Stadium 
(44,206) 

TICKETS: 407-UCF-1000 
SITE: Orlando 

WEBSITE: ucfknights.com 
TWITTER: @UCF_Football 


) 3 
? 
2018 SCHEDULE “4 a a Sy 


QB McKenzie Milton 


A.30 @CONNECTICUT 
$.8 South Carolina State 
S.15 @NORTH CAROLINA 


S21 Florida Atlantic osh Heupel easily lists why UCF is a 


$.29 Pittsburgh great starting point for a first-year ? Dr y 
0.6 SMU head coach. TOP NFL PROSPECT 
OB. ORS CARGLNE ‘ “Everyone in the country QB McKenzie Milton 
N.__Temple understands the success this place has had Milton will try to build off of a huge 2017 
N10 Navy over the last decade,” Heupel says. “Six to set a foundation for his draft stock. The 
N17 Cincinnati 10-win seasons over the past 10 years, five quarterback’s improvement as a passer 
N.23 @SOUTH FLORIDA conference championships, two New Year’s and elusiveness as a runner could make 
Six bowl wins in the last five years. It’s a him an intriguing pick for teams. He’s 
place where you are right in the middle of looking to follow the path of former UCF 

2017 RESULTS 13-0 a state that has as much talent as anywhere quarterback Blake Bortles, who was the 
in the country. Because of that, you have No. 3 overall pick in the 2014 NFL Draft. 
pes cone ter oat OUe OL an opportunity to recruit high-level players 
$.23. @MARYLAND 38-10 5 
5.30 Memphis 40-13 and have a chance to win a bunch of 
0.7 @CINCINNATI 51-23 ballgames. I’m excited about it.” 
0.14 East Carolina 63-21 The Knights carry a 13-game what happened here in the past 
0.21 @NAVY 31-21 winning streak into 2018. It’s the as a staff and what we’re coming 
928 Sot Peay ioe longest active streak in the FBS into. Players remember what it 
NA Connecticut 49-24 and ensures that the American took to get there. But you have 
N18 @TEMPLE 45-19 Athletic Conference favorites to make that same climb every = 
N.24 South Florida 49-42 will draw everyone’s best shot. single year. You don’t start off = 
Be nenenes ree “The climb is easier than = where you finished the previous = 

: staying to where you get to in that year. Everyone starts 0-0.” = 
*AAC Championship Game (20T) climb,” Heupel says. “The challenge for us The Knights return the AAC’s top offensive z 
**Peach Bowl is to avoid the outside noise. You appreciate player in quarterback McKenzie Milton. The = 


KILLING JR: RICH SCHULTZ / AP 


dual-threat junior finished eighth in last year’s Heisman 
Trophy voting after throwing for 4,037 yards and 37 
touchdowns while also rushing for 613 yards and eight 
scores. 

Heupel has worked with many talented quarterbacks, 
including Heisman Trophy winner Sam Bradford and 
Baker Mayfield at Oklahoma. Will he try to adjust to 
Milton’s style of play? Bring the quarterback closer to 
his plans? Find a happy medium? 

“The guy competes at a high level,” Heupel says. 
“He’s really calm and mature with how he handles 
himself inside of this building. When he’s not on the 
field, he has a great competitive spirit and desire. Out 
on the football field and in the meeting room as well. 
He has the ability to—when the play you draw up on 
paper isn’t there when it’s called—go extend the play 
and make a play. You can’t coach him out of that, let 
him be him.” 

Milton will have some familiar faces joining him on 
offense with top running back Adrian Killins Jr. as well 
as wide receivers Gabriel Davis and Dredrick Snelson 
returning. 

“They are guys that, when they get the ball in their 
hands, they have the ability to make big, explosive 
plays,” says Heupel. “The running backs are as fasta 
group as I’ve been around. We have a combination 
of some power backs there as well. It’s a competitive 
group that based on what we’re doing offensively has a 
chance to have a huge year.” 

The defense will be led by veteran coordinator and 
former University of Miami head coach Randy Shannon, 
who spent the past three seasons running Florida’s 
defense. 

The Knights lost four starters from the front seven 
but will depend on linebacker Pat Jasinski (the team’s 
leading tackler last season) and defensive back Kyle 
Gibson (who had a team-high four interceptions) to 
anchor the unit. Linebacker Titus Davis is expected to 
make an impact. 

“Those two guys speak to their experience,” Heupel 
says. “Because of that, when they speak, they have a big 
stick in the room. Guys listen and pay attention on that. 
Not just in their position but on the defensive side of the 
football. They are getting accustomed and used to the 
changes and what we’re doing. It’s going to be critical 
for them to go out and make the plays they are capable 
of on Saturday afternoons.” 


2A SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 

The Knights ‘ TOP SIGNEES tAusttathec 
have four starters 4 Eriq Gilyard, 3 
back on the 2 Randy Chariton,! 2% 
offensive line 3 Jermaine McMillian, © 
but they went ; 


the junior-college route to find a fifth and get some 
depth, so look for California juco import Trevor 
Elbert to play immediately. 

UCF is moving to a 4-3 defense, which should give 
playing opportunities to younger players, and early 
enrollee Randy Charlton can get some time. 

Also look for juco tight end Chris Deloach of East 
Central CC in Decatur, Miss., to be a part of the 
offense. He is big and strong at 6-5 and 250 pounds. 


‘y RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


“PASSING _ 
McKenzie Milton 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. 1D Avg/G_ 
B, 179.3 265-395-9671 | 4037 37 510.5 


SRUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Adrian KillinsJr. = 13. -122,—«790 | «6.5 10 60.8 
“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. 1D Avg/G 
DredrickSnelson 13 46 695 151 8 535 


“TACKLES _ GP Solo Assist. Total 
Pat Jasinski B 48 | 56 104 
SACKS GP No. Yards 
Trysten Hill i ea 
Shawn Burgess-Becker no 20 10 

“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Kyle Gibson 4° %6 65/0 


RB Adrian Killins Jr. 


2017 TEAM STATS 
|STATISTIC | SUGRS| OPP 


SCORING 627 329 
Points Per Game 48.2 25.3 
FIRST DOWNS 327 280 
Rushing 120 nd 
Passing 170 141 
Penalty 37 29 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2583 2078 
Yards gained rushing 2848 2402 


Yards lost rushing 265 324 
Rushing Attempts 500 498 
Average Per Rush 5.2 4.2 
Average Per Game 198.7 159.8 
TDs Rushing 39 16 
PASSING YARDAGE 4313 3485 
Comp-Att-Int 287-424-9 261-471-20 
Average Per Pass 10.2 7.4 
Average Per Catch 15.0 13.4 
Average Per Game 331.8 268.1 
TDs Passing 38 24 
TOTAL OFFENSE 6896 5563 
Total Plays 924 969 
Average Per Play 75 57 


Average Per Game 530.5 427.9 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 36-894 78-1589 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS —_|7-250 6-4] 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 20-303 9-126 


KICK RETURN AVG. 24.8 20.4 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 147 6.8 
INT RETURN AVG. 15.2 14,0 
FUMBLES-LOST 10-6 17-12 
PENALTIES-YARDS 109-888 108-967 
Average Per Game 68.3 74.4 
PUNTS-YARDS 46-1822 66-2881 
Average Per Punt 39.6 43,7 
Net punt average 38,7 38.1 
TIME OF POSS,/GAME 29:14 30:46 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 75/165 82/201 
3rd-Down Pct. 45% 4% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 10/20 15/31 
4th-Down Pct. 50% 48% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 27-181 13-64 
MISC. YARDS 0 6 
TDS SCORED 84 43 
FG-ATTEMPTS 13-18 1-18 
ATTENDANCE 257924 146132 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/36846 5/29226 
Neutral Site Games V/7109 
ucF 155 198 129 131 14 627 
Opponent 68 109 83 62 7 329 


‘5-YEAR RECORD 
40-24 


2 
2 
CT-BG CT-BG BG cT-BG B 
> 
=z 
=] =) eee A 
LS hE li i == 4 
SS zt hm EE = 1 
SS = a i 
LE i fa G 
i 1 if i as) 
Ea [> Be EB ie 
lll a eS 
isi poi 
es nn eS 
_ 0 Ce a et 
SS Ba EE SS 
> an i es Ss 
12-1 9-4 0-12 6-7 13-0 
2014] 2015} 2016 
IWIN] LOSS] 


CT: Conference Title * BG: Bow! Game 
NTs National Title 


‘2018 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

QB McKenzie Milton* (5-1), 185, Jr) 
Darriel Mack Jr, (6-3, 230, Fr) 

RB Adrian Killins Jr." (5-8, 158, Jr) 
Taj McGowan (6-), 210, Sr.) 

LT Jake Brown* (6-3, 305, Jr) 
Trevor Elbert (6-5, 520, Jr.) 

LG Samuel Jackson’ (6-6, 356, So.) 
Tyler Hudanick (6-5, 304, Sr.) 

C = Jordan Johnson* (6-2, 320, Jr) 
Cole Schneider (6-4, 505, Fr.) 

RG Parker Boudreaux (6-4, 293, So.) 
Luke Palmer (6-3, 339, Sr.) 

RT Wyatt Miller* (6-4, 506, Sr.) 
Boman Swanson (6-5, 306, So.) 

TE Jake Hescock (6-7, 252,50.) 
Chris Deloach (6-5, 250, Jr) 

WR Gabriel Davis* (6-3, 219, So.) 
Marlon Williams (6-0, 222, So.) 

WR_ Dredrick Snelson® (6-0, 206, Jr.) 
Otis Anderson (5-11, 164, So.) 

WR Cam Stewart (6-3, 203, Sr.) 
Emmanuel Logan-Greene (5-10, |7!, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Gabriel Luyanda (6-5, 250, Sr.) 
Jeremiah Zio (6-8, 245, Fr) 

DT Trysten Hill’ (6-2, 330, Jr) 
A.J. Wooten (6-5, 285, Sr.) 

DT Joey Connors (6-1, 313, Sr.) 
Aaron Cochran (6-2, 30), Sr.) 

DE Brendon Hayes (6-5, 293, Jr.) 
Stephon Zayas (6-6, 225, Fr.) 

LB Titus Davis* (6-3, 248, Sr.) 
Eric Mitchell (6-2, 238, So.) 

LB Pat Jasinski* (6-1, 233, Sr) 
Kalla Davis (6-2, 266, Fr.) 

LB Shawn Burgess-Becker (6-2, 224, Jr) 
Nate Evans (6-), 24], Jr.) 

CB Nevelle Clarke* (6-|, 185, Jr) 
Rashard Causey (6-0, 195, Sr.) 

CB Brandon Moore (6-0, |86, So.) 
Keenan Johnson (6-0, 180, Sr.) 

s Tre Neal* (6-1, 215, Sr.) 
Antwan Collier (6-3, |84, So.) 

S Kyle Gibson* (5-1), 182, Sr.) 
Richie Grant (6-0, 186, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Matthew Wright* (6-0, 179, Sr.) 
P Mac Loudermilk* (6-], 234, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 19 


AMERICAN ATHLETIC — EAST 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 
Charlie Strong 
Second year (10-2) 
CAREER RECORD: 63-39 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Sterlin Gilbert (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian Jean-Mary (second year) 


STADIUM: Raymond James 
Stadium (65,890) 
TICKETS: 800-GO-BULLS 
SITE: Tampa 

WEBSITE: gousfbulls.com 
TWITTER: @USFFootball 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
$1 Elon 

$.8 Georgia Tech 
S.15 _ Illinois* 

S.22. East Carolina 

0.6 @MASSACHUSETTS 
0.12 @TULSA 

0.20 Connecticut 

0.27 @HOUSTON 

N.3 Tulane 

N10 @CINCINNATI 
N.17 @TEMPLE 

N.23_ UCF 


“Chicago, IL 
» 2017 RESULTS 10-2 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
A.26 @SAN JOSE STATE 42-22 


$.2 Stony Brook 31-17 
S15 Illinois 47-23 
S.21 Temple 43-7 
$.30 @EAST CAROLINA 61-31 
0.14 Cincinnati 33-3 
0.21 @TULANE 34-28 
0.28 Houston 24-28 
N.4. @CONNECTICUT 37-20 
N16 Tulsa 27-20 
N.24 @UCF 42-49 
D.23. Texas Tech* 38-34 


“Birmingham Bowl 


SOUTH FLO 


BULLS 


WR Tyre McCants 


following recent seasons. 
The Bulls have won 21 of 25 games over the past two years 
and have been ranked in the Top 25 for 20 consecutive polls. 

There’s stability, as the entire coaching staff—headed by 
second-year head coach Charlie Strong—returns for the first 
time since 2011. They’ll look to battle rival UCF for the American 
Athletic’s East Division title. 

The biggest question mark for USF is who will replace three- 
year quarterback Quinton Flowers, who graduated with 42 school 
records. The top candidates are junior Brett Kean, who completed 
seven of Il passes for 64 yards last season, and sophomore Chris 
Oladokun. The competition will carry through fall camp leading 
up to the Sept. 1 season opener against visiting Elon. 

There will be a need for a running back to emerge after the 
team lost its top three rushers from last season. Keep an eye 
on junior Trevon Sands, who saw limited action in 2017, and 
incoming Florida transfer Jordan Cronkrite, who played in 24 
games at the SEC school in 2015-16. 

The receiving corps will offer good weapons for the new 
quarterback. Three of the top four wide receivers from 2017 
return, including senior Tyre McCants and junior Darnell 
Saloman, who had scoring catches in the Bulls’ final three games. 
Tight end Mitchell Wilcox, a 2016 all-conference selection, could 
be an asset in the USF offense. 

The defense, which was the AAC’s best in 2017, is anchored by 
junior end Greg Reaves, who led the team with 14 tackles for loss. 
Junior linebacker Nico Sawtelle started every game last season 
and ranked fourth on the team in tackles with 54. 

The secondary ranked second nationally with 20 interceptions 
in 2017 and it returns three senior starters: Ronnie Hoggins, 
Jaymon Thomas and Mazzi Wilkins. 

The Bulls, who are coming off back-to-back bowl wins over 
South Carolina and Texas Tech, respectively, have a chance to 
pick up big nonconference wins for the AAC this year. Strong’s 
team faces two Power Five opponents when it welcomes Georgia 
Tech to Tampa and faces Illinois in Chicago. 


S uccess has become the expectation at South Florida 


\5-YEAR RECORD 
35-27 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

Brett Kean (6-1, 221, Jr) 

Trevon Sands (5-]], 211, Jr) 

Eric Mayes* (6-4, 295, Sr.) 
Demetris Harris (6-3, 318, Fr.) 
Michael Wiggs (6-3, 298, So.) 
William Atterbury* (6-4. 305, Jr) 
Marcus Norman’ (6-6, 301, Jr) 
Mitchell Wilcox* (6-5, 245, Jr) 
Darnell Salomon® (6-3, 207, Jr.) 
Stanley Clerveaux (6-3, 224, Jr.) 
Tyre McCants® (5-1), 240, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

Greg Reaves* (6-2. 248, Jr.) 
Kevin Kegler (6-2. 284. So.) 
Kevin Bronson (6-4, 282, Sr.) 
Kirk Livingstone (6-4, 263, Jr.) 
Khalid McGee (5-10. 199, Sr) 
Nico Sawtelle* (6 2. Jr) 
Ronnie Hoggins* (5-8, 177, Sr.) 
Mike Hampton (6-], 168, So.) 
Mazzi Wilkins* (6-0. 181, Sr.) 
Naytron Culpepper (6-1, 186. So.) 
S — Jaymon Thomas* (6-3, 193, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Jake Vivonetto (5-8, 190, Sr.) 
P ‘Trent Schneider (6-0. 197, Fr.) 
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“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Sa srornr= 
RECRUITING REPORT 
“STOP SIGNEES STARRATEO 
1 Stacy Kirby, 9© 5» 

2 Zion Roland, \" S* 

3 Dwayne Boyles, 01> 2* 


Can incoming freshmen 
Jordan McCloud or Octavious 
Battle get a chance in the 
quarterback derby? 

Playing time is there to be 
had, and whoever progresses 
better in the summer and 
early in training camp could at 
least be involved. Defensive 
end Stacy Kirby has the size 
and athleticism to make a 
quick impact and pressure the 
quarterback in certain packages. 
Don't be surprised if athlete 
JaJuan Cherry finds his way 
onto the field early. 


MCCANTS: STEVE NESIUS / A 


NUTILE: RICH SCHULTZ / AP; LEWIS: TONY DING / AP 


TEMPLE 


OWLS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 
Geoff Collins 
Second year (7-6) 
CAREER RECORD: 7-6 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Dave Patenaude (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Andrew Thacker (first year) 


STADIUM: Lincoln Financial Field 
(69,176) 

TICKETS: 215-204-8499 

SITE: Philadelphia 

WEBSITE: owlsports.com 
TWITTER: @Temple_FB 


2018 SCHEDULE cai 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT 


S.1 Villanova 16-13 
S.8 Buffalo 

S.15 @MARYLAND 

S.20 Tulsa 43-22 
5.29 @BOSTON COLLEGE 

0.6 East Carolina 34-10 
0.13 @NAVY 34-26 
0.20. Cincinnati 35-24 
N.) @UCF 19-45 
N.10. @HOUSTON 13-20 
N.17_ South Florida 7-43 
N.24 @CONNECTICUT 24-28 


2017 Record: 7-6 
*Beat FIU 28-3 in the Gasparilla Bowl 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Frank Nutile* (6-4, 220, Sr) 
Ryquell Armstead (5-1), 215. Sr) 
Rob Ritrovato (5-1, 240, Sr) 
James McHale (6-6, 295, Sr.) 
Jovahn Fair (6-2, 300, Jr) 

Matt Hennessy’ (6-4, 295, So.) 
Vincent Picozzi* (6-4, 295, So) 
Jaelin Robinson (6-6, 525, Sr.) 
Chris Myarick* (6-5, 250, Sr.) 
WR Ventell Bryant (6-3, 200, Sr) 
WR Isaiah Wright* (6-2, 220. Jr) 


DEFENSE 

Quincy Roche (6-4, 235, So.) 
Michael Dogbe* (6-3, 280, Sr.) 
Dan Archibong’ (6-6, 285, So.) 
Dana Levine (6-4, 230, Jr.) 
Shaun Bradley* (6-1, 225, Jr) 
Chapelle Russell* (6-|, 2)5, Jr) 
Sam Franklin® (6-3, 210, Jr) 
Linwood Crump (6-0. 175, Jr) 
Rock Ya-Sin (5-1), 190, Sr) 
Delvon Randall* (6-), 2!5, Sr) 
Benny Walls (6-), 210, Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Aaron Boumerhi (6-0, 200, Jr) 
P Connor Bowler (6-3, 195, Fr.) 
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“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


rebuilding 
2017 season 0 rd 
ended with 


celebrations and reason for 
optimism at Temple. 

The program—under first-year 
coach Geoff Collins—finished 
7-6 and defeated Florida 
International in the Gasparilla 
Bowl. It was the program’s first 
postseason win since 2011 and 
just its third bowl victory overall. 

This year, the Owls will have 
a quarterback who enters with 
momentum. Frank Nutile took 
over for injured Logan Marchi 
midway through last season 
and didn’t relinquish the job, 
finishing 4-2 in six starts. He 
threw for 1,600 passing yards 
and a dozen touchdowns against 
seven interceptions. 


QB Frank Nutile 


Three playmakers to watch 
include running backs Ryquell 
Armstead (604 rushing yards in 
2017) and David Hood (638) as 
well as receiver Isaiah Wright (46 
catches, 668 receiving yards). 

Last year, the Owls’ offense 
finished with 3,273 passing yards 
and 5,046 total yards, which 
were the second- and third-best 
totals, respectively, in school 
history. 

New defensive coordinator 
Andrew Thacker inherits a 
number of returning starters, 
including linebackers Shaun 
Bradley (team-high 85 tackles 
in 2017), Sam Franklin and 
Chapelle Russell. Senior Delvon 
Randall, a first-team AIl-AAC pick 
last season, is a two-year starter 
at safety and had 83 tackles and 
a team-best four interceptions 
last season. 

Temple is looking to return 
to the AAC’s fourth conference 
championship game. It played 
in the inaugural game in 2015, 
losing to Houston, and beat Navy 
in 2016 to earn a championship. 


CINCINNATI 


BEARCATS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 

Luke Fickell 
Second year (4-8) 
CAREER RECORD: 10-15 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Denbrock (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Marcus Freeman (second year) 


STADIUM: Nippert Stadium 
(40,000) 

TICKETS: 877-CATS-TIX 
SITE: Cincinnati 

WEBSITE: gobearcats.com 
TWITTER: @GoBearcatsFB 


2018 SCHEDULE cai 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 


S.1 @UCLA 

S.8 @MIAMI (OHIO) 21-17 
S15 Alabama A&M 

§.22 Ohio 

5.29 @CONNECTICUT 22-21 
0.6 Tulane 17-16 
0.20 @TEMPLE 24-35 
0.27 @SMU 28-31" 
N.3 Navy 32-42 
N10 South Florida 3-33 
N17 @UCF 23-51 
N.23 East Carolina 20-48 
2017 Record: 4-8 | *OT 

» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Hayden Moore’ (6-2, 215, Sr) 

RB Gerrid Doaks (6-1, 225. So.) 

LT Blake Yager (6-5. 295. Jr) 

LG Garrett Campbell* (6-5, 315, Sr.) 

C  Jakari Robinson (6-0, 285, Fr) 

RG Morgan James (6-5, 515, Jr) 

RT Kyle Trout (6-5, $20, Sr) 

TE Josiah Deguara (6-5, 240, Jr) 

WR Kahlil Lewis’ (6-0, 197. Sr.) 

WR Thomas Geddis* (6-5, 190, Jr) 

WR Rashad Medaris (5-10, 185, Jr) 


DEFENSE 

Kimoni Fitz (6-3. 257, Sr) 
Marquise Copeland® (6-2, 285, Sr.) 
Cortez Broughton* (6-3, 288, Sr.) 
Kevin Mouhon* (6-2. 245. Sr.) 
Perry Young’® (6-0, 215, Jr.) 

Joel Dublanko (6-2, 232, So.) 
Malik Clements* (6-0, 208, Sr.) 
Coby Bryant (6-2, 185, So.) 

TJ Johnson (6-2, 193, So.) 

Chris Murphy* (5-1), 199, Sr) 
Tyrell Gilbert* (6-0, 193, Sr) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Cole Smith (6-0, 188, Fr.) 
P = James Smith" (6-5, 225, So.) 


“@SSEGEREIE 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


(Ge 


incinnati is ’ al 
looking to ee 
break a recent 


unflattering trend. 

The Bearcats have finished 
below .500 in back-to-back 
seasons for the first time since 
1998-99. 

In coach Luke Fickell’s debut 
season, the Bearcats duplicated 
a 4-8 season during the 
challenging transition. 

His team will look to improve 
offensively. Last season, 
Cincinnati averaged 20.9 points 
and 351.8 yards per game, both 
of which ranked last in the AAC. 


Quarterback Hayden Moore 
returns after starting every game 
in 2017, when he threw for 2,562 
yards with 20 TDs and nine 
interceptions. His top returning 
targets are Kahlil Lewis (61 
catches, 676 yards, 7 TDs) and 
Thomas Geddis (29, 388, 3). 

Cincinnati’s top rushing threat 
will be Gerrid Doaks, who led 
the team with 513 yards on 5.9 
yards per carry last year. 

Defensively, the Bearcats 
were in the middle of the pack in 
the AAC statistically. Graduated 
linebacker Jaylyin Minor, who 
led the American with 125 
tackles, will be hard to replace. 
He had seven games with 10-plus 
stops, including a 16-tackle effort 
against Temple. 

Junior linebacker Perry 
Young, who had 101 tackles and 
a team-high nine tackles for 
loss last season, is going to be 
expected to take on a leadership 
role. He’ll get support from 
senior Malik Clements, who had 
60 tackles and an interception 
return for a touchdown at Miami 
(Ohio). 

Defensive tackle Marquise 
Copeland was a stopper on the 
line with 63 tackles and a team- 
high 3.5 sacks. 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 
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HUSKIES 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Randy Edsall 
14th year (77-79) 
CAREER RECORD: 99-113 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
John Dunn (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Billy Crocker (second year) 


STADIUM: Rentschler Field 
(40,000) 

TICKETS; 877-AT-UCONN 
SITE: Storrs, Conn. 
WEBSITE: uconnhuskies.com 
TWITTER: @UConnFootball 


»2018 SCHEDULE 2017 
Dare opponent neat 
A.30 UCF 24-49 
S.8  @BOISE STATE 

S15 Rhode Island 

S.22 @SYRACUSE 

$.29 Cincinnati 21-22 
0.6 @MEMPHIS 31-70 
0.20 @SOUTH FLORIDA 20-37 
0.27 Massachusetts 


N.3 @TULSA 20-14 
N10 SMU 28-49 
N.17 @EAST CAROLINA 38-41 
N.24 Temple 28-24 


2017 Record: 3-9 


»} PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB David Pindell* (6-0, 195, Sr) 

RB Kevin Mensah (5-9 195 So.) 
Matt Peart* (6-7. 30). Jr.) 

Robert Holmes (6-5, 316, Fr.) 
Ryan Crozier* (6-4, 294. Sr) 
Brian Cespedes (6-7, 299, Jr) 
Ryan Van Demark” (6-7, 282, So.) 
Tyler Davis* (6-4, 243, Jr) 

Tyraiq Beals* (6-0, 190, Sr.) 

Kyle Buss (6-), [8], Sr.) 

Hergy Mayala* (6-2, 204. Sr) 


DEFENSE 

DE James Atkins (6-5, 275, Sr.) 
NT Kevin Murphy (6-), 290, Jr) 
DE Darrian Beavers (6-3. 23 
£8 Ryan Gilmartin (5-1), 225, So.) 
Ls 
LB 


$35058°55 


Eddie Hahn (6-3, 214, So.) 
Marshe’ Terry* (6-4, 220, Jr.) 
DB Tyler Coyle* (G-), 205, So.) 
CB Jordan Swann* (5-10, 181, So.) 
CB lan Swenson (6-), 197. Fr) 
S — Tahj Herring-Wilson (6-1), 190, So.) 
S Omar Fortt (6-7. 189, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


« Michael Tarbutt* (6-0. 190. Jr.) 
P Brett Graham* (6-3. 95, So.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 
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CONNECTICUT 


econd-year 
coach Randy : ‘ 
Edsall understands 


Connecticut football is still going 
through growing pains. 

“You would like (the second 
season) to be (a year of growth), 
but we will be a very young 
team, which is not an excuse,” 
Edsall told the Hartford Courant. 
“We will get them to the level we 
want to compete and win. But 
when you have between 72 and 
75 percent of your team redshirt 
freshman and sophomores, guys 
are going to have to grow up 
very quickly. But we see the will 
and the want-to, which is what 
you want.” 


42 
ee 


QB David Pindell 


Edsall will have an 
experienced quarterback guiding 
the offense. David Pindell played 
in seven games last season and 
threw for 937 yards. He'll look 
to improve his touchdown-to- 
interception ratio (4-to-6). 

Pindell’s top target will be 
Hergy Mayala, a senior wideout 
who led the team in receptions 
(43), receiving yards (615) and 
touchdowns (7) last season. 

The Huskies lost their 
final five games of 2017 while 
allowing 39.8 points per game. 
Improvement on defense is a 
necessity to better last year’s 
3-9 campaign. For leadership 
on that front, UConn will turn 
to talented defensive back 
Tyler Coyle, who is the team’s 
top returning tackler with 67 
stops. He also led the team in 
interceptions and had a pick-six. 
Linebacker Marshe’ Terry had 
60 stops, and he’s back as well. 

The UConn season will start 
with two tough games. The 
Huskies open with defending 
and unbeaten AAC champion 
UCF at home before traveling to 
perennial power Boise State in 
Week Two. 


EAST CAROLINA 


PIRATES 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Scottie Montgomery 
Third year (6-18) 

CAREER RECORD: 6-18 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tony Petersen (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
David Blackwell (first year) 


STADIUM: Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium 
(50,000) 

TICKETS: 252-737-4500 

SITE: Greenville, N.C. 

WEBSITE: ecupirates.com 
TWITTER: @ECUPiratesFB 


2018 SCHEDULE peer 
DATE |OppONENT REST 
S.1 North Carolina A&T 

S.8 North Carolina 

S.15  @VIRGINIA TECH 17-64 
S.22 @SOUTH FLORIDA 31-61 
S.29 Old Dominion 


0.6 @TEMPLE 10-34 
0.13 Houston 27-52 
0.20 UCF 21-63 
N.3 Memphis 13-70 
N10 @TULANE 24-31" 
N17 Connecticut 41-38 
N.23. @CINCINNATI 48-20 


2017 Record: 3-9 | *OT 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

@B Reid Herring (6-5, 180, So.) 
RB Hussein Howe (5-9. 183, Jr.) 
LT D’Ante Smith* (6-4, 336, Jr) 
LG Cortez Herrin (6-3, 346, Jr) 

© = John Spellacy’ (6-1, 285, So.) 
RG Sean Bailey (6-6, 328, So.) 
RT Garrett McGhin* (6-6, 327, Sr) 
TE Anthony Watley (6-3. 233. Jr) 
WR TahjDeans (6-2, 186, So.) 

WR Deondre Farrier (6-1, 185, Jr) 
WR Trevon Brown’ (6-2, 211. Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Chandon Hickerson (6-3, 231, So.) 
NT Alex Turner* (6-2, 287, Jr.) 

DY Raequan Purvis (6-2. 278, So.) 
DE Kendall Futrell* (6-2, 250, Jr) 
LB 
Ls 
NB 


Cannon Gibbs* (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
Aaron Ramseur (6-), 213, So.) 
Tim Irvin (5-9, }92, Jr) 
CB Colby Gore* (5-1). 172, Jr) 
CB Corey Seargent (6-0, 168, Sr.) 
FS Davondre Robinson (6-0. 190. So.) 
SS Marcus Holton Jr. (6-0, 165, Sr) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Jake Verity‘ (6-1, 170. Jr) 
P Jake Verity’ (6-1, 170, Jr) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


oach Scottie <» 
Montgomery “3 = 


could be 
hitting a make-or-break third 
season in Greenville. 

The Pirates have totaled 
only six wins over the past 
two seasons and struggled 
defensively in finishing last in 
the AAC East Division in 2017. 

The team will be turning to 
a new quarterback this season 
following Gardner Minshew’s 
graduate transfer to Washington 
State. Sophomore Reid Herring, 
true freshman Holton Ahlers and 
redshirt freshman Kingsley Ifedi 
battled through spring drills in 
arace that will continue into 
the fall. 

Whoever wins the job will 
need help in the backfield. The 
Pirates only averaged 107.7 yards 
per game last season, which 
ranked 118th nationally. Running 
backs Hussein Howe (419 
rushing yards) and Darius Pinnix 
(229) are looking to build off 
last season along with redshirt 
freshman Trace Christian, who 
had three rushing touchdowns 
in the spring game. 

The Pirates’ top playmaker 
is senior 
wide receiver 
Trevon Brown, 


who had 60 
catches for 
1,069 yards 
last season. 
He'll be joined jE ae | 
by Deondre Trevon Brown 
Farrier (211 
receiving yards) and Tahj 
Deans (177) in trying to make an 
impact. 

The defense will be led 


by new coordinator David 
Blackwell, an ECU alum who was 
Jacksonville State’s co-defensive 
coordinator over the last four 
years. Blackwell has work 

in front of him. The Pirates’ 
defense ranked last nationally in 
yards allowed per game (541.7) 
last season, 

Linebacker Aaron Ramseur 
will be the defense’s anchor. He 
is the top returning tackler and 
led ECU in interceptions last 
year. Cornerback Colby Gore 
and linebacker Cannon Gibbs 
are the other key returning 
starters on defense. 


BROWN: KARL B DEBLAKER / AP; PINDELL: GARY LANDERS / AP 


HENDERSON: MARK HUMPHREY / AP 


~5-YEAR RECORD 
40-24 
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: Conference Title * BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


OFFENSE 


QB David Moore (6-3, 205, So.) 
RB Darrell Henderson* (5-9, 200, Jr) 
LT Trevon Tate® (6-4, 295, Sr.) 

LG Dustin Woodard’ (6-2, 285, Jr.) 
© DrewKyser* (6-5, 300, Sr.) 

RG Dylan Parham (6-3, 256. Fr.) 
RT Roger Joseph* (6-5, 309, Sr.) 
TE Joey Magnifico* (6-4, 235, Jr) 
WR John Williams (5-9, 172, Jr) 
WR _ Damonte Coxie (6-3, 200, So.) 
WR Kedarian Jones (6-1, 190. Jr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE Joseph Dorceus (6-0, 275, So.) 
NY O'Bryan Goodson* (6-/, 300. So.) 
DT Jonathan Wilson* (6-3, 280, Jr.) 
LB Bryce Huff (6-3, 245, Jr.) 
LB TimHart* (6-1, 235. So.) 
Curtis Akins* (6-2, 235, Sr.) 
Austin Hall* (6-2, 215, Jr) 
cB T.J.Carter® (5-11, 180, So.) 
CB Tito Windham’ (5-9. 185. Sr.) 
S$ Carlito Gonzalez (6-), 190, So.) 
$S Josh Perry* (6-2, 205, So) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Riley Patterson (5-11, 180, So.) 
P = Adam Williams (6-5, 230, Fr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2a sProrrs. 
SMRECRUITING REPORT 
\TOP SIGNEES neat 
1 Antonio Gibson, |) 3° 

2 Keith Brigham, 9© 3» 

3 Will Lawrence, 96 3” 


The Tigers’ defense gave up 
a ton of points last season, so 
Memphis went the juco route to 
get a couple of impact players. 
Keith Brown Jr. of Northwest 
Mississippi Community College 
should help at inside linebacker 
and Keith Brigham of Pima 
(Ariz.) Community College 
offers size and experience on 
the defensive line. Brigham's 
best spot is the middle, which 
gives Memphis a stronger spine 
on defense as it looks to turn 
around the struggling unit. 


RB Darrell Henderson 


football was if first-time head coach Mike Norvell could 
continue momentum built within the program after 
predecessor Justin Fuente left for Virginia Tech. 

The coach has posted an 18-8 record to keep the Tigers among 
the top teams in the AAC. In 2017, Memphis won the AAC West 
Division title and received a Liberty Bowl bid. It was a school- 
record fourth consecutive postseason invitation. 

Plenty of experience returns this year but the most important 
position will be watched closely. 

David Moore and Brady White are considered the front-runners 
to replace graduated starter Riley Ferguson at quarterback. 

Moore, a sophomore, was last season’s backup but only 
threw 10 passes. White is a graduate transfer from Arizona State 
who was also recruited there by Norvell, the Sun Devils’ former 
offensive coordinator. The junior played in three games—with one 
start—at ASU during the 2016 campaign. He missed all of the 2017 
season. 

The new quarterback will have one very valuable weapon 
alongside him in the backfield in running back Darrell Henderson, 
who last season became the first Memphis player to top 1,000 
yards rushing since 2009. Henderson ended 2017 with 1,154 yards 
and nine touchdowns while averaging 8.9 yards per carry. 

Damonte Coxie, who caught 21 passes last year, is the top 
returning receiver. Fellow wide receivers John Williams, 
Mechane Slade and Kedarian Jones will be asked to increase their 
production after combining to catch 29 passes last season. 

The biggest question on defense is the line, where O’Bryan 
Goodson and Jonathan Wilson provide experience and are good 
against the rush but must improve their pass-rushing skills. 

Linebackers Curtis Akins (88 tackles) and Austin Hall (84) are 
the Tigers’ leading returning tacklers and will be key playmakers 
in the middle of the field. 

The secondary is paced by 2017 AAC Newcomer of the Year TJ. 
Carter. The 5-11, 180-pound cornerback ended last season with 11 
pass breakups, two fumble recoveries and a forced fumble while 
making 69 tackles. 

Memphis can set the tone for the league season in a Week 
Two road game at Navy, a meeting that will help dictate who will 
advance to the conference championship game out of the AAC 
West. 


T hree years ago, the biggest question surrounding Memphis 


TIGERS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Mike Norvell 
Third year (18-8) 
CAREER RECORD: 18-8 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kenny Dillingham (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Chris Ball (third year) 


STADIUM: Liberty Bow! Memorial 
Stadium (58,207) 

TICKETS: 888-867-UofM 

SITE: Memphis 

WEBSITE: gotigersgo.com 
TWITTER: @MemphisFB 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1 Mercer 

S.8 @NAVY 

S14 Georgia State 
$.22 South Alabama 
$.28 @TULANE 

0.6 Connecticut 

0.13 UCF 

0.20 @MISSOURI 

N.3. @EAST CAROLINA 
N10 Tulsa 

N.16 @SMU 

N.23 Houston 


+2017 RESULTS 10-3 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
A.31 Louisiana-Monroe 37-29 


$16 UCLA 48-45 
$.23 Southern Illinois 44-3) 
S.30 @UCF 13-40 
0.6 @CONNECTICUT 70-3) 
0.14 Navy 30-27 
0.19 @HOUSTON 42-38 
0.27. Tulane 56-26 
N.3 @TULSA 4-14 
N18 SMU 66-45 
N.25 East Carolina 70-13 
D.2. @UCF* 55-62 
D.30 Iowa State** 20-21 


*AAC Championship Game (20T) 
**Liberty Bowl 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH'S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 
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AMERICAN ATHLETIC — WEST 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH. 

Ken Niumatalolo 
Tith year (84-48) 

CAREER RECORD: 84-48 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Ivin Jasper (11th year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Dale Pehrson (fourth year) 


STADIUM: Navy-Marine Corps 
Memorial Stadium (34,000) 
TICKETS: 800-US4-NAVY 
SITE: Annapolis, Md. 
WEBSITE: navysports.com 
TWITTER: @NavyFB 


»2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1 @HAWAII 

S.8 Memphis 

S15 Lehigh 

§.22 @SMU 

0.6 @AIR FORCE 

0.13 Temple 

0.20 Houston 

0.27 Notre Dame” 

N.3 @CINCINNATI 
N.10 @UCF 

N17 Tulsa 

N.24 @TULANE 

D.8 Army West Point** 


*San Diego, CA; **Philadelphia, PA 


+2017 RESULTS 7-6 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
S| @FLORIDA ATLANTIC 42-19 
S.9 Tulane 23-21 
$23 Cincinnati 42-32 
S.30 @TULSA 31-21 
07 Air Force 48-45 
0.14 @MEMPHIS 27-30 
0.21 UCF 21-31 
N.2. @TEMPLE 26-34 
Nl SMU 43-40 
N18. @NOTRE DAME 17-24 
N.24 @HOUSTON 14-24 
D.9 Army West Point* 13-14 
0.28 Virginia** 49-7 


*Philadelohia, PA 
**Military Bowl 


MIDSHIPMEN 


QB Malcolm Perry 


American Athletic Conference after giving up independent 
status prior to the 2015 season. 

The Midshipmen are 18-6 over their past three seasons in 
league play but still searching for a first conference championship 
trophy. 

Orchestrating Navy’s option-based attack this year will likely be 
two different players. 

Malcolm Perry didn’t start 2017 as the team’s quarterback—he 
was a slot back—but he finished the season at the position. His 
first start resulted in an AAC-record 282 rushing yards and four 
touchdowns against SMU. 

How dynamic was he last season? He became just the third 
player in FBS history to have two runs of 90-plus yards in the 
same season and he set a single-season Navy record by averaging 
8.6 yards per carry on the way to rushing for 1,182 yards. 

How valuable is Perry to Navy’s plans? Spring practice was 
pushed back while he was recovering from a foot injury suffered 
in the Military Bowl so the junior from Clarksville, Tenn., could 
participate. 

Zach Abey was the starting quarterback at the beginning of last 
year. While the 5-9, 185-pound Perry can make things happen on 
the edge with his speed and elusiveness, the 6-2, 212-pound Abey 
is a powerful runner between the tackles. He led the Midshipmen 
in rushing with 1,413 yards and scored 19 touchdowns before 
Perry took over in the ninth game. 

How will veteran coach Ken Niumatalolo use two quarterbacks? 

“(Quarterbacks coach Ivin Jasper) and I have discussed stuff 
and, as we look at it, we will probably having different packages 
for Zach,” Niumatalolo told the Annapolis Capital Gazette. 
“Obviously, we think Zach is too good of a player to sit on the 
bench. He can do everything with the offense. 

“They're definitely different. Obviously, they both have their 
strengths and weaknesses. ... I’ve never been into platooning 
quarterbacks every other series. So I don’t know about doing 
that.” 

The defense is led by senior safety Sean Williams, who'll be a 
co-captain on this year’s team along with running back Anthony 
Gargiulo. Williams finished second in tackles in 2017 with 76. 

Other leaders on defense include senior cornerback Jarid Ryan, 
who shifted to cornerback in the spring after posting a 43-tackle 
season as a starter at free safety last year; Jarvis Polu, a senior end 
who has started 27 consecutive games; and Jackson Pittman, a 
junior tackle and starter in 12 games who had 20 tackles and 3.5 
tackles for loss in 2017. 


N avy, as many expected, has made itself a force in the 


™5-YEAR RECORD 
44-22 
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QB Malcolm Perry* (5-9. 85, Jr) 

RB Tre Walker (5-9, 190, Sr.) 

RB Keoni-Kordell Makekau (5-1), 170, So.) 

RB Anthony Gargiulo (6-2, 239. Sr.) 

LT Jake Hawk® (6-6. 295, Sr) 

LG David Forney* (6-3, 318, Jr) 
Ford Higgins (6-2, 250, Jr.) 

RG Steve Satchell (6-4, 296, Sr) 

RT Andrew Wood" (6-4, 290, Sr.) 

WR Ryan Mitchell (6-3, 190, So.) 

WR Taylor Jackson (6-3, 210, Sr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Jarvis Polu* (6-3, 292, Sr) 

DT Jackson Pittman’® (6-3, 204, Jr) 
DE Marcus Edwards (6-4, 294, Jr) 
LB Elan Nash (5-11, 196, Jr.) 

LB Hudson Sullivan (6-2, 240, Sr) 
LB Tyler Pistorio (6-2. 215. Jr.) 

LB Nizaire Cromartie (6-2, 243, Jr) 
CB Micah Farrar (6-0, 170, So.) 

CB Jarid Ryan* (5-1), 198, Sr) 

S Juan Hailey (6-1, 199, Sr) 

s Sean Williams* (6-1, 190, Sr) 


SPECIALISTS 
® Bennett Moehring* (5-9, 180, Sr.) 
P = Owen White* (5-10, 19), J) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Le sPoRTS 
SRECRUITING REPORT 
‘TOP SIGNEES TASRATEE 
1 Kevin Brennan, © 5" 

2 Trace Oldner, OG 3» 

3 Jalen Smith, ie 56 


Being a freshman at Navy 
and playing football is not easy, 
but safety Kevin Brennan can 
handle it on both sides. He can 
play either safety position and 
is tough. 

Receiver Collins Woods out 
of Alabama has the size to play 
right away and is the type of 
long receiver who blocks well on 
the edge and can also give the 
Midshipmen a downfield target. 
He has good ball skills and could 
excel against man coverage. 


PERRY: GAIL BURTON / AP 


HICKS: MIKE STONE / AP 


HOUSTON 


COUGARS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Major Applewhite 
Second year (7-6) 

CAREER RECORD: 7-6 
STAFE 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kendal Briles (first year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mark D'Onofrio (second year) 


STADIUM: TDECU Stadium 
(40,000) 

TICKETS: 877-COUGAR-S 
SITE: Houston 

WEBSITE: uhcougars.com 
TWITTER: @UHCougarFB 


» 2018 SCHEDULE ail 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 


S.1 @RICE 38-3 
$8 Arizona 19-16 
$15 @TEXAS TECH 24-27 
S.22 Texas Southern 

04 Tulsa 17-45 
0.13 @EAST CAROLINA 52-27 
0.20 @NAVY 24-14 
0.27 South Florida 28-24 
N.3 @SMU 35-22 
N10 Temple 20-13 
N.1S Tulane 17-20 
N.23. @MEMPHIS 38-42 


2017 Record: 7-5 


Lost to Fresno State 33-27 in the 
Hawaii Bowl 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB D’EriqKing* (5-11, }90, Jr) 

RB MulbahCar (6-0, 210. Jr) 

LT Josh Jones* (6-5, 303. Jr.) 

LG Braylon Jones* (6-3, 311, Jr) 

C Will Noble* (6-4, 297, Sr.) 

RG Mason Denley* (6-4, 308, Sr.) 

RT  Jarrid Williams (6-6, 295, Jr.) 

TE Romello Brooker (6-5, 240, Sr) 
WR Courtney Lark (6-2, 195, Jr) 

WR Keith Corbin’ (6-2, 195, Jr) 

WR Marquez Stevenson (5-!, 177,S0) 


DEFENSE 

DE Isaiah Chambers (6-4, 261, So) 

DT EdOliver* (6-3, 290, Jr) 

DE Jerard Carter (6-2, 285, Sr.) 

LB Emeke Egbule* (6-3, 245, Sr) 
Roman Brown (5-11, 222, Sr.) 
Austin Robinson® (6-3, 235. Sr) 

LB Leroy Godfrey* (6-2, 235, Jr.) 

CB Alexander Myres* (5-10, 192. Sr) 

CB Isaiah Johnson* (6-3, 195, Sr) 

S Garrett Davis* (6-0, 205, Sr.) 

S _ Deontay Anderson (6-1, 221, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


« Caden Novikoff* (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
P Dane Roy* (6-7, 240, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


ouston’s 
plan of 
attack for 


2018 will be engineered by an 
offense-minded coach with a 
familiar name. 

Kendal Briles is the Cougars’ 
new offensive coordinator. The 
son of former UH coach Art 
Briles, he spent nine seasons at 
Baylor and last year at Florida 
Atlantic coordinating Lane 
Kiffin’s offense. 

Changes will be minimal, 
Briles says, as the goal remains 
the same: Throw the ball 
downfield. 

Junior D’Eriq King took over 
the quarterback spot in the 
final four games of last season. 
He threw for 1,260 yards 
and seven touchdowns and, 
interestingly, is the team’s top 
returning receiver after making 
29 catches for 264 yards before 
moving to QB. 

The next generation of 
Cougar wide receivers will take 
over, with juniors Courtney 
Lark (13 catches, 235 yards, 

2 TDs) and Keith Corbin (10 
receptions) trying to fill a spot 
hit hard by graduation. 

The defense will be buoyed 
by defensive tackle Ed Oliver, 
the reigning AAC Defensive 
Player of the Year. A two-time 
consensus All-American, Oliver 
also won the Outland Trophy 
last season as the nation’s top 
lineman. 

Houston will receive a 
significant boost on defense 
with three transfers arriving 
from Power Five schools. End 
Isaiah Chambers (ex-TCU) will 
join the defensive line after 
coming up with two sacks in 
the Cougars’ spring game. 
Linebacker Darrion Owens is a 
graduate transfer who played 
39 games in three seasons 
at Miami (Fla.), while safety 
Deontay Anderson (ex-Ole 
Miss) was also very impressive 
in the spring, making five 
tackles in the annual Red & 
White Game. 

Houston will get some early 
litmus tests in nonconference 
play. After the annual game 
with Rice, the Cougars play 
host to Arizona before traveling 
to Texas Tech. 


MUSTANGS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Sonny Dykes 
First year 

CAREER RECORD: 41-45 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Rhett Lashlee (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kevin Kane (first year) 


STADIUM: Gerald J. Ford Stadium 
(32,000) 

TICKETS: 214-768-4263 

SITE: Dallas 

WEBSITE: smumustangs.com 
TWITTER: @SMU_Football 


»2018 SCHEDULE peer 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 


S.1 @NORTH TEXAS 54-32 
$7 TCU : 36-56 
S15 @MICHIGAN 

$22 Navy 40-43 
§.29 Houston Baptist 

0.6 @UCF 24-3) 
0.20 @TULANE 41-38 
0.27 Cincinnati 31-28" 
N.3 Houston 22-35 
N.10 @CONNECTICUT 49-28 
N16 Memphis 45-66 
N.24. @TULSA 38-34 


2017 Record: 7-6 | *OT 


Lost to Louisiana Tech 51-10 inthe 
Frisco Bowl 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB BenHicks* (6-), 205, Jr) 

RB Xavier Jones* (5-10, 203, Jr.) 

LY Chad Pursley* (6-4, 277, Sr.) 

LG Nick Natour* (6-4, 288, Sr.) 

© Hayden Howerton (6-4, 260, So.) 
RG Jacob Todora* (6-4, 280, So.) 
RT Bryce Wilds* (6-7, 299, Jr.) 

TE Ryan Becker (6-5, 235, Jr) 

WR James Proche (5-1), 185, Jr.) 

WR Myron Gailliard (5-9, 180. Jr.) 
WR Alex Honey (6-4, 196, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Delontae Scott* (6-5, 264, Jr) 
BT Chris Biggurs (6-3, 288, Jr) 

NT  Pono Davis* (6-2, 282, Jr.) 

DE Demerick Gary (6-3, 275, Jr.) 
LB Delano Robinson (5-1], 209, So.) 
LB Jordon Williams” (6-), 219, Jr) 
8 Kyran Mitchell* (6-0. 225, Sr.) 
CB Jordan Wyatt* (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
CB Christian Davis* (6-0, 184, Jr.) 
S  Mikial Onu* (5-11, 200, Jr.) 

S Rodney Clemons* (6-0, 191, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Jamie Sackville* (5-1), 195, Jr) 
P Kevin Robledo* (6-2, 170. Jr.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


he Sonny 
Dykes Era has —_— 
started in Dallas. 


The veteran offensive guru was 
named head coach last December 
after Chad Morris took the 
Arkansas job. 

“Coach Morris did great things 
here and I am fortunate that I 
have been selected to take the 
foundation Chad and his staff 
put in place and take it toa new 
level,” Dykes says. “And, make 
no mistake-that is what we plan 
to do.” 

Dykes won’t be eased into 
his new role. The first six games 
include TCU, Michigan, Navy and 
UCF. 


iy, \ 


Ben Hicks 


Fortunately, SMU has a 
returning quarterback in Ben 
Hicks. The junior will learn 
from new offensive coordinator 
Rhett Lashlee, who moved to 
Dallas after spending the last two 
seasons at Auburn and UConn, 
respectively. Hicks threw for 
3,569 yards and a school-record 
33 touchdowns against only 12 
interceptions last season. 

The Mustangs also have an 
embarrassment of riches at 
running back. Junior Xavier Jones 
ran for 1,075 yards and nine 
touchdowns last season. Senior 
Braeden West returns and he 
had 1,036 rushing yards in 2016. 
Junior Ke’Mon Freeman (543 
yards in 2017) also has plenty of 
upside. 

Defensively, safety Mikial 
Onu is SMU’s top playmaker. 

He led the team with 105 tackles 
last season. Linebacker Kyran 
Mitchell had 15.5 tackles for loss 
in 2017, including 4.5 sacks. 
Cornerback Jordan Wyatt led the 
team with four interceptions and 
two pick-sixes. 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 
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TULANE TULSA 


Third year (9-15) 
CAREER RECORD: 163-84 


Last year ended just inches 
short when the Green Wave was 


Fourth year (18-20) 
CAREER RECORD: 18-20 


4 GREEN WAVE GOLDEN HURRICANE 

I 

5 ulane is he fall was 

E FAST FACTS | hopeful that EASWEACTS i harsh for 

4 HEAD COACH ill ey ae d htof see Tulsa last 

8 ; will end its four-year drought o J season. 

fy Willie Fritz postseason play. Philip Montgomery Just one year removed from 
<q 


a 10-3 campaign, coach Philip 
Montgomery’s team plummeted 


nd stopped at the goal line against — to a 2-10 mark and the worst 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: SMU as time expired in the OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: record among the American’s 12 
Doug Ruse (third year) season finale, leaving them one Philip Montgomery (fourth year) schools. 
CHR victory short of bowl eligibility. Srey tare ara ia While there were numerous 
The Green Wave, under heartbreaking losses—five games 
arene third-year coach Willie Fritz, TEAMINEG were decided by seven points or 
STADIUM: Yulman Stadium has plenty of tools in place on STADIUM: H.A. Chapman Stadium fewer in a game’s final minute— 
ee ae Be WAVE offense for another run to that Seek Seen Tulsa needs to avoid getting in 
SITE: New Orleans elusive sixth victory. SITE: Tulsa, Okla. ; tough spots. 
WEBSITE: tulanegreenwave.com WEBSITE: tulsahurricane.com Two quarterbacks, Chad 
TWITTER: @GreenWaveFB TWITTER: @TulsaFootball President and Luke Skipper, saw 
action in 2017. Both return, but 
President missed spring drills 
after a surgical repair to a torn 
» 2018 SCHEDULE » 2018 SCHEDULE ACL. 
A.30 Wake Forest $1 Central Arkansas he Gotten arneae caress 
$8 Nicholls 58  @TEXAS struggled for consistency in the 
S15 @UAB Jonathan Banks is a dual- S15. Arkansas State passing game. Tulsa had only six 
S.22 @OHIO STATE — threat quarterback who leads S.20 @TEMPLE 22-43 touchdown passes all season, 
5.28 Memphis 26-56 the offense for Tulane. The 0.4 _@HOUSTON 4517 which was next to last nationally 
ae eoveuen ar senior threw for 1,797 yards ae atarre 20-27 behind Army West Point, which 
0.27 @TULSA 6228 last year and is the team’s top 0.27 Tulane 28.62 attempted only 65 passes in 
N.3 @SOUTHFLORIDA 28-34 ~—sreturning rusher with 592 yards. N3 Connecticut 14-20 2017. 
N10 East Carolina 31-24* He totaled 19 touchdowns. NJO @MEMPHIS 14-41 The Hurricane will need 
N15 _@HOUSTON 20-17 The run-heavy offense has N.7_ @NAVY 23) a replacement for D’Angelo 
Needs Navy: 2125 rushed for at least 100 yards NzeeSnU 3438 Brewer, the school’s career 
2017 Record: 5-7 | *OT in 27 consecutive games, but it 2017 Record: 2-10 rushing leader who graduated, 
will need a new running back to but Shamari Brooks set a 
emerge. Darius Bradwell is the freshman rushing record last 
PROJECTED STARTERS ‘!¢aim’s top returning running PROJECTED STARTERS __8¢aS0n with 687 yards and 10 


back after rushing for 411 yards 


touchdowns in nine games. 


OFFENSE oe OFFENSE 3 ; ; 

€ii Sedition Gases on 66 carries in 2017. ' ea Gee ea Wide receivers Justin Hobbs and 
RB Darius Bradwell (6-1, 235, Jr.) The offensive line will be RB Shamari Brooks (5-9. 185, So.) Keenen Johnson will be the top 
LT Tyler Johnson* (6-3, 275, Jr) considered a strength with four LY Chris ivy Jr.(6-3, 285, Jr) targets in the passing game. 

LG Corey Dublin* (6-4, 300, So.) returning starters: left tackle LG Tyler Bowling’ (6-6, 325, Sr) “The base plan of what 

€ — Hunter Knighton (6-5, 300, Sr) Tyler Johnson, left guard Corey © Chandler Miller* (6-3, 293, Sr) we're going to do stays the 

RG Dominique Briggs* (6-3, 295, Sr.) Dublin, right guard Dominique RG Tiller Bucktrot (6-5, 336, So.) same—we'll be a fast, uptempo 
RT pence tat (6-7, a. Sr) Briggs and right tackle John RT Willie Wright" (6-3, 296, Sr.) team and we're going to push 

TE Charles Jones II* (6-4. 260, Sr) TE Chris Minter* (6-2, 247, Sr) + 

WR. Jabril Clewis* (6-2. 215, Sr.) Leglue. ‘ ; WR Justin Hobbs* (6-4, 218, Sr.) the envelope w hen it comes to 
WR. Darnell Mooney’ (5-1I,170, Jr) Darnell Mooney is the team’s WR Keenen Johnson’ (6-1, 96, Jr) those things,” Montgomery says. 
WR. Terren Encalade* (6-0, 190, Sr) top receiving threat and caught WR Josh Stewart* (6-3, 211, 0.) “We have to get back to pushing 
DEFENSE 34 passes for 599 yards and four DEFENSE the ball down the field a little bit 
ou neberiianmedyr Gasis. touchdowns last season. Jabril gery ace aye more. f 

DT Patrick Johnson (6-3, 255, So) Clewis had 16 catches for 174 DT Tyarise Stevenson (6-3, 340, So.) The defense will be 

MT Braynon Edwards (6-2, 330, Sr) yards and looks to contribute DT Shemarr Robinson’ (6-3, 307, Jr) strengthened by the return of 

DE Larry Bryant (6-1, 205, Jr) more as a senior. DE Trevis Gipson (6-4, 239, Jr) senior safety McKinley Whitfield, 
LB Lawrence Graham (5-10, 230, Jr) Senior linebacker Zachery LB Diamon Cannon’ (6-2, 232. Jr) who has played in 38 games with 
Be = See aty MONE (GO. 225 SE Harris is the team’s top returning BL Coors Esnistag 5 238. a) 14 starts. He had a team-high 113 
pacer del ah tackler with 69 stops last season. pee oT Mee tackles last year and registered 
CB Thakarius Keyes (6-1, 190, Jr.) a CB Reggie Robinson Il* (6-1, 190, Jr.) ‘ . 

CB Donnie Lewis Jr.* (6-0. 195, Sr) The secondary will be anchored €B Malik Welch (6-1.190, So) eight games with double-figure 

S Chase Kuerschen* (6-1, 210,50) by safeties Chase Kuerschen and S Manny Bunch* (6-1,197, Jr) tackles. 

S Roderic Teamer Jr." (6-0, 210, Sr) Roderic Teamer Jr. S McKinley Whitfield’ (6-3. 216. Sr) Safeties Manny Bunch and 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Merek Glover* (6-0, 195, Jr.) 
P = Zachary Block* (6-5, 200, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


The nonconference schedule 
includes two Power Five 
opponents with a season- 
opening visit from Wake Forest 
and a road trip to Ohio State. 


SPECIALISTS 
“ ~~ Nathan Walker (5-10. 170. Sr.) 
P Thomas Bennett* (6-3, 180, Jr.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Jordan Mitchell return after 
having their 2017 campaigns 
disrupted by season-ending knee 
injuries. Both bring experience 
and depth to the secondary. 
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Street & Smith’s Yearbooks are available for all iOS devices. Now you can read 
the magazines, watch videos and share your favorite content from your iPad, 
iPhone or iPod Touch. Download the app from the iOS App Store today! 
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ATLANTIC DIVISION 
Clemson 


BOWL PROJECTION: Orange Bow! (CFP Semifinal) 


Florida State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Sun Bow! 


N.C. State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Music City Bowl 


Boston College 


BOWL PROJECTION; Military Bow! 


Louisville 


BOWL PROJECTION: independence Bow! 


Syracuse 


COASTAL DIVISION 
Miami 


BOWL PROJECTION: Peach Bow! 


Virginia Tech 


BOWL PROJECTION: Belk Bow! 


Georgia Tech 


BOWL PROJECTION: Pinstripe Bow! 


Pittsburgh 


BOWL PROJECTION: Quick Lane Bow! 


BOWL PROJECTION: Texas Bow! 


North Carolina 


Virginia 
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Terrific Tigers have ACC 
rivals by the tail again 


BY PATRICK STEVENS 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


he root of Clemson’s success 

this decade is coach Dabo 

Swinney’s ability to stack strong 

recruiting classes on top of 
each other. Still, he might have outdone 
himself this past January. 

In a three-day stretch, defensive 
linemen Austin Bryant, Clelin Ferrell and 
Christian Wilkins along with linebacker 
Kendall Joseph and cornerback Mark 
Fields all announced they would remain 
with the Tigers for another season. And 
just like that, Clemson’s already imposing 
defense became a whole lot stronger. 

It also underscored the point that 
everyone else in the ACC is chasing the 
Tigers, who enter this season as a favorite 
to win a fourth consecutive conference 
title and will surely be in the hunt for a 
berth to the sport’s four-team national 
playoff. 

No ACC team has won four league titles 
in a row since Florida State dominated 
for nearly a decade upon joining the 
conference in 1992. The list of serious 
threats to Clemson isn’t a long one. 

The Seminoles are regrouping from an 


TRENDING 


STORIES TO WATCH 


injury-riddled offseason and now have 
anew coach in Willie Taggart. Louisville 
must replace a Heisman quarterback, 
Lamar Jackson. Virginia Tech has a lot of 
pieces to replace on its stellar defense. 
And N.C. State, which could prove to be 
Clemson’s greatest threat in the Atlantic 
Division, suffered some major personnel 
losses—notably defensive end Bradley 
Chubb. 

The best possibility to wrest the 
conference crown from Clemson is the 
same team the Tigers drubbed 38-3 in last 
year’s ACC Championship Game. That 
performance aside, last year still went 
down as a breakout season for Miami, 
which strung together a bunch of tight 
victories and ultimately claimed the 
Coastal Division crown. 

Quarterback Malik Rosier and the 
Hurricanes should be fine on offense, and 
the defense that introduced the world to 
the “Turnover Chain” should again be 
among the best in the ACC. 

While Clemson remains ensconced 
at the top of the league, there’s been 
another helpful development for the 
league’s strength: Last year marked the 
first time Duke and Wake Forest went to 
a bowl in the same year, while Virginia 
ended a five-season bowl drought. 


(} Taggart takes over. After a one-year stop 


at Oregon, former South Florida coach 
Willie Taggart returns to the Sunshine State to 
succeed Jimbo Fisher in Tallahassee. Florida 
State was a mess last year. Can Taggart get the 


Seminoles back to 10-win territory immediately? 
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2018 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


RATING THE ACC 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
Ahmmon Richards, Miami 
Assuming he's over an injury-riddled sophomore year, 
Richards is still the best speed merchant in the ACC. 


by Steve Wiltfong, 247Sports 2<sronr= COMPOSITE 
eee tere +e » BEST HANDS 
TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR 3-STAR Greg Dortch, WR, Wake Forest 
SCHOOL PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS 5) The always-reliable Dortch caught more than 70 
© CLEMSON = 5 7 5 aake7 percent of the passes thrown his way as a freshman. 
© miami 23 1 4 8 280.87 > en As scree ed 
an Finley, N.C. State 

9 FLORIDA STATE 2 ° 3 8 265.42 Now entering his third season as the Pack’s starter, 
© NORTH CAROLINA 21 0 6 15 227.35 Finley completed 65.1 percent of his passes last year. 
© VIRGINIA TECH 26 0 7 19 226.01 » BEST RUNNING GB 

© N.C. STATE 24 0 6 7 220.57 TaQuon Marshall, Georgia Tech 

@ LOUISVILLE 24 0 4 20 215.79 With Lamar Jackson off to the NFL, he wins easily. 
© PITTSBURGH 21 0 1 20 193.19 » MOST ELUSIVE RB 

© SYRACUSE 19 0 1 18 186.48 Travis Etienne, Clemson 

© GEORGIA TECH 21 0 2 19 185.49 His 7.2 yards per carry helped him finish ith in the ACC 
© WAKE FOREST 2 0 0 2? 178.71 in rushing despite receiving just 107 attempts. 

@® DUKE 16 () 1 15 176.85 » BEST ATHLETE © 

© VIRGINIA a ul 2 z Lcd me Ae oe ret early in his 

i y uniti y inhi 
© BOSTON COLLEGE 22 0 1 19 172.47 freshman year but still managed a 1,000-yard season. 


ALL-ACC 


OFFENSE 

QB Ryan Finley, Sr., N.C. State 

RB AJDillon, So., Boston College 

RB CamAkers, So., Florida State 

OL Mitch Hyatt, Sr., Clemson 

OL Parker Braun, Jr., Georgia Tech 

OL Justin Falcinelli, Sr., Clemson 

OL Chris Lindstrom, Sr., Boston College 
OL Alec Eberle, Sr., Florida State 

TE Tommy Sweeney, Sr., Boston College 
WR  Jaylen Smith, Sr., Louisville 

WR. Greg Dortch, So., Wake Forest 


DEFENSE 

DL Clelin Ferrell, Jr. Clemson 

DL Christian Wilkins, Sr., Clemson 
DL Dexter Lawrence, Jr,, Clemson 
DL Austin Bryant, Sr., Clemson 

LB Joe Giles-Harris, Jr, Duke 

LB Shaquille Quarterman, Jr., Miami 
LB Kendall Joseph, Sr., Clemson 
DB Mark Gilbert, Jr, Duke 

DB Michael Jackson, Sr., Miami 

DB Jaquan Johnson, Sr., Miami 

DB Lukas Denis, Sr., Boston College 


SPECIALISTS 
K Ricky Aguayo, Jr., Florida State 
P Lester Coleman, Sr., Virginia 


>» HEISMAN HOPEFUL 
While the stiff-arming statue is probably 


- 


going to a player on a playoff 
contender, Clemson's running 
backs and receivers seem 
likely to spread the wealth this 
season. Florida State’s Cam) 
‘Akers might not play for a 


top-10 team, but he’ll have ample opportunity 
to roll up big numbers for the Seminoles. 


» BEST UNDER PRESSURE 
AJ Dillon, RB, Boston College 
Everyone in the stadium knows he’s getting the ball 
and he’s still a good bet to roll for 100 yards per game. 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Dexter Lawrence, DT, Clemson 
You could pick just about anyone from Clemson's 
D-line, but Lawrence's ceiling might be the highest. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 
Trevor Lawrence, Q8, Clemson 
The 6-5 early enrollee is the future for the Tigers. How 
quickly can he become the present as well? 


» TOP TRANSFER 
Bryce Perkins, QB, Virginia 
The Cavs need a replacement for Kurt Benkert, and 
the athletic juco transfer is a good bet to step in. 


» HARDEST HITTER 
Jaquan Johnson, S, Miami 
He got his hands on the “Turnover Chain” repeatedly in 
2017, collecting 96 tackles and three forced fumbles. 


» BEST INTERVIEW 
Dino Babers, head coach, Syracuse 
The loquacious Babers is doing his part off the field to 
keep Syracuse football from being an afterthought. 


» BEST HEAD COACH 
Dabo Swinney, Clemson 
No one in the ACC can match his resume from 2015-17. 


» COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
Brent Venables, DC, Clemson 
[t's only a matter of time before the Tigers’ defensive 
maestro has a program of his own. 


» HOTTEST SEAT 
Dino Babers, Syracuse 
He's only in his third year and is 8-16 at SU; 
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ON THE RISE @N THE WANE predecessor Scott Shafer was 10-15 after two seasons 
and was fired upon going 4-8 in his third. Babers 
BOSTON COLLEGE needs six wins to match Shafer's three-year total 


» The Eagles played very well in 

the second half of last season, 
and sophomore AJ Dillon is the favorite to 
lead the ACC in rushing. Steve Addazio's 
team could finally crack the seven-win 
ceiling. 


» BEST GAME-DAY ATMOSPHERE 
Memorial Stadium, Clemson 
The Tigers’ fans are as invested as ever and Death 
Valley is a tremendous environment. 


» TOP SCHOLAR 
Christian Wilkins, DL, Clemson 
The first Tiger to graduate in two and a half years, 
Wilkins is a three-time Academic All-ACC pick. 


» BEST TWEETER 
Willie Taggart, head coach, Florida State 
(@CoachTaggart) 
His hashtag of choice, #DoSomething, is an echo of 
the pleas fans directed at FSU’s offense last season. 


LOUISVILLE : 
» The Cardinals shouldn't 
fall too much without Lamar 


Jackson, but some of that is a function of 
only going 8-5 last year. Unlike the last 

two seasons, contention for a conference 
title doesn’t seem likely in the preseason. 


The biggest shoes @ Another step for Miami? The 
to fill in the league belong to 2016 Hurricanes finally made their first 
Heisman winner Lamar Jackson. ACC title game appearance last season, 
Louisville’s new quarterback is likely to be riding the “Turnover Chain” to a Coastal 
Jawon Pass, who could be in for a superb Division title. Can they go a bit further 
season in Bobby Petrino’s offense. and earn a national playoff bid in 2018? 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Dabo Swinney 
Tith year (101-30) 
CAREER RECORD: 101-30 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Tony Elliott (fourth year) 

Jeff Scott (fourth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brent Venables (seventh year) 


TEAMINEO — 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium 
(81,500) 

TICKETS: 1-800-CLEMSON 
SITE: Clemson, S.C. 
WEBSITE: clemsontigers.com 
TWITTER: @ClemsonFB 


2018 SCHEDULE 
$1 Furman _ 

S.8  @TEXAS A&M 

S.15 Georgia Southern 
$.22 @GEORGIA TECH 
$.29 Syracuse 

0.6 @WAKE FOREST 
0.20 N.C. State 

0.27. @FLORIDA STATE 
N.3 Louisville 

N10 @BOSTON COLLEGE 
N17 Duke 

N.24 South Carolina 


2017 RESULTS 12-2 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
$.2_ Kent State 56-3 
$9 Auburn 14-6 
$16 @LOUISVILLE 47-21 
S.23. Boston College 34-7 
$.30 @VIRGINIA TECH 31-17 
0.7 Wake Forest 28-14 
* 0.13 @SYRACUSE 24-27 
0.28 Georgia Tech 24-10 
N.4 @N.C. STATE 38-31 
N.1l_ Florida State 31-14 
N18 The Citadel 61-3 
N.25, @SOUTH CAROLINA 34-10 
D2. Miami (Fla.)° 38-3 
J Alabama** 6-24 
*ACC Championship Game 
**Sugar Bowl 


TIGERS 


DT Christian Wilkins 


lemson couldn’t make it three 
~ National title game appearances in 
arow. The Tigers, though, could be 
on their way to playing on the final 
day of the season again this year. 

Unlike the reload-on-the-fly team in 2017 
that broke in a new quarterback and had to 
replace the bulk of its total offense, Clemson 
has answers everywhere. It brings back 17 
starters, the most for the program since 1995. 

Think the miserly defense that smothered 
nearly everyone in its path was strong last 
year? It could be even better this time around. 

Thus the expectations in Death Valley are 
considerable. Perhaps they’re not as outsized 
as two years ago, when the Tigers were 
not only coming off a national 
title game trip but possessed 
a program cornerstone in 
quarterback Deshaun Watson. 
But they’re not far off. 

For the Tigers—and, frankly, 
most other serious national title 
contenders-it begins with a stellar 
defensive line. Coordinator Brent 
Venables would have figured things out had 
there been an exodus to the NFL after last 
season. Instead, there wasn’t, and the Tigers 
should have the country’s best defensive front. 

Ends Clelin Ferrell and Austin Bryant 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
DT Christian Wilkins 


The versatile 6-4, 300-pound senior 
from Springfield, Mass., can play anywhere 
along the line and was a disruptive force at 
tackle last season. But Wilkins isn’t alone. 
All four of Clemson's starting defensive 
linemen have considerable potential in 
their looming pro careers. 


combined for 33.5 tackles for loss and 18.0 
sacks. Christian Wilkins made 53 stops 


with Dexter Lawrence. All but 


remained in school. 
Senior Kendall Joseph (87 


games last season. 
Vulnerability is a relative term for the 


Clemson defense, but if there is an area of 
concern, it’s a secondary that saw a pair 
of starters depart. Junior Trayvon Mullen 


and helped clog up the middle along 


Lawrence were eligible to turn 
pro after last season. All of them 


tackles) is the top returnee in the 
linebacking corps, with Tre Lamar 
also further along after starting eight 


WILKINS: JOHN KORDUNER / ICON SPORTSWIRE 
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BRYANT: BOB LEVERONE / AP 


will take over as the top corner after Ryan Carter’s 
departure, while Tanner Muse and K’Von Wallace both 
saw extensive time at safety last season. 

Kelly Bryant, Watson’s successor at quarterback, 
never relinquished control of the job even as he dealt 
with a concussion and an ankle injury in the middle 
of the season. Bryant threw for 2,802 yards and 13 
touchdowns while completing 65.8 percent of his 
passes and rushed for another 11 scores and should 
head into camp atop the depth chart. 

Nonetheless, early enrollee Trevor Lawrence and 
sophomore Hunter Johnson could see time as well 
behind Bryant. 

While Bryant will have an impact on the rushing 
game, the return of both sophomore Travis Etienne and 
junior Tavien Feaster ensures the backfield remains a 
strength. That duo combined for 1,435 yards and 20 
touchdowns last season, and they'll work behind an 
offensive line that returns four starters, including All- 
America candidate Mitch Hyatt at left tackle. 

Clemson has options—if not much experience outside 
of senior Hunter Renfrow (60 catches in 2017)—among 
its wideouts. Tee Higgins, Amari Rodgers, Diondre 
Overton and Trevion Thompson all have a chance to 
expand their playing time this fall. 

The Tigers were just 12-for-19 on field goals last 
year and missed kicker Greg Huegel after he suffered 
a season-ending knee injury in practice. But Huegel 
is back for his senior year and will compete with Alex 
Spence in the hopes of improving the team’s meager 
7-of-14 showing from beyond 29 yards. 

Clemson has rattled off seven consecutive 10-win 
seasons, and it’s nearly a given the Tigers will do the 
same this year. Swinney’s program has claimed three 
ACC titles in a row, and last year’s 38-3 rout of Miami in 
the conference championship game illustrated the gap 
between Clemson and the rest of the league. 

The Tigers have lost only twice to conference 
opponents in the last three seasons, and it’s unlikely 
they stumble much this year, either. But Clemson 
has trips to Texas A&M and Florida State, and those 
contests along with the ACC title game appear to be the 
biggest obstacles between the Tigers and their now- 
usual place in college football’s final four. 


2B SPORTS 
RECRUITING REPORT 


‘s TOP SIGNEES entrar 
1 Trevor Lawrence, © 5» 

2 Xavier Thomas, 5* 

3 K.J.Henry, S* 


Clemson 
signed the best 
pound-for-pound 
recruiting class 
in the country, a 
17-player haul headlined by five five-stars, including 
the top-ranked prospect in the 247Sports Composite 
ratings, Trevor Lawrence, who enrolled early after 
breaking all of Deshaun Watson's prep passing 
records in Georgia last fall. The No. 1 class in the ACC 
has difference-makers at every position on both 
sides of the ball, with the strength coming in the 
front seven. Defensive linemen Xavier Thomas, K.J. 
Henry, Justin Mascoll, Josh Belk and Darnell Jefferies 
were all coveted. The next star at wide receiver for 
the Tigers, Derion Kendrick, was a big get. 


J 


“RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


“PASSING 
Kelly Bryant 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. 1D Ava/G 


MW BL? 262-398-8658 2802113 2001 
RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Travis Etienne B10? 766 72 B 589 
“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/6 
HunterRenfrow 14 60 602 10.0 3 430 
“TACKLES —_GP._Solo_Assist__ Total 
Kendall Joseph Ql 0) 3 87 

“SACKS 7 GP No. ‘Yards 
Clelin Ferrell 4 95 6] 

“INTERCEPTIONS Ho. Yards Avg. 1D 
Trayvon Mullen 710 00 | 0 


SCORING 466 190 
Points Per Game 33.3 13.6 
FIRST DOWNS 309 207 
Rushing 136 99 
Passing 154 89 
Penalty 19 19 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2717 1608 
Yards gained rushing 3088 1961 
Yards lost rushing 371 353 
Rushing Attempts 578 512 
Average Per Rush 47 31 
Average Per Game 194.1 114.9 
TDs Rushing 40 5 
PASSING YARDAGE 3297 2266 
Comp-Att-Int 309-470-9 208-396-14 
Average Per Pass 7.0 57 
Average Per Catch 10.7 10.9 
Average Per Game 235.5 161.9 
TDs Passing 17 16 
TOTAL OFFENSE 6014 3874 
Total Plays 1048 908 
Average Per Play 57 43 


Average Per Game 429.6 276.7 
KICK RETURNS: #-YDS 28-538 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 29-322 21-206 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 14-214 9-98 


KICK RETURN AVG, 19.2 19.6 
PUNT RETURN AVG. ii 98 
INT RETURN AVG, 15.3 10.9 
FUMBLES-LOST 20-7 17-6 
PENALTIES-YARDS 69-608 74-631 
Average Per Game 43.4 451 
PUNTS-YARDS 71-2886. 104-4522 
Average Per Punt 40.6 43.5 


Net punt average 36.6 38.5 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 30:40 29:20 


3RD-DOWN CONV. 101/218 65/222 
3rd-Down Pct. 46% 29% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 13/18 15/26 
4th-Down Pct. 72% 58% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 46-246 31-203 
MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDS SCORED 62 22 
FG-ATTEMPTS 12-19 12-19 
ATTENDANCE 565412 304203 
Games/Avg PerGame 7/80773 5/6084i 
Neutral Site Games 2/73366 


CLEMSON 129 114 137 86 O 466 
Opponent 51 19 35 85 O 190 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 


‘ 5-YEAR RECORD 
61-9 
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M1-2 10-3 14-1 14-1 12-2 
2017 


C0 ES 


CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Titie 


OFFENSE 
GB Kelly Bryant* (6-4, 220, Sr) 
Trevor Lawrence (6-5, 205, Fr.) 
RB Tavien Feaster® (5-1), 220, Jr.) 
Travis Etienne (5-10, 200, So.) 
LT Mitch Hyatt* (6-5, 305, Sr.) 
Jackson Carman (6-6, 350, Fr.) 
LG JohnSimpson (6-4, 320, Jr) 
Matt Bockhorst (6-3, 305, Fr.) 
C Justin Falcinelli* (6-4, 305, Sr.) 
Gage Cervenka (6-3, 320, Jr.) 
RG Sean Pollard* (6-5, 315, Jr.) 
Cade Stewart (6-2, 300, So.) 
RT  Tremayne Anchrum’* (6-2, 290, Jr.) 
Chandler Reeves (6-7, 285, So.) 
TE Milan Richard* (6-2, 255, Sr.) 
Garrett Williams (6-4, 245, Jr.) 
WR Amari Rodgers (5-9. 210, So.) 
Trevion Thompson (6-2, 200, Sr.) 
WR Tee Higgins (6-4, 200, So.) 
Diondre Overton (6-5, 205, Jr.) 
WR Hunter Renfrow’ (5-10. 180, Sr.) 
T.J. Chase (6-1, 185, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE ClelinFerrell* (6-5, 260, Jr) 
Xavier Thomas (6-3, 255, Fr.) 

DT DexterLawrence® (6-4, 340, Jr) 
Albert Huggins (6-3, 305, Sr.) 

DT Christian Wilkins* (6-4, 300, Sr) 
Nyles Pinckney (6-1, 300, So.) 

DE Austin Bryant* (6-5, 265, Sr.) 
K.J. Henry (6-5, 235, Fr.) 

LB Isaiah Simmons (6-3, 225, So.) 
Jalen Williams (5-10, 210, Sr.) 

LB TreLamar* (6-4, 250, Jr) 
James Skalski (6-0, 240, Jr) 

LB Kendall Joseph® (6-0, 225, Sr.) 
Shaq Smith (6-2, 245. So.) 

CB Trayvon Mullen* (6-2, 190. Jr) 
A.J. Terrell (6-1, 190, So.) 

CB Mark Fields (5-11, 180, Sr.) 
Kyler McMichael (6-), 185, Fr.) 

s K’Von Wallace® (6-0, 195, Jr) 
Denzel Johnson (6-1, 200, Jr) 

S Tanner Muse* (6-2, 225, Jr) 
Isaiah Simmons (6-3, 225, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Greg Huegel (5-11, 195. Sr.) 
P ——- Will Spiers* (6-4, 225, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Willie Taggart 
First year 
CAREER RECORD: 47-50 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Walt Bell (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Harlon Barnett (first year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Doak Campbell Stadium 
(79,560) 

TICKETS: 888-378-6653 

SITE: Tallahassee, Fla. 

WEBSITE: seminoles.com 
TWITTER: @FSU_Football 


2018 SCHEDULE 
$3 Virginia Tech 
S.8 Samford 

S15 @SYRACUSE 
§.22 Northern Illinois 
$.29 @LOUISVILLE 
0.6 @MIAMI (FLA.) 
0.20 Wake Forest 
0.27 Clemson 

N.3 @N.C. STATE 
N.10 @NOTRE DAME 
N17 Boston College 
N.24 Florida 


2017 RESULTS 7-6 


$.2.  Alabama* 7-24 
$.23 N.C. State 21-27 
S.30 @WAKE FOREST 26-19 
0.7 Miami (Fla.) 20-24 
0.14 @DUKE 17-10 
0.21 Louisville 28-31 
0.27 @BOSTON COLLEGE 3-35 
N.4 Syracuse 27-24 
N.Il_ @CLEMSON 14-31 
N.18 Delaware State 77-6 

; N.25  @FLORIDA 38-22 
D.2 Louisiana-Monroe 42-10 
0.27 Southern Miss** 42-13 
“Atlanta, GA. 


**Iindependence Bowl 


FLORIDA STATE 


SEMINOLES 


DE Brian Burns 


t started when Bobby Bowden was nudged 

into retirement and ended with a broken 

Christmas tree tossed to the curb on the 

first day of December. Between taking 
over a program that had fallen from its perch 
among college football's elite and taking a 
massive $75 million deal at Texas A&M, Jimbo 
Fisher had taken Florida State to three ACC 
titles and a national championship during his 
eight-year run. 

But a 7-6 season brought both Fisher’s 
wanderlust and the Seminoles’ post-Jameis 
Winston recruiting foibles at quarterback 
into full view. Seminoles fans, never the 
most patient lot, grew restless during 
an uneven season and Fisher 
ultimately skedaddled for a place 
in the rough-and-tumble SEC 
West. 

That’s the backdrop greeting 
Willie Taggart at Florida State. 
Taggart is responsible for 
Western Kentucky’s first success 
at the FBS level, building South 
Florida into an American Athletic Conference 
contender and then spending a year getting 
Oregon back to the postseason. 

The expectations would have eventually 
grown large in Eugene. They immediately are 
enormous in Tallahassee. 

Last season was Florida State’s worst since 
Bowden’s swansong in 2009, and it wasn’t 
hard to identify the primary culprit. The 


2018 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 


DE Brian Burns 


The 6-5, 231-pound Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla., product has already piled up 24.0 
tackles for loss and 14.0 sacks in his first 
two college seasons. He'll add weight at 
the next level, but it’s unlikely to hamper 
Burns’ considerable athleticism. Two of 
his notable 2017 accomplishments: a pair 
of blocked punts and 4.5 tackles for loss 
against Clemson. 


No. 3 in the country, but lost 
quarterback Deondre Francois 
to a season-ending knee injury. 
True freshman James Blackman 
started the rest of the way, 
gamely navigating his way despite 
learning on the fly and playing in front 
of a leaky offensive line. 

For Taggart, this means he has two 
quarterbacks with a year’s worth of starting 
experience to choose from this fall, assuming 
Francois remains on schedule to be available 
by the time camp opens. In a less welcome 
development, the Seminoles need to improve 
a line whose struggles in recent years were 
masked to some extent by star running backs. 


Seminoles opened the year ranked 


BURNS: JOHN RAOUX / AP 


BLACKMAN: MARK WALLHEISER / AP 


Last year, freshman Cam Akers proved worthy of 
his considerable hype, rushing for 1,024 yards after 
eventually claiming the bulk of the carries toward the 
end of the season. Both he and Jacques Patrick return to 
comprise a formidable tailback tandem for an offensive 
philosophy Taggart describes as “lethal simplicity.” 

The Seminoles will look to wide receiver Nyqwan 
Murray to get off to a faster start than last season, when 
he managed 604 yards despite being held to less than 
40 yards in catches each of his first four games. He 
could be in for a solid senior year after he showed some 
promise in 2016 while playing with Francois. 

Florida State lost seven starters from a defense that 
allowed 331.1 yards per game, the third-best total in 
the ACC. However, Taggart will be able to depend on 
what became an annual strength under Fisher: a stout 
defensive line. 

The best of the bunch up front is junior Brian Burns, 
who had 48 tackles (13.5 for loss) and 4.5 sacks while 
also forcing three fumbles. Look for sophomore end 
Joshua Kaindoh to take a step forward after a promising 
debut season, while Demarcus Christmas is a mainstay 
at tackle. 

There are also established options in the secondary, 
where cornerback Levonta Taylor and safety A.J. 
Westbrook are returning starters. But Taggart will need 
to find answers at linebacker, where all three starters 
have departed. 

The Seminoles will have an Aguayo handling the 
kicking duties for the sixth consecutive season. Ricky 
Aguayo has proven an able successor to older brother 
Roberto; he was 18-for-21 on field goals as a sophomore. 

In Taggart’s three prior head-coaching stops, he 
took over programs that had combined for seven 
victories the season before his arrival. In that sense, he 
starts from a better place—and with a team just a year 
removed from winning 10 games. 

But this will also be his most demanding job. There 
probably shouldn’t be hopes for a national title this 
year, and overtaking Clemson in just one season is a 
stretch. But there should be improvement, even if a 
schedule that includes Clemson, Miami, Notre Dame 
and Virginia Tech could prevent the Seminoles from 
immediately bouncing back to 10-win territory. 


247 SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 
New coach TOP SIGNEES 1 aaatte 
Willie Taggart 1 Jaiden Woodbey, 4% 
and his staff 2 A.J. Lytton, © 4% 
finished with 3 Asante Samuel Jr., 9 4% 


the No. 3 class 

in the ACC, good for No. 11 nationally, flexing their 
muscles down the stretch in flipping blue-chip 
safety Jaiden Woodbey from Ohio State and luring 
one of the West Coast's more dynamic prospects 
in Washington's Tre’Shaun Harrison. The secondary 
is where the Seminoles made their living this cycle. 
In addition to Woodbey, they signed two terrific 
cornerbacks in A.J. Lytton and Asante Samuel Jr., 
along with another consensus Top247 prospect in 
cornerback Isaiah Bolden. Florida State did not sign 
a quarterback in 2018, thus making it a priority in the 
2019 cycle. 


‘YY RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


“PASSING 
James Blackman 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. 1D Avg/G 


B B50 | 13-2971 | 582 | 2230 19 15 


“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Cam Akers 194 1024153 7 78.8 


“JRECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. 1D Avg/G 
Nyqwan Murray 2:40) 604 BI 4° 503 


“TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Brian Burns B 6 2 4 
“SACKS GP No. ‘Yards 
Brian Burns Bl 45 20 

“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Levonta Taylor 2) B90 1 1 


Stanford Samuels III Z| 0 00 60 


James Blackman 


‘2017 TEAM STATS 
|STATISTIC | FSU | OPP 


SCORING 362 276 
Points Per Game 27.8 21.2 
FIRST DOWNS 234 226 
Rushing N10 90 
Passing 10 120 
Penalty 14 16 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2024 1763 
Yards gained rushing 2371 2066 
Yards lost rushing 347 303 
Rushing Attempts 463 466 
Average Per Rush 44 3.8 
Average Per Game 155.7 135.6 
TDs Rushing 18 19 
PASSING YARDAGE 2551 2541 
Comp-Att-Int 202-345-13 243-440-9 
Average Per Pass 74 58 
Average Per Catch 12.6 10.5 
Average Per Game 196.2 195.5 
TDs Passing 21 15 
TOTAL OFFENSE 4575 4304 
Total Plays 808 906 
Average Per Play 57 48 


Average Per Game 351.9 3311 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 27-653. 33-677 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS —3]-255 20-253 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 9-88 13-133 


KICK RETURN AVG. 24,2 20.5 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 8.2 12.6 
INT RETURN AVG, 9.8 10.2 
FUMBLES-LOST 19-8 10-6 
PENALTIES-YARDS 78-699 60-510 
Average Per Game 53.8 39.2 
PUNTS-YARDS 67-2849 77-3190 
Average Per Punt 42.5 41.4 
Net punt average 37.0 371 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 30:49 29:11 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 57/162 72/199 
3rd-Down Pct. 35% 36% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 5/10 13/27 
4th-Down Pct. 50% 48% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 29-157 32-218 
MISC. YARDS 75 29 
TDS SCORED 44 34 
FG-ATTEMPTS 18-21 14-21 
ATTENDANCE 425658 273792 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/70943 5/54758 
Neutral Site Games 2/54966 


FLORIDASTATE 69 126 50 117 0 362 
Opponent 56 77 82 61 0 276 


\5-YEAR RECORD 
54-13 
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14-0 13-1 10-3 10-3 7-6 
2017 


[WIN LOSS} 


CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB James Blackman’ (6-5, 176, So.) 
Deondre Francois (6-|, 204, Jr.) 

RB Cam Akers (5-11, 213, So.) 
Jacques Patrick* (6-3, 235, Sr.) 

LT Derrick Kelly II" (6-5, 317, Sr) 
Jauan Williams (6-7, 293, So.) 

LG Cole Minshew* (6-5, 352, Jr.) 
Abdul Bello (6-6, 304, Jr) 

c Alec Eberle* (6-4, 295, Sr.) 
Baveon Johnson (6-3, 310, So.) 

RG Landon Dickerson (6-6, $25, So.) 
Abdul Bello (6-6, 304. Jr) 

RT Josh Ball* (6-8, 335, So.) 
Mike Arnold (6-5, 346, So.) 

TE ‘Tre’ McKitty (6-5, 241, So.) 
Naseir Upshur (6-2, 243. Jr) 

WR Nyqwan Murray* (5-1), 185, Sr) 
George Campbell (6-4, 205, Jr) 

WR Keith Gavin" (6-3, 217, Jr) 
Tamorrion Terry (6-4, 197. Fr.) 

WR D.J. Matthews (5-10, 154, So.) 
Deonte Sheffield (5-9, 202, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE BrianBurns* (6-5, 23), Jr) 
Janarius Robinson (6-5, 252. So.) 

DT Demarcus Christmas* (6-4, 308, Sr.) 
Fredrick Jones (6-2, 303, Sr.) 

DT Marvin Wilson (6-5, 323, So.) 
Arthur Williams (6-4, 316, Sr.) 

DE Joshua Kaindoh (6-7, 247, So.) 
Walvenski Aime (6-5, 295. Sr.) 

LB = Adonis Thomas (6-4, 229, Jr) 
Josh Brown (6-3, 218, Jr) 

LB Dontavious Jackson (6-3, 227, Jr) 
Leonard Warner Ill (6-4, 233, So.) 

LB DeCalon Brooks (5-10, 2!\, Fr.) 
Emmett Rice (6-2, 208, Jr.) 

CB Levonta Taylor* (5-10, 181, Jr) 
Kyle Meyers (6-0, 173, Jr) 

CB Stanford Samuels III (6-2, 184, So.) 
Carlos Becker II (6-2, 197, Jr.) 

S A.J. Westbrook* (6-0, 193, Sr.) 
Cyrus Fagan (6-1), !91, So.) 

Ss Jaiden Woodbey (6-3, 216, Fr.) 
Hamsah Nasirildeen (6-4, 21), So.) 


SPECIALISTS 

K Ricky Aguayo* (6-2, 216, Jr) 
Pp Logan Tyler* (6-0, 199, Jr) 
‘Returning Starter 

Street & Smith’s All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Dave Doeren 
Sixth year (34-29) 
CAREER RECORD: 57-34 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Eliah Drinkwitz (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 

Dave Huxtable (sixth year) . 
Ted Roof (first year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Carter-Finley Stadium 
(57,583) 

TICKETS: 919-865-1510 

SITE: Raleigh, N.C. 

WEBSITE: gopack.com 
TWITTER: @PackFootball 


2018 SCHEDULE 
S$... James Madison 
S.8 Georgia State 

S15 West Virginia 
$.22 @MARSHALL 
$.29 Virginia 

0.6 Boston College 
0.20 @CLEMSON 

0.27 @SYRACUSE 

N.3 Florida State 

N.8 Wake Forest 

N17 @LOUISVILLE 
N.24. @NORTH CAROLINA 


' 


2017 RESULTS 9-4 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
$.2 South Carolina* 28-35 
S.9 Marshall 37-20 
S16 Furman 49-16 
$.23. @FLORIDA STATE 27-21 
$.30 Syracuse 33-25 
0.5 Louisville 39-25 
0.14 @PITTSBURGH 35-17 
0.28 @NOTRE DAME 14-35 
N.4 Clemson 31-38 


N11 @BOSTON COLLEGE 17-14 
N18 @WAKE FOREST 24-30 


N.25 North Carolina 33-21 
D.29 Arizona State** 52-31 
"Charlotte, NC 

**Sun Bowl 


N.C. STATE 


WOLFPACK 


2B Ryan Finley 


© 


@§@@@ stained success in football— 
@._~ especially at times when Philip Rivers 

Wi) isn’t on the roster—is an elusive 

y thing at N.C. State. Such a history 

means 1s Wolfpack fans tend to be thrilled 
when a season has some lofty peaks and 
simultaneously a bit wary the good times 
might end far too soon. 

Last year’s 9-4 run was N.C. State’s best 
since 2010. It was the first time the Wolfpack 
won six games in the ACC since 1994. It 
featured victories over Florida State and 
Louisville, a defeat of rival North Carolina and 
a bowl triumph over Arizona State. 

Now, can things get better this year? It'll 
likely be on the offense to make it happen, at 
least early in the season. 

N.C. State caught two breaks after its 
regular season concluded. One was retaining 
coach Dave Doeren, who was in contention 
for the Tennessee job after leading the 
Wolfpack to its fourth consecutive bow! bid. 
The other was quarterback Ryan Finley’s 
decision to remain in Raleigh for one final 
season. 

Finley threw for the third-most yards of any 
returning Power Five quarterback, behind 
only Missouri’s Drew Lock and Penn State’s 
Trace McSorley. He’s completed 63.2 percent 


2018 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
QB Ryan Finley 


Now in his third year as the Wolfpack's 
starter, Finley threw for 3,518 yards last 
season and at one point uncorked a streak 
of 339 passes without an interception. He 
is in his sixth year of college, having taken 
a redshirt year and lost much of another 
season to injury while at Boise State. 


of his passes since arriving at N.C. State as a 
graduate transfer from Boise State, and much 
of the Wolfpack’s success will hinge on his 
play. 

He’ll have help from a deep group of 
receivers to throw to, including three of the 
top four players from last year’s unit. Kelvin 
Harmon became the fourth player in school 
history to haul in 1,000 receiving yards in a 
season, and he’ll be back along with Stephen 
Louis and Jakobi Meyers. All three should 
see their roles in the passing game grow with 
the departure of do-it-all utility player Jaylen 
Samuels. 

The Wolfpack retained the left side of their 


FINLEY: GERRY BROOME / AP 


HARMON: CHUCK BURTON / AP 


offensive line, with tackle Tyler Jones having played 
every snap of NCSU’s last 20 conference games. Center 
Garrett Bradbury should again provide stability in the 
middle. 

With Samuels and Nyheim Hines departing the 
program after both rushed for 12 touchdowns last 
season, there is room for a new primary running back 
to emerge. Reggie Gallaspy II, who rushed for 505 
yards and seven TDs in 2017, should claim the job. The 
senior is the only tailback on the roster with a collegiate 
rushing attempt. 

N.C. State will have to reinvent itself a bit on defense 
without stellar end Bradley Chubb around. Chubb was 
the ACC’s Defensive Player of the Year and accounted 
for 26 tackles for loss and 10 sacks last season. 

Chubb’s exit draws the most attention, but the 
Wolfpack brings back only three starters from its entire 
defense. That means replacing the entire line, though 
6-3, 316-pound sophomore Shug Frazier saw extended 
time at both end and tackle last year. 

There is even less experience at linebacker, where 
senior Germaine Pratt is the only player on the roster 
with substantial game experience at the position. 

That leaves the secondary as the one tested unit on 
defense. Jarius Morehead and Tim Kidd-Glass both 
started much of last season at safety, and Dexter Wright 
also played a prominent role when healthy. N.C. State 
is likely to lean heavily on those three, plus returning 
cornerback Nick McCloud. 

A.J. Cole Ill has averaged 42.2 yards per punt over 
the last three years and should enjoy a solid senior 
year. However, the Wolfpack still has questions at 
kicker; Kyle Bambard, Carson Wise and early enrollee 
Christopher Dunn will vie for a spot that’s bedeviled 
State in recent years. Last season, Bambard and Wise 
were a combined 10-for-20 on field goals—and made 
only four of 13 attempts from 30 yards and beyond. 

N.C. State averaged 451.8 yards per game of offense 
last year, its best total since Rivers’ senior year in 
2003. With so many pieces to replace on defense, the 
Wolfpack offense might have to do even better to match 
last year’s level of success. But with five of the first six 
games at home, Doeren’s team has a solid chance to get 
off to another strong start as its revamped defense finds 
itself. 


2aiy"'sPoRTS. 


RECRUITING REPORT 


» TOP SIGNEES ihrer: 
1 Payton Wilson, = 4» 

2 Ricky Person Jr.,)) a 

3 Alim McNeill, a» 


Remember the 
names Payton 
Wilson and Ricky 
Person Jr. Both 
will be stars for 
the Wolfpack on opposite sides of the ball. Wilson 
comes in as one of the best perimeter front-seven 
prospects in the country and Person arguably the 
top tailback recruit in the nation. This 24-player class 
finished just one spot outside of the Top 25 of the 
247Sports rankings. The six four-stars include the 
two-time New Jersey Gatorade Player of the Year, 
quarterback Devin Leary, whose arm talent is up 
there with any of his peers. This is a class that can 
continue to help coach Dave Doeren move the N.C. 
State program forward. 


‘ RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


_ PASSING 

Ryan Finley 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. 1D Avg/G 
B 136.0 312-479-6651 3518 «7 (270.6 


_ RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. 1D Avg/6 
ReggieGallaspyll 13 M7 505 43 7 388 


RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


Kelvin Harmon B69) Wi | 147 4) 782 
TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Jarius Morehead B 4 34 80 
SACKS GP No. Yards 
Darian Roseboro Bi 25 2 

INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Germaine Pratt 2 | 98 | 490 1 


VR Kelvin Harmon 


2017 TEAM STATS 
[staristic es | OPP 


328 
a Per Game 32.2 25.2 
FIRST DOWNS 302 254 
Rushing 18 99 
Passing 162 136 
Penalty 22 19 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2293 1703 
Yards gained rushing 2566 2044 
Yards lost rushing 273 341 
Rushing Attempts 496 435 
Average Per Rush 4.6 3.9 
Average Per Game 176.4 131.0 
TDs Rushing ae 15 
PASSING YARDAGE 3292 
Comp-Att-Int ie. 185. 6 261- ae 14 
Average Per Pass 74 
Average Per Catch 13 bi 
Average Per Game 275.4 253.2 
TDs Passing V 22 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5873 4995 
Total Plays 98) 898 
Average Per Play 6.0 5.6 


Average Per Game 451.8 384.2 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 33-750 54-1085 
PUNT RETURNS: #-YDS 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 14-202 6-141 


KICK RETURN AVG. 227 20,1 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 12.3 13.2 
INT RETURN AVG, 14.4 23.5 
FUMBLES-LOST 16-7 9-7 
PENALTIES-YARDS 78-712 77-639 
Average Per Game 54.8 49.2 
PUNTS-YARDS 55-2358 64-2604 
Average Per Punt 42.9 40.7 
Net punt average 371 36.0 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 32:45 27:15 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 84/188 80/191 
3rd-Down Pct 45% 42% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 14/25 10/21 
4th-Down Pct. 56% 48% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 30-197 13-87 
MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDS SCORED 56 40 
FG-ATTEMPTS 10-20 16-21 
ATTENDANCE 341100 257332 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/56850 5/51466 
Neutral Site Games 2/45132 


N.C, STATE 109 136 62 112 0 419 
Opponent 69 116 68 75 O 328 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 


y 5-YEAR RECORD 
34-30 
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2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB 


Ryan Finley* (6-4, 210, Sr.) 

Matt McKay (6-4, 200, Fr.) 
Reggie Gallaspy II (5-|), 256, Sr) 
Ricky Person Jr. (6-!, 212, Fr.) 


LY Tyler Jones* (6-3, 300, Sr.) 
Philip Walton Jr. (6-6, 305, Jr) 

LG Terronne Prescod’ (6-5, 53), Sr.) 
Bryson Speas (6-4, 276, Fr.) 

c Garrett Bradbury’ (6-3, 300, Sr.) 
Joe Sculthorpe (6-3, 31), So.) 

RG Joshua Fedd-Jackson (6-3, 332, So,) 
Kollin Byers (6-4, 276, Fr.) 

RT Justin Witt (6-6, 307, So,) 
Emanuel McGirt Jr, (6-6, 306, Jr) 

Te Dylan Autenrieth (6-4, 235, So) 
Dylan Parham (6-5, 235, So.) 

wR Kelvin Harmon® (6-3, 215, Jr) 
C.J. Riley (6-4, 204, So.) 

WR _ Stephen Louis® (6-2, 217, Sr.) 
Emeka Emezie (6-3, 209, So.) 

WR Jakobi Meyers (6-2, 203, Jr.) 
Thayer Thomas (6-1, 185, Fr.) 

DEFENSE 

DE Darian Roseboro (6-4, 287. Sr.) 
Joe Babros (6-4, 243, Jr.) 

NT ShugFrazier (6-3, 316, So.) 
Grant Gibson (6-|, 309, Fr) 

OT  Eurndraus Bryant (6-), $25, Sr.) 
Larrell Murchison (6-3, 285, Jr.) 

DE James Smith-Williams (6-3, 262, Jr) 
Ibrahim Kante (6-4, 266, Fr) 

LB Louis Acceus (5-1, 224, So.) 
Isaiah Moore (6-2, 235, Fr.) 

LB Germaine Pratt (6-5, 245, Sr.) 
Brock Miller (6-3, 231, So.) 

cB NickMcCloud* (6-), 189, Jr) 
Markel Valdez (5-1|. 193, So) 

CB Maurice Trowell (5-)), 189, Sr) 
Chris Ingram (6-0, 186, So.) 

NB Stephen Griffin (6-3, 2)), Jr) 
Stephen Morrison (5-}), 216, Sr.) 

s Jarius Morehead* (6-|, 220, Jr.) 
Isaiah Stallings (6-4, 223, So.) 

5s Dexter Wright (6-2, 252, Sr.) 
Tim Kidd-Glass* (6-1, 202, Jr.) 

SPECIALISTS 

K Christopher Dunn (5-8. 170, Fr.) 


A.J. Cole Ill* (6-4, 220, Sr) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 

Steve Addazio 
Sixth year (31-33) 
CAREER RECORD: 44-44 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Scot Loeffler (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jim Reid (third year) 


STADIUM: Alumni Stadium 
(44,500) 

TICKETS: 617-552-GOBC 
SITE: Chestnut Hill, Mass. 
WEBSITE: bceagles.com 
TWITTER: @BCFootball 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
S$.) Massachusetts 

S.8 Holy Cross 

S13 @WAKE FOREST 
$.22 @PURDUE 

$.29 Temple 

0.6 @N.C, STATE 

0.13 Louisville 

0.26 Miami (Fla,) 

N.3 @VIRGINIA TECH 
N10 Clemson 

N17 @FLORIDA STATE 
N.24 Syracuse 


» 2017 RESULTS 7-6 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
S.1_ @NORTHERNILLINOIS 23-20 
S.9_ Wake Forest 10-34 
S.16° Notre Dame 20-49 
S.23 @CLEMSON 7-34 
$.30 Central Michigan 28-8 
07 Virginia Tech 10-23 
0.14 @LOUISVILLE 45-42 
0.21 @VIRGINIA 41-10 
0.27 Florida State 35-3 
N.I|_ N.C, State 14-17 
N18 Connecticut* 39-16 
N.25 @SYRACUSE 42-14 

*D.27 lowa** 20-27 
*Boston, MA. 

**Pinstripe Bowl 


BOSTON COLLEGE 


EAGLES 


to carry the ball, and that could spell trouble for the rest of 
the Atlantic Division. 

While Clemson won another ACC title, Florida State sputtered 
and N.C. State rose and fell, one of the more intriguing 
developments in the division last season was the rise of a Boston 
College offense that had lain dormant for much of the last decade. 
The Eagles averaged 386.7 yards, their most since Atlanta Falcons 
quarterback Matt Ryan’s final college season in 2007. 

They had freshman AJ Dillon to thank. Dillon rumbled for 1,589 
rushing yards, earning honors for ACC Freshman of the Year 
while piling up 300 carries. Over the season’s final seven games, 
he averaged 179.4 yards. 

Expect another heavy workload as he heads into his 
sophomore campaign. Boston College’s philosophy—control 
possession with a run-heavy approach and lean on a defense 
capable of rendering opponents one-dimensional—becomes 
considerably more dangerous with a bruising, durable back. 

The Eagles will pair Dillon in the backfield with sophomore 
quarterback Anthony Brown, who emerged as the primary starter 
last season but missed the spring with a knee injury. They are 
two of BC’s nine returning starters on offense, and a capable 
and tested line led by senior tackle Chris Lindstrom provides 
optimism for another step forward. 

Coordinator Jim Reid’s unit ranked third nationally in pass- 
efficiency defense, and while there are holes to fill at cornerback, 
the Eagles should have one of the ACC’s top safeties in Lukas 
Denis. The senior intercepted seven passes last year—fourth most 
on the school’s single-season list—while Will Harris matched Denis 
with 83 tackles. 

Up front, senior Zach Allen will look to build off a 100-tackle 
season that included a team-best 15.5 stops for loss. That only 
earned him an honorable mention all-conference nod, though he 
should receive a lot more attention after the graduation of fellow 
end Harold Landry. 

Boston College won five of its last six regular-season games as 
Addazio earned his fourth 7-6 finish in five years on the job. This 
team has a chance to be his best yet, but it will have to navigate a 
difficult stretch that includes N.C. State, Louisville, Miami, Virginia 
Tech, Clemson and Florida State in successive games. 


B oston College coach Steve Addazio has a proven workhorse 


2018 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


‘ 5-YEAR RECORD 
31-33 


-6 7-6 
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» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

@B Anthony Brown’ (6-1. 215, So.) 
AJ Dillon* (6-0, 245, So) 
Aaron Monteiro* (6-7, 320. Sr.) 
Sam Schmal* (6-7, 315. Sr) 

Jon Baker* (6-3, 300. Sr.) 

John Phillips* (6-6, 310, Jr) 
Chris Lindstrom’ (6-4, 305. Sr.) 
Tommy Sweeney® (6-5, 255. Sr) 
Jeff Smith (6-), 195, Sr) 

Michael Walker (6-0, 200, Sr) 
Kobay White* (5-11, 200, So.) 


DEFENSE 

Zach Allen® (6-5, 285, Sr) 
Tanner Karafa (6-3, 280, Jr) 
Ray Smith* (6-1, 305, Sr.) 
Wyatt Ray (6-3, 250, Sr) 
Connor Strachan® (6-0. 240, Sr) 
John Lamot* (6-0, 240, So.) 
Davon Jones (5-10, 230, Jr) 
Taj-Amir Torres (5-9, 180, Sr.) 
Hamp Cheevers (5-10, 170, Jr) 
Lukas Denis* (5-1), 185, Sr) 
Will Harris* (6-2, 210, Sr) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Colton Lichtenberg’ (5-10, 180, Sr.) 
P Grant Carlson (6-0, 190, So.) 
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“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


NRECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES Renn 
1 Finn Dirstine, OG 4% 

2 Elijah Jones, 41) 3% 

3 Thomas Shelmire, 06 3* 


Strong evaluations on the 
recruiting trail have put the 
Eagles in position to break 
through in the ACC and this 
2018 class will help them move 
forward. 

The group is led by a trio of 
in-state recruits from the same 
school in four-star offensive 
lineman Finn Dirstine, tight end 
Joey Luchetti and defensive 
tackle Ryan Betro. Expect big 
things from athlete Elijah Jones, 
who adds to the fastest group 
of playmakers coach Steve 
Addazio has had during his time 
at BC. David Bailey is physical = 
running back arriving in the fall. 
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QB Jawon Pass (6-4, 231, So.) 
RB Dae Williams (6-2. 228, So.) 
LT Mekhi Becton* (6-7, 359, So.) 
LG Lukayus McNeil* (6-6, 330, Sr.) 
C Cole Bentley (6-3, 316, So.) 

RG Kenny Thomas* (6-6, 320, Sr.) 
RT Linwood Foy (6-4, 299, Sr.) 
TE Micky Crum (6-4, 255, Sr.) 

WR JaylenSmith* (6-4, 223. Sr) 
WR DezFitzpatrick® (6-2, 202, So) 
WR_ Seth Dawkins* (6-3, 210, Jr.) 


DE JonGreenard® (6-4, 261, Jr) 

DT G.G.Robinson® (6-4, 298, Jr.) 

DT Henry Famurewa (6-2, 288, Sr.) 

DE Michael Boykin (6-6, 302, So.) 

LB Isaac Stewart (6-2, 247, Sr.) 

LB Dorian Etheridge* (6-3, 233, So.) 
C.J. Avery (5-11, 213, So.) 

CB Russ Yeast* (5-11, 188, So.) 

CB TreSean Smith (6-1, 190, So.) 

S$ _Khane Pass* (6-1, 206, Jr.) 

S$ DeeSmith (6-1, 204, Sr) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Blanton Creque®* (5-11, 190, Jr.) 
P Mason King* (6-3. 216, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
Bar srorTs. 
YRECRUITING REPORT 
NTOP SIGNEES want 


1 Jalrus Brents, (5 4% 
"2 Robert Hicks, 5 4% 
3 Trenell Troutman, 5 4* 


Louisville signed one of the 
fastest classes in the country, 
with several difference-makers 
who can make plays in space 
coming in, led by Florida all- 
purpose back Javian Hawkins. 
Defensive line was also a major 
priority for the Cardinals in 
2018—Alabama looms in the 
opener—and they hit on top 
targets from the juco and high 
school ranks, including juco end 
Michael Boykin. This 24-player 
class flirted with making our Top 
25 the entire cycle. 


LOUISVILLE 


CARDINALS 


7 


QB Jawon Pass 


It’s unlikely the Cardinals will receive quarterback play 
quite as dynamic as what the 2016 Heisman Trophy winner 
provided over the last three seasons. Still, heir apparent and 6-4, 
231-pound redshirt sophomore Jawon Pass possesses enough 
potential—and help-to make a repeat or a slight improvement on 
last year’s 8-5 mark a realistic aim. 

Pass threw for 238 yards and two TDs a season ago, and an 
opener against Alabama doesn’t provide much promise for 
an excellent starting debut. But he will have protection from a 
massive line that brings back three of last year’s regular starters, 
including mainstay Lukayus McNeil at guard and the hulking 
Mekhi Becton (6-7, 359 pounds) at tackle. 

There are options in the passing game, with three receivers 
who caught at least 40 passes last year back. Jaylen Smith nearly 
recorded a 1,000-yard season despite missing three games to 
injury, and Dez Fitzpatrick set the Louisville freshman record with 
nine TD catches. The reliable Seth Dawkins will also be among the 
top targets. 

Louisville’s biggest offensive question centers on the running 
game. Dae Williams is the Cardinals’ top returning rusher with 
235 yards last season, and he could find himself in a larger role. 
Look for redshirt freshman Colin Wilson, who is coming off an 
ACL tear, to provide a power-rushing element. 

The well-traveled Brian VanGorder is the Cardinals’ third 
defensive coordinator in as many seasons, and he takes over a 
unit coming off a decidedly average season. But there are some 
talented pieces in place, most notably defensive end/linebacker 
Jon Greenard (team-high 15.5 tackles for loss). Louisville could 
also get help from highly touted junior-college transfer Michael 
Boykin at end. 

Dorian Etheridge became the first true freshman in program 
history to lead the team in tackles last season, and he is likely to 
anchor the linebacking corps. 

The Cardinals lost cornerback Jaire Alexander to the NFL after 
an injury-riddled junior season, but Louisville has some promising 
defensive backs who learned on the job last year. The group 
includes cornerbacks TreSean Smith and Russ Yeast and safeties 
Khane Pass (Jawon’s brother) and Dee Smith. 


ie eady or not, the post-Lamar Jackson Era is upon Louisville. 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Bobby Petrino 
Ninth year (75-27) 
CAREER RECORD: 117-48 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Lonnie Galloway (third year) 
Mike Summers (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian VanGorder (first year) 


STADIUM: Papa John’s Cardinal 
Stadium (65,000) 

TICKETS: 502-852-5151 

SITE: Louisville, Ky. 

WEBSITE: gocards.com 
TWITTER: @UofLFootball 


»2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1 Alabama* 

S.8 Indiana State 

S.15 Western Kentucky 
S.22 @VIRGINIA 

S.29 Florida State 

0.5 Georgia Tech 

0.13 @BOSTON COLLEGE 
0.27 Wake Forest 

N.3 @CLEMSON 

N.9 @SYRACUSE 

N.17__ N.C. State 

N.24 Kentucky 


"Orlando, FL 
»2017 RESULTS 8-5 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
S.2 Purdue* 35-28 
$9 @NORTHCAROLINA 47-35 
S.16 Clemson 21-47 
S.23. Kent State 42-3 
S.30 Murray State 55-10 
0.5  @N.C. STATE 25-39 
0.14 Boston College 42-45 
0.21 @FLORIDA STATE 31-28 
0.28 @WAKE FOREST 32-42 
N11 Virginia 38-21 
N18 Syracuse 56-10 
N.25 @KENTUCKY 44-17 


D.30 Mississippi State** 27-31 


“Indianapolis, IN 
*TaxSlayer Bowl 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Dave Clawson 
Fifth year (21-29) 
CAREER RECORD: 111-109 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Warren Ruggiero (fifth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Jay Sawvel (second year) 

TEAM INFO 

STADIUM: BB&q Field (31,500) 
TICKETS: 1-888-758-DEAC 

SITE: Winston-Salem, N.C. 
WEBSITE: wakeforestsports.com 
TWITTER: @WakeFB 


»2018 SCHEDULE 
A.30 @TULANE 

S.8 Towson 

S$.13_ Boston College 
S.22 Notre Dame 
$.29 Rice 

0.6 Clemson 

0.20 @FLORIDA STATE 
0.27 @LOUISVILLE 
N3 Syracuse 

N.8  @N.C. STATE 
N.17 Pittsburgh 

N.24 @DUKE 


+2017 RESULTS 8-5 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
A.31_ Presbyterian 51-7 
S.9 @BOSTONCOLLEGE 34-10 
S.16 Utah State 46-10 
$.23 @APPALACHIANST. 20-19 
S.30 Florida State 19-26 
07 @CLEMSON 14-28 
0.21 @GEORGIA TECH 24-38 
0.28 Louisville 42-32 
N.4 @NOTRE DAME 37-48 
N.Il_ @SYRACUSE 64-43 
N.18 N.C. State 30-24 
N.25 Duke 23-31 
0.29. Texas A&M* 55-52 
“Belk Bow! 


2018 STREET & SMITHS COL 


LEGE 


WAKE FOREST 


DEMON DEACONS 


RB Matt Colburn Il} 


offense into a potent force. When he did, it became the best in 

school history—obliterating program records for total offense 
(465.8 yards per game) by more than 50 yards and scoring offense 
(35.3 points per game) by nearly six points. 

Now comes the matter of sorting out whether the Demon _ . 
Deacons’ turn as a highly entertaining 8-5 team can stick, 
especially in a division with few easy outs. 

The style of last year’s breakout came as a bit of a surprise, as 
durable four-year starter John Wolford capped his career with 
a monster senior campaign and was the best quarterback in the 
ACC not named Lamar Jackson. 

In his stead, the Demon Deacons will turn to the winner of a 
competition that includes redshirt junior Kendall Hinton, who has 
drawn at least one start in each of the last three seasons and has 
shown the ability to create headaches for defenses when he can 
remain healthy. 

The best thing that can happen for Hinton—besides avoiding 
injuries—is getting a full season to work with wide receiver Greg 
Dortch. In just eight games last year, Dortch rolled up team highs 
in receptions (53) and yards (722) while emerging as one of the 
ACC’s best deep threats as a freshman. 

Should Hinton outlast sophomore Jamie Newman and others 
for the starting job, he’ll be complemented by a backfield that 
includes Matt Colburn II (904 rushing yards) and an offensive line 
that brings back all five starters. 

As the Demon Deacons’ offense became more potent, their 
defense turned into a bend-but-don’t-break bunch. Wake Forest 
hadn’t allowed 457.3 yards per game (like it did last year) since 
1996, but opponents on average turned that into 28.3 points. 

Clawson has more “knowns” in the secondary, with safety 
Cameron Glenn and cornerbacks Essang Bassey and Amari 
Henderson coming off solid years. The Deacons have fewer 
certainties up front defensively, though Zeek Rodney and Willie 
Yarbary are established tackles and starting rover Demetrius 
Kemp could see time at inside linebacker this year. 

The holes on defense might not matter much if Hinton can 
effectively replace Wolford at quarterback. The Deacs ended a 
five-year run of middling offense last year, and there’s enough 
in place for them to ensure Wake Forest secures its third 
consecutive bowl bid. 


| t took four years for Dave Clawson to build a poor Wake Forest 


FOOTBALL 
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» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


@B Kendall Hinton (6-0. 195, Jr) 

fe «Matt Colburn i* (5-10, 200, Sr) 
LY Justin Herron* (6-5, 290, Sr) 

LG —~Phil Haynes* (6-4, 305, Sr.) 

c Ryan Anderson’ (6-6, 305. Sr) 
RG Patrick Osterhage* (6-4, 290, Sr.) 
RY Jake Benzinger* (6-7, 295, Jr) 
Y@ Jack Freudenthal (6-3, 230, Jr) 
WR Greg Dortch’* (5-9, 165, So.) 

WR Scotty Washington* (6-5, 225, Jr) 
WR Alex Bachman (6-0, 190, Sr) 


DEFENSE 


be Carlos Basham Jr. (6-5, 275, So.) 
BT Zeek Rodney* (6-1, 505, Sr) 
DT Willie Yarbary* (6-2, 285. Sr) 
be Chris Calhoun (6-4, 250, Sr.) 
LB Justin Strnad (6-3, 230, Jr) 

LB DJ Taylor (6-1, 225, So.) 

ROV Demetrius Kemp’ (6-), 220. Sr) 
cB Essang Bassey* (5-10, 185, Jr.) 
€B AmariHenderson’ (6-1, 185, Jr) 
Ss Cameron Glenn’ (6-/, 200, Sr.) 
8 Chuck Wade Jr. (6-0, 200, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Zach Murphy (6-0, 180, Fr.) 
Pp Dom Maggio* (6-3, 185, Jr.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


SRECRUITING REPORT 
uTOP SIGNEES iene 
1 Mike Edwards, 07 5» 

2 Ken Dicks Ill, CS $4 

3 Sam Hartman, O8 36 


The Demon Deacons’ 22-man 
class is headlined by 6-6, 
325-pound offensive tackle Mike 
Edwards. Quarterback Sam 
Hartman has the traits to really 
shine under Wake Forest coach 
Dave Clawson and his staff; 
he’s a smooth and accurate 
passer who impressed on the 
camp circuit. One of the biggest 
steals in the ACC was Wake 
luring running back Courtney 
McKinney away from his verbal 
to Appalachian State. With 
4.5 laser-timed speed in the 
40-yard dash, McKinney will be 
one of the conference’s best 
players at his, position. 


COLBURN Il; CHUCK BURTON / AP 


DUNGEY: MATTHEW HINTON / AP 
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OFFENSE 


QB Eric Dungey* (6-4, 228, Sr.) 
RB Dontae Strickland’ (5-1), 207, Sr.) 
LY Cody Conway* (6-6, 300, Sr.) 
LG AaronRoberts (6-4, 311, Sr.) 

c= AlronServais* (6-6, 303, So.) 
RG SamHeckel* (6-4, 294, So) 
RT Mike Clark (6-8, 304, So) 

T@  Ravian Pierce® (6-3, 244, Sr.) 
wR _ Devin Butler* (6-3, 196, Jr.) 
WR - Nykeim Johnson (5-8, 173, So.) 
WR Jamal Custis (6-5, 228, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Alton Robinson’ (6-4, 256, Jr.) 
NT McKinley Williams (6-4, 29), Jr) 
DT Chris Slayton* (6-4, 320, Sr.) 

DE Kendall Coleman’ (6-3, 265, Jr.) 
LB Andrew Armstrong (6-2, 230, Jr.) 
LB Ryan Guthrie (6-2, 222, Sr) 

Le Kielan Whitner (6-0, 216, Sr.) 

CB Scoop Bradshaw’ (5-11, 176, Jr.) 
cB Christopher Fredrick® (5-11, 198, Jr) 
S AndreCisco(6-0, 186, Fr.) 

& EvanFoster* (6-0, 210, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Sterling Hofrichter (5-9, 197, Jr.) 
P Sterling Hofrichter* (5-9, 197, Jr.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


i 

ZBsPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 
\JTOP SIGNEES AaHATICS 
1 Trill Williams, Av) 4% 

2 Qadir White, OF 56 

3 Ed Hendrix, Wh 34 


Syracuse’s offense became 
a lot more dynamic with this 
class as the Orange signed an 
exciting group of receivers led 
by Ed Hendrix and Taj Harris. On 
the defensive side of the ball, 
cornerback Trill Williams will be 
a future star in the secondary. 
From top to bottom, coach Dino 
Babers and his staff did a terrific 
job evaluating and landing 
three-star prospects with value 
and high upside across the 
board. 


SYRACUSE 


ORANGE 


OB Eric Dungey 


started to turn the corner last season. A Friday night upset 
of defending national champion Clemson in mid-October 
lifted the Orange above .500 with five games to go. 

They wouldn’t win again. 

Syracuse now owns the longest postseason drought in the 
ACC at four seasons, inciuding back-to-back 4-8 showings under 
third-year coach Dino Babers. The Orange will probably need a 
few breaks to find their way into a 13th game this year. 

Keeping senior quarterback Eric Dungey healthy would be a 
good start. The only active FBS signal-caller with 6,000 yards 
passing and 1,000 yards rushing in his career, Dungey missed the 
final three games last fall because of a foot injury. It was the third 
year in a row Dungey sat out at least three games due to injury. 

The Orange will have to find new primary targets for Dungey 
in Babers’ uptempo spread system. The graduated Steve Ishmael 
and Ervin Philips combined for 194 receptions last season, and 
junior Devin Butler (33 catches, 327 yards) is the top returning 
receiver. One intriguing possibility is converted safety Antwan 
Cordy, who lost 21 of 24 games to injury over the last two seasons 
and moved to offense in the spring. 

Expect another year of improvement from the offensive 
line, which gets guard Aaron Roberts back from a torn ACL and 
returns three starters. 

Syracuse will try to re-establish the solid defensive presence it 
enjoyed for much of last season. The Orange yielded an average of 
365.1 yards and 24.9 points over its first nine games, but gave up a 
whopping 680.7 yards and 54.0 points per game in a three-week 
collapse at the end. 

End Alton Robinson, who had a team-high five sacks, and 
tackle Chris Slayton (8.5 tackles for loss) are back, but Syracuse 
will field a new set of starters at linebacker. There is continuity 
in the secondary, with cornerbacks Scoop Bradshaw and 
Christopher Fredrick and safety Evan Foster all with at least a 
season of starting experience. 

One area the defense must improve in is forcing turnovers. 
The Orange had 12 takeaways in 2017, more than only four 
other Power Five programs (Baylor, Kansas, Georgia Tech and 
Vanderbilt). 


E or a moment, there was a glimmer of hope Syracuse had 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Dino Babers 
Third year (8-16) 
CAREER RECORD: 45-32 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Lynch (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian Ward (third year) 


STADIUM: Carrier Dome (49,262) 
TICKETS: 1-888-DOMETIX 

SITE: Syracuse, N.Y. 

WEBSITE: cuse.com 

TWITTER: @CuseFootball 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
DATE OPPONENT 

A.31 @WESTERN MICHIGAN 
S$.8 Wagner 

S.1S Florida State 

$.22 Connecticut 

$.29 @CLEMSON 

0.6 @PITTSBURGH 

0.20 North Carolina 

0.27 N.C. State 

N.3. @WAKE FOREST 
N.9 Louisville 

N17 Notre Dame* 

N.24 @BOSTON COLLEGE 


“Bronx, NY 


» 2017 RESULTS 4-8 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
S.1_ Central Conn. State 50-7 
S.9 Middle Tennessee 23-30 


S.16 Central Michigan 4\-17 
$.23 @LSU 26-35 
S.30 @N.C. STATE 25-33 
07 Pittsburgh 27-24 
013 Clemson 27-24 
0.21 @MIAMI(FLA.) 19-27 
N.4 @FLORIDA STATE 24-27 
N.1l_ Wake Forest 43-64 
N18 @LOUISVILLE 10-56 
N.25 Boston College 14-42 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Mark Richt 
Third year (19-7) 
CAREER RECORD: 164-58 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Thomas Brown (third year) 
Ron Dugans (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Manny Diaz (third year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Hard Rock Stadium ~ 
(65,326) QB Malik Rosier , 
TICKETS: 800-GO-CANES 
SITE: Coral Gables, Fla. 
WEBSITE: hurricanesports.com 
TWITTER: @CanesFootball 


iami won 10 games last year for the 


first time since 2003. It reached TOP NFL PROSPECT 


the ACC title game for the first 


time since entering the league. It T Navaughn Donaldson 

$2 LSU" was in the hunt for a College Football Playoff Miami isn’t lacking for future NEL 
$.8 Savannah State berth up until the day before the four-team players, and guys like safety Jaquan 
S15 @TOLEDO postseason field was announced. Johnson will make it there before 
$:22 Florida international And, in an unsurprising development, Donaldson. But the 6-6, 350-pound 


$.27 North Carolina 


06 Florida State success brought some of the swag back to sophomore didn’t need long to assume 
0.13 @VIRGINIA “The U,” from a penchant for winning close a starting role, and his size and footwork 
0.26 @BOSTON COLLEGE games to what became a ubiquitous symbol of suggest plenty of upside at the next level. 
N.3_Duke é the Hurricanes’ solid defense—the “Turnover 

N10 _@GEORGIA TECH Chain.” 

N17 @VIRGINIA TECH : eh 

N.24 Pittsburgh Now comes the task of building 


RA tackles and 4 INTs) anchoring the 
» secondary. He opted to remain 


upon last year’s improvement, 


“Arlington, TX ; : 
something that could easily 


2017 RESULTS 10-3 happen in a division in which in Coral Gables for his senior 
Virginia Tech has a lot to season, as did cornerback 
S.2__ Bethune-Cookman 1-13 replace and no one else won Michael Jackson, decisions that 
$.23, Toledo 52:30 more than seven games last only bolstered Miami’s chances 
s2 Sem ASTATERED ae season. of repeating as Coastal Division 
0.14 Georgia Tech 25-24 The odd part of Miami’s success champions. 
0.21 Syracuse 27-19 was it was more of a cumulative effort It ensures the Hurricanes’ starting 
0.28 @NORTH CAROLINA 24-19. than a function of star players. Only one secondary returned mostly intact, with safety 
* Na SsVirginia Tech 28:10 Hurricane-since-graduated kicker Michael Sheldrick Redwine also returning. However, 
N.il_ Notre Dame 41-8 : . 
N18* Virginia 4A28 Badgley—was a first-team All-ACC pick. But cornerback Malek Young was forced to retire & 
N.24 @PITTSBURGH 14-24 that doesn’t mean there aren’t potential after suffering a career-ending neck injury. 2 
D.2_ Clemson* 3-38 standouts on this roster, especially on a Shaquille Quarterman has started all 26 = 
0.30 Wisconsin** 24-34 defense with a lot of knowns entering the fall. games since arriving on campus, and the 2 
*ACC Championship Game The defense should be particularly strong, ~ junior should be one of the top linebackers & 
**Orange Bowl with safety Jaquan Johnson (team highs of 96 in the ACC. Quarterman had 83 tackles (7.0 = 
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for loss) a year ago, and he’ll again team with fellow 
juniors Zach McCloud and Michael Pinckney to man the 
middle. 

The defensive line has some vacancies thanks to 
graduation and early exits to the NFL, but junior end 
Joe Jackson (59 tackles, 11.5 for loss) is a proven option 
to lead that unit as it matures. 

Offensively, Miami doesn’t have the uncertainty 
of last year thanks to the emergence of Malik Rosier. 
The senior threw for 3,120 yards, 26 touchdowns and 
14 interceptions in his first year as a starter, and he is 
the likely choice to retain the job. However, redshirt 
freshman N’Kosi Perry is a name to watch-—for this year 
and beyond. 

Tailback Travis Homer became the top option in the 
backfield sooner than expected last year when Mark 
Walton was lost for the season. Homer doesn’t have the 
explosiveness of Walton, who has since turned pro, but 
he still piled up 966 rushing yards and 5.9 per carry. 

Homer will run behind an offensive line that brings 
back three starters, including massive sophomore 
Navaughn Donaldson and steady center Tyler Gauthier. 
Still, the Hurricanes must rebuild the left side, though 
Tyree St. Louis (last year’s right tackle) moved to left 
tackle during the spring. 

Miami will need some of its young receivers to 
enjoy breakout seasons. A healthy Anmmon Richards, 
who was limited to just eight games last year, would 
help. Lawrence Cager, a 6-5 junior, and sophomore 
slot-receiver options Mike Harley and Jeff Thomas are 
among the candidates to assume larger roles this fall. 

The trajectory in two seasons under Mark Richt has 
been exactly what Miami fans dreamed of when the 
former Hurricane quarterback took the head-coaching 
job. The Hurricanes finally got the better of Florida 
State, and routs of Virginia Tech and Notre Dame in 
early November offered more hope the program had 
turned the corner. 

A three-game slide to end last season was a 
disappointment, but it also should have left a 10-win 
team hungry to make another run. 

Miami opens the season against LSU on a neutral 
field and gets Florida State at home in early October. 
Get those two games, and there’s a good chance 
the Hurricanes will be back in the national-title 
conversation entering the second half of November. 
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RECRUITING REPORT 


» TOP SIGNEES 

1 LorenzoLingard, §» 
2 Brevin Jordan, 4) 

3 NestaSilvera, 4) 


Top 10 classes 
could become 
the norm for the 
Hurricanes under 
coach Mark Richt, 
with the 2018 class checking in at No. 8 nationally. 

The offense has a chance to be potent, led by 
quarterback recruit Jarren Williams, five-star running 
back Lorenzo Lingard, receivers Mark Pope and Brian 
Hightower and tight ends Brevin Jordan and Will 
Mallory. That collection of skill talent was as good as 
any program brought in. 

Tackle Nesta Silvera is as fine an interior defensive 
lineman as there was available, and the Hurricanes 
held off a lot of challengers to keep the longtime 
commit in the fold. 


za 
TAN PaTee) 


‘\y RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


_, PASSING 

Malik Rosier 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pet. Yds. TD Avg/G 
3 BL | 224-415-144 | 54.0 3120 26 240.0 


» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Travis Homer B 163 966 159 8 743 
\,RECEIVING GP _No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
AhmmonRichards 8 24 439 183 3 549 


TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Jaquan Johnson B54 4 | (9% 
SACKS GP No, Yards 
Joe Jackson B. 65 26 
,INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Jaquan Johnson CS a) a B 
Michael Jackson 4 0 00 600 


5 Jaquan Johnson 


2017 TEAM STATS 


STATISTIC CHIBI OPE. 


SCORING 273 
Points Per Game 29.1 21.0 
FIRST DOWNS 251 270 
Rushing 106 120 
Passing 128 129 
Penalty V7 21 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2090 1895 
Yards gained rushing 2335 2369 


Yards lost rushing 245 474 
Rushing Attempts 414 541 
Average Per Rush 5.0 3.5 
Average Per Game 160.8 145.8 
TDs Rushing 19 10 
PASSING YARDAGE 153 2 
Comp-Att-int 227-426-14 256-448-17 
Average Per Pass 74 y 
Average Per Catch 13.9 1.0 
Average Per Game 242.5 217.1 
TDs Passing 26 19 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5243 4717 
Total Plays 840 989 
Average Per Play 6.2 48 


Average Per Game 403.3 362.8 
KICK RETURNS: #-YDS 35-753 4)-962 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 4-220 12-69 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 17-228 14-135 


KICK RETURN AVG. 21.5 23.5 
PUNT RETURN AVG, 15.7 5.8 
INT RETURN AVG, 13.4 9.6 
FUMBLES-LOST 10-4 22-14 
PENALTIES-YARDS 69-656 74-660 
Average Per Game 50.5 50.8 
PUNTS-YARDS 76-2907. 74-2916 
Average Per Punt 38.2 39.4 
Net punt average 36.3 35.6 
TIME OF POSS,/GAME 26:31 33:29 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 47/163 87/220 
3rd-Down Pct. 29% 40% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 6/9 9/22 
4th-Down Pct. 67% 41% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 44-225 29-153 
MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDSSCORED 47 30 
FG-ATTEMPTS 17-23 21-21 
ATTENDANCE 469454 195461 
Games/AvgPerGame 8/58682 4/48865 
Neutral Site Games 74372 
SCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
MIAMI 68 92 96 122 0 378 
Opponent 53 80 83 57 0 273 


 5-YEAR RECORD 


9-4 6-7 8-5 9-4 10-3 


CT: Conference Title « BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


‘2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB Malik Rosier® (6-1), 216, Sr.) 
N’Kosi Perry (6-4, 185, Fr) 
RB TravisHomer’ (5-1), 195, Jr.) 
DeeJay Dallas (5-10, 200, So.) 
LT Tyree St. Louis* (6-5, 305, Sr.) 
Kai-Leon Herbert (6-5, 285, So.) 
LG Jahair Jones (6-4, 316, Sr) 
Delone Scaife Jr. (6-3, 315, Fr.) 
Cc Tyler Gauthier* (6-5, 305, Sr) 
Corey Gaynor (6-4, 285, So,) 
RG Hayden Mahoney (6-5, 295, Jr.) 
Venzell Boulware (6-3, 306, Jr.) 
RT Navaughn Donaldson’ (6-6, 350, So.) 
Zalon'tae Hillery (6-6, 287. Fr.) 
Te  Brevin Jordan (6-3, 250, Fr.) 
Michael Irvin Il (6-3, 248, Jr.) 
WR Lawrence Cager (6-5, 218, Jr.) 
Darrell Langham (6-4, 220, Sr.) 
WR Jeff Thomas (5-10, 175, So.) 
Mike Harley (5-9, 160, So.) 
WR Ahmmon Richards* (6-1, 190, Jr) 
Mark Pope (6-1, 175, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Jonathan Garvin (6-4, 235, So,) 
Gregory Rousseau (6-6, 225, Fr.) 

DT Gerald Willis Ill (6-4, 285, Sr.) 
Pat Bethel (6-3, 272, Jr.) 

pr Jonathan Ford (6-5, 275, So.) 
Nesta Silvera (6-2, 305, Fr.) 

De Joe Jackson® (6-5, 258, Jr.) 
Demetrius Jackson (6-5, 265, Sr.) 

L@ ZachMcCloud* (6-2, 230, Jr) 
De’Andre Wilder (6-3, 202, So.) 

LB Shaquille Quarterman® (6-), 240, Jr) 
Mike Smith (6-], 236, Sr) 

LB Michael Pinckney* (6-1, 228, Jr.) 
Waynmon Steed (5-1), 223, Fr.) 

CB Michael Jackson* (6-1, 200, Sr) 
Trajan Bandy (5-9, |80, So.) 

ca Jhavonte Dean (6-2, 185, Sr.) 
Gilbert Frierson (6-1), 186, Fr.) 

S$  Jaquan Johnson’ (5-11, 190, Sr.) 
Robert Knowles (6-1, 198, Jr) 

S Sheldrick Redwine* (6-1, 195, Sr.) 
Amari Carter (6-2, 197, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 

« ~~ Bubba Baxa (6-0, 195, Fr.) 
Pp Zach Feagles’ (6-2, 210, So.) 
"Returning Starter 

Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Justin Fuente 
Third year (19-8) 
CAREER RECORD: 45-31 


i STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brad Cornelsen (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 


) VIRGINIA TECH 


HOKIES 


Bud Foster (24th year) 
Galen Scott (first year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Lane Stadium (66,233) 


TICKETS: 800-828-3244 
SITE: Blacksburg, Va. 


WEBSITE: hokiesports.com 


TWITTER: @VT_Football 


2018 SCHEDULE 


DATE! OPPONENT. 


S.3. @FLORIDA STATE 
$.8 William & Mary 
S.15 East Carolina 

§.22 @OLD DOMINION 
's.29 @DUKE 

0.6 Notre Dame 

0.13 @NORTH CAROLINA 
0.25 Georgia Tech 

N.3 Boston College 
N10 @PITTSBURGH 
N17 Miami (Fla.) 

N.23 Virginia 


2017 RESULTS 
DATE | OPPONENT 
S.3. West Virginia* 
S.9 Delaware 
S.16 @EAST CAROLINA 
$.23. Old Dominion 
$.30 Clemson 
0.7 @BOSTON COLLEGE 
0.21 North Carolina 
0.28 Duke 
N.4. @MIAMI (FLA.) 
N.1l_ @GEORGIA TECH 
N18 Pittsburgh 
N.24 @VIRGINIA 
D.28 Oklahoma State** 


*Landover, MD 
**Camping World Bowl 
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CB Adonis Alexander 


irginia Tech heads into 2018 with 
questions about ... its defense? 
It’s borderline heresy in some 
parts of southwestern Virginia to 
even consider the possibility. The Hokies 
haven’t allowed more than 400 yards per 
game in a quarter century. They haven’t 
surrendered 30 points a game since 1973. 
Defense is in the program’s DNA. 
And it’s not as if the framework of what’s 
made Virginia Tech a consistent menace 
on that side of the ball has disappeared. 
Longtime coordinator Bud Foster is still 
running the unit. The ethos of the 
“Lunch Pail Defense” hasn’t 


9-4 dissipated. 
RESULT But there was an exodus of 
31-24 talent, from brothers Tremaine 
ae and Terrell Edmunds to 
700 defensive tackle Tim Settle to 
17-31 linebacker Andrew Motuapuaka 
23-10 to defensive backs Brandon 
59-7 Facyson and Greg Stroman. That’s a lot 
24-3, of potential pros departing Blacksburg. 
10-28 aR 2 
238 Which isn’t to suggest there’s a dearth of 
20-14 talent on the Hokies’ roster. It’s just possible 
10-0 this year’s defense takes some time to jell. 
21-30 That could prove to be the difference between 


coach Justin Fuente’s team making a serious 
run at a Coastal Division title or merely 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
CB Adonis Alexander 


Alexander hasn't been the most 
consistent Hokie throughout his career but, 
at 6-3 and 207 pounds, he could certainly 
see his stock rise with a strong senior year. 
He made only two starts last season but 
should have a chance to play more after 
the graduation of Brandon Facyson and 
Greg Stroman. 


piecing together a season that 
mirrored last year, when Tech 
finished 9-4 and No. 24 in the 
final Associated Press poll. 
Early on, the Hokies will lean 
on returnees in the secondary 
to stabilize the defense. Reggie 
Floyd and Mook Reynolds both started 
regularly in 2017, and cornerback Adonis 
Alexander has drawn 15 starts over the last 
three seasons. 

Likewise, there are some answers on the 
defensive line, most notably in Ricky Walker. 
The senior defensive tackle had 12.5 tackles 
for loss last season, and he’ll help anchor a 


ALEXANDER: PHELAN M. EBENHACK / AP 


SAVOY: DON PETERSEN / AP 


unit that also includes two-year starter Vinny Mihota 
and steady Trevon Hill at end. 

Linebacker is the great concern, as graduation and 
early exits to the NFL took away not only the starters’ 
considerable experience but also some established 
backups. 

Offensively, Tech should start in a better place than 
it did last year. Josh Jackson took over as the starting 
quarterback after redshirting in 2016 and ultimately 
led all FBS freshmen with 2,991 yards passing. Among 
freshmen, only Georgia’s Jake Fromm had a better 
passer rating. 

Jackson finished with 20 touchdowns against nine 
interceptions and, while there were some ups and 
downs, his play was quite promising. He won’t have the 
security blanket of the school’s all-time receiving leader, 
Cam Phillips, anymore, but two of the Hokies’ top three 
receivers—Sean Savoy (454 yards) and Eric Kumah 
(324)—are still in the fold. 

While not targeted frequently, tight ends Chris 
Cunningham and Dalton Keene combined to average 18 
yards per catch in 2017, making them both solid change- 
of-pace options in the offense. 

Virginia Tech’s only had one running back crack the 
700-yard plateau in the last six years, though junior 
Deshawn McClease has a chance to turn in a solid 
season. McClease managed 530 yards in 2017, closing 
the year with a career-best 124-yard effort in the bow] 
loss to Oklahoma State. 

Three starters return on the offensive line, including 
tackles Yosuah Nijman (who had started 22 games in 
a row before missing the Hokies’ final five games with 
an injury) and Kyle Chung, who received a medical 
hardship waiver and sixth year of eligibility from the 
NCAA. 

Virginia Tech doesn’t have the luxury of easing into 
its schedule, drawing a trip to Florida State on Labor 
Day night to begin the year. It will also visit pesky Duke 
and play host to Notre Dame in the first half of the 
season. 

The Hokies are so reliable—their ownership of a 
25-year bowl streak is a testament to that—and Fuente’s 
own track record is so strong that it’s tough to envision 
them not figuring things out before long. There might 
be a bumpy start, but look for a youthful Tech roster to 
find itself in time to turn in another solid season. 


Ze SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 

The Hokies » TOP SIGNEES tae 
reeled in their 1 Dax Hollifield, © 4» 
first Top 25 2TreTurner, © 46 
class since 2013 3 Quincy Patterson, 4* 
(checking in 


at No. 24) and defensive coordinator Bud Foster 

is no doubt fired up about what's coming in on his 
side of the ball. Top247 recruit Dax Hollifield and 
fellow four-star Alan Tisdale make a strong duo at 
linebacker, while juco cornerback Jeremy Webb 

will be a big addition in the secondary. Head coach 
Justin Fuente’s track record at quarterback is among 
the best in college football; in strong-armed Chicago 
product Quincy Patterson Il, he’s getting a prospect 
with an outstanding skillset and high football IQ. 


‘RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


“PASSING 
Josh Jackson 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pet. Yds. 1D _Avg/G. 
1B 135.2 236-396-9 596 2991 20 230. 


RUSHING GP Alt. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
DeshawnMcClease 12 108 530 49 3 442 


“RECEIVING GP Ho. Yds. Avg. 1D Avg/G 


Sean Savoy 2 9 454/164 378 
“TACKLES _ GP Solo Assist Total 
Reggie Floyd Gb 4 2 nN 
SACKS PP No.__Yards 
Trevon Hill B55 38 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Reggie Floyd 3] 6) 3 11 


Points Per Game 28.2 1448 
FIRST DOWNS 288 200 
Rushing 126 83 
Passing 142 101 
Penalty 20 16 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2254 1554 
Yards gainedrushing 2549 1975 
Yards lost rushing 295 42) 
Rushing Attempts 584 462 
Average Per Rush 39 3.4 

Average Per Game 173.4 19.5 
TDs Rushing 19 7 
PASSING YARDAGE 33 2597 
Comp-Att-int 245-412-9 174-358-13 
Average Per Pass 7.6 73 
Average Per Catch 12.7 14.9 
Average Per Game 239.5 199.8 
TDs Passing 21 16 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5367 4151 
Total Plays 996 820 
Average Per Play 5.4 5] 


Average Per Game 412.8 319.3 
KICK RETURNS: #-YDS 26-613 16-288 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 39-413 12-47 
INTRETURNS: #-YDS 13-267 9-126 


KICK RETURN AVG. 23.6 18.0 
PUNT RETURN AVG, 10.6 39 
INT RETURN AVG, 20.5 14.0 
FUMBLES-LOST 12-5 19-6 
PENALTIES-YARDS 60-548 82-626 
Average Per Game 42.2 48.2 
PUNTS-YARDS 66-2798 92-3785 
Average Per Punt 42.4 41] 
Net punt average 39.9 35.6 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 32:40 27:20 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 86/211 49/187 
3rd-Down Pct. 41% 26% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 11/26 10/23 
4th-Down Pet. 42% 43% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 32-196 23-150 
MISC. YARDS 0 31 
TDS SCORED 45 24 
FG-ATTEMPTS 18-26 8-15 
ATTENDANCE 379284 236283 
Games/Avg PerGame 6/63214 _5/47257 
Neutral Site Games 2/53550 
VA. TECH 65 106 117 78 0 366 
Opponent 47 48 45 52 0 192 
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\5-YEAR RECORD 
41-25 
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NT: National Title 


‘2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB Josh Jackson* (6-), 216, So.) 
Ryan Willis (6-4, 221, Jr) 

RB Deshawn McClease (5-9. 120, Ir) 
Steven Peoples (5-9, 221, Sr.) 

LT Silas Dzansi (6-5, 312, Fr.) 
Tyrell Smith (6-3, 300, Jr) 

LG D’Andre Plantin (6-5, 312, Jr.) 
Lecitus Smith (6-5, 309, Fr.) 

C Kyle Chung’ (6-3, 310, Sr) 
Zachariah Hoyt (6-5, 302, So.) 

RG Braxton Pfaff* (6-5, 308, Sr) 
T.J. Jackson (6-6, 335, So.) 

RT Yosuah Nijman’* (6-7, 322, Sr.) 
Tyrell Smith (6-3, 300, Jr.) 

TE DaltonKeene* (6-4, 242, So.) 
Chris Cunningham (6-2, 24), Jr.) 

WR Hezekiah Grimsley (6-0, 182, So.) 
Phil Patterson (6-2, 193, So.) 

WR Eric Kumah* (6-2, 217, Jr.) 
Damon Hazelton (6-2, 217, So.) 

WR Sean Savoy* (5-9, 190, So.) 
C.J. Carroll (5-8, 173, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE  TrevonHill* (6-5, 245, Jr) 
Emmanuel Belmar (6-2, 245, So.) 

DT Ricky Walker’ (6-2, 304, Sr) 
Jarrod Hewitt (6-1, 285, So.) 

DT Vinny Mihota* (6-5, 284, Sr.) 
Xavier Burke (6-3, 283, Jr.) 

DE Houshun Gaines (6-3, 240. Jr) 
Zion Debose (6-1, 247, Fr.) 

LB Rayshard Ashby (5-10, 228, So.) 
Dax Hollifield (6-2, 240, Fr.) 

LB DylanRivers (6-1, 233, So) 
Jaylen Griffin (6-1, 242, Fr.) 

DB MookReynolds* (6-0, 185, Sr) 
Devon Hunter (6-0, 218, So.) 

CB Adonis Alexander (6-3, 207, Sr.) 
Tyree Rodgers (6-1, 185, So.) 

CB Bryce Watts (6-0, 171, So.) 
Jovonn Quillen (6-0, 187, Jr) 

s Divine Deablo (6-3, 212, So.) 
Khalil Ladler (5-1), 189, So.) 

s Reggie Floyd* (6-0, 22), Jr) 
Devon Hunter (6-0, 218, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
« Brian Johnson (6-1, 182, So.) 
P = Oscar Bradburn’ (6-1, 202, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 

Paul Johnson 
lith year (76-54) 
CAREER RECORD: 183-93 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Paul Johnson (11th year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Nate Woody (first year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Bobby Dodd Stadium 
(55,000) 

TICKETS: 888-TECH-TIX 

SITE: Atlanta 

WEBSITE: ramblinwreck.com 
TWITTER: @GeorgiaTechFB 


2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1_ Alcorn State 

S.8 _@SOUTH FLORIDA 
S15 @PITTSBURGH 
$.22 Clemson 

§.29 Bowling Green 
0.5 @LOUISVILLE 
0.13 Duke ‘ 
0.25 @VIRGINIA TECH 
N33 @NORTH CAROLINA 
N.10 Miami (Fla.) 

N17 Virginia 

N.24 @GEORGIA 


2017 RESULTS 5-6 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
S.4 _ Tennessee* (20T) 41-42 
S.9 Jacksonville State 37-10 
$.23 Pittsburgh 35-17 
$.30 North Carolina 33-7 
0.14 @MIAMI (FLA.) 24-25 

* 0.21 Wake Forest 38-24 
0.28 @CLEMSON 10-24 
N.4 @VIRGINIA 36-40 
Nj Virginia Tech 28-22 
N18 @DUKE 20-43 
N25 Georgia 7-38 
*Atlanta, GA 


44 


LB Brant Mitchell 


2017 season that “could have been” 
unraveled into a year to forget at 
Georgia Tech. 

The Yellow Jackets hope a now- 
tested quarterback, a stout offensive line and 
anew look on defense will lead to different 
results in 2018. 

At the very least, Georgia Tech aims to avoid 
the sort of hard-luck games that defined it a year 
ago. The Yellow Jackets went 5-6—a game against 
undefeated UCF was wiped out by a hurricane 
and never rescheduled—and missed the 
postseason for only the second time since 1995. 
But one-point losses to Miami and Tennessee 
suggest things could have gone differently. 

Instead, the Georgia Tech defense fell 
apart in the second half of the season, and 
coordinator Ted Roof moved on to N.C. State. 
In his place is Nate Woody, who was DC the 
last five years at Appalachian State and spent 
the offseason transitioning the Yellow Jackets 
from a four-man front to a 3-4 scheme. Woody 
hopes to bring an attacking style to Atlanta, 
and he’ll take over a defense that saw many of 
its best players exit after last season. 


2018 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
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TOP NFL PROSPECT 
LB Brant Mitchell 


The senior heads into his third year as 
a starter, though it will be in a different 
defense. Georgia Tech often utilized 
a 4-2-5 look under former defensive 
coordinator Ted Roof, and Mitchell will 
remain inside in the 3-4 scheme installed 
by new DC Nate Woody. 


The strongest unit might be the linebackers, 
where Victor Alexander (team-high 60 
tackles in 2017) and Brant Mitchell figure to 
be mainstays. Alexander could find himself 
in a valuable role on the outside this season, 
especially since Georgia Tech saw its two 
starting defensive ends graduate. Senior free 
safety A.J. Gray is the lone returning starter in 
the secondary. 

While the defense has plenty of position 
battles to sort out as it learns a new system, 


MITCHELL: SHELLEY LIPTON / ICON SPORTSWIRE 


MARSHALL BEN MCKEOWN / AP 


coach Paul Johnson’s offensive principles remain 
largely the same as when he arrived at Georgia Tech 

a decade ago from Navy. Whether it’s called the triple 
option, spread option or flexbone, it remains an offense 
best run by an experienced quarterback with a proven 
offensive line in front of him. 

The Yellow Jackets have both this fall. 

Senior TaQuon Marshall had the rushing part of the 
job down pat by his first start last season, steamrolling 
Tennessee for 249 yards and five touchdowns on his way 
to aschool-record 1,146 rushing yards for a quarterback. 

It’s a great place for the Tech offense to start, but it 
needs Marshall to become a more efficient passer as 
well. Marshall completed just 37.1 percent of his throws 
in 2017 (though he did have a touchdown pass once 
every 11.6 attempts). 

Junior guard Parker Braun, a second-team All-ACC 
pick, leads an offensive line that brings back all but 
one starter. The Yellow Jackets averaged 307.4 rushing 
yards per game last season, and the experience up front 
should translate into another potent ground attack. 

Junior KirVonte Benson figures to be one of the 
biggest beneficiaries. He secured the starting fullback 
job after Dedrick Mills’ dismissal from the program 
during preseason camp and never relinquished it, 
rolling up 1,053 yards on 204 carries. He'll be joined in 
the running game by a slotback group that returns Qua 
Searcy, among others. 

The biggest hole to fill on offense might be at wide 
receiver, where Ricky Jeune had 25 of the team’s 43 
catches last year. Brad Stewart and Jalen Camp are top 
contenders for those starting nods. 

Shawn Davis and Brenton King return after 
combining to make seven of their 10 field-goal attempts 
last season. However, only one of the tries converted 
came from further than 34 yards. 

Put together, Georgia Tech looks a lot like a typical 
Coastal Division program outside of Miami and Virginia 
Tech. The Jackets and the other four programs in that 
half of the ACC have missed the postseason once in the 
last two years, and all of them have a reasonable hope 
to head to a bowl this fall. 

For Georgia Tech, the optimism is rooted in an 
offense poised to enjoy a sharper season. If Woody’s 
impact on the defense can lead to just a few more stops, 
the Yellow Jackets will find themselves back in the bow] 
picture—and perhaps as a sneaky division contender— 
this fall. 


2a SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 

The Yellow ™ TOP SIGNEES Minnine, 
Jackets signed 21. 4 Jaylon King, «|| 4 


players, including 
12 from Georgia. 
It was a class 

full of versatility; prospects like Jaylon King, James 
Graham and Dontae Smith bring a lot to the table. 
Georgia Tech really bolstered its defensive line with 
this haul, taking at least five players who project 
across the front. That group is led by tackle T.K. 
Chimedza and end Quon Griffin, a twitchy, high- 
energy player who helped lead Rome (Ga.) High to 
back-to-back state championships. 


2 JamesGraham,-| 4» 
3 Justice Dingle, - S* 


» RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


“PASSING 
TaQuon Marshall 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
Ne 124.0 = 43-16-57 927s «10 843 


“RUSHING — GP Alt. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
TaQuonMarshall ll 247 146 46 17 1042 
“RECEIVING GP Wo. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
Qua Searcy io 4) BO 13251 18 
“TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Victor Alexander 14 60 

‘SACKS — GP No. ‘Yards 
Anree Saint-Amour HW! 25 B 

“SINTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
A.J. Gray 2) 3°) ws 10 


SCORING 309 292 
Points Per Game 28.1 26.5 
FIRST DOWNS 214 201 
Rushing 168 93 
Passing 32 99 
Penalty 14 9 
RUSHING YARDAGE 3381 1690 
Yards gained rushing 3622 1930 
Yards lost rushing 241 240 
Rushing Attempts 632 373 
Average Per Rush 5.3 45 
Average Per Game 307.4 153.6 
TDs Rushing 30 6 
PASSING YARDAGE 927 2207 
Comp-Att-Int 43-119-5  196-333-6 
Average Per Pass 78 6.6 
Average Per Catch 21.6 1.3 
Average Per Game 84.3 200.6 
TDs Passing 10 V7 
TOTAL OFFENSE 4308 3897 
Total Plays 751 706 
Average Per Play 57 5.5 


Average Per Game 391.6 354.3 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS_ 40-775 = 44-077 


INT RETURNS: #-YDS 6-98 5-78 
KICK RETURN AVG. 19.4 24.5 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 7.4 94 
INT RETURN AVG. 16.3 15.6 
FUMBLES-LOST 25-10 15-4 
PENALTIES-YARDS 44-394 42-396 
Average Per Game 35.8 36.0 
PUNTS-YARDS 50-2205 57-2440 
Average Per Punt 44] 42.8 
Net punt average 39,7 39,2 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 33:30 26;30 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 72/158 43/139 
3rd-Down Pct. 46% 31% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 8/19 10/18 
4th-Down Pct. 42% 56% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 17-122 20-113 
MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDSSCORED 42 35 
FG-ATTEMPTS 7-10 16-19 
ATTENDANCE 281310 194734 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/46885 4/48684 
Neutral Site Games /75107 
GA, TECH 58 82 91 65 13 309 
Opponent 47 98 65 68 14 292 
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‘2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB TaQuon Marshall* (5-10, 185, Sr.) 
Lucas Johnson (6-3, 210, So.) 

FB KirVonte Benson* (5-9, 211, Jr.) 
Jerry Howard (6-0, 215, So.) 

LT Jahaziel Lee* (6-2, 277, Jr.) 
Bailey lvemeyer (6-1, 270. Jr.) 

LG Parker Braun’ (6-3, 280, Jr.) 
Brad Morgan (6-4, 288, Jr) 

c Kenny Cooper* (6-3, 307, Jr.) 
Scott Morgan (6-4, 290, Jr.) 

RG Will Bryan* (6-4, 281, Sr.) 
Charlie Clark (6-4, 286, Fr.) 

RT Andrew Marshall (6-4, 282, Sr.) 
Jack DeFoor (6-5, 305, So.) 

SB Qua Searcy® (5-11, 174, Sr) 
Omahri Jarrett (5-10, 174, Jr) 

SB Clinton Lynch* (6-0, 190, Sr.) 
Nathan Cottrell (5-11, 195, Jr) 

WR Brad Stewart* (6-1, 197, Sr.) 
Stephen Dolphus (6-5, 210, So.) 

WR Jalen Camp (6-2, 213, Jr.) 
Jair Hawkins-Anderson (6-1, 186, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE AnreeSaint-Amour* (6-3, 247, Sr) 
Tyler Merriweather (6-3, 238, Sr.) 

DT Brentavious Glanton* (6-3, 295, Jr.) 
Brandon Adams (6-2, 329. Jr) 

DE Desmond Branch’ (6-3. 270, Sr.) 
Antwan Owens (6-4, 270, So.) 

LB Victor Alexander* (5-10, 235, Sr.) 
Quez Jackson (6-1, 220. Fr.) 

LB Brant Mitchell* (6-2, 236, Sr.) 

Tre’ Jackson (5-10, 222, Sr.) 

Bruce Jordan-Swilling (6-), 209, So.) 

David Curry (6-2, 217, Jr.) 

LB Jaquan Henderson (6-, 197, So.) 
Tyler Cooksey (6-2, 224, Jr.) 

CB Lamont Simmons (6-2, 202, Sr.) 
Jaytlin Askew (5-1), 187, So) 

CB AjaniKerr (6-0, 189, So.) 
Tre Swilling (6-0, 185, Fr.) 

S A.J. Gray* (6-1, 218, Sr.) 
Christian Campbell (6-2, 205, Jr.) 

S Jalen Johnson (6-3, 216, Sr.) 
Tariq Carpenter (6-2. 188, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Shawn Davis (6-2, 205, Jr.) 
P Pressley Harvin Ill* (6-0, 240, So.) 


& 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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ATLANTIC COAST — COASTAL 


a DATE OPPONENT 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Pat Narduzzi 
Fourth year (21-17) 
CAREER RECORD: 21-17 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Shawn Watson (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Randy Bates (first year) 


STADIUM: Heinz Field (68,400) 
TICKETS: 800-643-PITT 

SITE: Pittsburgh 

WEBSITE: pittsburghpanthers.com 
TWITTER: @Pitt_FB 


»2018 SCHEDULE 
S. Albany 2 
S.8 Penn State 

S.15 Georgia Tech 

$.22 @NORTH CAROLINA 
§.29 @UCF 

0.6 Syracuse 

0.13 @NOTRE DAME 
‘0.27 Duke 

N.2. @VIRGINIA 

N10 Virginia Tech 

N17 @WAKE FOREST 
N.24. @MIAMI (FLA.) 


»2017 RESULTS 5-7 
RESULT 
S.2 Youngstown St.(OT) 28-21 


S.9 @PENN STATE 14-33 
$.16 Oklahoma State 21-59 
$.23  @GEORGIA TECH 17-35 
S.30. Rice 42-10 
0.7 @SYRACUSE 24-27 
0.14 N.C, State 17-35 
0.21 @DUKE 24-17 
0.28 Virginia 31-14 
N.9 North Carolina 31-34 
N18 @VIRGINIA TECH 14-20 
N.24 Miami (Fla.) 24-14 


nN 
Co 
oo 


PITTSBURG 


PANTHERS “a 


RB Darrin Hall 


but it did end it with some hope. 

After enduring three one-possession losses and erratic 
quarterback play, the Panthers closed out the fall with an upset of 
then-undefeated Miami. Adding to the excitement was the play of 
true-freshman quarterback Kenny Pickett, who accounted for 253 
yards and three TDs in his first career start. 

It was only Pickett’s fourth career game, but it was enough 
to fuel hopes of a steadier offense this season. The Panthers 
dipped to 23.9 points per game last season, their worst output 
since 2007—which was also the last time they failed to reach six 
victories. 

While Pickett and junior-college transfer Ricky Town compete 
for the starting job, Pittsburgh will return some options in the 
backfield in Darrin Hall (628 yards) and Qadree Ollison, the ACC’s 
Rookie of the Year in 2015 who spent time as both a tailback and 
an H-back last season. 

It remains to be seen if Pitt can improve its passing game. Its 
two starting wideouts from a year ago depart, but it was Rafael 
Araujo-Lopes who led the Panthers in receptions with 43. The 
senior figures to remain one of the team’s top targets, and the 
return of Tre Tipton from injury could provide a boost as well. 

Of greater concern might be an offensive line that graduated 
three starters, though senior Alex Bookser (who started at both 
guard and tackle last season) and sophomore center Jimmy 
Morrissey (who started all 12 games) are back. 

The Panthers had a middle-of-the-pack defense in 2017, though 
they surrendered more than 30 points just twice in their final 
eight games. Nine starters return for that unit, including the entire 
front seven. All-conference linebacker Oluwaseun Idowu (94 
tackles, 11.5 tackles for loss) was the most productive of the bunch 
last season, while versatile junior linebacker Saleem Brightwell is 
poised for another strong season. 

How high the defense’s ceiling is could hinge on the Panthers’ 
ability to adequately replace cornerback Avonte Maddox and 
safety Jordan Whitehead. Nonetheless, the defense figures to be 
an early strength for Pitt, which should bounce back with a bowl 
bid and, if things break right, a chance to enter November in 
Coastal Division contention. 


Dinca didn’t wrap up the 2017 season with a bowl bid, 
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»PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Kenny Pickett (6-2, 225, So.) 
Darrin Hall* (5-1), 225, Sr) 

Alex Bookser* (6-6, 320, Sr.) 
Connor Dintino (6-3, 315, Sr.) 
Jimmy Morrissey* (6-3, 300, So) 
Mike Herndon (6-4, 310, Sr.) 
Stefano Millin (6-5, 305, Sr.) 
Tyler Sear (6-4, 250, So.) 

Rafael Araujo-Lopes (5-9, 190, Sr.) 
Maurice Ffrench (5-11, 185, Jr) 
Aaron Mathews (6-4, 215, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Dewayne Hendrix’ (6-4, 265, Sr.) 
DT KeyshonCamp* (6-4, 285, So.) 
NT Shane Roy* (6-4, 280, Sr.) 

DE James Folston Jr.* (6-4, 250, Sr) 
LB 

LB 

LB 


$S5a038°5 588 


Oluwaseun Idowu® (6-0, 230, Sr.) 
Saleem Brightwell* (6-0, 225. Jr) 
Elijah Zeise* (6-2, 240. Sr.) 

CB Dane Jackson’ (6-0, 185, Jr) 

CB Jason Pinnock (6-0, 200, So.) 

S Damar Hamlin’ (6-1, 195, Jr) 

S Phil Campbell (6-1, 205, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Alex Kessman’® (6-3, 190, So.) 
P Kirk Christodoulou (6-1, 205, Fr.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Bay srorrs. 
YRECRUITING REPORT 
NTOP SIGNEES sent 
1 Mychale Salahuddin, °2 4% 

2 Blake Zubovic, O7 53% 

3 Shocky Jacques-Louis, \") 3* 


The Panthers’ 21-signee 
class was highlighted by 
the No. 1 recruit out of the 
nation’s capital, Mychale 
Salahuddin, a one-time USC 
commit who could be a star 
at running back or in the 
secondary. Nick Patti is one 
of the best QB prospects 
to come out of the East 
this year, while offensive 
linemen Blake Zubovic and 
Jake Kradel were great 
in-state gets who had lots 
of opportunities to go 
elsewhere. 


HALL: KEITH SRAKOCIC / AP 


JONES: BEN MCKEOWN / AP 
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QB Daniel Jones* (6-5, 215, Jr.) 

RB Brittain Brown (6-1, 200, So.) 
Christian Harris (6-6, 300, Sr.) 
Julian Santos® (6-3, 315, Jr) 

_Zach Harmon* (6-5, 285, Sr.) 
Rakavius Chambers (6-3, 310, So.) 
Robert Kraeling (6-7, 310, So.) 
Daniel Helm* (6-4, 255, Sr.) 

T.J. Rahming? (5-10, 165, Sr.) 
Johnathan Lloyd’ (6-0, 190, Sr.) 
Chris Taylor’ (6-1, 180, Sr.) 


EFENSE 

Victor Dimukeje* (6-2, 265, So.) 
Edgar Cerenord* (6-1, 300, Sr.) 
Trevon McSwain (6-6, 290, Jr.) 
Tre Hornbuckle* (6-4, 250, Jr.) 
Joe Giles-Harris* (6-2, 240, Jr.) 
Ben Humphreys* (6-2, 225, Sr.) 
Mark Gilbert* (6-1, 175, Jr.) 
Myles Hudzick (5-10, 165, So.) 
Marquis Waters (6-0, 205, So.) 
$S Jeremy McDuffie* (5-11, 175, Sr) 
$ Dylan Singleton (5-11, 195, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Collin Wareham (5-9, 175, Sr.) 
P Jackson Hubbard (6-3, 190, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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NRECRUITING REPORT 


uTOP SIGNEES feat 


1 Tahj Rice, DE 4% 
2 Gunnar Holmberg, 05 3% 
3 Nate Thompson, S 3% 


This was a small class 
for the Blue Devils, as they 
focused on receiver, offensive 
line and the secondary to 
bolster what will be a young 
roster with more size, length 
and athleticism. Receiver was 
the one true need in 2018 and 
Duke coach David Cutcliffe 
went out and snagged 
talented wideouts Dennis 
Smith, Jarett Garner and Jake 
Bobo, all of whom have nice 
upside. Instant-impact players 
to keep an eye on include 
cornerback Jeremiah Lewis 
and offensive tackle Casey 
Holman. 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


David Cutcliffe 
lith year (59-67) 


QB Daniel Jones CAREER RECORD: 103-96 


STAFF 
n the middle of last November, Duke was staring at a second OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
| consecutive losing season—unwelcome at most schools, but a Zac Roper (third year) 
bit scarier for a program that spent decades as a football abyss. Sire a mina 
The Blue Devils went 4-8 in 2016, then found themselves in a six- pate Gucdudtcnetgaea 
game slide littered with close losses entering the final two weeks 
of the regular season. — 
Then came a win over Georgia Tech, a solid victory at Wake TROIS Wallace Wade Stadium 


Forest and a Quick Lane Bowl rout of Northern Illinois. The Blue 


: : : Hee TICKETS: 919-681-BLUE 
Devils had their first season-ending three-game winning streak 


SITE: Durham, N.C. 


since 1962, and another set of results to back up coach David WEBSITE: goduke.com 
Cutcliffe’s methodical leadership. TWITTER: @DukeFOOTBALL 
Duke might not dominate the Coastal Division on an annual 
basis, but last year was the latest reminder it won’t be a pushover. 
Some years, that will be good enough to win eight or nine games. 
Other times, the Blue Devils will be in the six- or seven-win > 2018 SCHEDULE 
neighborhood. 
While Duke couldn’t muster much against Miami and Virginia 25 A Cor BA 
Tech last season, it was plenty competitive against everyone S15 fe AYLOR 
else on the schedule. And the improvement of the Blue Devils’ / 6.92. North Carolina Central 
offense—keyed by quarterback Daniel Jones’ late-season surge— $.29 Virginia Tech 
suggests the same will be true this year. 0.13 @GEORGIA TECH 
Jones threw for two touchdowns and rushed for another in 220 wicgiee 
3 27 @PITTSBURGH 
each of Duke’s final three games, the most consistent stretch of N.3 @MIAMI (FLA.) 
production in his two years as a starter. He’ll look to continue N10 North Carolina 
that while sophomore tailback Brittain Brown tries to build off a N17 @CLEMSON 


701-yard rushing season. N.24_ Wake Forest 


Duke’s biggest problem on offense last season was a lack of 


deep threats. Still, T.J. Rahming piled up 795 yards in catches » 2017 RESULTS 7-6 
and is the most established element of the Blue Devils’ receiving 
corps. S.2 North Carolina Central 60-7 
The big name on defense is junior linebacker Joe Giles-Harris, as a ae et 
who became the first player in program history to register both 5.23 @NORTH CAROLINA 27-17 
125 tackles and 16.0 tackles for loss in a season. The defensive S.29 Miami (Fla.) 6-31 
front is more experienced, with three of four starters back, while 0.7 @VIRGINIA 21-28 
junior cornerback Mark Gilbert (six interceptions in 2017) leads a 0.14 Florida State 10-17 
0.21 Pittsburgh 17-24 
deep secondary. | 

; aries te , 0.28 @VIRGINIA TECH 3-24 
Defense wasn’t the problem last year, and it is likely to again N11 @ARMY WEST POINT 16-21 
be a strength. Duke went 6-0 when it managed at least 400 yards N18 Georgia Tech 43-20 
in 2017; 1-6 when it didn’t. If Jones continues to progress and his N.25 @WAKE FOREST 31-23 
receiving corps becomes more dangerous, the Blue Devils will D.26 Northern Illinois* 36:14 

“Quick Lane Bowl 


move up in the standings again. 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH'S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 47 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Larry Fedora : 
Seventh year (43-34) 
CAREER RECORD: 77-53 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Chris Kapilovic (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
John Papuchis (second year) 
TEAM INFO - 

STADIUM: Kenan Memorial 
Stadium (63,000) 

TICKETS: 800-722-4335 
SITE: Chapel Hill, N.C. 
WEBSITE: goheels.com 
TWITTER: @TarHeelFootball 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
S$.  @CALIFORNIA 
S.8 @EAST CAROLINA 
S15 UCF 

§.22 Pittsburgh 

5.27 @MIAMI (FLA.) 
0.13 Virginia Tech 
0,20 @SYRACUSE 
0.27 @VIRGINIA 

N.3 Georgia Tech 
N10 @DUKE 

N.17_ Western Carolina 
N.24 N.C. State 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 


» 2017 RESULTS 3-9 
}DATE FOPPONENT | RESULT] 


$.2 California 30-35 
S.9 Louisville 35-47 
S.16 @OLD DOMINION 53-23 
§.23. Duke 17-27 
$.30 @GEORGIA TECH 7-33 
0.7 Notre Dame 10-33 
014 Virginia 14-20 
0.21 @VIRGINIA TECH 7-59 
0.28 Miami(Fla) —_‘19-24 
N.9  @PITTSBURGH 34-31 
N.18 Western Carolina 65-10 


@N.C. STATE 21-33 


NORTH CAROLINA 


TAR HEELS ” 


a 


NC S8Ta,¢ 


WR Anthony Ratliff-Williams 


years in 2017, two numbers grew ever larger. 

There was the epic-length injury report, at one point 
reaching 18 players lost for the season. And there was the equally 
troublesome giveaway total, which eventually ballooned to 22 as 
the Tar Heels finished 103rd nationally in turnover margin. 

In that light, a 3-9 finish wasn’t astonishing. And to Carolina’s 
credit, it played better in the final month of the season. But the 
Tar Heels also learned they can’t struggle so badly on offense-12.3 
points per game during a midseason six-game slide—and hope to 
contend in the Coastal Division. 

Larry Fedora’s program hopes it found some answers in last 
year’s struggles. The tight-lipped coach wasn’t about to reveal 
much in the spring, but sophomore Chazz Surratt and junior 
Nathan Elliott both showed some promise at quarterback after 
Carolina’s ill-fated experiment with LSU graduate transfer 
Brandon Harris was scrapped. 

Anthony Ratliff-Williams, a dangerous presence as a kick 
returner, also emerged as the Tar Heels’ top receiving option. He 
grabbed at least five receptions and a touchdown in each of the 
last three games and could be poised to take another step as a 
junior. ; 

Both of North Carolina’s top rushers—Jordon Brown and 
Michael Carter—return, but the offensive line figures to be a 
relatively young group this fall. 

Last year marked the fourth consecutive season the Tar Heels 
surrendered at least 200 rushing yards per game, though there 
was some improvement. Defensive end Malik Carney made 12.0 
tackles for loss and collected 5.5 sacks and should anchor a solid 
front four. 

While Andre Smith, one of last year’s early injury losses, turned 
pro after his junior campaign, Cole Holcomb (93 tackles) is back 
and should be the Tar Heels’ top linebacker as a senior. Safety 
Myles Dorn had 71 tackles and two interceptions a season ago and 
will be one of the leaders in the secondary. 

North Carolina hadn’t finished below .500 in the ACC since 
2011 before last season. If the defense becomes a little stingier 
and whoever earns the quarterback job can cut down on the Tar 
Heels’ interception total (16), North Carolina has a shot to bounce 
back to the middle of the pack. 


f\ s North Carolina straggled through its worst season in 11 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Chazz Surratt* (6-3, 215. So.) 
RB Jordon Brown’ (5-10, 195. Jr.) 
LT Charlie Heck* (6-7, 300, Jr) 

LG Nick Polino (6-4, 300, Jr) 

¢ = Jay-Jay McCargo (6-3, 295, So.) 
RG Tyler Pritchett (6-2, 285, So.) 
RT William Sweet (6-7, 300. Jr) 
TE Brandon Fritts* (6-4, 250, Sr.) 
WR Anthony Ratliff-Williams* (6-1, 205, Jr) 
WR Jordyn Adams (6-). 180, Fr.) 
WR DazzNewsome (5-1/, 175. So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Malik Carney* (6-3. 235. Sr) 
BT Aaron Crawford’ (6-1, 310, Jr) 
DT Jason Strowbridge* (6-4, 270, Jr) 
DE TomonFox (6-3, 245, So.) 

LB Cole Holcomb* (6-1, 225, Sr.) 
LB Dominique Ross (6-5, 210, Jr) 
NB Myles Wolfolk (6-0. 200, So) 
CB XK.J. Sails* (5-1), 175, Jr) 

CB Patrice Rene (6-2, 205. Jr) 

S Myles Dorn® (6-2. 210, Jr.) 

S J.K. Britt (6-0, 200. Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Freeman Jones* (6-0, 210, Sr) 
Ps HunterLent (6-5, 250, Sr) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Le SPOoRTS: 


RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES cd 
1 William Barnes, OF 4% 
2 Jordyn Adams, \" 4* 
3 Dyami Brown, 41)! 4% 


The Tar Heels finished 
with the nation's No. 23 class 
despite their injury-riddied 
2017 season that ended way 
below expectations. 

Receiver recruit Jordyn 
Adams is arguably the top 
prospect in the country at 
his position and there isn’t an 
offensive lineman as versatile 
as four-star prospect William 
Barnes. * 

Carolina signed 21 in total, 
with offensive guard Avery 
Jones, receiver Antoine Green 
and athlete Dyami Brown the 
other four-star headliners. 


RATLIFF-WILLIAMS: GERRY BROOME / AP 


ZACCHEAUS: LYNNE SLADKY / AP 
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OFFENSE 

QB Bryce Perkins (6-3, 215, Jr) 
Jordan Ellis* (5-10, 215, Sr) 
Marcus Applefield (6-5, 308, Sr.) 
R.J. Proctor (6-4, 315, Jr) 

Dillon Reinkensmeyer* (6-4, 305, So.) 
Jake Fieler* (6-6, 315, Sr) 

Chris Glaser (6-3, 280, So.) 

Evan Butts (6-4, 250, Sr.) 

Joe Reed* (6-1, 215, Jr) 

Olamide Zaccheaus (5-8, 190, Sr.) 
Hasise Dubols (6-3, 210, Jr) 


DEFENSE 
Richard Burney (6-4, 265, Jr.) 
Eli Hanback® (6-4, 305, Jr.) 
Mandy Alonso (6-2. 290, So.) 
Chris Peace® (6-2, 245, Sr.) 
Malcolm Cook® (6-1, 230, Sr) 

_ Jordan Mack* (6-2, 225, Jr.) 
Charles Snowden (6-7, 205, So.) 
Bryce Hall* (6-1, 200, Jr.) 

Juan Thornhill* (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
Brenton Nelson’ (5-11, 180, So.) 
Joey Blount (6-1, 180, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K A.J. Mejia’ (5-8, 180, So.) 
P Lester Coleman’ (6-5, 225, Sr.) 


“SSGGGER48 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


Say sProrrs. 
NRECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES shear 


1 Noah Taylor, |S 3% 
2 Bryce Perkins, 05 3% 
3 Javar Garrett, \ 3% 


The Cavaliers signed 21 
prospects, including players 
who have huge upsides like 
linebackers Noah Taylor 
and Javar Garrett, but the 
most pivotal signee was 
junior-college quarterback 
Bryce Perkins, who will 
be an immediate starter. 
Virginia is changing its entire 
offense to fit the nation's 
No. 6 dual-threat QB and 
expect quarterbacks similar 
to Perkins in Charlottesville 
down the road. 


VIRGINIA 


— CAVALIERS 


2011, and that was considerable progress in coach Bronco 

Mendenhall’s second season. But a four-game slide to 
close out the year, capped by a 49-7 loss to Navy in the Military 
Bowl, made it difficult for the Cavaliers to take much satisfaction 
into the offseason. . 

There’s little surprise, then, that there will be some changes as 
Virginia aims for back-to-back bowl bids for the first time in more 
than a decade. 

Quarterback Kurt Benkert departs after throwing for a 
school-record 3,207 yards last season, and with him goes a 
reliance on the pro-style offense the Cavaliers have utilized under 
Mendenhall. His likely successor is junior-college transfer Bryce 
Perkins, a pure dual-threat QB who began his career at Arizona 
State and arrived at Virginia in time for spring practice. 

It’s a callback to Mendenhall’s days at BYU, when he used 
Taysom Hill to great effect as a rushing threat. And it figures 
to provide some balance to an offense that mustered only 93.5 
rushing yards per game last season. 

A mobile quarterback will only help out so much. Virginia 
needs to see progress on its offensive line, which should improve 
with an extra year of experience. 

Look for senior Olamide Zaccheaus, who caught 85 passes 
for 895 yards as a junior, to again be a top option in the passing 
game. 

The Cavaliers’ defense faded in the second half of last season, 
giving up an average of 35.6 points over the last seven games. 
Virginia will try to tighten things up on that side of the ball 
without safety Quin Blanding and linebacker Micah Kiser, a pair of 
All-ACC mainstays who graduated. 

Corner Juan Thornhill is one of the top returnees after making 
63 tackles and breaking up 12 passes last year, and he leads a 
secondary that returns three starters. There’s depth there and 
also at linebacker, where Chris Peace (team-high 7.5 sacks) and 
Jordan Mack (114 tackles) will again be counted on for production. 

A greater concern is the defensive line, which struggled last 
year as seven Virginia opponents rolled up at least 200 yards 
on the ground. Shoring that up is only one part of building on 
Mendenhall’s breakthrough bowI trip. 


V irginia reached six victories last year for the first time since 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Bronco Mendenhall 
Third year (8-17) 
CAREER RECORD: 107-60 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Robert Anae (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Nick Howell (third year) 

Kelly Poppinga (first year) 


STADIUM: Scott Stadium (61,500) 
TICKETS: 800-542-UVAI 

SITE: Charlottesville, Va. 
WEBSITE: virginiasports.com 
TWITTER: @UVAFootball 


»>2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1 ' Richmond 

S.8  @INDIANA 

S15 Ohio 

$.22 Louisville 

$.29 @N.C. STATE 
0.13 Miami (Fla.) 
0.20 @DUKE 

0.27 North Carolina 
N.2_ Pittsburgh 

N10 Liberty 

N17 @GEORGIA TECH 
N.23. @VIRGINIA TECH 


+2017 RESULTS 6-7 

$.2. William & Mary 28-10 
S.9 Indiana 17-34 
S16 Connecticut 38-18 
$.22 @BOISE STATE 42-23 
0.7 Duke 28-21 
0.14 @NORTHCAROLINA 20-14 
0.21 Boston College 10-41 
0.28 @PITTSBURGH 14-3} 
N.4 Georgia Tech 40-36 
Nl @LOUISVILLE 21-38 
N18 @MIAMI (FLA.) 28-44 
N.24 Virginia Tech 0-10 
0.28 Navy* 7-49 
“Military Bow! 
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BIG TEN CONFERENCE 
OVERVIEW 


PROJECTED 
FINISH 


EAST DIVISION 
Ohio State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Orange Bow (CFP Semifinal) 


Michigan 


BOWL PROJECTION: Fiesta Bow! 


Penn State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Citrus Bowl 


Michigan State 


@ BOWL PROJECTION: Outback Bow! 


Maryland 


BOWL PROJECTION: Foster Farms Bowl 


WEST DIVISION 


Wisconsin 
BOWL PROJECTION: Rose Bowl 
lowa 

& BOWL PROJECTION: Holiday Bow! 
Purdue 
BOWL PROJECTION: Pinstripe Bow! 


© BOWL PROJECTION: TaxSlayer Bowl 
Northwestern 
BOWL PROJECTION: Quick Lane Bow! 


Minnesota 


Illinois — 


Wisconsin and Ohio State are among five legitimate top-15 
teams in the Big Ten. : 


Big Ten East looks like it 
will be a real beast for 
nation to contend with 


BY NICK PIOTROWICZ 
Toledo (Ohio) Blade 


t was not so long ago that the Big 

Ten was a topic of college football 

scorn. When Urban Meyer arrived at 

Ohio State after the 2011 season, the 
longtime coach was completely floored 
by how little respect the Big Ten was 
earning around college football and, just 
as importantly, on the recruiting trail. 

How times have changed. 

The Big Ten has gone from national 
afterthought to perhaps the deepest 
conference in the country going into the 
2018 season. Though the league was shut 
out of the College Football Playoff a year 
ago, the Big Ten should have a terrific 
chance of landing at least one team in 
the field this year. The league has five 
legitimate top-15 programs in Ohio State, 
Wisconsin, Penn State, Michigan and 
Michigan State. 

Meyer’s Buckeyes have recruited 
better than any program not named 
Alabama, and the defending conference 
champions will be a consensus top-five 
team in the preseason. Wisconsin is 


coming off a 13-1 campaign and an Orange 
Bowl victory, and the Badgers return a 
good bit of last season’s team. 

The top of the Big Ten East Division 
will stand against any division in college 
football. Chasing the Buckeyes will 
be Michigan, which finally appears to 
have found an answer at quarterback, a 
Penn State team that is set to reload and 
Michigan State, which returns almost 
everybody to a team that finished No. 15 
a year ago. 

Iowa, which gave Ohio State a 
legendary beating) last season, is a dark 
horse in the West Division, and most of 
the league’s other schools are feeling 
pretty good about the future of their 
programs. Nebraska brought Scott Frost 
home, Purdue had an encouraging first 
year under Jeff Brohm, Minnesota is 
set for Year No. 2 of P.J. Fleck and Pat 
Fitzgerald’s Northwestern team is coming 
off a surprising 10-win season. 

The East Division will be a season-long 
skirmish, and the West behind Wisconsin 
is so wide open that any permutation 
seems possible. That bodes well for the 
Big Ten-so long as it has a seat at the CFP 
table come December. 


WISCONSIN, OHIO STATE: MICHAEL CONROY / AP: BOSA: JAY LAPRETE / AP 


1) East jockeying; It will be difficult for 
any of the contenders to get through 
the East Division without a loss. Will that 
keep the Big Ten but of the College Football 
Playoff? 


TRENDING 


STORIES TO WATCH 


Nick Bosa ie 
DL, Ohio State Goad 
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MCSORLEY: Ri 


2018 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by Allen Trieu, 247Sports 2arsxrorr= COMPOSITE 
Se ie oe aed Kee eet 

HB TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR 3-STAR 

SCHOOL PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS | [jE% 
@ OHIO STATE 26 3 20 3 317.06 
@ PENN STATE 23 3 12 8 285.92 
© MICHIGAN 19 0 7 12 230.56 
© NEBRASKA 24 0 6 18 227.95 
@ MARYLAND 23 0 4 19 217.72 
© MICHIGAN STATE 22 0 3 19 212.21 
@ MINNESOTA 26 0 3 23 207.04 
© IOWA 23 0 0 21 201.53 
© WISCONSIN 20 0 1 19 195.04 
@ INDIANA 26 0) 0 26 190.33 
@ PURDUE 25 0 1 24 188.31 
® Itiinois 25 0 2 22 184.88 
@® RUTGERS 21 0) 0 20 181.39 
@ NORTHWESTERN 18 0 1 7 180.18 


ALL-BIG TEN 
ORFENSE 


oB Trace McSorley, Sr., Penn State 
RB ‘Jonathan Taylor, So., Wisconsin 
RB J.K. Dobbins, So., Ohio State 
OL Isaiah Prince, Sr., Ohio State 
OL Beau Benzschawel, Sr, Wisconsin 
OL Kirk Barron, Sr., Purdue 
OL Michael Jordan, Jr., Ohio State 
OL David Edwards, Jr., Wisconsin 
TE NoahFant, Jr. lowa 
WR_ Juwan Johnson, Jr., Penn State 
WR _ Stanley Morgan Jr., Sr, Nebraska 


DEFENSE 

DL Nick Bosa, Jr., Ohio State 

DL Dre’Mont Jones, Jr., Ohio State 
DL Matt Nelson, Sr,, lowa 

DL Rashan Gary, Jr., Michigan 
LB T.J. Edwards, Sr., Wisconsin 
LB DevinBush, Jr., Michigan 

LB RyanConnelly, Sr., Wisconsin 
DB JohnReid, Jr., Penn State 

DB sLavertHill, Jr., Michigan 

DB D'Cota Dixon, Sr., Wisconsin 
DB Jordan Fuller, Jr., Ohio State 


SPECIALISTS 


K Rafael Gaglianone, Sr., Wisconsin 
Pp Blake Gillikin, Jr., Penn State 


> HEISMAN HOPEFUL 
If Penn State quarterback Trace McSorley 


can put up similar numbers to 
last season without Saquon 
Barkley or his top two targets 
from 2017, he is a very good 
bet to get an invite to New 
York. The 6-0, 198-pound 
senior from Virginia will be the 
best player on a PSU team hoping to contend 
for the Big Ten title. 


ON THE RISE 


NEBRASKA 
{ > The Cornhuskers already have 


reignited their recruiting, anda 
wave of excitement in Scott Frost's first 


year as head coach could lead to a big 


upset or two. 


September stock: Michigan (at 


Notre Dame), Ohio State (vs. TCU) 


and lowa (vs. lowa State) play key games 


early in the campaign that could shape 


their postseason fates. 


ON THE WANE 


NORTHWESTERN 
{ ~™ » The Wildcats lost their two 
best players and quarterback 
Clayton Thorson is recovering from an 
ACL injury, which could put a serious dent 
in their 2018 season. 


© QB carousels: Nebraska, Illinois 
and Minnesota have wide-open 
races for their next quarterback, while 
Maryland and Northwestern hope to 
return their starters from serious knee 


injuries. 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 


RATING THE BIG TEN 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
Parris Campbell, Ohio State 
A former indoor track champion, it’s over any time 
Campbell gets into the open field. 


» BEST HANDS 
Stanley Morgan Jr., WR, Nebraska 
The Cornhuskers’ senior with the ex-NFL great dad has 
emerged as one of the best targets in the Big Ten. 


» BEST PASSING GB 
Trace McSorley, Penn State 
The senior could be a Heisman candidate if the Nittany 
Lions have, a good ver 


» BEST RUNNING QB 
Brian Lewerke, Michigan State 
The Spartans’ No. | quarterback Is always a threat to 
take off; he rushed for 559 yards last season. 


» MOST ELUSIVE RB 
Jonathan Taylor, Wisconsin 
The Badgers’ standout sophomore will be a candidate 
to surpass 2,000 yards this year. 


» BEST ATHLETE 
Dre’Mont Jones, DT, Ohio State 
The NFL prospect’s athleticism makes him a nightmare 
for interior linemen. 


» BEST UNDER PRESSURE 
Clayton Thorson, QB, Northwestern 
The 6-4, 225-pound senior led the Wildcats to three 
straight overtime wins last season. 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Nick Bosa, DE, Ohio State 
Unfortunately for Urban Meyer, this marks the end of 
pass-rushing Bosas selected in the top 10 of the draft. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 
Micah Parsons, DE/OLB, Penn State 
The five-star recruit likely will prove to be too good to 
keep off the field in his first year with Penn State. 


» TOP TRANSFER 
Shea Patterson, QB, Michigan 
The Ole Miss import completely changed Michigan's 
year by addressing the program's biggest problem. 


» HARDEST HITTER 
T.J. Edwards, LB, Wisconsin 
The bruising linebacker is one of the last people you'd 
like near your team’s QB. 


» BEST INTERVIEW 
Jim Harbaugh, Michigan J 
Regardless of one’s feelings about'Harbaugh, an 
interview with the Michigan coach is never boring. 


» BEST HEAD COACH 
Urban Meyer, Ohio State 
The Buckeyes have yet to lose more than two games in 
a season with Meyer as their coach. 


» COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
Don Brown, DC, Michigan 
The Wolverines’ defense has been crafted in Brown's 
image, which should lead to good things in 2018. 


>» HOTTEST SEAT 
Lovie Smith, I!linois 
Smith has recruited well, but the product on the field 
has to show signs of improvement in Year No. 3. 


» BEST GAME-DAY ATMOSPHERE 
Camp Randall Stadium, Wisconsin 
From Union South to tailgating to the playing of “Jump 
Around,” Madison on a fall Saturday is tough to beat. 


» TOP SCHOLAR 
Blake Gillikin, P, Penn State 
If punting doesn’t work out, Gillikin is et an honors 
student in Kinesiology. 


» BEST TWEETER 
Drue Chrisman (@DChrisman91), P, Ohio State 
Whether flipping water bottles or playing the video 
game Fortnite, he’s always good for a few laughs. 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Urban Meyer 
Seventh year (73-8) 
CAREER RECORD: 177-31 
STAFF ~~~ - 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Kevin Wilson (second year) 
Ryan Day (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Greg Schiano (third year) 

Alex Grinch (first year) 

TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Ohio Stadium (104,944) 
TICKETS: 614-292-2624 

SITE: Columbus, Ohio 

WEBSITE: ohiostatebuckeyes.com 
TWITTER: @OhioStateFB 


2018 SCHEDULE 

S.1 Oregon State 
S$.8 Rutgers 
$15 TCU* 
$.22 « Tulane 

$.29 @PENN STATE 
0.6 Indiana 

0.13 Minnesota 

0.20 @PURDUE 

N.3 Nebraska 

N.10 @MICHIGAN STATE 
N.17_ @MARYLAND 
N.24 Michigan 


“Arlington, TX 


2017 RESULTS 12-2 
DATE!| OPPONENT RESULT 


A.31 @INDIANA 49-21 
$.9 Oklahoma 16-31 
S.16 Army West Point 38-7 
$.23. UNLV 54-21 
$.30 @RUTGERS 56-0 
0.7 Maryland 62-14 
0.14 @NEBRASKA 56-14 
0.28 Penn State 39-38 
N.4 @IOWA 24-55 
N.ll_ Michigan State 48-3 
N.18 Illinois : 52-14 
N.25  @MICHIGAN 31-20 
D.2__ Wisconsin’ 27-21 
0.29 USC** 24-7 
*Big Ten Championship Game 
**Cotton Bowl 


OHIO STATE 


BUCKEYES 


RB J.K. Dobbins 


Ml hanks to a freak occurrence, Ohio 

State earned a long look into 2018 

| before the 2017 season was finished. 
Longtime starter J.T. Barrett 
crumpled to the turf (a result of a knee injury 
caused by a collision with a cameraman) in 
the second half at Michigan Stadium, briefly 
sending the Buckeye State into a full panic. 

Ohio State asked redshirt freshman 
Dwayne Haskins to save the day against its 
most hated rival, and he did just that, rallying 
the Buckeyes to a memorable victory. 

Now it’s Haskins’ turn to take over full 
time in Columbus, and the stakes 
are the same as ever for an Ohio 
State program that seeks its 
second consecutive Big Ten 
championship. 

In the big, bad Big Ten 
East, Ohio State is the favorite 
to emerge from what might be 
college football’s most difficult 
division. Yet again, the Buckeyes will have 
top-five talent and one of their deepest rosters 
since the program hired Urban Meyer as head 
coach after the 2011 season. 

If Haskins’ play is anything similar to what 
he showed in a small sample size at Ann 


2018 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
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TOP NFL PROSPECT 
DE Nick Bosa : 


Bosa the second has been every bit the 
force of his older brother, Joey, and just 
like him, projects as a top-10 draft pick. 
The junior has the size, speed and strength 
to draw the consideration from everyone 
atop the 2019 draft if he chooses to leave 
Ohio State after this season. 


Arbor last year, the Buckeyes will 
have one of the top offenses in 
all of college football. Ohio State 
will have the best combination 
of running backs in the FBS with 
sophomore J.K. Dobbins and 
redshirt junior Mike Weber. Both 
players have a 1,000-yard season to 
their names, and the pairing that scored 17 
touchdowns and racked up 2,029 combined 
yards gives Ohio State two legitimate No. 1 
backs. 
The Buckeyes’ top six wide receivers will 
all be back this season, giving OSU its best 


DOBBINS: MICHAEL CONROY / AP 


CAMPBELL JAY LAPRETE / AP 


depth at the position since its 2015 team. Meyer’s team 
returns 89.2 percent of its catches from last year’s team, 
including its leader in overall receptions, K.J. Hill, and 
speedy slot receiver Parris Campbell. 

The Buckeyes’ offensive line lost tackle Jamarco Jones 
and anchor Billy Price-who won the Rimington Award 
as the nation’s top center—but shifted right tackle Isaiah 
Prince to left tackle and should once again have a strong 
interior line with guards Michael Jordan and Demetrius 
Knox. 

Ohio State undoubtedly will miss Barrett’s efficiency, 
but with decent play from Haskins at quarterback, the 
Buckeyes should be right back to averaging more than 
500 yards of offense per game. They have all the pieces 
to be a top-10 scoring offense once again. 

Ohio State’s biggest losses were along the defensive 
line, where it will be without longtime contributors 
Tyquan Lewis, Sam Hubbard, Tracy Sprinkle and Jalyn 
Holmes. Even with those losses, the Buckeyes still have 
Nick Bosa, arguably the best defensive end in college 
football, and Chase Young, a former five-star recruit 
who saw the field as a true freshman last season. 

Playing in between them is Dre’Mont Jones, who had 
a breakout season in 2017 and projects as a possible 
first-round draft pick in his own right. 

The Buckeyes’ trademark in the Meyer Era has been 
finding a steady stream of NFL-caliber talent in the 
secondary. Despite losing cornerback Denzel Ward to 
the draft and safety Damon Webb to graduation, the 
OSU defensive backfield will not be short on players 
who are ready to see the field. 

Ohio State will run a three-man rotation at 
cornerback with juniors Damon Arnette and Kendall 
Sheffield and sophomore Jeffrey Okudah, and junior 
safety Jordan Fuller is a good bet to be the next Buckeye 
defensive back who draws significant attention from 
NFL scouts. 

Simply put, Ohio State does not have a glaring 
weakness going into this season. Everything is set up 
for the Buckeyes to make a strong run at the College 
Football Playoff. 

Under Meyer, Ohio State has been a recruiting 
machine that constantly replaces elite players with new 
ones, and the title hopes in Columbus will be the same 
as ever in 2018. That, as Meyer likes to say, is just life in 
the big city. 


2aF'SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


‘TOP SIGNEES tAEATG 
1 Nicholas Petit-Frere, 5S» 

2 Taron Vincent, S* 

3 Tyreke Johnson,» 5 


The Buckeyes 
finished with 
the nation’s No. 
2 class and top 
class in the Big 
Ten. Landing Nicholas Petit-Frere, the nation’s No. 

1 offensive tackle, not only put him in the Buckeye 
class but kept him away from Michigan. Defensive 
end Tyreke Smith was predicted to go to Penn State, 
but the Buckeyes did an excellent job recruiting him 
down the stretch. Smith, Taron Vincent, Idaho native 
Tommy Togiai, juco product Antwuan Jackson, Tyler 
Friday and Alex Williams form a formidable future 
defensive line. Master Teague and Jaelen Gill are 
major talents in the backfield. 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING | 
Dwayne Haskins 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. 1D Avg/G 
8 131) 40-S7-1 | 02 565 4 706 


RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
J.K. Dobbins 4 194) 1403 7.2 7 | 1002 


URECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


ParrisCampbell 13 40 584 14.6 3 449 


TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Jordan Fuller B\ 57 B 10 
“SACKS GP No. Yards 
Nick Bosa 4. 85 6 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D_ 
Jordan Fuller eto Fe ae be a 
Damon Arnette 2735 | 0510 


WR Parris Campbell 


‘2017 TEAM STATS 
|starisTic | Osu | OPP 
SCORING 576 


266 

Points Per Game 411 19.0 
FIRST DOWNS 354 235 
Rushing 173 71 
Passing 151 127 
Penalty 30 3 


RUSHING YARDAGE 3405 1471 
Yards gained rushing 3655 1957 


Yards lost rushing 250 486 
Rushing Attempts 589 501 
Average Per Rush 5.8 29 
Average Per Game 243.2 105.1 
TDs Rushing 34 3 
PASSING YARDAGE 679 7: 
Comp-Att-Int 287-440-10 246-447-13 
Average Per Pass 8.4 6.1 
Average Per Catch 12.8 NJ 
Average Per Game 262.8 195.9 
TDs Passing 39 16 
TOTAL OFFENSE 7084 4213 
Total Plays 1029 948 
Average Per Play 6.9 44 


Average Per Game 506.0 300.9 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 28-678 82-1428 


PUNT RETURN AVG. 55 77 
INT RETURN AVG. 12.3 14.4 
FUMBLES-LOST 17-9 16-1) 
PENALTIES-YARDS 97-943 83-721 
Average Per Game 67.4 51.5. 
PUNTS-YARDS 51-2256 90-3757 
Average Per Punt 44.2 417 
Net punt average 41.6 38.8 
TIME OF POSS,/GAME 28:24 31:36 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 86/185 _ 69/215 
3rd-Down Pct. 46% 32% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 15/22 13/27 
4th-Down Pct. 68% 48% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 45-314 22-131 
MISC. YARDS 0 43 
TDS SCORED 5 35 
FG-ATTEMPTS 17-21 7-13 
ATTENDANCE 752464 368300 
Games/Avg PerGame 7/107495 5/73660 
Neutral Site Games 2/66698 


OHIOSTATE 150 204 124 98 0 576 
Opponent 52. 79 72 63 0 266 


5-YEAR RECORD 
61-8 
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2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB Dwayne Haskins (6-3, 218, So.) 
Tate Martell (5-11, 207, Fr) 

RB J.K. Dobbins* (5-10, 212, So.) 
Mike Weber (5-10, 212, Jr.) 

LT Isaiah Prince* (6-7, 310, Sr.) 
Joshua Alabi (6-5, 505, Jr) 

LG Michael Jordan’* (6-7, 310, Jr) 
Malcolm Pridgeon (6-7, 310, Sr.) 

C sBrady Taylor (6-5, 302, Sr.) 
Josh Myers (6-5, 308, Fr.) 

RG Demetrius Knox’ (6-4, 312, Jr) 
Wyatt Davis (6-4, 315, Fr.) 

RT Thayer Munford (6-6, 319, So.) 
Branden Bowen* (6-7, 312, Jr.) 

TE Rashod Berry (6-4, 255, Jr) 
Jeremy Ruckert (6-6, 240, Fr) 

WR Terry McLaurin* (6-1, 204, Sr) 
Johnnie Dixon (5-1), 198, Sr.) 

WR Austin Mack® (6-2, 215, Jr) 
Binjimen Victor (6-4, 200, Jr.) 

WR Parris Campbell* (6-!, 208, Sr.) 
K.J. Hill (6-0, 198, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Chase Young (6-5, 265, So.) 
Jonathon Cooper (6-4, 257. Jr.) 

DT Dre’Mont Jones* (6-3, 290, Jr) 
Jashon Cornell (6-3, 274, Jr) 

DT Robert Landers (6-1, 285. Jr) 
Davon Hamilton (6-4, 310, Jr.) 

DE NickBosa’ (6-4, 263, Jr.) 
Tyreke Smith (6-3, 260, Fr.) 

OLB Malik Harrison (5-3, 240, Jr) 
Justin Hilliard (6-1, 230, Jr.) 

MLB Tuf Borland’ (6-1, 229, So.) 
Baron Browning (6-5, 258, So.) 

OLB Dante Booker* (6-3, 240, Sr.) 
Keandre Jones (6-2, 228, Jr.) 

CB Damon Arnette® (6-0, 195, Jr) 
Jeffrey Okudah (6-1, 199, So.) 

CB Kendall Sheffield (6-0, 195, Jr.) 
Shaun Wade (6-1, 192, Fr.) 

FS Jordan Fuller* (6-2, 204, Jr) 
Amir Riep (5-1), 195, So.) 

SS __ Isaiah Pryor (6-2, 197, So.) 
Brendon White (6-2, 210, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Sean Nuernberger® (6-1, 228, Sr) 
P Drue Chrisman® (6-3, 215, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Jim Harbaugh 
Fourth year (28-11) 
CAREER RECORD: 86-38 


STAFF + 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Pep Hamilton (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Don Brown (third year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Michigan Stadium 
(107,601) 

TICKETS: 866-296-MTIX 
SITE: Ann Arbor, Mich. 
WEBSITE: mgoblue.com 
TWITTER: @UMichFootball 


2018 SCHEDULE 


S.1 @NOTRE DAME 

S.8 Western Michigan 
S15 SMU p 
S.22 Nebraska 

S.29_ @NORTHWESTERN 
0.6 Maryland 

0.13 Wisconsin 

0.20 @MICHIGAN STATE 
N.3 Penn State 

N.10 @RUTGERS 

N17 Indiana 

N.24 @OHIO STATE 


2017 RESULTS 


$.2  Florida* 

$.9 Cincinnati 

S16 Air Force 

S.23' @PURDUE 

0.7 Michigan State 
0.14. @INDIANA (OT) 
0.21 @PENN STATE 
0.28 Rutgers 

N.4 Minnesota 

N.1]_ @MARYLAND 
N.18 @WISCONSIN 
N.25 Ohio State 

Jl South Carolina** 


“Arlington, TX 
**Outback Bowl 


[a 
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DATE OPPONENT 


8-5 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 


33-17 


WOLVERINES 


DE RESUEURSELA 


uring the past two seasons, so 
much could have been different 
for Michigan if it only had a better 
option at quarterback. The irony 
of the Jim Harbaugh Era is that the former 
Wolverines quarterback—who built success 
at Stanford and with the San Francisco 49ers 
because of his work with signal-callers—has 
not found a long-term solution under center. 

Well, Michigan’s prayers might have been 
answered. 

The chaos at Ole Miss led Shea Patterson 
to transfer, and the junior QB landed 
at Michigan. If the NCAA goes with 
common sense (which is always 
in doubt) and allows Patterson 
to be immediately eligible in 
2018, he completely changes 
the Maize-and-Blue’s outlook. 
Three Wolverines quarterbacks 
last season combined to complete 
53.5 percent of their passes with nine 
touchdowns and 10 interceptions. 

In other words, it was not good enough. 
Patterson would provide an immediate and 
noticeable upgrade for a Michigan team that 
has the supporting cast to win now. 

The Wolverines consistently have built a 
great defense, and defensive coordinator Don 


MICHIGAN 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
DE Rashan Gary 


Gary is the type of player who can—and 
often does—completely ruin an offensive 
play by himself. The NFL, as you might 
have guessed, has noticed. The powerful 
lineman has first-round talent and a skillset 
that every pro team seeks, and he can 
enter the draft after this season. 


Brown might have his best one yet 
this season. Brown has said this 
could be his fastest collection of 
players, a scary proposition for 
a team that ranked third in the 
y FBS in yards allowed last season. 
Michigan’s defense returns 
many known commodities from their 
past two stellar units. Defensive end Chase 
Winovich tied for the team lead in sacks and 
returned for his senior season, and the other 
end will be manned by Rashan Gary, who 
is one of the top D-linemen in all of college 
football. 
The linebacking corps features junior 


GARY: TONY DING / AP 
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Khaleke Hudson, who was second on the team with 
17.5 tackles for loss in 2017. Last season’s tackles leader, 
Devin Bush, is perhaps the best returning middle 
linebacker in the Big Ten. 

To boot, Michigan returns every starter in its 


secondary, including All-Big Ten cornerback Lavert Hill. 


The Wolverines should have no worries on defense. 

The other side of the ball remains the question 
for the Wolverines, who have been painfully one- 
dimensional on offense at times. Michigan’s offense is 
reminiscent of the old Big Ten—back when these things 
called fullbacks were not yet an endangered species— 
but they have not yet had the quarterback to bring the 
whole thing together. 

Michigan will have weapons for whomever 
ultimately plays quarterback in 2018. Karan Higdon 
had a breakout season as a junior in 2017, rushing for 
994 yards in spite of the carousel going on in front of 
him. He'll be joined by junior Chris Evans, who rushed 
for 685 yards and is also capable of undertaking the 
workload of a No. 1 running back. 

Wide receiver Tarik Black should return to top form 
from a foot injury that cost him most of last year, which 
gives the Wolverines a much-needed boost to a crew of 
pass-catchers that includes returners Donovan Peoples- 
Jones and Grant Perry, not to mention Sean McKeon 
and Zach Gentry at tight end. 

The schedule has its fair share of challenges. The 
Wolverines start the year at Notre Dame, then play 
every other Big Ten title contender in the regular 
season: Michigan State and Ohio State on the road and 
Wisconsin and Penn State at home. 

Yet if Michigan finally solves its quarterback woes, 
there is reason to believe it can challenge to win the 
Big Ten for the first time since 2004, and perhaps even 
beat that pesky team in Columbus. Despite coming 
agonizingly close two years in a row, the Wolverines 
have not beaten Ohio State since the Buckeyes hired 
Urban Meyer after the 2011 season. 

Season No. 4 for Harbaugh will be a critical one no 
matter what. Michigan spent big on its coaching staff 
and has a fanbase that is itching for the program to 
return to national contention once again. Whether the 
Wolverines get there this season will say a lot about the 
Harbaugh Era at Michigan. 


2a" SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 

The & TOP SIGNEES ean 
Wolverines 1 Aidan Hutchinson, 9» 4= 


signed height 
and length at 
several positions. 
Aidan Hutchinson, a 6-6 in-state prospect who had 

a dominant performance in the U.S. Army All- 
American Bowl, is the son of former Michigan captain 
Chris Hutchinson. The entire secondary class, led by 
Atlanta native Myles Sims, is taller than 6-1. Four-star 
quarterback Joe Milton stands 6-5 and 220 pounds 
and has a rocket arm. Explosive linebacker Cameron 
McGrone elevated his status after a tremendous 
senior season. Athletic fullback Ben VanSumeren 
may see the field early, and two athletic four-star 
offensive tackles, Jalen Mayfield and Ryan Hayes, 
come in at a position of need. 


2 Cameron McGrone, > &* 
3 Mustapha Muhammad, — 4» 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


Brandon Peters 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int_ Pet. Yds. 1D Avg/G. 


6 BG | 57-82 | 528 67214 1120 


“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. 1D Avg/G 
Karan Higdon B 164 994 61 Nl) 765 
“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
Grant Perry W307 |} 23) 1) 79 
= TACKLES GP Solo Assist. Total _ 
Devin Bush Bi 39 61 | 100 
SACKS GP. Yards 
Khaleke Hudson __B} 80 64 
Chase Winovich B80 45 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
David Long __ 2 | 105 | 325 | 0 
Tyree Kinnel 2) B® ) 4001 
Layert Hill _— 21 4 | 20} 1 
Khaleke Hudson 2/2 | no | 0 


. 
RB Karan Higdon 


‘2017 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC > EL 
SCORING 


328 245 
Points Per Game 25.2 18.8 
FIRST DOWNS 227 179 
Rushing 115 79 
Passing 96 75 
Penalty 16 25 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2310 1572 
Yards gained rushing 2691 2070 
Yards lost rushing 381 498 
Rushing Attempts 529 451 
Average Per Rush 44 35 
Average Per Game 1777 120.9 
TDs Rushing 26 16 
PASSING YARDAGE 2226 1951 
Comp-Att-int 185-346-10 160-328-10 
Average Per Pass 4 5.9 
Average Per Catch 12.0 12.2 
Average Per Game 171.2 150.1 
TDs Passing 9 1 
TOTAL OFFENSE 4536 3523 
Total Plays 875 779 
Average Per Play 5.2 45 


Average Per Game 348.9 271.0 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 31-577 37-555 


PUNT RETURN AVG. 78 90 
INTRETURN AVG. 20.6 14.7 
FUMBLES-LOST 18-11 20-7 
PENALTIES-YARDS 86-743 70-599 
Average Per Game 57.2 46.1 
PUNTS-YARDS 78-3085 97-4021 
Average Per Punt 39.6 415 
Net punt average 35.7 37.0 


TIME OF POSS./GAME 31:57 28:03 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 62/190 47/180 


3rd-Down Pct. 33% 26% 
4TH-DOWN CONV, 9/\6 5/il 
4th-Down Pct. 56% 45% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 42-285 36-264 
MISC. YARDS 40 0 
TDS SCORED 

FG-ATTEMPTS 19-24 12-19 
ATTENDANCE 669534 349335 
Games/Avg PerGame 6/111589 _5/69867 
Neutral Site Games 2/60744 
MICHIGAN 66 108 83 64 7 328 


Opponent 48 68 72 57 0 245 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 


‘ 5-YEAR RECORD 
40-24 
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‘2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB Shea Patterson (6-2, 205, Jr) 
Brandon Peters (6-5, 220. Jr) 

FB BenMason (6-5, 25], So.) 
Jared Wangler (6-2, 240, Sr) 

RB KaranHigdon* (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
Chris Evans (5-11, 206, Jr.) 

LT Grant Newsome (6-7, 314, Sx) 
Chuck Filiaga (6-6, 345, So.) 

LG BenBredeson® (6-5, 308, Jr) 
Jon Runyan (6-4, 298, Sr.) 

c Cesar Ruiz (6-4, 316, So.) 
Andrew Vastardis (6-3, 31], Jr.) 

RG Michael Onwenu* (6-3, 350, Jr) 
Stephen Spanellis (6-5, 307, Jr.) 

RT JuwannBushell-Beatty* (6-6, 315, Sr) 
Nolan Ulizio (6-5, 295, Sr.) 

TE SeanMcKeon* (6-5, 248, Jr) 
Zach Gentry* (6-7, 248, Sr.) 

WR Donovan Peoples-Jones (6-2, 199, So.) 
Grant Perry (6-0, 191, Sr) 

WR Tarik Black (6-3, 206, So.) 
Eddie McDoom (6-0, 18), Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE  Rashan Gary* (6-5, 281, Jr) 
Carlo Kemp (6-3, 264, Jr.) 

DT Michael Dwumfour (6-2, 290, Jr.) 
Aubrey Solomon (6-3, 297, So.) 

DT Bryan Mone (6-4, 325, Sr.) 
Lawrence Marshall (6-4, 285, Sr.) 

DE Chase Winovich® (6-3, 253, Sr.) 
Kwity Paye (6-4, 241, So.) 

OLB Khaleke Hudson* (6-0, 205, Jr.) 
Josh Uche (6-3, 226, Jr) 

MLB Devin Bush* (5-11, 222, Jr.) 
Josh Ross (6-2, 229. So.) 

OLB Devin Gil (6-2, 220, Jr) 
Noah Furbush (6-5, 240, Sr.) 

CB sLavertHill* (5-11, 177, Jr.) 
Ambry Thomas (6-0, 179, So.) 

CB DavidLong* (5-11, 187, Jr) 
Brandon Watson (5-1], 200, Sr.) 

FS Tyree Kinnel* (5-1), 201, Sr.) 
J’Marick Woods (6-3, 203, So.) 

SS Josh Metellus* (6-0, 199, Jr) 
Jaylen Kelly-Powell (6-0, 173, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Quinn Nordin® (6-1, 195, Jr.) 
P Brad Robbins* (6-2, 181, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


James Franklin 
Fifth year (36-17) 
CAREER RECORD: 60-32 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Ricky Rahne (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Brent Pry (fifth year) 

Tim Banks (third year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Beaver Stadium 
(106,572) 

TICKETS: 800-NITTANY 
SITE: State College, Pa. 
WEBSITE: gopsusports.com 
TWITTER: @PennStateFball 


2018 SCHEDULE 
DATE) OPPONENT 

S.1__ Appalachian State 
S.8 @PITTSBURGH 
S15 Kent State 

S.21_ @ILLINOIS 

§.29 Ohio State 

0.13 Michigan State 
0.20 @INDIANA * 
0.27 lowa 

N.3° @MICHIGAN 

N.10_ Wisconsin 

N.17_ @RUTGERS 


N.24 Maryland 4J 
2017 RESULTS Ti-2 
DATE OPPONENT I 
S.2 Akron 52-0 
$.9 Pittsburgh 33-14 
S.16 Georgia State 56-0 
S.23, @IOWA 21-19 
S.30 Indiana 45-14 
0.7 @NORTHWESTERN 31-7 
0.21 Michigan _ 42-13 

* 0.28 @OHIO STATE 38-39 
N.4@MICHIGAN STATE 24-27 
N.1l_ Rutgers 35-6 
N.18 Nebraska _ 56-44 
N.25_ @MARYLAND _ > 66-3 
D.30 Washington* _ 35-28 
*Fiesta Bowl 


) PENN STATE 


NITTANY LIONS 


QB Trace McSorley 


enn State built itself back into a top-10 

program with top-level talent and 

smart development. The next test for 

coach James Franklin and the Nittany 
Lions is to do it again, and quickly. 

Penn State lost most of the marquee players 
who powered the Nittany Lions into back-to- 
back New Year’s Six bowl games and to a Big 
Ten championship in 2016. A murderer’s row 
of players left State College after last season: 
running back Saquon Barkley declared for 
the NFL Draft and wide receiver DaeSean 
Hamilton, tight end Mike Gesicki and 
safety Marcus Allen graduated. 

Particularly on defense, the 
sheer amount of new players is 
staggering. Penn State’s entire 
starting secondary from 2017 is 
gone, as are three linebackers 
who saw regular time. 

Luckily for Penn State, 
Franklin and his staff softened the 
blow by winning on the recruiting trail. 
Penn State has been in the top 20 nationally 
three years in a row, which includes a No. 

5 class in 2018, a high mark for Franklin. 
One of those recruits, five-star prospect 
Micah Parsons, was moved from defensive 
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TOP NFL PROSPECT 
CB John Reid 


A knee injury robbed Reid of his 2017 
season, though he showed ih 2016 that 
he has NFL ability. The biggest question 
about Reid is his health. He is an intelligent 
corner with Sunday potential, and if his 
surgically repaired knee has not held him 
back, he'll be worthy of a draft pick. 


end to linebacker and could play 
immediately this season for the 
Nittany Lions. 
While PSU has questions 
down the middle of the defense, 
particularly at linebacker, 
the Lions should be strong at 
cornerback. The group will be 
bolstered by the return of John Reid, who 
emerged as one of the better corners in the 
Big Ten in 2016 before suffering a serious knee 
injury that kept him from playing in 2017. Along 
with senior Amani Oruwariye and sophomores 
Zech McPhearson and Tariq Castro-Fields, the 


MCSORLEY: RICK SCUTERI / AP 
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Nittany Lions should be strong in coverage. 

Though most of his weapons from the past two years 
will be playing on Sundays this season, quarterback 
Trace McSorley is still around. On an offense with 
Barkley and record-setters at tight end and receiver, 
McSorley still stood out. Last year, he accounted for 
4,061 total yards of offense, completed 66.5 percent of 
his passes and threw 28 touchdowns compared with 10 
interceptions. 

The dual-threat senior from Ashburn, Va., will be 
Penn State’s best player in 2018 and be responsible for 
leading an offense that will see many players elevate to 
bigger roles. 

Penn State should be strong in the middle of the 
offensive line, where it will be led by center Connor 
McGovern. 

Even with the high-profile departures, the Lions 
expect to reload at the skill positions. 

Junior Miles Sanders was firmly in Barkley’s shadow 
the past two seasons, but the Pennsylvania native was 
a five-star recruit in his own right. If Sanders stays 
healthy, he is a 1,000-yard rushing candidate who can 
also be a threat to catch the ball out of the backfield. 

Receivers Juwan Johnson and DeAndre Thompkins 
are veterans who will see their moment in the sun with 
Hamilton and Gesicki gone, and true freshman Justin 
Shorter is talented enough to challenge for playing time 
in his first season on campus. 

Penn State will need to see growth from its offensive 
line as a whole, as negative plays were the team’s 
biggest hang-up in 2017. The Nittany Lions allowed an 
average of 7.0 tackles for loss per game last year, which 
was the second-worst mark in the Big Ten and ranked 
112th nationally. For Penn State to make a serious run at 


the league title, McSorley can’t run for his life all season. 


The Nittany Lions might be the most inexperienced 
of the Big Ten East contenders, though the recent past 
has shown that age does not necessarily preclude a 
talented team from being in the College Football Playoff 
discussion. Ohio State went to the playoff two years 
ago with the youngest roster in the country, and Penn 
State believes it has a special group of freshmen and 
sophomores. 

If Franklin’s young players arrive ahead of schedule, 
Penn State will be in the mix come November. 


2 SPORTS. 


RECRUITING REPORT 


The three five- % TOP SIGNEES rye 
star prospects 1 Micah Parsons, © S* 
lead this strong 2 Justin Shorter, > S* 
class. Micah 3 Ricky Slade, > S*= 
Parsons was the 
top recruit in Pennsylvania and is arguably the most 
gifted athlete coming into the Big Ten. Justin Shorter 
is a big-bodied target who finished as the nation’s 
No. 1 prep wide receiver. Ricky Slade is explosive, 
elusive and could contribute as a return man as well. 
Even with those great talents, the argument could 
be made that four-star defensive end Jayson Oweh 
has as much upside as any of them. Rasheed Walker, 
Nana Asiedu and Frederick Scruggs lead a very good 
class of offensive linemen. Quarterback Will Levis is a 
sleeper with size and mobility. 


™ RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


~ PASSING 
Trace McSorley 
GP_Effic. Cmp-Att-Int_ Pet. Yds. 1D _Ava/G_ 
B. 153.7 284-427-100 66.5 3570 28 2746 


“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. ID Avg/G 
TraceMSorley 13 144 491 34 11 378 


“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


Juwan Johnson B 54 70 BO 1) 539 
“TACKLES —_sGP_ Solo Assist__Total_ 
Koa Farmer BM | 2 48 
SACKS _@ No. Yards 
Shareef Miller Bl S 3] 


DE Shareef Miller 


2017 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC | PSU | OPP | 
SCORING 53: 


4 214 
Points Per Game 411 16.5 
FIRST DOWNS 296 226 
Rushing 99 87 
Passing 172 122 
Penalty 25 17 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2212 1534 
Yards gained rushing 2570 1893 
Yards lost rushing 358 359 
Rushing Attempts 451 449 
Average Per Rush 49 3.4 
Average Per Game 170.2 118.0 
TDs Rushing 36 4 
PASSING YARDAGE 3772 2749 
Comp-Att-Int 301-458-10 262-449-10 
Average Per Pass 8.2 61 
Average Per Catch 12.5 10.5 
Average Per Game 290.2 211.5 
TDs Passing 32 B 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5984 4283 
Total Plays 909 898 
Average Per Play 6.6 48 


Average Per Game 460.3 329.5 


PUNT RETURN AVG. 12.2 43 
INT RETURN AVG. 1.4 9.5 
FUMBLES-LOST 8-3 20-15 
PENALTIES-YARDS 54-490 80-751 
Average Per Game 377 57.8 
PUNTS-YARDS 54-2289 88-3553 
Average Per Punt 42.4 40.4 
Net punt average 39.9 36.2 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 30:21 29:39 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 82/171 73/209 
3rd-Down Pct. 48% 35% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 8/14 1/25 
4th-Down Pct. 57% 44% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 42-247 29-163 
MISC. YARDS -8 2 
TDS SCORED 72 27 
FG-ATTEMPTS 9-17 10-13 
ATTENDANCE 746946 337853 
Games/Avg PerGame 7/106707 5/6757) 
Neutral Site Games 1/61842 


SCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
PENN STATE 160 145 131 98 0 534 
Opponent 23 75 37 79 O 214 


“5-YEAR RECORD 
43-22 
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7-5 7-6 7-6 1-3 1-2 
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CT: Conference Title « BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


GB Trace McSorley” (6-0, 198, Sr.) 
Tommy Stevens (6-5, 252, Jr.) 

RB MilesSanders (5-11, 211. Jr) 
Mark Allen (5-6, 187, Sr.) 

LT Will Fries* (6-6, 305, So.) 
Sterling Jenkins (6-8, 343, Jr) 

LG Steven Gonzalez* (6-4, 336, Jr.) 
Mike Miranda (6-3, 303, Fr) 

c Connor McGovern’ (6-5, 320, Jr.) 
Zach Simpson (6-3, 302, Jr) 

RG Michal Menet (6-4, 30), So.) 
C.J. Thorpe (6-3, 322, Fr.) 

RT  Chasz Wright* (6-7, 346, Sr.) 
Ryan Bates* (6-4, 305, Jr.) 

TE Jonathan Holland (6-4, 247, Jr) 
Nick Bowers (6-4, 265, Jr.) 

WR Juwan Johnson (6-4, 229, Jr.) 
Justin Shorter (6-4, 220, Fr) 

WR DeAndre Thompkins* (5-1, !91, Sr.) 
Cam Sullivan-Brown (6-0, 185, Fr.) 

WR _ Brandon Polk (5-9, 171, Jr.) 
KJ Hamler (5-9, 172, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Ryan Buchholz* (6-6, 264, Jr) 
Shane Simmons (6-3, 246, So.) 
DT Kevin Givens (6-1, 275, Jr) 
Ellison Jordan (6-0, 295, So.) 
DT Robert Windsor (6-4, 281, Jr) 
Antonio Shelton (6-2, 295, So.) 
DE Torrence Brown (6-3, 257, Sr.) 
Shareef Miller* (6-5, 256, Jr.) 
OLB Koa Farmer* (6-|, 236, Sr.) 
Jarvis Miller (6-2, 215, Jr) 
MLB Micah Parsons (6-3, 241, Fr.) 
Jan Johnson (6-2, 236, Jr) 
OLB Jake Cooper (6-1), 235, Sr.) 
Cam Brown (6-5, 222, Jr) 
CB John Reid (5-10, 189, Jr.) 
Zech McPhearson (5-11, 182, So.) 
CB Amani Oruwariye (6-1, 204, Sr.) 
Tariq Castro-Fields (5-0, 186, So.) 
FS  NickScott (5-1), 202, Sr.) 
John Petrishen (6-0, 204, Jr.) 
SS Lamont Wade (5-9, 196, So.) 
Ayron Monroe (5-11, 202, Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 
« ~~ Jake Pinegar (6-2, 195, Fr.) 
P Blake Gillikin* (6-2, 192, Jr) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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MICHIGAN STATE 


SPARTANS 


rs aa 
Gr | 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Mark Dantonio 
12th year (100-45) 
CAREER RECORD: 118-62 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Jim Bollman (sixth year) 

Dave Warner (sixth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike-‘Tressel (fourth year) 


STADIUM: Spartan Stadium 
(75,005) 

TICKETS: 800-GO-STATE 
SITE: East Lansing, Mich. 
WEBSITE: msuspartans.com 
TWITTER: @MSU_Football 


>» 2018 SCHEDULE 
DATE) OPPONENT 

Utah State 
S.8_@ARIZONA STATE 
@INDIANA 

Central Michigan 
0.6 Northwestern 
@PENN STATE 
Michigan 

Purdue 

N.3. @MARYLAND 
Ohio State 
@NEBRASKA 
Rutgers 


10-3 


S.2 Bowling Green 35-10 
S.9 Western Michigan 28-14 
$.23 Notre Dame 18-38 
S.30 lowa 17-10 
0.7 @MICHIGAN 14-10 
0.14 @MINNESOTA 30-27 
0.21 Indiana 17-9 
0.28 @NORTHWEST.(30T) 31-39 
N.4 Penn State 27-24 
N.11 @OHIO STATE 3-48 
N18 Maryland 7-7 
N.25 @RUTGERS 40-7 
D.28 Washington State* 42-17 
*Holiday Bowl 


ichigan State speaks to the 
M quality of the Big Ten East 
this season. The Spartans have 
a deep, veteran roster with top-10 potential— 
and they might be the fourth-best team in their own division. 

The Spartans are picked No. 4 here, but make no mistake 
about it: Michigan State is good enough to make a serious run at 
the Big Ten championship this season. The 2018 Spartans have 
established players at almost every key position and very few 
weaknesses as a team. 

The Michigan State team that won 10 games last season and 
finished the season ranked No. 15 returns 19 of 22 starters, led 
by dual-threat quarterback Brian Lewerke, who accounted for 
3,352 yards of total offense and 25 touchdowns last season. He fits 
Michigan State’s identity as a power team to a T. 

Lewerke will be joined by senior running back LJ Scott, a 
bruising runner who deserves to be mentioned alongside the 
league’s best. The Spartans bring back their top five pass-catchers 
from 2017 and return the foundation of a defense that was one of 
eight in the FBS to hold opponents under 300 yards per game last 
season. Once again, MSU should have few worries on defense. 

Further, the schedule breaks favorably for coach Mark 
Dantonio’s team. The Spartans play at Penn State but dodge 
Wisconsin and play both Michigan and Ohio State in East Lansing. 

Michigan State’s offensive line will be the question, as the 
front five could start as many as three sophomores. The Spartans 
finished 96th in scoring offense a season ago and never quite 
established their deep passing game. Michigan State will need 
more consistent pass protection to keep foes from loading up on 
Scott and the running game. 

In terms of pure talent, the Spartans are fourth in their own 
division, though the history of Dantonio’s tenure at MSU is rife 
with teams that developed quickly and overachieved. If the 
Spartans end up in Indianapolis come December, it certainly 
would be far from the first time Michigan State spoiled the party 
in the Big Ten East. 


2018 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


~ 5-YEAR RECORD 
48-17 


Ni-2. 11-2. 3-9 


CT: Conference Title + BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


@B Brian Lewerke® (6-3, 215, Jr.) 
RB LJScott* (6-1, 226, Sr.) 

LT Cole Chewins* (6-8, 288, Jr) 
David Beedle* (6-5, 333, Sr) 
Matt Allen (6-3, 296, So.) 

Kevin Jarvis* (6-4, 312, So.) 
Luke Campbell* (6-5, 290, So.) 
Matt Sokol* (6-6, 255, Sr.) 
Felton Davis Ill’ (6-4, 195, Sr.) 
Darrell Stewart Jr.* (6-2, 214, Jr.) 
WR Cody White® (6-3, 214. So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Kenny Willekes* (6-4, 250, Jr) 
DT Raequan Williams* (6-4, 295. Jr) 
DT Mike Panasiuk* (6-4, 296, Jr) 
DE Jacub Panasiuk (6-3, 269, So.) 
OLS Andrew Dowell* (6-), 225, Sr) 
MLB Joe Bachie* (6-2, 230, Jr) 

OLB Antjuan Simmons (6-0, 221, So.) 
CB Josiah Scott* (5-10, 170, So.) 

CB Justin Layne® (6-3, 185, Jr.) 

FS David Dowell* (6-1), 196, Jr) 

SS Khari Willis* (6-0, 214, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS - 


K = Matt Coghlin* (5-9, 192, So.) 
P Jake Hartbarger* (6-4. 200, Sr.) 
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*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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SNRECRUITING REPORT 
“TOP SIGNEES SEntic. 
1 KalonGervin, CB 4% 

2 Trenton Gillison, TE 4% 

3 Xavier Henderson, ATH 4* 


This group is indicative of 
the types of classes coach Mark 
Dantonio has had success with. 
There is a Midwest flavor, with 
many players from Michigan 
and Ohio. 

Four-star cornerback 
Kalon Gervin enrolled early. 
Quarterback Theo Day has the 
arm and athleticism to be a 
future star. 

Linebackers Chase Kline and 
Jeslord Boateng bring different 
skillsets, but both are earmarked 
as top signees. 

Cornerback Davion Williams, 
a one-time basketball recruit, 
has high upside. 


SCOTT: AL GOLDIS / AP 


PIGROME: CHRIS KNIGHT / AP 
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QB Tyrrell Pigrome (5-1), 196, So.) 
RB Ty Johnson® (5-10, 208, Sr.) 
LT DerwinGray* (6-5, 330, Sr.) 
LG SeanChristle* (6-4, 305, Sr.) 
€ —_ Brendan Moore® (6-3, 302, Sr.) 
RG Terrance Davis* (6-3, 308, Jr.) 
RT Damian Prince’ (6-3, 315, Sr.) 
TE Avery Edwards* (6-4, 240, Sr.) 
WR Taivon Jacobs? (5-11, 170, Sr.) 
WR Jahrvis Davenport (5-9, 194, Sr.) 
WR TahjCapehart (5-10, 184, So.) 


DEFENSE 

Byron Cowart (6-4, 270, Jr.) 
Adam McLean (6-2, 305, Jr.) 

Mbi Tanyl* (6-1, 296, Sr.) 

Brett Kulka (6-4, 260, Sr.) 

Isalah Davis* (6-1, 238, Jr) 

Nick Underwood (6-0, 225, Jr.) 
Antoine Brooks Jr.* (5-11, 210, Jr.) 
Tino Ellis* (6-1, 193, Jr) 

RaVon Davis (5-10, 177, Sr.) 
Darnell Savage Jr.* (5-10, 191, Sr.) 
Quwuantrezz Knight (6-0, 197, Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Paul Inzerillo (5-8, 175, So.) 
P Wade Lees* (6-2, 208, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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MRECRUITING REPORT 


STOP SIGNEES tata 

1 Jaelyn Duncan, O7 4% 

2 Austin Fontaine, DT 4% 

' 3 Darryl Jones, WR 4% 

Coach DJ Durkin and his staff 
continue to turn in highly ranked 
recruiting classes in College 
Park. The Terrapins signed four 
four-star recruits, but it’s 6-8 
juco offensive tackle TJ Bradley 
who may play the earliest, along 
with former five-star Auburn 
signee Byron Cowart, who also 
arrives from the juco ranks, 

Jaelyn Duncan, Austin 
Fontaine and Darryl Jones all 
come from the all-important 
DMV (D.C., Maryland, Virginia) 
area. Four-star cornerback Ken 
Montgomery was a nice pickup 
out of Florida. 


OB Tyrrell Pigrome 


luck than Maryland in 2017. The Terrapins scored a 

landmark victory at Texas to start the season, though it 
came with a steep price: Starting quarterback Tyrrell Pigrome 
tore the ACL in his right knee and missed the rest of the season. 

Then Bad met up with its old friend Worse and backup Kasim 
Hill-who battled for the starting job during the offseason—tore 
his ACL three weeks later and also missed the season. When 
third-stringer Max Bortenschlager could not play because of 
injury in November, Maryland was down to a single scholarship 
quarterback at one point. 

That nightmare is finished, so the Terrapins approach the 
upcoming season with high hopes, particularly on offense. Both 
sophomore Pigrome and freshman Hill showed promise before 
getting injured, and either could be Maryland’s long-term answer 
at quarterback, provided their surgically repaired knees are ready 
for contact to start this season. 

Whoever plays quarterback for Maryland will have talent 
around him. The Terrapins are on track start nothing but juniors 
and seniors on the offensive line, and running backs Ty Johnson 
and Lorenzo Harrison III both ran for 600-plus yards last season 
despite the team’s QB issues. 

To be a bowl team this season, Maryland will need better play 
from its defense, which allowed a Big Ten-worst 37.1 points per 
game in 2017. The unit remains largely unproven going into this 
season; the Terps will not be able to simply outscore the Big Ten’s 
best teams. 

Coach DJ Durkin’s staff has recruited well at Maryland, both in 
its home territory and throughout the rest of the country. Since 
his hiring in December 2015, Maryland has pulled in recruiting 
classes that ranked fifth, fourth and seventh in the Big Ten. With 
each passing year, Maryland’s roster sees more and more talent. 

This season will provide an indication of how much Maryland 
has closed the gap between its program and the bluebloods at 
the top of the Big Ten East Division. If Maryland can hang in this 
division, very good days might be ahead. 


Yi would be hard-pressed to find a team that had worse 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


DJ Durkin 
Third year (10-15) 
CAREER RECORD: 11-15 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Matt Canada (first year) 

Chris Beatty (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Andy Buh (third year) 

Jimmy Brumbaugh (second year) 


STADIUM: Maryland Stadium 
(51,802) 

TICKETS: 800-IM-A-TERP 
SITE: College Park, Md. 
WEBSITE: umterps.com 
TWITTER: @TerpsFootball 


»2018 SCHEDULE 
DATE OPPONENT 
S._Texas* 

S.8 @BOWLING GREEN 
S.15 Temple 

$.22 Minnesota 

0.6 @MICHIGAN 

013 Rutgers 

0.20 @IOWA 

0.27 Illinois 

N.3 Michigan State 
N10 @INDIANA 

N.17_ Ohio State 

N.24 @PENN STATE 


“Landover, MD 


+2017 RESULTS 4-8 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
$2 @TEXAS 51-4] 
S.9 Towson 63-17 
$.23 UCF 10-38 
$.30 @MINNESOTA 31-24 
0.7 @OHIO STATE 14-62 
0.14 Northwestern 21-37 
0.21 @WISCONSIN 13-38 
0.28 Indiana 42-39 
N.4 — Rutgers 24-31 
Nal Michigan 10-35 
N.18_ @MICHIGAN STATE 7-7 
N.25_ Penn State 3-66 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Chris Ash 
Third year (6-18) 
CAREER RECORD: 6-18 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

John McNulty (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 

Jay Niemann (third year) ‘ 
Noah Joseph (first year) 


STADIUM: High Point Solutions 
Stadium (52,454) 

TICKETS: 866-445-GORU 
SITE: Piscataway, N.J. 
WEBSITE: scarletknights.com 
TWITTER: @RFootball 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
Sl Texas State 

$.8 @OHIO STATE 
S15 @KANSAS 

S.22 Buffalo 

S.29 Indiana 

0.6 Illinois 

0.13. @MARYLAND 
0,20 Northwestern 

N.3. @WISCONSIN 
N10 Michigan 

N17 Penn State 

N.24 @MICHIGAN STATE 


» 2017 RESULTS 4-8 


S.1_ Washington 14-30 
S.9 Eastern Michigan 13-16 
S.16 Morgan State 65-0 
S.23. @NEBRASKA 17-27 
S.30 Ohio State 0-56 
0.14 @ILLINOIS 35-24 
0.21 Purdue 14-12 
0.28 @MICHIGAN 14-35 
N.4_ Maryland 31-24 
N.1l_@PENN STATE 6-35 
N18 @INDIANA _ 0-41 
N.25 Michigan State _ 7-40 


RUTGERS 


SCARLET KNIGHTS 


CB Blessuan Austin 


noticeable strides. 
No, really. 

The Scarlet Knights are in a much better position than they 
were two years ago, though their biggest issue has not gone 
anywhere. Rutgers still plays in the Big Ten East Division, which 
very well might be the deepest division in college football this 
season. 

Ash’s team finished fifth in 2017, though a repeat of that will 
need some serious construction on offense. Of the 130 FBS teams 
last season, Rutgers finished 128th in first downs gained, 126th in 
passing efficiency and 120th in scoring. 

Rutgers lost Janarion Grant and Damon Mitchell, the only two 
wide receivers on the roster who caught 10 or more passes a 
season ago. 

Ash tasked coordinator John McNulty with reviving the offense, 
which has some signs of life. Tight end Jerome Washington, the 
team’s leading receiver last season, is back and should again be 
the team’s most reliable target. Left tackle Tariq Cole returned for 
his senior season, which was a boon to the offense. 

The Scarlet Knights added running back Jon Hilliman as a 
graduate transfer from Boston College, a solid addition to the 
running game. Senior Giovanni Rescigno is the favorite to open 
the season as the starting quarterback, but he’ll need to improve 
his completion percentage, which sagged to 47 percent last year. 

Rutgers remains excited about 6-5 true freshman Artur 
Sitkowski, who projects as the program’s quarterback of the 
future and could play as early as this season. Sitkowski, an early 
enrollee from Old Bridge, N.J., decommitted from Miami (Fla.) 
before deciding to stay in-state. 

Cornerback Blessuan Austin will lead a veteran secondary that 
will be the strength of Rutgers’ defense. The Scarlet Knights are 
thin at some positions but should once again be in the middle of 
the pack of FBS defenses. 

Ash has won some important battles on the recruiting trail, but 
the reality is that his roster is still miles away from making up any 
ground in the Big Ten East. As has been the case since joining the 
Big Ten, Rutgers has an uphill climb to be a bow] team in 2018. 


S: ince hiring Chris Ash as its coach, Rutgers’ roster has made 
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» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

Giovanni Rescigno* (6-3, 228, Sr) 
Jon Hilliman (6-0, 220, Sr.) 

Tariq Cole* (6-6, 320, Sr.) 

Nick Krimin (6-5, 308, So.) 

Michael Maietti* (6-), 292, So.) 
Zach Venesky (6-3, 300, Jr.) 
Kamaal Seymour* (6-6, 312, Jr.) 
Jerome Washington® (6-4, 258, Sr) 
Bo Melton (5-1), 185, So.) 

Everett Wormley (6-0, 198, So.) 
Hunter Hayek (5-9. 170, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Kevin Wilkins* (6-2, 306, Sr.) 
DT Julius Turner (6-0, 282. So.) 
DT JonBateky’ (6-3, 300, Sr) 

DE ElormLumor (6-3, 245, So.) 
OLB Deonte Roberts’ (6-), 235, Sr.) 
MLB Trevor Morris* (6-}, 232, Sr.) 
OLB Tyreek Maddox-Williams (6-0, 232, So) 
CB Blessuan Austin (6-1, 195, Sr.) 
CB Isaiah Wharton® (6-1), 205, Sr.) 
FS Saquan Hampton (6-1, 207, Sr) 
SS _ K.J. Gray (6-1, 205, Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 


K = Justin Davidovicz (5-9, 177 So.) 
P = Adam Korsak (6-2, 190, So.) 


S5Sad38°5588 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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NWRECRUITING REPORT 
2a> 

TOP SIGNEES BRATION 

1 Artur Sitkowski, G5 3% 

2 Daevon Robinson, ATH 3* 

3 Zihir Lacewell, WR 3*® 


Ten of 22 Rutgers signees 
enrolled early and will go 
through spring practice. 
Quarterback Artur Sitkowski 
from IMG Academy has a big 
frame and arm talent. The 
receiver class is talented, led 
by Sitkowski's high school 
teammate, 6-5, 210-pound Jalen 
Jordan. 

Junior-college safety Malik 
Dixon should contribute early. 
Offensive tackle Raiqwon O'Neal 
and versatile Daevon Robinson 
are gifted athletes who can be 
instant-impact players. 


AUSTIN: NATI HARNIK / AP 


“\) 5-YEAR RECORD 
26-36 
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5-7 4-8 6-7 6-7 5-7 
2013 [2014 oe Eo 


CT: Conference Title * BG: Bow! Game. | 
NT: National Title 


QB Peyton Ramsey (6-2, 2!!, So.) 
RB Morgan Ellison’ (6-1, 225, So.) 


LT Coy Cronk? (6-5, 302, Jr.) 

LG Wes Martin* (6-3, 316, Sr.) F A S i FA C Ji S 

¢ Hunter Littlejohn* (6-3, 307, Jr) HEAD COACH 

RG Mackenzie Nworah’ (6-4, 298, So.) Tom Allen 

RT Brandon Knight* (6-5, 307, Sr.) Second year (5-8) 

TE Ryan Watercutter (6-2, 233, Sr.) CAREER RECORD: 5-8 

WR Luke Timlan* (6-0, 193, Sr.) 

WR Whop Philyor (5-11, 178, So.) STAFF 

WR Chris Gajcak (6-2, 197, Jr.) OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
DEFENSE RB Morgan Ellison Mike DeBord (second year) 
DE Brandon Wilson (6-3, 276, Jr.) DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


Mark Hagen (second year) 


DT Jacob Robinson* (6-4, 290, Sr.) |" : A : : ; 

DT Mike Barwick Jr, (6-0, 305, Sr.) he theme of 2018 in Bloomington is “regeneration,” which TEAM INFO 

DE AllenStallings IV (6-2, 244, Jr) is less than ideal in a division as unforgiving as Indiana’s. STADIUM: Memorial Stadium 
LB *Kiante Walton (6-2, 230, Sr) A season ago, IU had arguably the most underrated . (52,929) 


TICKETS: 866-IUSPORTS 
SITE: Bloomington, Ind. 
WEBSITE: iuhoosiers.com 
TWITTER: @HoosierFootball 


Reakwon Jones (6-2, 232, Jr) 
CB Andre Brown Jr.* (6-0, 205, Jr) 
CB A’Shon Riggins (6-0, 183, Jr.) 
FS Marcelino Ball (6-0, 218, So.) 
SS Jonathan Crawford’ (6-2, 197, Sr.) 
S Isaac James (5-1), 194, Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Logan Justus (5-1, 173, Jr) 
P —_ Haydon Whitehead* (6-2, 199, Jr.) 


defense in college football despite finishing the season 5-7. The 
Hoosiers’ 4-2-5 scheme ranked among the top 30 nationally in 
total defense, passing yards allowed and first downs allowed—and 
now most of that group is gone. Indiana lost eight defensive 
starters, its most experienced quarterback, its two best overall 
players and the kicker. 

Coach Tom Allen now has to go about replacing a huge 
majority of production throughout the roster. The Hoosiers 
had three players on the All-Big Ten first team, none of whom 


servot a saves A Aaa returned. Wide receiver Simmie Cobbs Jr. left for the NFL +2018 SCHEDULE 
following a dynamic junior season during in which he caught 72 DATE OPPONENT 
ee oars passes and was the best receiver in the conference. | 2 oraERe UUs 
RECRUITING REPORT Tegray Scales was a tackling machine at middle linebacker,and = 15,_ Bail state 
aaa his presence in the middle of the Hoosiers’ defense was a large S.22 Michigan State 
NTOP SIGNEES BERGA part of its success. He was lost to graduation, as was kicker Griffin S.29 @RUTGERS 
1 apap nari: e Fi Oakes, who was one extra point and one field goal away from os @onio STATE 
3 Reese Taylor, ATH 3% being perfect in 2017. 0.20” Penn State 
\ Indiana’s offensive skill positions will likely be the strength | 0.26 @MINNESOTA 
_ There is a lot of offensive skill of the team. The Hoosiers lost quarterback Richard Lagow, but NO Maryland 
mn ue Co hpi atin played Peyton Ramsey nearly the same amount as Lagow last year N17 @MICHIGAN 
stadt debviContGss ron VIF anyway. Ramsey gave new life to the IU offense as a freshman, Ni24" Purdue 
and Michigan State, will be finishing as the school’s third-leading rusher and completing 65.4 
joined by bruising 235-pound percent of his passes. He’ll battle Arizona grad transfer Brandon »2017 RESULTS 5-7 
back Stevie Scott. Dawkins, who started for the Wildcats in 2016, for the job. DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
Mien Mess mf Ardea He'll be joined by senior wide receiver Luke Timian, who was Az on State a0 
threw for elitouchdowhsand second to Cobbs in receiver production in 2017, and running 623 ah Southern oe 
rushed for 16 as a prep senior. back Morgan Ellison, who led the team in rushing yards and 5.30 @PENN STATE 14-45 
Reese Taylor was Indiana's touchdowns during his freshman campaign. 0.7 Charleston Southern 27-0 
& Mr. Football as a quarterback, However, the sheer amount players Indiana is tasked with 0.14 Michigan (OT) 20-27 
g* emudolyome pestens replacing, partulrly on defense, just too much for this oS aa 
g King, two linemen from Florida, Hoosiers team to mount a challenge in a division as stacked as Ndr Wisconcnl aan TEs 
z lead the defensive class. the Big Ten East. Contending in this division in this year requires Null @ILLINOIS 24-14 
s aroster full of top-flight talent, and Indiana simply does not have N18 Rutgers 41-0 
a enough of it. N.25 @PURDUE 24-31 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 
Paul Chryst 
Fourth year (34-7) 
CAREER RECORD: 53-26 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Joe Rudolph (fourth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jim Leonhard (second year) 


"STADIUM: Camp Randall Stadium 
(80,321) 

TICKETS: 800-GO-BADGERS 
SITE: Madison, Wis. 

WEBSITE: uwbadgers.com 
TWITTER: @BadgerFootball 


>» 2018 SCHEDULE 
A.31_ Western Kentucky 
$.8 New Mexico 

$15 BYU 

$.22 @IOWA 

0.6 Nebraska 

0.13 @MICHIGAN 

0.20 Illinois 

0.27 @NORTHWESTERN 
N.3 Rutgers 

N10 @PENN STATE 
N.17__ @PURDUE 

N.24 Minnesota © 


» 2017 RESULTS 13-1 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
S.1_Utah State 59-10 
S.9 Florida Atlantic 31-14 
$16 @BYU 40-6 
S.30 Northwestern 33-24 
07 @NEBRASKA 38-17 
0.14 Purdue 17-9 
0.21 Maryland 38-13 
0.28 @ILLINOIS 24-10 
N.4 @INDIANA 45-17 
Nl lowa 38-14 
N18 Michigan 24-10 
N.25_ @MINNESOTA 31-0 
D.2 Ohio State* 21-27 
"0.30 Miami (Fla.)** 34-24 


*Big Ten Championship Game 
**Orange Bowl 


WISCONSIN 


BADGERS 


RB Jonathan Taylor 


orgive us if you have heard this story 
before. 
Wisconsin will have a very big, very 
physical offensive line that will be the 
identity of its team. They also have a standout 
tailback, a coach who loves to run the ball and 
one of the best defenses in college football. 

Does that sound familiar at all? 

Wisconsin’s tried-and-true identity as a 
football program has not gone anywhere, and 
the Badgers’ 2017 season—during which they 
were on the doorstep of the College Football 
Playoff—was further reinforcement 
that this team has real potential 
to challenge the blueblood 
programs of the Big Ten. The 
Badgers’ only loss last season 
came to Ohio State in the Big 
Ten Championship Game, a 
six-point defeat that prevented 
Wisconsin from being included in 
the four-team playoff field. 

While Wisconsin may have fallen just 
short a season ago, the Badgers have just 
as good a shot to be lurking in the playoff 
conversation come December. They are on 
track to return 10 of the 11 players who started 
for them in the Orange Bowl victory against 
Miami, and by virtue of playing in the weaker 


2018 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
OT David Edwards 


Edwards wasan All-American for good 
reason. The converted tight end is an 
outstanding athlete who has first-round 
draft potential and first-round size at 6-7, 
Edwards returned to school this year but is 
seen by many scouts as the type of tackle 
who can become an NFL mainstay. 


West Division, they remain the 
heavy favorite to return to the 
title game for the third straight 
season. 
The Badgers return three 
All-Americans, their quarterback 
and their entire offensive line. 
Leading the way in the trenches 
will be star tackle David Edwards and giant 
guards Michael Deiter and Beau Benzschawel, 
which will form arguably the country’s best 
offensive line. Behind them is running back 
Jonathan Taylor, whose transition from high 
schooler to No. 1 back took approximately 
15 minutes. Taylor, who rushed for 1,977 


TAYLOR; DARRON CUMMINGS / AP 


DS l= 


HORNIBROOK: KIM RAFF / AP 


yards as a freshman, already looks to be the next great 
Wisconsin tailback. 

A Badgers defense that ranked third in the country 
in points allowed returns three of its top four tacklers 
from a season ago, and will have familiar faces at all 
levels of its 3-4 alignment. T.J. Edwards and Ryan 
Connelly will continue to lead the way at linebacker, 
where the pair combined for 169 total tackles and five 
interceptions last season. Safety D’Cota Dixon will pace 
the secondary, while 338-pound Olive Sagapolu should 
become the anchor of the defense at nose tackle. 

Wisconsin’s biggest question once again centers 
around its passing game, which must improve for the 
Badgers to win the Big Ten. The Badgers’ passing attack 
has to change for two reasons: first, its best weapon is 
no longer around and, second, it turned the ball over 
far too much last season and finally paid for it in the Big 
Ten Championship Game. 

Tight end Troy Fumagalli was the focal point of 
the Wisconsin passing attack with a team-best 46 
catches, though he is off to the NFL. Quarterback Alex 
Hornibrook returns for his third season at the helm, 
where he has an impressive 20-3 record as a starter. 
Hornibrook played the best game of his career in 
winning the Orange Bowl MVP, though interceptions 
remain a concern. 

Hornibrook threw 15 picks in 2017, which was the 
most of any quarterback on a contender. Oddly enough, 
his worst games were at Camp Randall Stadium. He 
threw 10 interceptions at home compared with 11 
touchdown passes. 

Interceptions remain the lone knock on Hornibrook, 
who otherwise completed 62.3 percent of his passes 
and has shown flashes of being an effective Big Ten 
quarterback. If he cuts down on turnovers, UW has 
everything he needs around him. Receivers Quintez 
Cephus and A.J. Taylor return to complement the 
running game, giving Wisconsin a supremely balanced 
offense. 

Anything outside of a West Division championship 
would be a major disappointment for a Badgers team 
that is dreaming big, and with good reason. If Wisconsin 
can prove its mettle on the road in the Big Ten, the 
school’s first College Football Playoff could become a 
reality. 


2 SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 

The Badgers ‘“ TOP SIGNEES ony 3 
have had 1 Jack Sanborn, ||) 4 
great success 2 Nakia Watson, «2 5» 
developing 3 Aron Cruickshank, © S* 
linebackers of 


late, and Jack Sanborn, a smart, productive recruit, 
fits the mold. The bruising 6-0, 226-pound Nakia 
Watson is a classic Wisconsin back. The Badgers 
always do a great job of finding homegrown talent, 
and they signed the top two prospects in their 

state: defensive linemen Boyd Dietzen and Cormac 
Sampson. They also had success recruiting Michigan, 
pulling five recruits from there, led by safety Reggie 
Pearson and wide receiver Taj Mustapha, both of 
whom enrolled early, and offensive lineman Michael 
Furtney, who spurned SEC and other Big Ten schools 
to be a Badger. 


SST 


‘RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


»PASSING _ 
Alex Hornibrook 
GP Effi. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. 1D Avg/G 


14) 148.6 | 198-318-15 623 | 2644/25 188.9 


RUSHING GP Att Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Jonathan Taylor = 14299 1977 6.6 BML 


SRECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. 1D. Avg/6 


QuintezCephus «9 30 SLC 655 
STACKLES —_GP_ Solo Assist Total 
Ryan Connelly 4157 | 3 | 88 

SACKS _ ___ @ No. Yards 
Andrew Van Ginkel “ul 65 | 49 

INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
TJ. Edwards 476 68/1 


. 
QB Alex Hornibrook 


2017 TEAM STATS 
Bin TS oe 


SCORING 473 195 
Points Per Game 33.8 3.9 
FIRST DOWNS 296 196 
Rushing 148 79 
Passing 128 97 
Penalty 20 20 
RUSHING YARDAGE 3121 1378 
Yards gained rushing 3347 1808 
Yards lost rushing 226 430 
Rushing Attempts 629 436 
Average Per Rush 5.0 3.2 
Average Per Game 222.9 98.4 
TDs Rushing 28 7 
PASSING YARDAGE 2689 2291 
Comp-Att-int 204-325-15 192-395-20 
Average Per Pass 8.3 58 
Average Per Catch 3.2 ie) 
Average Per Game 192.1 163.6 
TDs Passing 25 i] 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5810 3669 
Total Plays 954 831 
Average Per Play 6.) 4.4 


Average Per Game 415.0 262.1 
KICK RETURNS: #-YDS 35-733 29-565 


PUNT RETURN AVG. 8.6 73 
INT RETURN AVG, 17.3 17.0 
FUMBLES-LOST 21-9 15-9 


PENALTIES-YARDS 75-703. 76-659 


Average Per Game 50.2 47) 
PUNTS-YARDS 62-2441 84-3495 

Average Per Punt 39.4 41.6 

Net punt average 36.6 38,2 


TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 35:29 24:31 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 90/185 55/189 


3rd-Down Pct. 49% 29% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 4/6 WT 
4th-Down Pct. 67% 65% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 42-311 21-117 
MISC. YARDS 21 0 
TDS SCORED 60 21 
FG-ATTEMPTS 16-18 16-24 
ATTENDANCE 551766 283458 
Games/Avg PerGame 7/78824 _ 5/56692 
Neutral Site Games 2/65459 


WISCONSIN 96 130 114 133 0 473 
Opponent 68 53 47 27 0 195 
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~5-YEAR RECORD 
54-14 


9-4 11-3 10-3 11-3 13-1 
Ts Ei 


LW 
CT: Conference Title * BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB Alex Hornibrook’ (6-4, 220, Jr.) 
Jack Coan (6-3, 206, So.) 

FB AlecIngold (6-2, 246, Sr.) 
Jake Collinsworth (6-1, 234, Fr) 

RB Jonathan Taylor* (5-11, 216, So.) 
Chris James (5-|0, 219, Sr.) 

LT Cole Van Lanen (6-5, 31], So.) 
David Moorman (6-5, 306, Jr) 

LG Michael Deiter’ (6-6, 321, Sr) 
Jon Dietzen* (6-6, 326, Jr) 

c Tyler Biadasz* (6-5, 322, So.) 
Brett Connors (6-6, 297, Sr.) 

RG BeauBenzschawel* (6-6, 322, Sr.) 
Kayden Lyles (6-3, 323, Fr.) 

RT David Edwards* (6-7, 319, Jr) 
Patrick Kasl (6-5, 315, So.) 

TE Zander Neuville (6-5, 251, Sr.) 
Kyle Penniston (6-4, 236, Jr) 

WR Quintez Cephus* (6-1, 206, Jr) 
Kendric Pryor (5-11, 179, So.) 

WR A.J. Taylor® (5-11, 199, Jr) 
Danny Davis II (6-0, 194, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Isaiahh Loudermilk (6-7, 297, So.) 
Aaron Vopal (6-6, 299. Fr.) 

NT Olive Sagapolu® (6-2, 338, Sr.) 
Gunnar Roberge (6-4, 291, Jr.) 

DE Garrett Rand (6-2, 278, Jr) 
David Pfaff (6-2, 272. Jr.) 

OLB Andrew Van Ginkel (6-4, 233, Sr.) 
Christian Bell (6-4, 246, So.) 

"LB T.J.Edwards® (6-), 248, Sr.) 
Arrington Farrar (6-2, 242. Sr.) 

LS RyanConnelly* (6-3, 236, Sr) 
Chris Orr (6-0, 229, Jr) 

OLB Tyler Johnson (6-3, 247, Jr.) 
Zack Baun (6-3, 230, Jr.) 

CB Dontye Carriere-Williams (5-10, 185, So.) 
Faion Hicks (5-10, 183, Fr.) 

CB Madison Cone (5-9, 180, So.) 
Caesar Williams (6-0, 183, So.) 

FS Patrick Johnson (5-1), 202, Jr.) 
Seth Currens (6-3, 212, So.) 

SS D’Cota Dixon* (5-10, 200, Sr.) 
Evan Bondoc (6-), 200, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Rafael Gaglianone® (5-1), 236, Sr.) 
P Anthony Lotti* (6-0, 185, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 

Kirk Ferentz 

20th year (143-97) 
CAREER RECORD: 155-118 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian Ferentz (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Phil Parker (seventh year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Kinnick Stadium 
(70,585) 

TICKETS: 800-l|A-HAWKS 
SITE: lowa City, lowa 
WEBSITE: hawkeyesports.com 
TWITTER: @HawkeyeFootball 


2018 SCHEDULE 
S$.) Northern Illinois 
S.8 _ lowa State 
S.15 Northern lowa 
$.22 Wisconsin 
0.6 _ @MINNESOTA 
0.13 @INDIANA + 
0.20 Maryland 
0.27 @PENN STATE 
N.3 @PURDUE 
N.10 Northwestern 
N.17 @ILLINOIS 
N.23_ Nebraska 


2017 RESULTS 8-5 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
$.2. Wyoming 24-3 
S.9 @IOWASTATE(OT) 44-4] 
S.16 North Texas 31-14 
$.23 Penn State 19-21 
S.30 @MICHIGAN STATE 10-17 
0.7 _ Illinois 45-16 
0.21 @NORTHWEST. (OT) 10-17 
0.28 Minnesota 17-10 
N.4_ Ohio State 55-24 
N.1l_@WISCONSIN 14-38 
N18 Purdue 15-24 
N.24. @NEBRASKA 56-14 
0.27 Boston College* 27-20 


*Pinstripe Bowl 
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QB Nate Stanley 


f anyone is going to unseat Wisconsin in 

the Big Ten West, it is lowa. The Hawkeyes 

showed last season, if only for an 

afternoon, that they could be a legitimate 
contender to win their division. 

Iowa was the only team in the country to 
beat a top-10 finalist by more than 30 points 
last season, thanks to a 31-point bashing of 
Ohio State in Iowa City. For as well as Iowa 
played against the Buckeyes, it also failed to 
score 20 points in six of its nine Big Ten games 
and was a terrific candidate for the most 
confusing team in college football. 

Despite losing some of its most talented 
players from last season’s roster, there is still 
much to like about the construction of Iowa’s 
team. The Hawkeyes will not have any worries 
at quarterback, where Nate Stanley is back 
under center after a sophomore season with 
plenty of promise. He threw for 2,437 yards 
last year and finished the campaign with 26 
touchdowns compared with six interceptions. 
If Stanley’s potential turns into more 
consistent production, he can be one of the 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
QB Nate Stanley 


There are few things in this world 
that NFL scouts love as much as a big 
quarterback, and Stanley looks the part. 
He’s had huge moments—throwing for 
five touchdowns against Ohio State—and 
still has untapped potential. Stanley 
undoubtedly will have the NFL’s attention 
in his junior year. 


top quarterbacks in the conference. 

Further, the skill players around Stanley 
have talent and experience. The Hawkeyes 
certainly will miss departed running back 
Akrum Wadley and linemen James Daniels 
and Sean Welsh, yet they still enter 2018 with 
plenty of offense. 

The Hawkeyes’ offensive line will be 
strong again, the running game has two 
capable sophomores in Toren Young and 


STANLEY: JEFF ROBERSON / AP 


$e 


HESSE: JUSTIN HAYWORTH / AP 


Ivory Kelly-Martin and lowa has two NFL-caliber tight 
ends. Junior Noah Fant and sophomore T.J. Hockenson 
combined for 14 touchdown catches in 2017, and the 
pairing will continue to be a matchup nightmare for 
opposing defenses. Fant and Hockenson, both 6-5 and 
athletic, present one of the most unique duos in college 
football and can change games when used efficiently. 

Additionally, lowa’s defense returns some serious 
muscle from a unit that ranked 17th in the FBS in 
scoring defense. The Hawkeyes lost linebacker Josey 
Jewell and cornerback Josh Jackson, both of whom were 
first-team All-Big Ten selections, but will nonetheless 
have a massive line and stout front seven. Ends 
Anthony Nelson and Parker Hesse will be a nuisance, 
having combined for 20.0 tackles for loss between them 
a season ago. Safety Amani Hooker is a budding star 
on the back end of the defense and will be expected to 
make a jump as a junior this season. 

Simply put, lowa’s defense should not be pushed 
around by anyone this year, and it could become the 
type of unit that will keep its team in almost every game. 

The potential problem for Iowa is the same as it was 
last season: How can an offense with so many weapons 
look so ordinary at times? For a team that boasted NFL- 
worthy talent throughout its offense, Iowa struggled to 
sustain drives far too often, The Hawkeyes managed to 
finish 116th in the FBS in total offense, one spot below 
Rice and one above Kansas. 

Even after scoring 55 points in the victory against 
Ohio State, lowa reverted back to its offensive struggles, 
totaling 29 points in the next two games combined, 
both losses. It was a maddening juxtaposition for an 
offense with so much potential. 

Stanley will be counted on to complete a higher 
percentage of his passes this year after finishing 10th 
among Big Ten quarterbacks with a 55.8-percent mark 
in 2017. That will not be easy considering the Hawkeyes 
are thin at wide receiver beyond senior Nick Easley and 
will need a handful of inexperienced players to help 
keep pressure off the running game and tight ends. 

Iowa looks—on paper, at least—to have everything 
it needs to move the ball consistently. If the same 
team that played Ohio State can show up on a more 
consistent basis in 2018, the Hawkeyes just might have a 
December date in Indianapolis waiting for them. 


~ 


ax J SFORTS 
RECRUITING REPORT 


lowahad much ™& TOP SIGNEES saeee 
of this class sewn —_¥ Dallas Craddieth, © 5» 
up early, but 2 John Waggoner, | 3* 
Dallas Craddieth, % TylerLinderbaum, \| 2* 
who had offers 
from Nebraska and Wisconsin, among others, was a 
key winter addition. The Hawkeyes were able to keep 
John Waggoner, who had national offers, and Tyler 
Linderbaum, a U.S. Army All-American, at home. 
Junior-college defensive tackle Daviyon Nixon, 
who received an offer from Alabama but stuck with 
the Hawkeyes, should play immediately. Offensive 
lineman Jeff Jenkins and 6-5 California quarterback 
Spencer Petras are two more standouts among the 
offensive group. Julius Brents joins Craddieth to 
bring size and skill to the secondary. 


‘s RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING _ 
Nate Stanley 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int_ Pct. Yds. 1D _Avg/G 


B) B52 | 196-351-6 | 558 | 2437 26) 1875 


“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. 1D Avo/G 
Toren Young 


7.4) 93 | 43/2 > 216 
RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avo/G 


Noah Fant B30) 494 165) 1) 38.0 
“TACKLES —_GP-_Solo_Assist_Total 
Amani Hooker Wi 4) 6 56 

_ SACKS GP No. Yards _ 
Anthony Nelson B) 7S 39 

“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Amani Hooker 2,3 560 1 


as 


DE Parker Hesse 


2017 TEAM STATS 
Rn oe 
SCORING 


367 259 
Points Per Game 28.2 19.9 
FIRST DOWNS 226 244 
Rushing 103 96 
Passing 106 130 
Penalty 7 18 
RUSHING YARDAGE 1810 1880 
Yards gained rushing 2133 203 
Yards lost rushing 323 233 
Rushing Attempts 48) 455 
Average Per Rush 38 4) 
Average Per Game 139.2 144.6 
TDs Rushing 7 10 
PASSING YARDAGE 47 2767 
Comp-Att-Int 199-355-6 257-459-21 
Average Per Pass ; At) 
Average Per Catch 12.4 10.8 
Average Per Game 190.2 212.8 
TDs Passing 27 19 
TOTAL OFFENSE 4283 4647 
Total Plays 836 914 
Average Per Play 51 51 


Average Per Game 329.5 357.5 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS_ 34-83) 37-632 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS_ 20-123 17-79 
INTRETURNS: #-YDS 21-423 6-43 


KICK RETURN AVG. 24.4 TA 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 6.2 46 
INT RETURN AVG. 20.1 7.2 
FUMBLES-LOST 21-13 15-5 
PENALTIES-YARDS 66-534 79-711 
Average Per Game 4] 547 
PUNTS-YARDS 71-2741 66-2572 
Average Per Punt 38.6 39.0 
Net punt average 36.9 36.8 


TIME OF POSS./GAME 30:10 29:50 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 62/180 65/188 


31d-Down Pct. 34% 35% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 14/22 12/25 
4th-Down Pct. 64% 48% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 29-175 25-173 
MISC. YARDS 12 7 
TDS SCORED 48 30 
FG-ATTEMPTS n-13 16-22 
ATTENDANCE 464357 345375 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/66337_ _5/69075 
Neutral Site Games 1/37667 
tows 55 99 84 123 6 367 
Opponent 68 66 55 60 10 259 


“5-YEAR RECORD 
43-23 


8-5 7-6 12-2 8-5 8-5 
2016 
win [Loss| 


CT: Conference Title + BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB Nate Stanley* (6-4, 242, Jr.) 
Peyton Mansell (6-2, 210, Fr.) 
RB Toren Young (5-1), 221, So.) 
Ivory Kelly-Martin (5-1), 200, So.) 
LT Tristan Wirfs* (6-5, 320, So.) 
Mark Kallenberger (6-6, 282, Fr.) 
Ross Reynolds (6-4, 295, Sr) 
Coy Kirkpatrick (6-4, 290, Fr.) 
Keegan Render® (6-4, 307, Sr) 
Cole Banwart (6-4, 296, So.) 
Levi Paulsen (6-5, 505, Jr) 
Landan Paulsen (6-5, 305, Jr.) 
Alaric Jackson* (6-7, 320, So.) 
Dalton Ferguson (6-4, 308, Sr.) 
T.J. Hockenson’ (6-5, 250, So.) 
Nate Wieting (6-4, 250, Jr.) 
Noah Fant* (6-5, 241, Jr.) 
Shaun Beyer (6-5, 240, So.) 
Nick Easley* (5-1), 205, Sr.) 
thmir Smith-Marsette (6-1, 175, So.) 
Brandon Smith (6-3, 219, So.) 
Kyle Groeneweg (5-10, 186, Sr.) 


EFENSE 

Anthony Nelson* (6-7, 271, Jr) 
Sam Brincks (6-5, 275, Sr.) 
Cedrick Lattimore (6-5, 295, Jr.) 
Dalles Jacobus (6-0, 280, So.) 
Matt Nelson’ (6-8, 295, Sr.) 
Brady Reiff (6-3. 272, Jr.) 
Parker Hesse* (6-3, 26), Sr.) 
A.J. Epenesa (6-5, 277, So.) 
Nick Niemann (6-4, 232, So.) 
Barrington Wade (6-1, 235, So.) 
Kristian Welch (6-3, 238, Jr) 
Jack Hockaday (6-1), 235, Sr.) 
Aaron Mends (6-0, 228, Sr) 
Amani Jones (6-0, 238, Jr.) 
Matt Hankins® (6-1, 185, So.) 
Trey Creamer (6-0, 190, Fr.) 
Michael Ojemudia (6-1, 199, Jr.) 
Manny Rugamba (5-1), 195, Jr.) 
Jake Gervase* (6-1, 212, Sr.) 
Geno Stone (5-|], 209, So.) 
Amani Hooker (6-0, 210, Jr.) 
John Milani (6-0, 20), Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
” Miguel Recinos* (6-), 193, Sr) 
P Ryan Gersonde (6-4, 198, So.) 
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“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Jeff Brohm 


Second year (7-6) 
CAREER RECORD: 37-16 


STAEF 


Brian Brohm (second year) 


Nick Holt (second year) 
Anthony Poindexter (second 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Ross-Ade Stadium 
(57,236) 

TICKETS: 800-497-7678 
SITE: West Lafayette, Ind. 
WEBSITE: purduesports.com 
TWITTER: @BoilerFootball 


2018 SCHEDULE 


A.30 Northwestern 
S.8 Eastern Michigan 
S15 Missouri 

§.22 Boston College 
S.29! @NEBRASKA 
0.13 @ILLINOIS 
0.20 Ohio State 

0.27 @MICHIGAN STATE 
N.3 lowa 

N.10 @MINNESOTA 
N.17. Wisconsin 

N.24 @INDIANA 


2017 RESULTS 
DATE | OPPONENT R 
S.2  Louisville* 
S.8 Ohio 
S.16 @MISSOURI 
$.23 Michigan 
0.7 Minnesota 
‘0.14 @WISCONSIN 
0.21 @RUTGERS 
0.28 Nebraska 
N.4 _ Illinois 
N.11_ @NORTHWESTERN 
N18 @IOWA 
N.25 Indiana 
0.27 Arizona** 


*Indianapolis, IN 
**Foster Farms Bowl 


2) PURDUE 


BOILERMAKERS 


y 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 


JaMarcus Shephard (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 


year) 


DATE, OPPONENT 


7-6 


ESULT 
28-35 
44-21 
35-3 
10-28 
31-17 
9-17 
12-14 
24-25 
29-10 
13-23 
24-15 
31-24 
38-35 


QB David Blough 


he Purdue record book will tell you 
that Jeff Brohm has only been the 
Boilermakers’ head coach for one 
season. That’s true. Distance traveled 
suggests something entirely different. 

It was just two years ago that Purdue’s 
program was stuck in the basement of the Big 
Ten, with a hopeless team playing in front of 
half-empty home crowds in West Lafayette. 
When Brohm took the Purdue job, the Boilers 
seemed galaxies away from being a winning 
team, though so much changed in a year. 

As a result, Purdue goes into 2018 with a 
measure of expectations, something it hasn’t 
had in a long while. To the credit of Brohm 
and his team, Purdue came back to life in 2017 
and fought its way back to being a bowl team. 
The Boilers’ 7-6 record certainly was ahead of 
schedule and encouraging for a program that 
had fallen so far. 

Now comes Brohm’s second year at 
Purdue, which has a commodity that most of 


(66 = 2018 STREET & SMITH'S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
QB David Blough 


Blough does not have the tall frame NFL 
teams covet at 6-1, but he plays inside an 
offense that is very friendly to quarterback 
statistics and will graduate with a ton of 
experience. If the senior finishes with a 
productive year, Blough will present an 
interesting case to be drafted. 


the teams chasing in the Big Ten West do not: 
stability at quarterback. Purdue has a pair of 
quarterbacks it trusts on the roster, beginning 
with senior David Blough. 

Blough was off to a promising start in 2017 
during which he completed 65 percent of his 
passes and was on pace to set career bests 
in yards, touchdowns and QB rating before 


BLOUGH: DARRON CUMMINGS / AP 


li 


ANTHROP: MICHAEL CONROY / AP 


suffering a dislocated ankle. He was replaced by Elijah 
Sindelar, who played the final four games of Purdue’s 
season with a torn ACL and still did an admirable 

job, surpassing the 2,000-yard mark to go with 18 
touchdowns and seven interceptions. 

Now that he is healthy, this season should be 
Blough’s show. His comfort in Brohm’s offense was 
apparent, and another full offseason could lead to 
the best year of his career. Purdue will miss Anthony 
Mahoungou and Gregory Phillips, who were second and 
third on the team in receptions and combined for 10 
touchdowns, though receptions leader Jackson Anthrop 
is back after a standout year as a freshman. 

Two senior running backs, D.J. Knox and Markell 
Jones, give Purdue options in the backfield, and the 
Boilermakers could start as many as four seniors along 
the offensive line. With any growth, this offense, which 
ranked fifth in the Big Ten in yards per game in 2017, 
should be able to score with regularity against most 
opponents. 

While the Boilermakers are in good shape on offense, 
the same cannot be said on the other side of the ball. 
Purdue is painfully thin on defense and will go into this 
season with patchwork at a few positions. The Boilers 
have very little depth at defensive end or linebacker and 
simply cannot survive many injuries to its defense as a 
whole. Purdue moved safety T.J. Jallow to linebacker, 
which should help against the run. 

Even with some movement and help on the way from 
the freshman class, it remains a strong possibility that 
big offensive lines can bully the Boilers’ front seven. 
That will be a major concern for any football team, but 
especially one that has games against bulky Wisconsin 
and Iowa every year. 

The Purdue defense will be led by linebacker Markus 
Bailey, who had an impressive showing as a sophomore 
last season. He was second on the team with 89 
tackles and third with 11.0 tackles for loss last season, 
and he will be joined by run-supporting safety Jacob 
Thieneman, who recorded 80 tackles in 2017. 

Still, the Boilers need a number of young defensive 
players to jump into graduated roles whether they are 
ready or not. 

With or without its defense, Purdue has the makings 
of a team that can score, which would be in line with 
Brohm’s history. If Purdue’s defense can be even 
passable this season, its structure on the offensive side 
of the ball could lead to a one- or two-win improvement 
over last season’s mark. 


2aFSPORTS, 
RECRUITING REPORT 

Coach Jeff ‘TOP SIGNEES sueEat ee 
Brohm and his 1 Rondale Moore, 4» 
staff completely | 2 AmadAnderson, | 4% 
turned around 3 Kory Taylor, ax 


the recruiting 

efforts for Purdue in their first full cycle. Brohm is 
known for offense, so it makes sense that the top 
six signees are on that side of the ball, led by the 
explosive Rondale Moore, who had been committed 
to Texas. Quarterback Jack Plummer has the look 
of a future starter. Linebacker Jaylan Alexander and 
safety Cory Trice lead the defensive class. 


‘Sy RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING 
Elijah Sindelar 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
2 124.2 ~~ 187-329-7 | 568 | 2099 18) 1749 


“RUSHING — GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Markell Jones 10 13 | 566 5.0 1 | 566 
“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. 1D Avg/G 
JacksonAnthrop = 13. 47. 423 | 9.05 | 325 


“TACKLES GP Solo Assist _ Total 
Markus Bailey Bow 2 89 

~ SACKS GP No. Yards 
Markus Bailey B) 70 56 

INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Navon Mosley 7a et el ee Cal BD 
Jacob Thieneman 2) 0 00 «0 


WR Jackson Anthrop 


‘2017 TEAM STATS 
| STATISTIC‘ [PURDUE] OPP 


SCORING 328 267 
Points Per Game 25.2 20.5 
FIRST DOWNS 282 250 
Rushing 14 88 
Passing 144 138 
Penalty 24 24 
RUSHING YARDAGE 1970 1728 
Yards gained rushing 2258 2065 
Yards lost rushing 288 337 
Rushing Attempts 447 489 
Average Per Rush 44 3.5 
Average Per Game 151.5 132.9 
TDs Rushing 12 10 
PASSING YARDAGE 3270 3153 
Comp-Att-int 292-491-11 248-437-10 
Average Per Pass 67 7.2 
Average Per Catch 1.2 12.7 
Average Per Game 251.5 242.5 
TDs Passing 27 2 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5240 488) 
Total Plays 938 926 
Average Per Play 5.6 53 


Average Per Game 403.1 375.5 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS_ 30-509 —.26-609 
PUNT RETURNS: #-YDS 18-62 13-89 
INT RETURNS; #-YDS 10-240 11-85 


KICK RETURN AVG. 17.0 23.4 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 3.4 6.8 
INT RETURN AVG, 24.0 77 
FUMBLES-LOST 15-6 14-11 
PENALTIES-YARDS 75-658 90-778 
Average Per Game 50.6 59.8 
PUNTS-YARDS 73-2953 87-3372 
Average Per Punt 40.5 38.8 
Net punt average 38.) 36.9 


TIME OF POSS,/GAME 28:56 3):04 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 62/186 74/206 


3rd-Down Pct. 33% 36% 
4TH-DOWN CONV, 13/23 13/23 
4th-Down Pct. 57% 57%. 
SACKS BY-YARDS 29-205 33-216 
MISC. YARDS 0 7 
TDS SCORED 40 32 
FG-ATTEMPTS 17-24 15-15 
ATTENDANCE 287303. 264439 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/47884 5/52888 
Neutral Site Games 2/35542 
PURDUE 75 112 64 77 0 328 
Opponent 73 55 62 77 O 267 


‘ 5-YEAR RECORD 
16-45 


™~ 


1-1 3-9 2-10 3-9 
2017 


0 es 
CT: Conference Title » BGs Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 
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‘2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB David Blough (6-!, 205, Sr.) 
Elijah Sindelar* (6-4, 225, Jr) 

RB D.J. Knox (5-7, 210, Sr.) 
Markell Jones (5-1), 210, Sr.) 

LT Eric Swingler* (6-6, 295, Sr) 
Grant Hermanns* (6-7, 295, So.) 

LG Michael Mendez (6-4, 295, Jr.) 
Mark Stickford (6-5, 285, Fr.) 

Cc Kirk Barron’ (6-2. 300, Sr) 
Shane Evans’ (6-4, 310, Sr.) 

RG  Bearooz Yacoobi (6-5, 500, Sr.) 
Shane Evans* (6-4, 310, Sr.) 

RT Matt McCann* (6-6, 315, Jr) 
Ethan Smart (6-6, 310, Sr.) 

TE ColeHerdman’ (6-4, 245, Sr.) 
Brycen Hopkins (6-5, 240, Jr) 

WR _ Jackson Anthrop* (5-)], 185, So.) 
Rondale Moore (5-9, 175, Fr.) 

WR Terry Wright (5-11, 180, Sr.) 
Isaac Zico (6-1, 200, Sr.) 

WR Jarrett Burgess (6-3, 215, Sr.) 
Jared Sparks (6-1, 205, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE KaiHiggins (6-4, 255, Jr.) 
KJ Stokes (6-3, 250, Fr.) 

DT Lorenzo Neal* (6-2, 315, Jr.) 
Keiwan Jones (6-2, 280, Sr.) 

DT Anthony Watts (6-4. 295, So.) 
Allen Daniels (6-2, 305, Fr) 

DE Giovanni Reviere (6-5, 270, Fr.) 
Robert McWilliams III (6-4, 220, Fr.) 

OLB Derrick Barnes (6-1, 240, So.) 
Tobias Larry (6-1, 220, So.) 

MLB Markus Bailey’ (6-1, 235, Jr) 
Jaylan Alexander (6-), 240, Fr.) 

OLB T.J. Jallow (6-2, 210, Sr.) 
Cornel Jones (6-2, 240, So.) 

CB Antonio Blackmon (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
Simeon Smiley (6-0, 205, So.) 

CB Kamal Hardy (5-1), 185, Sr) 
Tim Cason (6-0, 195, Sr) 

FS NavonMosley* (6-0, 195. Jr) 
Ronnie Hill (6-0, 200, Jr.) 

SS Jacob Thieneman* (6-1, 210, Sr.) 
Cory Trice (6-3, 195, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = J.D. Dellinger* (6-2, 195, Jr) 
P Joe Schopper® (6-0, 205, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Scott Frost 
First year 
CAREER RECORD: 19-7 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Troy Walters (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Erik Chinander (first year) 


TEAMINEO 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium 
(85,458) 

TICKETS: 800-8-BIGRED 
SITE: Lincoln, Neb. 
WEBSITE: huskers.com 
TWITTER: @HuskerFBNation 


»2018 SCHEDULE © 
S$. Akron 

S.8 Colorado 

$.15 Troy 

$.22 @MICHIGAN 

$.29 Purdue ‘ 

0.6 '@WISCONSIN 
0.13 @NORTHWESTERN 
0.20 Minnesota 

N.3_ @OHIO STATE 
N.10 _ Illinols 

N.17_ Michigan State 
N.23. @IOWA 


»2017 RESULTS 4-8 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
S.2 Arkansas State 43-36 
S.9 @OREGON 35-42 
$.16 Northern Illinois 17-21 
$.23 Rutgers 27-17 
S.29 @ILLINOIS 28-6 
‘0.7 Wisconsin 17-38 
0.14 Ohio State 14-56 
0.28 @PURDUE 25-24 


N.4__ Northwestern (OT) 24-31 


N.1l_ @MINNESOTA 21-54 
N.18 @PENN STATE 44-56 
N.24 lowa 14-56 


NEBRASKA 


CORNHUSKERS 


WR Stanley Morgan Jr. 


aroar: The Cornhuskers outrecruited everyone in their 
division, pulling in the highest-rated Big Ten West class 
despite being on campus for only a little over two months. 

On the field, the reality is that Frost inherited a Nebraska roster 
that was a long way from contention, and its schedule this season 
runs the Big Ten gauntlet. 

Like many teams in the West Division, Nebraska’s quarterback 
situation is up in the air. The Huskers’ starter last season, Tanner 
Lee, declared for the NFL Draft, and Nebraska will use this season 
to see if its quarterback of the future will materialize. 

Noah Vedral might be Nebraska’s long-term solution after 
following Frost from UCF, but he will sit out this season as a 
transfer as three other Huskers vie to start under center. 

Sophomore Patrick O’Brien was the favorite to win the job, but 
he surprisingly transferred in April, leaving redshirt freshman 
Tristan Gebbia and true freshman Adrian Martinez as the only 
scholarship players at the position heading into the fall. 

No matter which quarterback ends up taking the lion’s share 
of snaps, Nebraska has experience elsewhere. The Cornhuskers 
return most of their offensive line and front seven on defense, 
and Nebraska has plenty of skill at wide receiver with the trio 
of Stanley Morgan Jr., JD Spielman and Tyjon Lindsey, a heavily 
recruited high school player who should make a leap as a 
sophomore. 

Frost’s quick turnaround at UCF, ties to Nebraska and the 
school’s resources suggest the Huskers’ rebuild could be short, 
yet the elephant in the room, at least for this season, is the 
schedule. The Huskers have the most difficult league schedule 
of any team in the West Division. Their three cross-division 
opponents are Ohio State, Michigan and Michigan State, and they 
play on the road at Wisconsin, Iowa and Northwestern, three 
teams that combined for 31 wins last year. 

Nebraska football may well return to its past glory with its 
former quarterback as its new coach, but Year No. 1 will have a 
few bumps along the way first. 


O ff the field, the Scott Frost Era at Nebraska began with 
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»PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Tristan Gebbia (6-3, 185, Fr.) 
RB Devine Ozigbo (6-0, 230, Sr.) 
LT Christian Gaylord’ (6-6, 300, Jr) 
LG Jerald Foster* (6-3, 310, Sr.) 

€ Cole Conrad* (6-5, 300. Sr) 

RG Matt Farniok (6-6, 315, So.) 

RT Brenden Jaimes* (6-5, 280, So.) 
TE Jack Stoll (6-4, 245, So.) 

WR Stanley Morgan Jr.* (6-1, 195, Sr) 
WR JD Spielman (5-9, 180, So.) 

WR Tyjon Lindsey (5-9, 160, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Freedom Akinmoladun’ (6-4, 280, Sr) 
NT Mick Stoltenberg’ (6-5, 305, Sr) 
DE Carlos Davis* (6-2, 295, Jr) 
OLB Collin Miller (6-5, 235, So.) 

{LB Dedrick Young Il* (6-1, 235, Sr) 
LB Mohamed Barry (6-1, 230, Jr.) 
OLB Alex Davis* (6-5, 255, Jr) 

CB Lamar Jackson* (6-3, 210, Jr.) 
CB EricLee Jr.° (6-0, 195, Jr) 

FS Aaron Williams* (5-1), 190, Sr.) 
SS _ Antonio Reed (6-2. 210, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Barret Pickering (6-0, 180, Fr.) 
Ps Caleb Lightbourn® (6-3, 235, Jr) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


MRECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES i 
1 Adrian Martinez, Q5 4% 

2 Cameron Jurgens, '& 4% 

3 Maurice Washington, 2 5 4% 


New coach Scott Frost and 
his staff did an outstanding job 
to take what was a nine-man 
class when they took over 
to 24 when they were done. 

Six four-star recruits signed, 
including running back Maurice 
Washington, who emerged 
late and was named MVP of 
the Under Armour All-America 
Game. 

Junior-college linebacker Will 
Honas was a great recruiting 
win considering that he favored 
other schools before Nebraska 
got involved. 


MORGAN JR.: NATI HARNIK / AP 


‘5-YEAR RECORD 
37-26 
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* BG: Bowl Game 


OFFENSE 
QB Clayton Thorson’® (6-4, 225, Sr.) 
RB Jeremy Larkin (5-10, 194, So.) 


LT Blake Hance* (6-5, 300, Sr.) 
J.B, Butler* (6-3, 305, Sr.) F A S lf F A Gi S 
Jared Thomas (6-4, 285, Jr.) MeaeBAtT 
Tommy Doles* (6-4, 292, Sr.) 
Pat Fitzgerald 


Cameron Green (6-3, 230, Jr) 


LG 

c 

RG 

RT Rashawn Slater* (6-3, 289, So.) 
TE 

WR Bennett Skowronek® (6-4, 218, Jr.) 


13th year (87-65) 
CAREER RECORD: 87-65 


WR Flynn Nagel’ (5-1), 194, Sr.) STAFF 

WR Riley Lees (6-0, 193, So.) OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
DEFENSE Mick McCall (1ith year) 

DE Joe Gaziano* (6-4, 280, Jr) QB Clayton Thorson DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
DT Jordan Thompson’ (6-3. 290, Sr) Mike Hankwitz (11th year) 

DT Alex Miller (6-3, 280, Jr.) TEAMINEO 


DE Samdup Miller* (6-3, 261, So.) 
OLB Blake Gallagher (6-1, 221, So.) 
MLB Paddy Fisher* (6-4, 245, So.) 
OLB Nate Hall’ (6-2, 230, Sr.) 

CB Montre Hartage® (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
CB Alonzo Mayo* (5-11, 188, Jr.) 
FS JRPace (6-1, 193, So.) 

SS Jared McGee (6-1, 220, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Charlie Kuhbander* (6-0, 189, So.) 
P Daniel Kubiuk (6-1, 210, Sr.) 


*Returning Starter 


season, roaring back from a 2-3 start to win its final eight 

games and finish with 10 victories. Everything seemed to 
go the Wildcats’ way during the final two months of the season— 
which included three consecutive overtime wins—but that will be 
tough to replicate. 

The first and most obvious problem for the Wildcats is the 
availability of veteran quarterback Clayton Thorson, who tore his 
ACL in the Music City Bowl last year (on a trick play, no less) and 
might not be at full health when Northwestern begins the season. 
Thorson’s athleticism is the key to his effectiveness—he rushed 


N orthwestern was one the surprises of college football last 


STADIUM: Ryan Field (47,130) 
TICKETS: 888-GO-PURPLE 
SITE: Evanston, Ill. 

WEBSITE: nusports.com 
TWITTER: @NUFBFamily 


2018 SCHEDULE 
DATE, OPPONENT 
A.30 @PURDUE 


Street & Smith's All-American for eight touchdowns as a junior in 2017—and the Wildcats will Saampice 
need his surgically repaired knee to be ready almost exactly nine S15 Akron 

a months from the injury. 5.29 Michigan 
SRECRUITING REPORT. The Wildcats also will begin this season having lost their best 0.6 _@MICHIGAN STATE 

—— player on both sides of the ball to graduation. Heavy-hitting safety aE mises 
PAA SHELE Ste ARPT Godwin Igwebuike was the leader of the Northwestern defense, O aTRWisconEI 
1 eo reere yr while running back Justin Jackson rushed for more than 1,300 N3 Notre Dame 
3 Khalid Jones, iLB 4k yards in 2017. N10 @IOWA 

? What’s more, the schedule did the Wildcats few favors. Ne GAINNESOTA 


The Wildcats signed the 
smallest class in the Big Ten (18 
players), but there are some big 
talents in the group led by Devin 


Northwestern drew both Michigan and Michigan State from the 
East Division, opens the season with a Big Ten road game at 
Purdue, plays Wisconsin and Notre Dame in back-to-back weeks 
and travels to lowa and Minnesota in November. 


»2017 RESULTS 10-3 
DATE | OPPONENT! 


O'Rourke, an Under Armour . $2 Nevada 31-20 
All-American. Greatly helping Northwestern’s cause is a deep, veteran 5.9 @DUKE 17-41 

Defensive back Greg _ offensive line that held steady last season as the Wildcats finished S.16 Bowling Green 49-7 
Breit ian ls rein fourth in Big Ten scoring offense. Physical guards J.B. Butler and $.30 @WISCONSIN 24-33 
iMGiAecdemny, hes mks fe Tommy Doles return for the Wildcats, who should have little to oF San san 
great ball skills. worry about concerning their interior line. Oni iowa (OT) 17-10 


Quarterback Jason Whittaker 


Ultimately, how far this year’s Northwestern team goes likely 


0.28 Michigan State (3OT) 39-3) 


= draws a lot of comparisons to will come down to Thorson’s health. The Wildcats could again be N.4 @NEBRASKA(OT) 31-24 
& evan Zell ac ale a West contender if he returns to form, though Northwestern’s Nal Purdue 23-18 

E Exciting slot receiver Jacob quarterback depth might be tested early. Nes Siees = : 

= Jefferson brings speed and With so much working against Northwestern this season, a D29 are — 

Fl elusiveness. regression to the mean seems to be the most probable outcome . 

= for a Wildcats team that overachieved last year. *Music City Bowl 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


P.J. Fleck 
Second year (5-7) 
CAREER RECORD: 35-29 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kirk Ciarrocca (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Robb Smith (second year) 


STADIUM: TCF Bank Stadium 
(50,805) 

TICKETS: 800-U-GOPHER 
SITE: Minneapolis 

WEBSITE: gophersports.com 
TWITTER: @GopherFootball 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
A.30 New Mexico State 
S.8 Fresno State 

S15 Miami (Ohio) 
S.22 @MARYLAND 
0.6 lowa 

0.13 @OHIO STATE 
0,20 @NEBRASKA 
0.26 Indiana 

N.3. @ILLINOIS 

N10 Purdue 

N.17 Northwestern 
N.24_ @WISCONSIN 


» 2017 RESULTS 5-7 
A.31_ Buffalo 17-7 
S.9 _@OREGON STATE 48-14 
S16 Middle Tennessee 34-3 
$.30 Maryland 24-31 
0.7 @PURDUE 17-31 
0.14 Michigan State 27-30 
0.21 Illinois 24-17 
0.28 @IOWA 10-17 
N.4 @MICHIGAN 10-33 
Nl Nebraska 54-21 
N18 @NORTHWESTERN 0-39 
N.25 Wisconsin 0-31 


MINNESOTA 


GOLDEN GOPHERS _ 


oe 
RB Rodney Smith 


big, unavoidable question: What in the world will the 
Golden Gophers do at quarterback? 

Minnesota begins the 2018 season with a grand total of zero 
quarterbacks who have attempted a pass in a Division 1 football 
game. The two players who played quarterback for Minnesota 
last season are both gone, as Conor Rhoda graduated and Demry 
Croft transferred to Tennessee State. 

Who to play under center this fall will be the most important 
decision made by coach PJ. Fleck, whose hiring before last season 
brought a much-needed wave of excitement to a Minnesota 
program that traditionally has been mired in mediocrity. Fleck 


Y ear No. 2 of Minnesota’s rebuild will be decided on one 


. arrived as advertised in terms of recruiting, where the Gophers 


added a top-30 class.to a team that went 5-7 last season. 

Led by left tackle Donnell Greene, Minnesota should again have 
a capable offensive line in front of running back Rodney Smith, 
who rushed for 977 yards as a junior last season. The Gophers’ 
two highest-rated incoming freshmen are offensive linemen, 
which bodes well for a unit that already ranked third in the 
conference in rushing yards and fifth in sacks allowed. 

Wide receiver Tyler Johnson will be a reliable target for 
whomever plays quarterback, though the Gophers will need 
more from their other pass catchers, who were part of the issue 
for a Minnesota offense that proved far too one-dimensional last 
season. 

The Gophers lost some muscle from their 30th-ranked defense, 
but should still be solid at all three levels. 

Which brings us back to the quarterback position, where 
Minnesota has many options but few certainties. At some point, 
Fleck will have to pick his starter from a group that includes 
redshirt freshman Tanner Morgan, junior-college transfer Vic 
Viramontes and true freshman Zack Annexstad. F 

If the Gophers find an instant answer under center, there is 
reason to believe they can make a move in the West Division. 

If their QB inexperience shows, however, Fleck’s second year 
record will look a lot like his first. 
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CT: Conference Title » BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

Tanner Morgan (6-2, 205, Fr) 
Rodney Smith® (5-11, 210, Sr) 
Donnell Greene® (6-7. 320. Sr.) 
Conner Olson* (6-5, 297, So.) 
Jared Weyler* (6-4, 296, Sr) 
Curtis Dunlap Jr. (6-5, 370, Fr) 
Sam Schlueter* (6-6, 298, So.) 
Jake Paulson (6-4, 258, Fr) 
Tyler Johnson® (6-2, 190, Jr) 
Phillip Howard’ (5-11, 187. So.) 
Rashod Bateman (6-2, 200, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Carter Coughlin® (6-4, 245, Jr) 
DT Gary Moore* (6-4, 287, Sr) 

DT Malcolm Robinson (6-5, 290, Fr.) 
DE Nate Umlor* (6-5, 269, So.) 
OLB Kamal Martin (6-3, 229, Jr) 
MLB Thomas Barber* (6-1, 235, Jr.) 
OLB Blake Cashman (6-2. 235, Sr.) 
CB Antonio Shenault* (5-1), 192. Sr.) 
CB Kiondre Thomas* (6-0, 188, So.) 
FS Antoine Winfield Jr. (5-10, 204, Jr) 
SS Jacob Huff (5-11, 207, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K ~~‘ Emmit Carpenter’ (6-0, 199. Sr) 
P = Jacob Herbers (6-2. 215. Jr) 


SSHHII ESBS 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


2a srorrs. 
WRECRUITING REPORT 
“TOP SIGNEES Phat 
1 Curtis Dunlap Jr., OG 4% 

2 Daniel Faalele, 0) 4% 

3 Rashod Bateman, VV" 4% 


Coach P.J. Fleck’s first full 
class is an outstanding one. 
Curtis Dunlap Jr. was committed 
to Florida and had a laundry 
list of offers. He is the type of 
recruit Minnesota rarely signed 
in the past. His IMG Academy 
teammate Daniel Faalele is a 
400-pound Australian who has 
played only one year of football. 
Rashad Bateman was a high- 
major basketball recruit, and 
juco quarterback Vic Viramontes 
could be the opening-game 
starter. Another juco import, 
6-6, 300-pound offensive tackle 
Jason Dickson, figures to also 
contribute early. 


SMITH: TONY DING / AP 


THOMAS: BRADLEY LEB / AP 


\ 5-YEAR RECORD 
20-41 


oh 
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4-8 6-7 3-9 2-10 
20132014 2016 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 
> PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Cam Thomas (6-2, 190, So.) 
RB Mike Epstein (6-0, 195. So.) 

LT Larry Boyd’ (6-6, 340, So.) 

LG Alex Palczewski* (6-6, 290, So.) 
© Doug Kramer® (6-2, 295, So.) 
RG Nick Allegretti* (6-4, 320. Sr.) 
RT * Vederlan Lowe® (6-5, 340, So.) 
TE Louis Dorsey* (6-6, 225, So.) 
WR Ricky Smalling® (6-1, 205, So.) 
WR Mike Dudek* (5-11, 185, Sr.) 
WR Caleb Reams (6-2, 250, Jr.) 


DE Bobby Roundtree* (6-5, 245, So) 
DT Tymir Oliver* (6-4, 285, Jr.) 

DT Verdis Brown (6-3, 295, Fr.) 

DE salah Gay (6-3, 215, So) 

LB Del’Shawn Phillips* (6-2, 220, Sr.) 
LB Dele Harding* (6-1, 235, Jr.) 

CB Nate Hobbs* (6-0, 180, So.) 

CB Dawson DeGroot (6-1, 190, So.) 
CB Cameron Watkins* (6-0, 190, Jr.) 
FS Stanley Green® (5-11, 195, Jr) 

SS Bennett Williams® (6-0, 200, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Chase McLaughlin* (6-1, 180, Sr.) 
P Blake Hayes* (6-6, 230, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2a sPorts, 
NMRECRUITING REPORT 
NTOPSIGNEES FEAT 
1 Calvin Avery, DT 4% 

2 Verdis Brown, DT 4% 

3 Reuben Unije, OT 3* 


Calvin Avery and Verdis 
Brown, both four-star prospects, 
were important recruits whose 
development will be key to 
coach Lovie Smith’s rebuilding 
efforts with the Illini. 

Three dual-threat 
quarterbacks were signed in 
Coran Taylor, MJ Rivers and 
Matt Robinson. The sleeper of 
the class might be offensive 
tackle Julian Pearl, an athletic 
6-7 in-state signee with an 
extremely high ceiling. 

Jordyn Slaughter and Texan 
Kievan Myers join Pearl ina 
good class of offensive linemen. 


QB Cam Thomas 


went exactly how you might expect. The Fighting Illini were 

bullied by the rest of the Big Ten, going 0-9 in conference 
games and losing their final five Big Ten games by a combined 
score of 171-55. 

The good news for Illinois—aside from the fact that it can’t 
do worse than a winless Big Ten season-is that it returns 41 
lettermen to its roster, which is now full of sophomores and 
juniors with extensive playing experience. 

Year No. 3 of the Lovie Smith tenure in Champaign, Ill., has 
the makings of an identity along both lines. As many as four 
sophomores could start on the offensive line, and Smith’s staff has 
made the defensive line a priority on the recruiting trail, where 
the Illini signed not one but two four-star line recruits in freshmen 
Verdis Brown and Calvin Avery. 

Illinois’ biggest long-term problem is that it still has far more 
questions than answers at quarterback, and the Fighting Illini 
begin 2018 with exactly one signal-caller on their roster who has 
attempted a pass in a college game. 

Illinois was temporarily left with one scholarship quarterback 
in the offseason. Chayce Crouch made five starts in 2017 but chose 
to retire from football and, despite having eligibility remaining, 
former starter Jeff George Jr. left the program as a graduate 
transfer. 

The most experienced option on the roster is sophomore Cam 
Thomas, who last season became the first Illinois quarterback 
since Juice Williams in 2006 to start multiple games as a true 
freshman. The Illini signed two quarterbacks in its last class, 
though Thomas seems by far the most game-ready of the 
inexperienced bunch. 

In any case, Illinois will need improvement from an offense 
that ranked 126th out of 130 FBS teams last season. The Illini will 
have an uphill climb to secure its first winning record since 2011, 
though Smith’s third team in Champaign needs to show fans and 
its administration that this program is trending upward. 


| llinois was the youngest team in the country in 2017, and that 


‘ILLINOIS 


FIGHTING ILLINI 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Lovie Smith 
Third year (5-19) 
CAREER RECORD: 5-19 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Rod Smith (first year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Hardy Nickerson (third year) 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium 
(60,670) 

TICKETS: 866-ILLINI-1 

SITE: Champaign, Ill. 
WEBSITE: fightingillini.com 
TWITTER: @llliniFootball 


»2018 SCHEDULE 
Sl Kent State 

S.8 Western Illinois 
S.15 South Florida* 

S.21_ Penn State 

0.6 @RUTGERS 

0.13 Purdue 

0.20 @WISCONSIN 

0.27 @MARYLAND 

N.3 Minnesota 

N10 @NEBRASKA 

N17 lowa 

N.24 @NORTHWESTERN 


*Chicago, IL 


+2017 RESULTS 2-10 
DATE OPPONENT 
S.2 Ball State 24-21 
S.9 Western Kentucky 20-7 
S15 @SOUTH FLORIDA 23-47 


S.29 Nebraska 6-28 
07 @IOWA 16-45 
0.14 Rutgers 24-35 
0.21 @MINNESOTA 17-24 
0.28 Wisconsin 10-24 
N.4@PURDUE 10-29 
N11 Indiana 14-24 
N.18 @OHIO STATE. 14-52 
N.25 Northwestern 7-42 
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OVERVIEW 
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PROJECTED 
FINISH 


Oklahoma 


BOWL PROJECTION: Sugar Bow! 


West Virginia 


BOWL PROJECTION: Camping World Bow! 


Texas 


BOWL PROJECTION: Alamo Bow! 


Kansas State’ 


BOWL PROJECTION: Liberty Bow! 


TCU 


BOWL PROJECTION: Texas Bow! 


lowa State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Cactus Bow! 


Oklahoma State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Armed Forces Bow! 


Texas Tech 


Baylor 


COOOOOCO08 


@ «: 


David Montgomery 
RB, lowa State IE 


2018 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Kyler Murray, QB, Oklahoma 


QB battles at Texas, KSU 
dominate early headlines 


BY BLAIR KERKHOFF 
Kansas City Star 


(he occasion was basketball’s 
| Final Four, and Big 12 
| commissioner Bob Bowlsby was 
3 _sprrovided the opportunity to 
take a bow on behalf of his league. 

The Big 12 was the only conference 
to have teams advance to,the College 
Football Playoff and the Final Four, 
the national semifinals of football and 
basketball. The teams, Oklahoma and 
Kansas, didn’t make the title game, but a 
nice school year just the same. 

Bowlsby didn’t gloat. “What we want 
to do as a conference is win national 
championships,” he said. “That’s what 
our schools and coaches aspire to do.” 

So there. 

In 2018, the Sooners start over at 
quarterback with three-time Heisman 
finalist and last season’s winner Baker 
Mayfield moving on. But they remain 
the favorite in coach Lincoln Riley’s 
second year as Oklahoma breaks in new 
quarterback Kyler Murray. 

Plenty of new quarterbacks dot 
the league, which gives teams with 
experience a leg up in perception. 


TRENDING 


West Virginia is the second choice 
largely on the strength of Will Grier, 
the only returning signal-caller who 
passed for more than 1,700 yards and 
10 touchdowns last season. Grier, who 
started his career at Florida, helped 
the Mountaineers to a winning season 
that might have been better had he not 
broken a finger on his throwing hand late 
in the year. 

Texas and Kansas State return 
quarterbacks but competition continued 
at the position for both programs through 
the spring. For the Longhorns, it’s Sam 
Ehlinger and Shane Buechele. They were 
in the same spot last season and wound 
up in something of a two-quarterback 
system. 

Kansas State heads into 2018 with 
Skylar Thompson and Alex Delton. Both 
won big games for the Wildcats last year. 

The idea, as it was a year ago, is 
to finish in the top two. The Big 12 
championship game returned in 2017 to 
some buzz about Oklahoma’s position in 
the CFP ranking. The Sooners defeated 
TCU for the second time in four games—a 
regular-season rematch is guaranteed 
with round-robin scheduling. Had the 
Frogs pulled the upset, the Big 12 would 
likely have been omitted from the CFP. 


Room at the inn: Top 
quarterbacks Baker Mayfield, 
Mason Rudolph, Kenny Hill and Nic 


for new stars. 


STORIES TO WATCH 


Shimonek move on, opening the door 


MURRAY: SUE OGROCKI / AP: MONTGOMERY: CHARLIE NEIBERGALL / AP 
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2018 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by Greg Powers, 247Sports 2arysronrz COMPOSITE 
tke tee xe 
TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR 3-STAR 

SCHOOL PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS | jas > 

@ TEXAS 27 2 7 8 300.06 
@ OKLAHOMA 22 1 12 9 275.97 
© Tcu 22 0 5 17 222.10 
© BAYLOR 22 ty) 6 16 214.46 
@ OKLAHOMASTATE ~— 24 0 2 22 209.93 
© WEST VIRGINIA 23 (0) 2 21 208.32 
@ IOWA STATE 21 (0) 1 20 185.19 
© KANSAS 21 0 2 18 177.07 
© KANSAS STATE 21 fo) 0 20 170.06 
@ TEXAS TECH 7 0 1 16 166.12 


ALL-BIG 12 
OFFENSE 


QB Will Grier, Sr., West Virginia 

RB Rodney Anderson, Jr., Oklahoma 
RB Justice Hill, Jr, Oklahoma State 
OL Dalton Risner, Sr., Kansas State 
OL Marcus Keyes, Jr, Oklahoma State 
OL Yodny Cajuste, Sr., West Virginia 
OL BenPowers, Sr., Oklahoma 

OL  DruSamia, Sr., Oklahoma 

TE Chase Allen, So., lowa State 

WR David Sills V, Sr., West Virginia 
WR _ Denzel Mims, Jr., Baylor 


DEFENSE 


DL Reggie Walker, Jr., Kansas State 

DL BenBanogu, Sr., TCU 

DL Jordan Brailford, Jr., Oklahoma State 
DL Daniel Wise, Sr., Kansas 

LB Kenneth Murray, So., Oklahoma 

LB Joe Dineen Jr., Sr., Kansas 

LB Dakota Allen, Sr., Texas Tech 

DB Brlan Peavy, Sr., lowa State 

DB Jah’Shawn Johnson, Sr., Texas Tech 
DB Duke Shelley, Sr., Kansas State 

DB Dravon Askew-Henry, Sr., West Virginia 


SPECIALISTS 


K Austin Seibert, Sr., Oklahoma 
P Zach Sinor, Sr., Oklahoma State 


ON THE RISE 


= IOWA STATE 
> The Cyclones stunned the nation 
* last season with victories over top- 


five foes Oklahoma and TCU in a three-week 
span. Everything is upbeat about the ISU 
program under Matt Campbell these days. 


ON THE WANE 
OKLAHOMA STATE 


yD >» The Cowboys should be OK but 
“= a fourth straight season of double- 
digit victories could be asking too much for a 
program breaking in a new quarterback. 


® Familiar neighborhood: A year 
after upheaval in the Big 12 
head-coaching ranks (Oklahoma, Texas, 
Baylor), no newcomers pace the 
sidelines this season. And it could be 
that way next year as well. 


> HEISMAN HOPEFUL 


The top quarterback in the Big 
12, which will be West Virginia's Will’ 
Grier this season, 
automatically goes on 
the Heisman watch 
list. The league has 
produced five winners, 
including Baker 
Mayfield last year, and has finished in 
the top four of voting 17 times since 
1996. Grier has all the tools for a big 
season. 


Bowled over: Oklahoma lost the 

Rose Bowl but the Big 12 hada 
winning postseason record for the 
second straight year and an impressive 
winning percentage (9-5, .643) in bowl 
games over the last two seasons. 


RATING THE BIG 12 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
Denzel Mims, Baylor 
Mims was a 200-meter state champion in high school. 


» BEST HANDS 
David Sills V, WR, West Virginia 
All he does is catch touchdown passes. 


» BEST PASSING GB 
Will Grier, West Virginia 
Cutting down on picks (12) is the last frontier for Grier. 


» BEST RUNNING GB 
Alex Delton, Kansas State 
He ran wild in the bowl victory over UCLA. 


» MOST ELUSIVE RB 
Rodney:Anderson, Oklahoma 
Averaged a healthy 6,2 yards per carry last season. 


» BEST ATHLETE 
John Burt, WR, Texas 
The senior with 17 career starts is an All-America 
sprinter on the track team. 


» BEST UNDER PRESSURE 
Skylar Thompson, QB, Kansas State 
Thompson pulled out Ws over Texas Tech and lowa 
State after being down double digits in the fourth. 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Rodney Anderson, RB, Oklahoma 
Could be among first running backs taken in the 2019 
draft. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 
Brendan Radley-Hiles, CB, Oklahoma 
Will immediately challenge for playing time in a variety 
of roles. 


» TOP TRANSFER 
Jalen Hurd, WR, Baylor 
A running back at Tennessee, he's now a wide receiver 
at Baylor. 


» HARDEST HITTER 
Mike Lee, S, Kansas 
Named “hardest hitting” in a Big 12 player poll last year 
conducted by dallasnews.com. 


» BEST INTERVIEW 
Dana Holgorsen, head coach, West Virginia 
Honest and entertaining—always the best combo. 


» BEST HEAD COACH 
Bill Snyder, Kansas State 
Last season showed Snyder 
still has his fastball. 


» COORDINATOR 
TO WATCH 
Todd Orlando, DC, 
Texas 
The Longhorns’ defensive 
coordinator got a huge raise 
to stay in Austin. 


» HOTTEST SEAT 
David Beaty, Kansas 
Optimism didn’t abound 
after last season's 1-11 
campaign. 


» BEST GAME-DAY ATMOSPHERE 
Jack Trice Stadium, |owa State 
The third-largest stadium in the Big 12, it’s often filled 
and loud. 


» TOP SCHOLAR 
Justice Hill, RB, Oklahoma State 
One of two first-team CoSIDA Academic All- 
Americans from the Big 12. 


» BEST TWEETER 
Sam Ehlinger, QB, Texas 
There were nearly 13,000 retweets and likes for his 
Super Bowl tweet. 1 


Jicoach 
Bill Snyder 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Lincoln Riley 
Second year (12-2) 
CAREER RECORD: 12-2 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Cale Gundy (second year) 

Bill Bedenbaugh (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Mike Stoops (12th year) 

Kerry Cooks (second year) 
TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Gaylord Family-Okla. 
Memorial Stadium (86,112) 
TICKETS: 800-456-GoOU 
SITE: Norman, Okla. 

WEBSITE: soonersports.com 
TWITTER: @OU_Football 


2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1__ Florida Atlantic 
$8 UCLA 

S.15 _@IOWA STATE 
$.22 Army West Point 
$.29 Baylor 

0.6 Texas* 

0.20 @TCU 

0.27 Kansas State 
N.3 @TEXAS TECH 
N10 Oklahoma State 


N17 Kansas 

N.23. @WEST VIRGINIA 

‘Dallas, TX, 

2017 RESULTS 12-2 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
S.2 UTEP 56-7 
S.9, @OHIO STATE 31-16 
$16 Tulane 56-14 
$.23 @BAYLOR 49-4) 
0.7 __ lowa State 31-38 
0.14 Texas* 29-24 
0.21 @KANSAS STATE 42-35 
0.28 Texas Tech 49-27 
N.4. @OKLAHOMA STATE 62-52 
Nl TCU 38-20 
N18 @KANSAS 41-3 
N.25 West Virginia 59-3] 
0.2. TCu** 41-17 
Jl Georgia*** (2 OT) 48-54 
“Dallas, TX 

**Big 12 Championship Game 

***Rose Bowl 


OKLAHOMA 


SOONERS 


QB Kyler Murray 


review magazine deadlines being 
what they are (early), Lincoln Riley 
was Oklahoma’s offensive coordinator 
when the newsstands were filled 
with football periodicals late last spring. Bob 
Stoops remained in charge of the Sooners. 

That changed abruptly on June 7, 2017. 
Stoops resigned and Riley was named his 
successor. 

Wowza. The stunning move left Oklahoma 
no time for a search, which was the point 
of the matter. The 56-year-old Stoops 
handed the program over to the 
33-year-old Riley and the result 
was one of the smoothest 
transitions in college football 
history. 

Stoops understood a veteran 
team led by quarterback Baker 
Mayfield was returning. He 
also knew his time to step down 
had arrived after 18 seasons, 10 Big 12 
championships and the 2000 national title. 

“In my mind, I strongly felt it was the right 
time,” Stoops recalls. 

And everyone, from Stoops to OU 
president David Boren and athletic director 
Joe Castiglione believe Riley was the right 
successor. 

“I don’t think this could happen at many 
places,” Riley says. “This is just an incredibly 
stable place.” 

The transition proved seamless as the 
season unfolded, starting with a resounding 
victory at Ohio State that put the Sooners on a 
College Football Playoff path. 
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TOP NFL PROSPECT 
RB Rodney Anderson 


He missed the start of the 2017 season 
with a neck injury but came on strong 
and has the size (6-2, 219 pounds) and 
athleticism NFL teams seek in a running 
back. Anderson also has a nose for the end 
zone: 18 total touchdowns last season. 


Oklahoma survived a home 
loss to an improved Iowa State, 
didn’t drop another during the 
regular season and handled 
TCU in the\re-established Big 12 
Championship Game. 
After a one-year absence, the 

Sooners and Big 12 had returned 

to the national semifinals, and nearly 
advanced to the title game. But after opening 
a 17-point first-half lead on Georgia, Oklahoma 
and Mayfield ran out of gas in a double- 
overtime loss. 

Now, some suggest, comes the hard part. 
Oklahoma carries on without Mayfield, the 
Heisman Trophy winner and game’s most 
dynamic player last season. In steps junior 
Kyler Murray. 

Riley’s relationship with Mayfield helped 
the transition. Now, the second-year coach 
will break in a new quarterback, one of the 
most decorated in high school history. 

Murray led Allen High to three straight 


MURRAY: SUE OGROCKI / AP 


ANDERSON: DOUG BENC / AP 


Texas state championships while passing for more than 
10,000 yards and rushing for more than 4,100 in his 
prep career. He accounted for 186 touchdowns. 

Murray began his career at Texas A&M in 2015, 
signing as the nation’s top dual-threat QB, not to 
mention a standout middle infielder in baseball. 

At College Station, Murray appeared in games 
early in the season as a reserve. The Aggies looked 
to shake things up and made Murray a starter in an 
October game against South Carolina, and he threw 
for 223 yards and rushed for 156 in a victory. For the 
season, Murray appeared in eight games with three 
starts, throwing five touchdown passes with seven 
interceptions while rushing for 335 yards. 

After sitting out 2016 under transfer rules, Murray 
backed up Mayfield last season and completed 18 of 21 
passes with three touchdowns and no picks. 

The return of running back Rodney Anderson, who 
rushed for 201 yards against Georgia in the Rose Bowl 
and 1,161 with 13 rushing touchdowns on the season, 
gives OU a backfield boost. Also returning is Trey 
Sermon, who rushed for 744 and averaged 6.1 yards per 


Speedster Marquise Brown is back at wide receiver 
after leading the Sooners with 1,095 yards on 57 
receptions. 

Another factor that should make life simpler for 
Murray is what should be a superb offensive line. The 
Sooners lose tackle Orlando Brown but return a load of 
talent like tackle Bobby Evans and guards Ben Powers 
and Dru Samia. in 

The Sooners’ defense ultimately didn’t get it done last 
season, surrendering 527 yards to Georgia, and Big 12 
co-Defensive Player of the Year Ogbonnia Okoronkwo is 
no longer around to play linebacker. Kenneth Murray, 
however, is back after an outstanding freshman season 
at the position. 

A pass defense that ranked No. 87 nationally in yards 
allowed will get plenty of early-season attention. 

On special teams, senior kicker/punter Austin Seibert 
does double duty and is one of the nation’s best at both. 

New defensive faces and a new quarterback 
shouldn’t alter the perception of Oklahoma as the 
class of the conference. After all, the Sooners had no 
problems handling transition at the top last season. 


‘2a SPORTS. 


RECRUITING REPORT 


Oklahoma ‘\y TOP SIGNEES Sinare 
finished with the 1 Brey Walker, | S* 

No. 2classinthe 2 Brendan Radley-Hiles, (> 4* 
conference and 3 Ronnie Perkins, 0° 4% 

No. 9 nationally. 

The Sooners inked 13 players rated as four-stars or 
higher in the 247Sports Composite. Junior-college 
offensive lineman Tramonda Moore was a prep 
All-American and will star in the upcoming season of 
Netflix's “Last Chance U.” 

Defensive back Brendan Radley-Hiles, who checks 
in as the No. 33 overall prospect nationally, enrolled 
early and immediately caught the eye of the OU 
coaching staff. “He’s probably on the level of maybe 
a third-year player at least just with understanding 
the game,” says OU defensive assistant Kerry Cooks. 


‘SV RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


4 PASSING 
Kyler Murray 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. 1D _Avg/G 


7) 265 | 2-0 | 857 | 35913) 513 
URUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. 1D Avg/G 


Rodney Anderson 141188) 161 6.2 13 629 


URECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. 1D Avg/G 
MarquiseBrown 13 57 | 1095 1927 84.2 
“TACKLES _GP_Solo_ Assist _ Total 
Kenneth Murray 4 42 3% 8 
wSACKS GP N._‘Vartds 
Kenneth Mann B50 3% 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Parnell Motley 2) 7 | 35/51 


SCORING 632 379 
Points Per Game 45.1 27.1 
FIRST DOWNS 36) 286 
Rushing 140 nig 
Passing 202 133 
Penalty 19 35 


RUSHING YARDAGE 3049 2191 
Yards gainedrushing 3365 2525 


Yards lost rushing 316 334 
Rushing Attempts» 546 500 
Average Per Rush 56 44 
Average Per Game 217.8 156.5 
TDs Rushing 33 24 
PASSING YARDAGE 5065 3338 
Comp-Att-Int 309-433-6 267-447-8 
Average Per Pass NZ. 75 
Average Per Catch 16.4 12.5 
Average Per Game 361.8 238.4 
TDs Passing 47 23 
TOTAL OFFENSE 8114 5529 
Total Plays 979 947 
Average Per Play 8.3 5.8 


Average Per Game 579.6 394.9 


PUNT RETURN AVG, 5.6 16.4 
INT RETURN AVG. 18.1 13.5 
FUMBLES-LOST 13-7 17-10 
PENALTIES-YARDS 82-808 74-632 
Average Per Game 577 451 
PUNTS-YARDS 43-1820 74-3159 
Average Per Punt 42.3 42.7 
Net punt average 37.9 40.1 
TIME OF POSS,/GAME 31:50 28:10 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 69/162 73/192 
3rd-Down Pct. 43% 38% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 12/23 13/22 
4th-Down Pct. 52% 59% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 26-195 26-181 
MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDS SCORED 83 47 
FG-ATTEMPTS 17-21 17-22 
ATTENDANCE 519119 284427 


Games/Avg PerGame 6/86520 _5/56885 
Neutral Site Games 3/83500 


OKLAHOMA 177 196 124 132 3 632 
Opponent —~ 92 112 77 89 9 379 


“ 


 5-YEAR RECORD 
53-135 


BG cT-BG CTS CT-BG 


wy — 
i} 
~ BS) 


1-2 8-5 11-2 11-2 
2013 2015} 201 
WIN |LOSS] 


CT: Conference Title * BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 
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‘2018 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
QB Kyler Murray (5-10, 190, Jr) 
Austin Kendall (6-2, 220, So.) 
B Rodney Anderson’ (6-1, 219, Jr.) 
Trey Sermon (6-0, 222, So.) 
T Cody Ford (6-4, 346, Jr.) 
Erik Swenson (6-5, 317, So.) 
LG BenPowers’ (6-4, 314, Sr) 
Marquis Hayes (6-5, 347, Fr.) 
C = Jonathan Alvarez (6-3, 315, Sr.) 
Creed Humphrey (6-5, 319, Fr.) 
RG  DruSamia* (6-5, 297, Sr) 
Tyrese Robinson (6-3, 332, Fr.) 
RT Bobby Evans’ (6-5, 299, Jr.) 
Quinn Mittermeier (6-5, 285, Sr.) 
TE Carson Meier (6-5, 250, Sr.) 
Jeremiah Hall (6-2, 240, Fr) 
WR CeeDee Lamb’ (6-2, 187. So.) 
A.D. Miller (6-3, 194, Jr.) 
WR Grant Calcaterra (6-4, 224, So.) 
Lee Morris (6-2, 210, Jr.) 
WR Marquise Brown’ (5-10, 160, Jr.) 
Charleston Rambo (6-1, 171, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE KennethMann (6-3, 26], Jr) 
Ronnie Perkins (6-3, 265, Fr.) 

NG Neville Gallimore* (6-2, 316. Jr.) 
Marquise Overton® (6-1, 294, Sr.) 

DE Amani Bledsoe* (6-5, 285, Jr.) 
Tyreece Lott (6-2, 286, So.) 

LB Addison Gumbs (6-3, 24), So.) 
K’Jakyre Daley (6-2, 246, Fr.) 

LB Mark Jackson Jr. (6-1, 237, Jr.) 
Ryan Jones (6-2, 230, Fr.) 

LB Kenneth Murray* (6-2, 245, So.) 
Jon-Michael Terry (6-3, 234, So.) 

LB Caleb Kelly* (6-3. 233, Jr.) 
Curtis Bolton (6-0, 222, Sr) 

CB Tre Norwood* (6-0 183, So.) 
Jordan Parker (5-11, 183. So.) 

CB Parnell Motiey* (6-0, 182, Jr.) 
Tre Brown (5-10, 185, So.) 

FS Kahlil Haughton (6-), 204, Sr.) 
Chanse Sylvie (6-0, 195, Jr.) 

SS__ Brendan Radley-Hiles (5-9, 187, Fr.) 
Kahlil Haughton (6-1, 204, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Austin Selbert* (5-9, 208, Sr.) 
P Austin Seibert* (S-9, 208, Sr.) 


r 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Dana Holgorsen 
Eighth year (53-37) 
CAREER RECORD: 53-37 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jake Spavital (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tony Gibson (fifth year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Milan Puskar Stadium 
(60,000) 

TICKETS: 800-WVU-GAME 
SITE: Morgantown, W.Va. 
WEBSITE: wvusports.com 
TWITTER: @WVUfootball 


2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1 Tennessee* 
S.8 Youngstown State 
S15 @N.C. STATE 
§.22 Kansas State 
$.29 @TEXAS TECH 
0.6 Kansas 
0.13 @IOWA STATE 
0.25 Baylor 
N.3. @TEXAS 
N10 TCU 
N.17_ @OKLAHOMA STATE 
N.23 Oklahoma 


“Charlotte, NC 


j 


2017 RESULTS 7-6 
DATE | OPPONENT. RESULT 
S.3 Virginia Tech* 24-31 
S.9 _ East Carolina 56-20 
S.16 Delaware State 59-16 
$.23. @KANSAS 56-34 
07 @TCU 24-31 
0.14 Texas Tech 46-35 
0.21 @BAYLOR 38-36 
0.28 Oklahoma State 39-50 
N.4__ lowa State 20-16 
N.1l_ @KANSAS STATE 28-23 
N18 Texas 14-28 
N.25 @OKLAHOMA 31-59 
0.26 Utah** 14-30 


*Landover, MD 
**Heart Of Dallas Bowl 


2018 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE 


) WEST VIRGINIA | 


MOUNTAINEERS 


( 


QB Will Grier | sz 


t’s a chore to gain attention in the Big 12 as 
a quarterback. 
The conference has produced five - 
Heisman Trophy winners at the position 
since 2001, the latest being Oklahoma’s Baker 
Mayfield last year. 

In this offense-first conference, it takes 
more than 4,700 passing yards in a season 
and 10,700 yards in a career to crack the 
league’s top 10. 

It’s no small thing that West Virginia has 
the best of the Big 12’s returning quarterbacks. 
Will Grier considered leaving after his fourth 
year but announced in December that he 
would return. 

“A great day for West Virginia 
football,” Mountaineers coach 
Dana Holgorsen called it. 

He’s right. The three teams 
that finished ahead of West 
Virginia in 2017—Oklahoma, 
TCU and Oklahoma State—start 
over at quarterback. 

Not West Virginia. 

Grier issued this statement that was music 
to the ears of Mountaineers fans: “There 
is still a great deal that I want this team to 
accomplish and I look forward to helping lead 
us to success in 2018. I am completely focused 
and looking forward to building off the 
success we had this year and want to do even 


FOOTBAL 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
QB Will Grier 


The 2019 quarterback crop will follow a 
much-ballyhooed 2018 class, but there will 
be plenty of prospects a year from now, 
including Grier. NFL teams are growing 
more comfortable with quarterbacks from 
systems like West Virginia coach Dana 
Holgorsen’s. Grier figures to be among the 
top quarterbacks on the NFL market next 


year. 


greater things next year.” 

Grier began his career at 
Florida, but transferred from 
Gainesville in December 2015 
after he was suspended by 

the NCAA for a year for testing 
positive for performance- 
enhancing drugs. Last season, he 


passed for 3,490 yards and 34 touchdowns 
on his way to being named Big 12 Newcomer 
of the Year. The TD total ranked third in 

the Big 12 and eighth nationally. The totals 
would have been higher but Grier suffered 

a gruesome broken middle finger on his 
throwing hand that came during a loss to 
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Texas while diving into the end zone. 

The Mountaineers dropped their next two outings, 
including the bowl game against Utah, to finish 7-6, and 
Grier says he’ll be more careful this season about when 
deciding to take off and run. 

“I think part of it is who I am, but I will become more 
cautious,” Grier says. “You need to be more cautious at 
quarterback. You need to take care of yourself. There 
are times when the game is on the line and you need 
to get a first down or need to score. And there are 
situations like in the first quarter when I don’t really 
need to be putting my body on the line.” 

West Virginia should benefit by seven returning 
starters on offense. One of them is wide receiver David 
Sills V, who caught 60 passes last season, including an 
FBS-best 18 touchdowns. He also considered a jump to 
the NFL Draft but made his announcement to return a 
few days after Grier. Sills was a Biletnikoff Award finalist 
last year and will make most preseason All-America 
teams in 2018. 

Also back is wide receiver Marcus Simms, whose 35 
receptions last season resulted in a team-best 18.9-yard 
receiving average. 

With the firepower in the pass-and-catch game, will 
West Virginia continue a trend of running less? The 
Mountaineers had 113 fewer rushing attempts in 2017 
than 2016. Gone is 1,060-yard rusher Justin Crawford. 
But the Mountaineers return Kennedy McKoy (596 
yards last season) and Martell Pettaway (149), plus a 
pair of offensive linemen who received all-conference 
honors in Yodny Cajuste and Colton McKivitz. 

The work for Holgorsen is on the defensive side. West 
Virginia ranked last in the Big 12 in rushing defense, 
surrendering 204.2 yards per game. The Mountaineers 
had the second-lowest scoring defense in 2016 (24 points 
per game), but ballooned to 31.5 last year. 

Holgorsen’s team employs a 3-3-5 and the West 
Virginia coach is stoked about the arrival of defensive 
end Dante Stills, a four-star recruit and the younger 
brother of sophomore starting nose tackle Darius Stills. 
In the secondary, WVU loses three starters among its 
five-man back end. 

The kicking game needs to improve. West Virginia 
attempted the fewest field goals (15) in the conference 
last season. Simms is one of the Big 12’s top return men, 
on kicks and punts. 


ZB SPORTS, 


RECRUITING REPORT 


\ TOP SIGNEES a a 
1 Dante Stills, 0" 4% 

2 Kwantel Raines,» 4% 

3 Josh Norwood, © 3x 


West Virginia 
filled most of its 
needs and inked 
21 prospects in a 
class that finished 
No. 35 nationally and No. 6 in the conference. 

The Mountaineers landed one of their most 
important recruits of the cycle when they beat 
out Florida for top-rated West Virginian Dante 
Stills, a 6-4, 284-pound strongside defensive end 
from Fairmont. Stills is the highest-rated defensive 
lineman to ever commit to WVU. The Mountaineers 
also did a good job recruiting the offensive trenches, 
adding three-star guards Blaine Scott and Briason 
Mays, both of whom got an early jump on their 
college careers by enrolling in January. 


| Will Grier 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


“PASSING 


“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Kennedy McKoy 2) 125 | 596 | 4817) 49.7 


MIRECEIVING — GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


Gary Jennings Jr. 13 | 97 | 1096 | 13.) 1) 843 
TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
David Long Jr. 9) 5 | 20 16 
SACKS GP No, Yards 
Ezekiel Rose B| 45 1 3 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D. 
2 


Kenny Robinson 3 | 10 | 567 


SCORING 449 409 
Points Per Game 34.5 31,5 
FIRST DOWNS 301 279 
Rushing 12 121 
Passing. 159 126 
Penalty 30 32 
RUSHING YARDAGE 1954 2654 
Yards gained rushing 2192 3005 
Yards lost rushing 238 351 
Rushing Attempts 460 539 
Average Per Rush 4.2 49 
Average Per Game 150.3 204.2 
TDs Rushing 18 26 
PASSING YARDAGE 4021 3138 
Comp-Att-Int 294-481-14 234-405-1] 
Average Per Pass 8.4 7] 
Average Per Catch 13,7 13.4 
Average Per Game 309,3 241.4 
TDs Passing 37 24 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5975 5792 
Total Plays 941 944 
Average Per Play 6.3 6.1 


Average Per Game 459.6 445.5 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS_ 40-973 45-884 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 22-106 —_ 20-223 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 11-259 14-215 


KICK RETURN AVG. 24.3 19.6 

PUNT RETURN AVG. 48 iA 

INTRETURN AVG. 23.5 15.4 

FUMBLES-LOST 22-12 16-8 

PENALTIES-YARDS 79-776 93-850 
Average Per Game 7 

PUNTS-YARDS 74-2990. 71-3049 
Average Per Punt 40.4 42.9 
Net punt average 36.3 39,2 


TIME OF POSS./GAME 27:15 32:45 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 62/185 65/195 


3rd-Down Pct. 34% 33% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 16/21 18/25 

4th-Down Pct. 76% 72% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 25-185 19-125 
MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDS SCORED 59 50 
FG-ATTEMPTS 1-15 21-29 
ATTENDANCE 335678 _ 249897 


Games/AvgPerGame 6/55946 5/49979 
Neutral Site Games 2/43998 


SCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 


WESTVIRGINIA. 95 149 104 101 0 449 
Opponent 73126 107 103 0 409 


ww 5-YEAR RECORD 


36-28 


4-8 7-6 8-5 10-3 


© 
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2017 


Ti es 


CT: Conference Title « BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


OFFENSE 


Will Grier* (6-2, 215, Sr.) 

Jack Allison (6-6, 200, So.) 
Kennedy McKoy (6-0, 205, Jr) 
Martell Pettaway (5-9, 209, Jr.) 
Yodny Cajuste®* (6-5, 318, Sr.) 
Kelby Wickline (6-4, 298, Jr.) 
Josh Sills* (6-6, 326, So.) 
Chase Behrndt (6-4, 306, So.) 
Matt Jones (6-2, 325, Jr.) 
Jacob Buccigrossi (6-3, 30!, So.) 
Isaiah Hardy (6-6, 335, Sr.) 
Zach Davis (6-2, 307, So.) 
Colton McKivitz® (6-7, 306, Jr) 
Tyler Thurmond (6-4, 288, Fr.) 
Trevon Wesco (6-4, 270, Sr.) 
Jovani Haskins (6-4, 238, So.) 
Gary Jennings Jr. (6-), 214, Sr.) 
Druw Bowen (6-2, 206, So.) 
Marcus Simms (6-0, 195, Jr.) 
Dominique Maiden (6-5, 205, Sr.) 
David Sills V* (6-4, 204, Sr) 
Tevin Bush (5-6, 163, So.) 


DEFENSE 


NT 


LB 


cB 


cB 


Ezekiel Rose (6-2, 275, Sr.) 
Stone Wolfley (6-4, 262. Jr.) 
Darius Stills (6-1, 288, So.) 
Brenon Thrift (6-2, 290, Sr.) 
Reese Donahue® (6-4, 27], Jr.) 
Jeffery Pooler Jr, (6-2, 272, So.) 
Charlie Benton (6-2, 215, So.) 
Shea Campbell (5-11, 230, Jr.) 
Dylan Tonkery® (6-0, 225, So.) 
Zach Sandwisch (6-2, 225, So.) 
David Long Jr.* (5-1), 221, Jr.) 
Adam Hensley (6-2, 232, Jr) 
Hakeem Bailey (6-0, 192, Jr.) 
Jake Long (5-1i, 192, So.) 
Derrek Pitts Jr. (6-0, 182, So.) 
Keith Washington (6-0, 173, Jr.) 
Kenny Robinson* (6-2, 204, So.) 
Josh Norwood (5-10, 175, Jr.) 


Ss Dravon Askew-Henry® (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
Deamonte Lindsay (6-1), 210, Jr.) 

S _ Toyous Avery (5-1i, 205, Sr.) 
JoVanni Stewart (5-8, 197, Jr) 

SPECIALISTS 

K ‘Evan Staley’ (6-), 185, So.) 

Pp Billy Kinney* (6-4, 218, Sr.) 

"Returning Starter 

Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH; 

Tom Herman 
Second year (7-6) 
CAREER RECORD: 29-10 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Tim Beck (second year) 

Herb Hand (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Todd Orlando (second year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Darrell K. Royal-Texas 
Memorial Stadium (100,119) 
TICKETS: 800-982-BEVO 

SITE: Austin, Texas 

WEBSITE: texassports.com 
TWITTER: @TexasFootball 


2018 SCHEDULE 


S.1_ Maryland* 


S.8 Tulsa 
$.15 USC 
$.22 TCU 
S.29 @KANSAS STATE 
0.6 Oklahoma** 
0.13 Baylor 
0.27 @OKLAHOMA STATE 
N.3 West Virginia 
N.10 @TEXAS TECH 
N.17__ lowa State 
N.23. @KANSAS 
“Landover, MD; **Dallas, TX 

2017 RESULTS 7-6 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
$.2 Maryland 41-51 
S.9 San Jose State 56-0 
$16 @USC (20T) 24-27 
S.28 @IOWA STATE 17-7 
0.7 Kansas State (20T) 40-34 
0.14 Oklahoma* 24-29 
0.21 Oklahoma State (OT) —_10-13 
0.28 @BAYLOR 38-7 
N.4 @TCU 7-24 
Nl Kansas 42-27 
N.18. @WEST VIRGINIA 28-14 
N.24 Texas Tech 23-27 
0.27. Missouri** 33-16 
“Dallas, TX 
**Texas Bowl 


TEXAS 


LONGHORNS 


WR Collin Johnson 


] very college football season is its own 
, environment, making them difficult to 
" compare. That doesn’t stop us from 
| trying to discover a hint of future 
results. 

Texas football in 2017, the first under 
coach Tom Herman, opened in embarrassing 
fashion—a 10-point home loss to a Maryland 
squad that went on to a 4-8 record. 

But the Longhorns closed with a bowl 
triumph over Missouri to finish with a winning 
mark (7-6) for the first time since 2013. 

So how did that compare to previous 
seasons by a first-year Texas coach? Mack 
Brown didn’t lose the opener but dropped 
the next two. He ended strong 
with a victory over eventual Big 
12 champion Texas A&M that 
clinched the Heisman Trophy 
for Ricky Williams and a Cotton 
Bowl conquest of Mississippi 
State. 

Brown’s successor, Charlie 
Strong, also won his debut and lost 
the next two. The season ended with a 
blowout bowl loss to Arkansas. 

Place Herman’s debut somewhere in 
between. For what it’s worth, the Longhorns 
entered Herman’s first season with more 
expectation than in Brown’s or Strong’s 
debut. Texas was a preseason Top 25 pick last 
year but not in 1998—Brown’s first year—or in 
2014. 


a 


2018 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 


WR Collin Johnson 


Johnson has the ideal frame at 6-6 and 
215 pounds and this could be the year he 
flashes it in a big way, taking advantage 
of mismatches against Big 12 defenses. 
His game at USC, when he caught seven 
passes for 19] yards against the then-No. 
4 Trojans, got him noticed last year. Now 
Johnson looks to take the next step and 
make his quarterback better. 


‘ The year Longhorns fans were 
& looking for was Herman’s first as 
a head coach: Houston in 2015. 
The Cougars didn’t receive a 
vote in the AP preseason poll 
and finished eighth. 
Still, looking back at Herman’s 
debut in Austin, after the Maryland 
debacle, the Longhorns did many good 
things and had opportunities to take down 
USC, Oklahoma and Oklahoma State. They 
lost to the Trojans and Cowboys in overtime 
and had overcome a 20-point deficit against 
the Sooners, only to lose it late. 

Onward. Can this team take the next 
step and compete for a spot in the Big 12 
Championship Game? Perhaps. But the 
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quarterback play must improve. 

The battle between Shane Buechele and Sam 
Ehlinger will carry into the fall. Buechele started seven 
games and finished with 1,405 yards passing, seven 
touchdowns and four interceptions in 2017. Ehlinger 
got six starts, threw for 1,915 yards and rushed for a 
team-best 381. The players were in the same spot a year 
ago. Buechele has had to deal with injuries; Ehlinger 


has shown greater upside but also faltered in big games. 


The position has been a cause and symbolic of 
the Longhorns’ recent woes. Over the last five years, 
Texas quarterbacks have averaged 2,700 yards, 16 
touchdowns and 11 interceptions per season. Yuck. 

“We’ve got to get better at quarterback,” Herman 
says. 

Also in the mix under center are early enrollees 
Cameron Rising and Casey Thompson. 

The Longhorns will look to improve offensively 
across the board. They were in the bottom half of the 
Big 12 in all the major statistical categories. At wide 
receiver, All-America candidate Collin Johnson returns 
after leading Texas with 54 receptions and averaging 
14.2 yards per catch, 

Running backs Daniel Young and Toneil Carter are 
back, and there’s an eagerness to see what four-star 
true freshman Keaontay Ingram can bring. The 
Longhorns must improve on last year’s average of 3.6 
yards per rush. Herman took over play-calling duties in 
the bowl game with positive results. 

The team strength, as it was last year, is on the 
defensive side under the direction of coordinator 
Todd Orlando. Texas lost some star power with Malik 
Jefferson, Poona Ford, Holton Hill and DeShon Elliott. 
But there is plenty to work with, beginning with 
defensive ends Charles Omenihu and Breckyn Hager, 
who recorded four sacks each last year. There will be 
several new faces in the secondary, which now includes 
one of the nation’s top incoming freshmen with safety 
B,J. Foster. 

The kicking game hurt the Longhorns last season and 
the recruiting class is expected to produce first-teamers 
here. Cameron Dicker of Austin was considered the 
nation’s No. 4 kicking prospect, according to 247Sports, 
and Australian Ryan Bujcevski is touted to be among 
the top punters entering college football this season. 


2a SPORTS 
RECRUITING REPORT 
Texas coach ss TOP SIGNEES siete 
Tom Herman 1 Caden Sterns, © S* 
hit a home run 2 B.J. Foster, 5 S© 
with his first 3 Jalen Green, — 4% 


complete signing 

class in Austin. The Longhorns finished with the No. 
3 class nationally and the No. 1 group in the Big 12. 
Texas cornerbacks coach Jason Washington was 
named 247Sports Recruiter of the Year in the Big 12. 
Washington played a key role for UT in the Houston 
area, and he helped the Longhorns land what is 
arguably the best class of defensive backs in recent 
memory. That group featured six extremely versatile 
Top247 prospects: cornerbacks Anthony Cook, Jalen 
Green and D'Shawn Jamison plus safeties B.J. Foster, 
DeMarvion Overshown and Caden Sterns. 


‘RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING 
Sam Ehlinger 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
9) DAL | 158-275-7 | 575) 195 NB 


“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Sam Ehlinger 9.14 38 3312) 423 


“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. 1D Avo/G 


Collin Johnson B54! 765 | 142 2| 588 
“TACKLES Se Solo _ Assist Total 
Brandon Jones Ts | 0!) a 

SACKS GP No. Yards _ 
Charles Omenihu SS i 
Breckyn Hager B40) B 

“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D _ 
Kris Boyd _ F 21 Wf 350 10" 
Davante Davis 2| m 60 


QB Sam Ehlinger 


‘2017 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC [TEXAS | OPP | 
SCORING 


383 276 
Points Per Game 29.5 21.2 
FIRST DOWNS 266 229 
Rushing 106 8] 
Passing 143 130 
Penalty V7 18 
RUSHING YARDAGE 1815 1389 
Yards gained rushing 2174 1810 
Yards lost rushing 359 421 
Rushing Attempts 507 462 
Average Per Rush 3.6 3.0 
Average Per Game 139.6 106.8 
TDs Rushing 24 14 
PASSING YARDAGE 
Comp-Att-Int 298-499-1] 261-454-16 
Average Per Pass K i 
Average Per Catch n3 12.9 
Average Per Game 258.8 258.8 
TDs Passing 18 7 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5180 4753 
Total Plays 1006 916 
Average Per Play 51 5.2 


Average Per Game 398.5 365.6 
KICK RETURNS: #-YDS 26-612 35-877 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 20-179 17-112 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 16-328 11-190 


KICK RETURN AVG. 23.5 25.1 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 8.9 6.6 
INT RETURN AVG. 20.5 2.3 
FUMBLES-LOST 19-7 18-10 
PENALTIES-YARDS 92-869 8-676 
Average Per Game 66.8 52,0 
PUNTS-YARDS 84-3984 92-3881 
Average Per Punt 47.4 42.2 
Net punt average 44.2 39.2 


TIME OF POSS./GAME 31:19 28:41 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 86/226 54/199 


3rd-Down Pct. 38% 27% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 14/30 6/20 
4th-Down Pct. 47% 30% 

SACKS BY-YARDS 31-229 34-221 
NISC. YARDS 87 73 
TDS SCORED 50 33 
FG-ATTEMPTS 11-19 16-22 
ATTENDANCE 556667 


282779 
Games/Ava PerGame 6/92778 _5/56556 
Neutral Site Games 2/80686 


‘TERAS 77 135 62 89 20 383 
Opponent 55 91 46 64 20 276 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 


\5-YEAR RECORD 
31-32 


8-5 bt 5-7 5-7 
2016 | 2017 
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CT: Conference Title » BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


‘2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB Sam Ehlinger* (6-3, 230, So.) 
Shane Buechele* (6-1, 205, Jr.) 

RB Daniel Young (6-0, 225, So.) 
Toneil Carter (5-11, 205, So.) 

LY Denzel Okafor (6-4, 315, Jr.) 
Samuel Cosmi (6-6, 290, Fr.) 

LG Patrick Vahe* (6-3, 325, Sr.) 
Mikey Grandy (6-4, 320, So) 

C= ZachShackelford* (6-4, 305, Jr.) 
Austin Allsup (6-3, 295, Sr) 

RG Elijah Rodriguez (6-5, 500, Sr) 
Patrick Hudson (6-4, 335, So.) 

RT Derek Kerstetter* (6-6, 500, So.) 
J.P. Urquidez (6-6, 295, So.) 

TE Andrew Beck (6-4, 260, Sr.) 
Reese Leitao (6-3, 245, Fr.) 

WR Collin Johnson* (6-6, 215, Jr.) 
Jordan Pouncey (6-1, 205, Fr.) 

WR _ LilJordan Humphrey* (6-4, 220, Jr) 
Jerrod Heard (6-2, 205, Sr.) 

WR_ Devin Duvernay (5-1), 205, Jr.) 
John Burt (6-3, 200, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Breckyn Hager (6-3, 255, Sr.) 
Marqez Bimage (6-2, 255, So,) 

NT Chris Nelson® (6-2, 310, Sr.) 
Ta’Quon Graham (6-4, 290, So.) 

DE Charles Omenihu* (6-6, 275, Sr) 
Jamari Chisholm (6-4, 500, Sr.) 

Le Jeffrey McCulloch (6-3, 250, Jr.) 
Edwin Freeman (6-|, 250, Sr.) 

LB Anthony Wheeler* (6-2, 235, Sr.) 
Ayodele Adeoye (6-|, 235, Fr.) 

ROV Gary Johnson’ (6-0, 225, Sr.) 
Malcolm Roach (6-5, 270, Jr.) 

NB = JoshThompson (6-0, 195, So.) 
Chris Brown (5-1), 210, So,) 

CB Kris Boyd’ (6-0, 195, Sr) 
Kobe Boyce (6-0, 175, Fr.) 

CB Davante Davis (6-2, 205, Sr.) 
Anthony Cook (6-0, 190, Fr.) 

s John Bonney (6-1, 205, Sr.) 
Chris Brown (5-11, 210, So.) 

S_ P.J. Locke IMI* (5-11, 210, Sr.) 
Brandon Jones* (6-0, 205, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Joshua Rowland? (5-10, 215, Sr.) 
P Ryan Bujcevski (5-1), 185, Fr.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Bill Snyder 

27th year (210-110-1) 
CAREER RECORD: 210-110-1 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Andre Coleman (first year) 
Charlie Dickey (first year) 
Collin Klein (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Blake Sieler (first year) 

Brian Norwood (first year) 


TEAM'INFO 


STADIUM: Bill Snyder Family 
Stadium (50,000) 

TICKETS: 800-221-CATS 
SITE: Manhattan, Kan. 
WEBSITE: kstatesports.com 
TWITTER: @KStateFB 


2018 SCHEDULE 
S$. South Dakota 
S.8 Mississippi State 
S15 UTSA 
§.22 @WEST VIRGINIA 
$.29 Texas 
0.6 @BAYLOR 
0.13 Oklahoma State 
0.27 @OKLAHOMA 
N.3 @TCU 
N10 Kansas 
N17 Texas Tech 
N.24. @IOWA STATE 


2017 RESULTS 8-5 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
S.2. Central Arkansas 55-19 
$.9 Charlotte 55-7 
S16 @VANDERBILT 7-14 
S.30 Baylor 33-20 
0.7 @TEXAS (20T) 34-40 
0.14 TCU 6-26 
0.21 Oklahoma 35-42 
0.28 @KANSAS 30-20 
N.4 @TEXAS TECH (OT) 42-35 
NA West Virginia 23-28 
N.18 @OKLAHOMA STATE 45-40 
N.25  lowa State 20-19 
D.26 UCLA* 35-17 
*Cactus Bowl 
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KANSAS STATE 


WILDCATS 


RB Alex Barnes 


ill Snyder is moving up the ranks of 
coaches with the longest tenures at 
their schools. He’s beginning his 10th 
season in Manhattan. 

That’s in his second term. 

This will be season No. 27 overall for 
Snyder at Kansas State after sitting out three. 
There is no telling how much longer the 
78-year-old coach will continue. He wants his 
son Sean, associate head coach and one of the 
nation’s top special-teams coaches, to replace 
him. It’s uncertain whether that will occur. 

So the Wildcats carry on with the 
Hall-of-Fame coach who endured 
one of his most interesting 
seasons in 2017. Expectations 
and a national ranking ushered 
K-State into the season and 
those were dashed by a stretch 
of four losses in five games. 

The schedule was frontloaded. 
When it eased, Kansas State 
powered to five victories in its final six 
games, including a 17-point victory over a Josh 
Rosen-less UCLA in the bowl game. The bigger 
highlight was a triumph at No. 10 Oklahoma 
State. 

The Wildcats look for a better start this 
season and there’s enough returning to make 
that happen. 

But back to coaching for a moment. The 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
OL Dalton Risner 


Risner was startled when he made the 
move from center to right tackle after his 
first season. But because of his superb 
work ethic, he excelled at both positions, 
which makes him the versatile offensive 
lineman NFL teams crave. He also was Pro 
Football Focus’ top-rated tackle last year. 


Wildcats have new coordinators. 

Tom Hayes retired and 
linebackers coach Blake Seiler 
was promoted to defensive 
coordinator. 

With Dana Dimel moving on 
to become the head coach at 
UTEP, Andre Coleman was named 

offensive coordinator and one of his 
co-coordinators is Collin Klein. The common 
thread through these moves? All are Kansas 
State graduates. 

The Wildcats are used to quarterback 
competitions, and this year will be no 
different. Alex Delton and Skylar Thompson 
each found success last season. Delton played 
well in relief of injured starter Jesse Ertz and 


BARNES: RICK SCUTERI / AP 
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authored his best game in the bowl victory by rushing 
for 158 yards and three touchdowns. He finished as 
the team’s second-leading rusher (500 yards) despite 
playing in just seven games. 

Thompson led the Wildcats to victories over 
Oklahoma State and Iowa State, starting the final 
four games while Delton recovered from concussion 
symptoms. Thompson completed 51 of 83 passes for 
689 yards and five touchdowns. 

Both players have the dual-threat skills required in 
the Snyder offense. They won’t have weapons Byron 
Pringle and Dominique Heath, wide receivers who left 
early. But Kansas State always seems to come up with 
talent at that position, so look for Isaiah Zuber and 
Dalton Schoen, who combined for 980 yards and seven 
touchdowns last season, to increase their numbers. 

The running game will have a new look with fullback 
Winston Dimel leaving the program. But last year’s 
rushing leader, Alex Barnes, returns. Barnes gained 819 
yards and scored seven touchdowns with two of his 
biggest games coming against Oklahoma and UCLA. 

Offensive lineman Dalton Risner is one of the best 
in college football. He played center as a freshman 
but became an all-conference tackle last season while 
helping the Wildcats to a school-record 5.0 yards per 
rushing attempt. 

Developing a better pass rush is a defensive 
priority, and that should happen with the continued 
improvement of end Reggie Walker. The Wildcats 
also have to replace their leading tacklers, linebackers 
Trent Tanking and Jayd Kirby, from last season. Junior 
linebacker Elijah Sullivan appears ready to take on a 
larger role after collecting 28 tackles in 2017. 

Returning in the secondary is Cactus Bowl Defensive 
MVP Denzel Goolsby, who forced a fumble and 
recorded a tackle for loss in the game. 

Few programs put as much emphasis on special 
teams as Kansas State, and this year will test Sean 
Snyder, Matthew McCrane was the All-Big 12 kicker, 
while D.J. Reed was one of the league’s top return men 
and Nick Walsh among the best punters. All are gone. 
Every specialist who played a large role is gone. 

The Wildcats have been excellent at filling gaps on 
special teams. That will be one of the team’s biggest 
challenges heading into this season. 


2a sPrortTs 
RECRUITING REPORT 
Kansas State ‘% TOP SIGNEES sannatie 
always does 1 John Holcombe, ©) S* 
agood job 2 Wayne Jones, . 5» 
of mixing in 3 Lance Robinson, 3» 


junior-college 

talent with prep standouts and that strategy did 
not change this cycle. The Wildcats “re-signed” 
cornerback Darreyl Patterson, who signed with KSU 
two years ago out of high school but left campus 
and transferred to Northeastern Oklahoma A&M, a 
junior college. John Holcombe, a 6-4, 227-pound 
mammoth quarterback from Humble, Texas, has a 
howitzer for an arm and could develop into an NFL- 
type talent in the future. The Wildcats finished with 
only the ninth-rated class in the conference and the 
69th class nationally, but coach Bill Snyder's staff is 
known for being efficient developers of talent. 


& RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


—PASSING _ 

Skylar Thompson 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int_ Pet. Yds. 1D Avg/G_ 
81 1438) SI83-3 | OA | 689 «5 | 86) 


“SRUSHING — GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 


Alex Barnes 346 819 | 5.6 7 | 63.0 
“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. 1D Avg/G 
Isaiah Zuber B St) 510 100) 4) 392 
“TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Denzel Goolsby B 6 B 2B 

“SACKS ——___GP_sN,__Yartds 
Kyle Ball Wi} 2s B 

“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Kendall Adams 3/5) 10 041 


2017 TEAM STATS 
BS ae a 


SCORING 420 327 
Points Per Game 32.3 25.2 
FIRST DOWNS 225 272 
Rushing 122 88 
Passing 89 174 
Penalty 14 10 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2584 1530 
Yards gained rushing 2859 1822 
Yards lost rushing 275 292 
Rushing Attempts 519 427 
Average Per Rush 5.0 3.6 
Average Per Game 198.8 27 
TDs Rushing 29 7 
PASSING YARDAGE 2259 4018 
Comp-Att-Int 156-270-8 327-526-12 
Average Per Pass 8.4 76 
Average Per Catch 145 12.3 
Average Per Game 173.8 309, 
TDs Passing 16 23 
TOTAL OFFENSE 4843 5548 
Total Plays 789 953 
Average Per Play 6] 5.8 


Average Per Game 372.5 426.8 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 46-1136 38-630 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 29-395 17-97 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 12-130 8-94 


KICK RETURN AVG. 24,7 16.6 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 13.6 5,7 
INT RETURN AVG. 10.8 18 
FUMBLES-LOST 10-5 7-11 
PENALTIES-YARDS 67-596 74-613 
Average Per Game 45.8 47.2 
PUNTS-YARDS 59-2586 63-2495 
Average Per Punt 43.8 39.6 
Net punt average 40,2 32.1 
TIME OF POSS,/GAME 30;37 29:23 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 51/152. 80/194 
3rd-Down Pct. 34% 41% 
ATH-DOWN CONV. 3/9 13/24 
4th-Down Pct. 33% 54% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 24-147. 26-100 
MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDS SCORED 51 40 
FG-ATTEMPTS 21-26 17-21 
ATTENDANCE 359107 271456 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/51301_ _ 5/5429 
Neutral Site Games 132859 


KANSASSTATE 85 148 75 98 14 420 
Opponent 73 88 60 93 13 327 


\5-YEAR RECORD 
40-25 
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8-5 9-4 6-7 9-4 
2016 


C0 eS 


CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2017 


‘2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB Alex Delton (6-0, 204, Jr) 
Skylar Thompson (6-2, 205, So.) 
RB Alex Barnes* (6-), 227, Jr) 
Justin Silmon (5-10, 200, Sr) 
LT Scott Frantz* (6-5, 297, Jr.) 
Nick Kaltmayer (6-8, 295, Jr.) 
LG Abdul Beecham’ (6-3, 510, Sr) 
Evan Curl (6-5, 291, Jr.) 
C Adam Holtorf* (6-4, 295, Jr.) 
Dylan Couch (6-2, 29), So.) 
RG Tyler Mitchell* (6-4, 307, Jr) 
Ben Adler (6-4, 300, Fr.) 
RT Dalton Risner* (6-5, 300, Sr.) 
Nick Kaltmayer (6-8, 295, Jr.) 
TE Blaise Gammon (6-7, 257, Jr) 
Nick Lenners (6-5, 250, So.) 
WR Isaiah Zuber’ (6-0, 183, Jr.) 
Landry Weber (5-10, 175, Fr.) 
WR _ Isaiah Harris (5-8, 166, So.) 
D,J. Render (5-10, 182, So.) 
WR _ Dalton Schoen (6-1, 206, Jr.) 
Zach Reuter (6-3, 20}, Sr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Reggie Walker* (6-2, 246, Jr.) 
Wyatt Hubert (6-3, 250, Fr.) 

DT Trey Dishon* (6-2, 305, Jr.) 
Joe Davies (6-3, 286, Jr.) 

DT Drew Wiley (6-4, 295, So.) 
Logan Stoddard (6-0, 257, Sr.) 

DE KyleBall (6-2, 246, Jr.) 
Bronson Massie (6-4, 235, So.) 

LB Elijah Sullivan (6-0, 217, Jr) 
Eric Gallon Il (6-2, 220, Jr.) 

LB  Da’Quan Patton (6-2, 220, Jr) 
Justin Hughes (6-1, 229, Jr.) 

LB SamSizelove (6-3, 225, Sr.) 
lan Rudzik (6-1, 232, So.) 

CB Duke Shelley* (5-9, 180, Sr.) 
Johnathan Durham (6-0, 190, Jr.) 

CB AJParker (5-11, 172,So,) 
Walter Neil Jr. (5-9, 168, So.) 

FS Kendall Adams* (6-), 228, Sr.) 
Eli Walker (6-2, 205, Sr.) 

SS Denzel Goolsby* (5-11, 194, Jr.) 
Jahron McPherson (6-1, 196, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
« Nick McLellan (6-2, 182, Jr.) 
P Devin Anctil (6-0, 225, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Gary Patterson 
18th year (160-57) 
CAREER RECORD: 160-57 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Sonny Cumbie (fifth year) 
Curtis Luper (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Chad Glasgow (fourth year) 


STADIUM: Amon G. Carter 
Stadium (45,000) 
TICKETS: 877-828-3764 
SITE: Fort Worth, Texas 
WEBSITE: gofrogs.com 
TWITTER: @TCUFootball 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
5.1 Southern 

S.7 @SMU 

5.15 Ohio State* 
§.22 @TEXAS 

S.29 lowa State 

O11 Texas Tech 
0.20 Oklahoma 

0.27 @KANSAS 

N.3 Kansas State 
N.10 @WEST VIRGINIA 
N17 @BAYLOR 

N.24 Oklahoma State 


"Arlington, TX 


2017 RESULTS 11-3 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
$.2 Jackson State 63-0 
S.9 @ARKANSAS 28-7 
S16 SMU 56-36 
S.23 @OKLAHOMA STATE 44-3) 
0.7 West Virginia 31-24 
0.14 @KANSAS STATE 26-6 
0.21 Kansas 43-0 
0.28 @IOWA STATE 7-14 
N4 Texas 24-7 
N.11_ @OKLAHOMA 20-38 
N18 @TEXAS TECH 27-3 
N.24 Baylor 45-22 
0.2 Oklahoma* 7-4) 
D.28  Stanford** 39-37 
*Big 12 Championship Game 

“*Alamo Bowl 

2018 STREET & SMITH'S COLLEG 


TCU = 


HORNED FROGS —<f 


i 


Shawn Robinson 


TCU played for the title. The Horned Frogs reached No. 4 in 

the polls and defeated Stanford in the Alamo Bowl. With an 11-3 
record, 2017 was an excellent season in Fort Worth. 

But the losses from that team are plentiful. Quarterback 
Kenny Hill, much of the offensive line and most of the defensive 
standouts have departed. Nine starters return. It’s time to get to 
know new faces at TCU. 

Shawn Robinson started one game last season and now it’s time 
for the 2016 Texas Gatorade Player of the Year to take over the 
signal-calling duties as a sophomore. He’s a dual-threat standout 
who looks to gain more accuracy on his passing. But Robinson is 
poised to become a dynamic player. 

Highly touted freshman Justin Rogers, who didn’t compete in 
the spring because of a knee injury, and Pennsylvania transfer 
Michael Collins are also in the QB mix. 

Four seniors started on the offensive line for TCU in the Alamo 
Bowl, so there’s work to do there. One of the team’s intriguing 
newcomers is tackle Anthony McKinney, a 6-8, 314-pound transfer 
from Iowa Western who was rated the No. 12 junior-college player 
in the country by 247Sports. McKinney chose TCU after receiving 
offers from the likes of Georgia and Oklahoma. 

Also from the juco ranks is another big body in 6-4, 257-pound 
tight end Pro Wells. The Frogs haven’t often used the tight end as 
a receiving target. That could change this year. 

Coach Gary Patterson has spoken highly of wide receiver Taye 
Barber, one of four true freshmen to enroll early. The Frogs are 
also eager to see what they have in a freshman running back 
arriving in the fall, Fabian Franklin, a four-star prospect who 
originally committed to Mississippi State. 

The Frogs wound up with a class that was ranked anywhere 
from 25 to 30 nationally, depending on the recruiting service. 

The team’s top returning player is defensive end Ben Banogu, 
who began his career at Louisiana-Monroe. After a junior season 
in which he recorded 8.5 sacks and 16.5 tackles for loss, Banogu 
announced he was returning instead of entering the NFL Draft. 
He could leave Fort Worth as one of the best in a long line of 
defensive stars who have played for Patterson. 

Also back is tackle Ross Blacklock, the Big 12’s co-Defensive 
Freshman of the Year in 2017. Blacklock finished with 6.5 tackles 
for loss and a pair of sacks. 


| n the first year of the renewed Big 12 Championship Game, 


‘\5-YEAR RECORD 
44-21 
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CT: Conference Title + BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

Shawn Robinson (6-2, 228, So.) 
Darius Anderson (5-1), 204, Jr.) 
Austin Myers (6-5, 303, So) 
Cordel lwuagwu* (6-3, 311. Jr.) 
Kellton Hollins (6-2, 292, So.) 
Chris Gaynor (6-5, 295, Sr.) 
Lucas Niang’ (6-7, 328, Jr) 
Cole Novak (6-6, 260, Sr.) 
KaVontae Turpin (5-9, 157, Sr.) 
Jarrison Stewart (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
Jalen Reagor (5-11, 195. So.) 


DEFENSE 

Ben Banogu’ (6-4, 249, Sr.) 
Corey Bethley (6-2, 286, So.) 
Ross Blacklock* (6-4, 329. So.) 
L.J. Collier (6-4, 276, Sr.) 

Ty Summers® (6-2, 235, Sr.) 
Arico Evans (6-2, 206, Sr) 
Jeff Gladney* (6-0, 183 Jr.) 
Julius Lewis (5-10, 169, Jr) 
Innis Gaines (6-2, 203, Jr) 
Niko Small* (5-10, 183, Sr.) 
Markell Simmons (6-1, 197. Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Cole Bunce’ (5-10, 170, Jr.) 
P Adam Nunez* (6-0, 186, Jr) 


S5EH9R°5588 
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‘Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Bey sronrs. 
MRECRUITING REPORT 


“TOP SIGNEES 

1 Justin Rogers, 05 4» 
2 Anthony McKinney, ©) 4» 
3 Atanza Vongor, 5 4* 


The Horned Frogs boast the 
No. 3 class in the Big 12. Coach 
Gary Patterson and his staff are 
known to be excellent at talent 
evaluation, so this group should 
set the table for a nice future 
in Fort Worth. The third-rated 
dual-threat quarterback in the 
country, Justin Rogers, was 
the marquee name on the list, 
but he will have to bounce 
back from a bad knee injury. 
There are already NFL whispers 
around the name of 6-8 juco 
offensive tackle Anthony 
McKinney. 


ROBINSON: BRAD TOLLEFSON / AP 


KEMPT: CHARLIE NEIBERGALL / AP 


\ 5-YEAR RECORD 
19-42 
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CT: Conference Title » BG: Bow! Game 


OFFENSE 

QB Kyle Kempt* (6-5, 210, Sx) 

RB David Montgomery* (5-1), 219, Jr) 
LT Sean Foster* (6-8, 304, So.) 

LG Julian Good-Jones* (6-5, 293, Jr) 
C Colin Newell (6-4, 282, Fr.) 

RG Josh Knipfel* (6-5, 317, Jr.) 

RT Bryce Meeker* (6-6, 314, Jr.) 

TE Chase Allen* (6-7, 230, So.) 

WR Deshaunte Jones (5-10, 179, Jr.) 
WR Hakeem Butler* (6-6, 219, Jr) 
Matthew Eaton (6-4, 209, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE JaQuanBailey* (6-2. 260. Jr) 
NG RayLima®* (6-3, 506, Jr) 
PT Jamahl Johnson (6-0, 314, Jr.) 
DE Eyioma Uwazurike (6-6, 288, So.) 
LB 
ts 


Marcel Spears Jr.* (6-1, 215, Jr) 
Tymar Sutton (5-10, 222, So.) 
LB Willie Harvey* (6-0, 222, Sr.) 
CB Brian Peavy* (5-9, 190, Sr.) 
CB D’Andre Payne’ (5-10, 180, Sr.) 
FS Greg Elsworth (6-0, 195, So.) 
SS Lawrence White (6-0, 178, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K — Brayden Narveson (6-1, 190, Fr) 
P Corey Dunn (6-1), 200, So.) 


‘Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
Bay srorrs 
SRECRUITING REPORT 
“TOP SIGNEES apatite 


1 Joseph Scates, \ 4% 
2 Sean Shaw Jr., Wh 36 
3 Greg Elsworth, 05 3» 


lowa State has established 
itself as one of the toughest 
teams in the Big 12 under coach 
Matt Campbell and it welcomes 
a class that matches that style of 
play. The Cyclones scanned high 
and low for the right fits, signing 
prospects from 11 different 
states, 

Sean Shaw Jr., a 6-6, 
200-pound wide receiver from 
Jones, Okla., is already drawing 
comparisons to recent ISU star 
Allen Lazard. 

Campbell and his staff 
finished with the No. 7 class in 
the Big 12 and the No. 54 group 
nationally. 


IOWA STATE 


’ CYCLONES 


QB Kyle Kempt | 


headed into the 2018 season as Iowa State. 

The wind in the sails is provided by the first eight-victory 
season since 2000 and a year that produced triumphs over 
Oklahoma and TCU. Beating the No. 3 Sooners in Norman might 
be the best victory in school history. 

After a tumble in the final month when they lost three of four, 


Ee ew programs in college football are feeling as upbeat 


the Cyclones won a one-point thriller over Memphis on the Tigers’ 


home turf in the Liberty Bowl. 

Iowa State lost five games, four by a touchdown or less. This 
has the look of a program that has turned a corner under third- 
year coach Matt Campbell. 

The team got terrific news in February when quarterback Kyle 
Kempt was granted a sixth year of eligibility. He had appeared in 
only two FBS games before last season. 

In 2017, Kempt took over in the fifth game for starter Jacob 
Park, a Georgia transfer, and never looked back. He was at the 
helm for the OU and TCU victories and finished the season with 
1,787 passing yards, 15 touchdowns and three interceptions. 

Park left the program in December and announced that he was 
transferring again. 

His top targets, including three-time All-Big 12 wide receiver 
Allen Lazard, have moved on, but Hakeem Butler, who caught 
41 passes for 697 yards and seven touchdowns in 2017, should 
emerge as the go-to wideout. 

David Montgomery is one of the league’s most productive 
players and bids to become the first lowa State running back with 
successive 1,000-yard rushing seasons in nearly two decades. The 
junior from Cincinnati rushed for more than 100 yards six times 
last year. Junior guard Julian Good-Jones, who has started 24 
straight games for the Cyclones, is one of four returning starters 
on the offensive line. 

Defense is where ISU made its biggest strides last year. Led by 
quarterback-turned-linebacker Joel Lanning, the Cyclones ranked 
second in the Big 12 in scoring defense and third in total defense. 
Lanning, who graduated, was as important to his team as any 
player in the Big 12 in 2017. 

Who steps up as a leader? Linebacker Willie Harvey, who 
finished among the league leaders with 11.5 tackles for loss, is the 
prime candidate. The secondary will be led by cornerback Brian 
Peavy, a second-team all-conference choice. 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Matt Campbell 
Third year (11-14) 
CAREER RECORD: 46-29 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Matt Campbell (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jon Heacock (third year) 


STADIUM: Jack Trice Stadium 
(61,500) 

TICKETS: 888-478-2925 
SITE: Ames, lowa 

WEBSITE: cyclones.com 
TWITTER: @CycloneFB 


»2018 SCHEDULE 
S| South Dakota State 
S.8 @IOWA 

S.15 Oklahoma 

S.22 Akron 

$.29 @TCU 

0.6 @OKLAHOMA STATE 
0.13 West Virginia 
0.27 Texas Tech 

N.3. @KANSAS 

N10 Baylor 

N17 @TEXAS 

N.24 Kansas State 


+2017 RESULTS 8-5 
E OPPONENT 

S.2__ Northern lowa 42-24 
S.9 lowa(OT) 4)-44 
S16 @AKRON 41-14 
$.28 Texas 77 
0.7 @OKLAHOMA 38-31 
0.14 Kansas 45-0 
0.21 @TEXAS TECH 3-13 
0.28 TCU 14-7 
N.4 @WEST VIRGINIA 16-20 
N.1 Oklahoma State 42-49 
N18 @BAYLOR 23-13 
N.25 @KANSAS STATE 19-20 
D.30 Memphis* 21-20 
"Liberty Bowl 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Mike Gundy 

14th year (114-53) 
CAREER RECORD: 114-53 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Yurcich (sixth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jim Knowles (first year) 


STADIUM: Boone Pickens Stadium 
(60,218) 

TICKETS: 877-ALL-4-OSU 

SITE: Stillwater, Okla. 

WEBSITE: okstate.com 

TWITTER: @CowboyFB 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
S$. Missouri State 
$.8 South Alabama 
S15 Boise State 
§.22 Texas Tech 

S.29 @KANSAS 

0.6 _lowa State 

0.13. @KANSAS STATE 
0.27 Texas 

N.3 @BAYLOR 

N10 @OKLAHOMA 
N.17 West Virginia 
N.24 @TCU 


» 2017 RESULTS 10-3 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
A331 Tulsa 59-24 
S.8 @SOUTH ALABAMA 44-7 
S16 @PITTSBURGH 59-21 
$.23 TCU 31-44 
S.30 @TEXAS TECH 4)-34 
0.14 Baylor 59-16 
0.21 @TEXAS (OT) 13-10 
0.28 @WEST VIRGINIA 50-39 
N.4 Oklahoma 52-62 
N11 @IOWA STATE 49-42 
N18 Kansas State 40-45 
N.25 Kansas 58-17 
0.28 Virginia Tech* 30-21 


*Camping World Bow! 


OKLAHOMA STATE 


COWBOYS 


RB Justice Hill 


have come in this decade with Mason Rudolph setting the 
school record last year with 4,904 yards. He and Brandon 
Weeden own the top five marks. 

It will be difficult for a quarterback to crack that list this 
season. The Cowboys start anew at the position, but not with a 
newcomer. 

Taylor Cornelius has been in the program since 2014. He took 
first-team snaps in spring practice while Keondre Wudtee worked 
with the second unit. 

Cornelius came to the program as a walk-on. He’s appeared 
in nine games over three seasons but now it appears the 6-6, 
232-pound senior is next in line. 

“You won’t see a lot of different schemes than what we’ve done 
over the past four or five years,” Oklahoma State coach Mike 
Gundy says. 

But you might see more emphasis on the running game with 
Justice Hill in the backfield. His two-year totals: 2,609 rushing 
yards, 21 touchdowns and 14 games with at least 100 yards 
rushing. He’s the team’s top playmaker and averaged 5.5 yards 
per carry in 2017. 

Reserve running backs J.D. King and LD Brown are also back 
to spell Hill after combining for 692 yards and seven touchdowns 
last season. 

“We've had tremendous success throwing the ball here for a 
number of years,” Gundy says. “But I firmly believe in running 
the football. We’ve always worked and believed that we needed 
to run the ball first.” 

Guard Marcus Keyes, who has started 26 straight games, leads 
an experienced offensive line. 

Jim Knowles, who was on Duke’s staff for the previous eight 
seasons, has arrived as the new defensive coordinator. He led 
one of the top defenses in the ACC last season and brings a 4-2-5 
scheme to Stillwater. 

Often, coaches make moves based on familiarity. But that 
wasn’t the case here. 

“I scanned the internet and looked for coaches who’d had 
success at schools that maybe hadn’t had the same talent as other 
schools, and he’d been considerably successful for a number of 
years,” Gundy recalls. 

Switching to the new scheme means positions changes for 
some, including senior Kenneth Edison-McGruder, who'll move 
from outside linebacker to safety. 


T he five best seasons of passing yardage at Oklahoma State 


“5-YEAR RECORD 
47-18 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bow! Game 
NT: nal Title 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

Taylor Cornelius (6-6, 232, Sr.) 
Justice Hill* (5-10, 190. Jr) 
Britton Abbott* (6-2, 245, Sr.) 
Dylan Galloway (6-5, 297, So.) 
Larry Williams* (6-4, 330, Sr.) 
Johnny Wilson® (6-3, 304, Jr) 
Marcus Keyes* (6-3, 309. Jr.) 
Teven Jenkins (6-6, 310, So.) 
Jalen McCleskey* (5-10, 170. Sr.) 
Dillon Stoner* (6-0, 198, So.) 
Tyron Johnson (6-1), 193, Jr) 


DEFENSE 


DE Jordan Brailford* (6-3, 250, Jr.) 
DT Trey Carter (6-3, 299, Sr.) 

DT Darrion Daniels* (6-3, 320, Sr.) 
DE 
LB 
iB 


SSE52°R5 988 


Cole Walterscheid® (6-5, 260, Sr.) 
Justin Phillips* (6-0, 230, Sr.) 
Calvin Bundage* (6-2, 215, Jr) 
CB A.J.Green* (6-), 182, Jr.) 
CB Rodarius Williams* (6-0, 187. So.) 
S _ K.Edison-McGruder* (6-0, 220, Sr) 
S Thabo Mwaniki (5-11, 185, So.) 
S = Za’Carrius Green (5-1), 210, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Matt Ammendola* (5-9, 195, Jr) 
P = ZachSinor* (5-10. 225, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


SPORTS 


=} 

WRECRUITING REPORT 
“TOP SIGNEES agtatte 
1 C.J. Moore, WR 4 

2 Spencer Sanders, (5 4% 

3 Sean Michael Flanagan, 474 3» 


Recruiting offensive linemen 
was important for coach Mike 
Gundy and Oklahoma State 
did a good job of signing four 
prime prospects for up front, all 
of them listed at 6-5 or better: 
Jacob Farrell, Bryce Bray, Hunter 
Woodard and Hunter Anthony. 

Gundy also revamped the 
defensive backfield. Keep an 
eye on Dallas-area safety Kanion 
Williams. 

The star of the Big 12’s No. 5 
class, however, is undoubtedly 
quarterback Spencer Sanders, 
the top-rated high school QB 
in Texas. 


HILL: DAN ANDERSON / AP 


ALLEN: ALBERT CESARE / AP 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


OFFENSE 

QB McLane Carter (6-5, 225. Jr.) 
RB Tre King (5-1), 190. Sr.) 

LT Travis Bruffy* (6-6, 505, Jr) 
LG Dawson Deaton (6-6, 305, Fr) 
C Paul Stawarz* (6-6, 295, Sr.) 
RG Jack Anderson® (6-5. 320, So.) 
RT Terence Steele* (6-6, 320, Jr.) 
WR Antoine Wesley (6-5. 200. Jr) 
WR De’Quan Bowman (5-1), |90, Sr) 
WR Ja'Deion High (5-1), 190, Sr.) 
WR T.J. Vasher (6-6, 190, So.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Eli Howard* (6-4, 270, So.) 

NT Nick McCann (6-2, 310. So.) 

DT Broderick Washington* (6-3. 305, Jr.) 
DE KolinHill* (6-2, 245, Sr.) 

LB Jordyn Brooks” (6-), 240, Jr) 

LB Dakota Allen* (6-1, 235, Sr) 

NB Justus Parker* (6-0, 205, Jr.) 

CB DaMarcus Fields* (6-0, 200, So.) 
CB Octavious Morgan (6-0, 205, Sr.) 

S  Vaughnte Dorsey* (5-11, 200, Sr.) 

S  Jah’Shawn Johnson* (5-10, 185, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Clayton Hatfield (5-10, 185, Sr.) 
P Dominic Panazzolo (6-5, 210. Sr.) 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2a srorTs. 
SRECRUITING REPORT 
‘TOP SIGNEES sgt 
1 Erik Ezukanma, WV" 4% 

2 Myller Royals, Wh 3* 

3 Demarcus Marshall, OG 3© 


Texas Tech finished with the 
lowest-rated class in the Big 12, 
but did well on the offensive 
side of the football. The Red 
Raiders signed an excellent 
class of wide receivers, with 
vertical outside threats like Erik 
Ezukanma and Myller Royals 
topping the list. Analysts may 
be sleeping on this incoming 
group of offensive linemen that 
adds five versatile prospects 
to a depleted unit. Incoming 
three-star quarterback Alan 
Bowman (6-3, 210 pounds) from 
Grapevine, Texas, is a good 
athlete and leader. 


TEXAS TECH 


RED RAIDERS 


aye A 


LB Dakota Allen 


defensive stats like the ones posted by Texas Tech in 2017. 

The Red Raiders finished seventh in the Big 12 in total 
defense (443.8 yards per game) and fifth in yards allowed per play 
(5.78). 

The big gain over the previous season was in rushing defense. 
Tech improved by 77 yards per game, allowing 161.6. 

Then there were the turnovers. The Red Raiders forced 29, 
which topped the Big 12 and ranked sixth nationally. The unit 
got aggressive under coordinator David Gibbs in his third year at 
Lubbock and it paid off. 

All of this came as good news for the Red Raiders, who struggle 
nearly every season on that side of the ball. Tech could be even 
better defensively this season. Nationally, only Notre Dame 
returns more defensive production from last season than Texas 
Tech. 

“The defense took a big step forward last year, and I’m 
expecting them to take another step this year,” coach Kliff 
Kingsbury says. 

Linebackers Dakota Allen and Jordyn Brooks are the heart 
of the unit. Allen is a redemption story. He played at Tech as a 
freshman, was kicked out of school after an arrest for robbery, 
then spent a season at East Mississippi Community College, where 
he was featured on Netflix’s popular “Last Chance U” docuseries. 

Allen got his chance, back at Tech. He wound up leading the 
Red Raiders with 102 tackles, including six for loss. Although 
undersized at 6-1 and 235 pounds, Allen reacts quickly and is a 
tackling machine with a great nose for the ball. 

The big questions for the Red Raiders are, ironically, on 
offense. Three quarterbacks are vying to replace graduated Nic 
Shimonek, who put up nearly 4,000 passing yards and threw for 
33 touchdowns in his lone year as a starter. The candidates are 
McLane Carter, Jett Duffey and Alan Bowman. 

Carter, a lefthander who appeared in four games last season, 
could be the leader, although Kingsbury would not name a starter 
coming out of spring workouts. 

Tech has to find new weapons at wide receiver. The Red 
Raiders started three seniors there last year plus Keke Coutee, 
who departed early. Keep an eye on T.J. Vasher, a 6-6 wideout 
who finished with 29 receptions for 545 yards and six touchdowns 
in 2017. 

In the backfield, Tre King returns after rushing for 623 yards 
last season. So is Desmond Nisby, who led the Red Raiders with 
seven rushing touchdowns. 


Pp rograms usually don’t celebrate middle-of-the-road 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Kliff Kingsbury 
Sixth year (30-33) 
CAREER RECORD: 30-33 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Kevin Johns (first year) 

Clay McGuire (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
David Gibbs (fourth year) 

Zac Spatival (first year) 


STADIUM: Jones AT&T Stadium 
(60,454) 

TICKETS: 806-742-TECH 

SITE: Lubbock, Texas 
WEBSITE: texastech.com 
TWITTER: @TexasTechFB 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
S$. Ole Miss* 

S$. Lamar 

S.15 Houston 

S.22 @OKLAHOMA STATE 
S.29 West Virginia 

Ol @TCU 

0.20 Kansas 

0.27 @IOWA STATE 
N.3 Oklahoma 

N10 Texas 

N17 @KANSAS STATE 
N.24 Baylor** 


*Houston, TX; **Arlington, TX 
» 2017 RESULTS 6-7 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
S.2 Eastern Washington —56-10 


S16 Arizona State 52-45 
S.23 | @HOUSTON 27-24 
S.30 Oklahoma State 34-41 
0.7 @KANSAS 65-19 
0.14 @WEST VIRGINIA 35-46 
0.21 _lowa State 13-31 
0.28 @OKLAHOMA 27-49 
N.4__ Kansas State (OT) 35-42 
Nl Baylor* 38-24 
N18 TCU 3-27 
N.24 @TEXAS 27-23 
D.23 South Florida** 34-38 


“Arlington, TX 
**Birmingham Bowl 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Matt Rhule 
Second year (1-11) 
CAREER RECORD: 29-34 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Jeff Nixon (second year) 
Glenn Thomas (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Phil Snow (second year) 


STADIUM: McLane Stadium 
(45,140) 

TICKETS: 254-710-1000 
SITE: Waco, Texas 
WEBSITE: baylorbears.com 
TWITTER: @BUF ootball 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1 Abilene Christian 
S.8  @UTSA 

$15 Duke 

$.22 Kansas 

$.29 @OKLAHOMA 
0.6 Kansas State 
0.13 @TEXAS 

0.25 @WEST VIRGINIA 
N.3 Oklahoma State 
N10 @IOWA STATE 
N17 TCU 

N.24 Texas Tech* 


“Arlington, TX 


» 2017 RESULTS 1-11 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
S.2 Liberty 45-48 
S.9 UTSA 10-17 
$16 @DUKE 20-34 
$.23 Oklahoma 41-49 


S.30 @KANSAS STATE 20-33 
0.144 @OKLAHOMA STATE 16-59 


0.21 West Virginia 36-38 
0.28 Texas 7-38 
N.4. @KANSAS 38-9 
N11 Texas Tech* 24-38 
N.18  lowa State 13-23 
N.24 @TCU 22-45 


“Arlington, TX 


BAYLOR 


BEARS 


QB Charlie Brewer 


Matt Rhule had interviewed and withdrew his name from 
consideration from the Indianapolis Colts’ coaching search. 

Whether he was offered the job is unknown. What is known is 
Rhule, beginning the second of a seven-year deal in Waco, can tell 
recruits he believed the Baylor job was worth keeping over the 
prospect of becoming an NFL coach. Nice pitch. 

Rhule spent a year on the New York Giants’ staff before 
becoming head coach at Temple, where he won 10 games in 
each of his last two seasons before moving to Baylor. This was no 
ordinary upward-mobility move. The sexual assault scandal that 
occurred under former coach Art Briles diminished the Baylor 
program in many ways. After posting seven straight winning 
records, the Bears fell to 1-11 last season, beating only Kansas. 

Baylor returns plenty of production, including quarterback 
Charlie Brewer, who opened last year third on the depth chart 
and wound up starting the final four games. Brewer shared 
honors for Big 12 Offensive Freshman of the Year after completing 
68.1 percent of his passes for 1,562 yards with 11 touchdowns and 
four interceptions. The accuracy was the second-highest mark in 
program history for a freshman. 

Brewer is carrying on a family tradition. His brother, Michael, 
played at Texas Tech and Virginia Tech. His father, Robert, was 
MVP of the 1982 Cotton Bowl for Texas, while his grandfather, 
Charlie, was a quarterback at Texas. 

Baylor returns its top wide receiver in 6-3, 208-pound 
Denzel Mims, who had 61 receptions for 1,087 yards and eight 
touchdowns last season. He was the only Baylor player to make 
the All-Big 12 teams last year, as a second-team member. The 
former state champion sprinter in Texas is a prime NFL prospect. 

The most productive running backs from last year, John Lovett 
and JaMycal Hasty, who combined for 759 rushing yards, are also 
back. 

Jalen Hurd, who rushed for 2,638 yards in three seasons at 
Tennessee, transferred to Baylor for a position switch. He wanted 
to play wide receiver. “The switch has been great for me,” Hurd 
says. “I'll be able to play a lot longer, I think, at this position.” 

Hurd is one of five Division 1 transfers who will suit up for 
Baylor this season. Also on board are cornerback Derrek Thomas 
(ex-Temple), defensive lineman James Lockhart (Texas A&M) 
and offensive linemen Jake Fruhmorgen (Clemson) and Christian 
Beard (UCF). 


T he news from Indianapolis was a stunner. Baylor coach 
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» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Charlie Brewer (6-), 202. So) 

RB JaMycal Hasty (5-8, 206, Jr.) 

LY = Jake Fruhmorgen (6-5, 293, Jr) 

LG Xavier Newman’ (6-3, 300, So.) 

© Sam Tecklenburg* (6-3. 306, Jr) 
RG Blake Blackmar® (6-5, 330, Sr.) 
RT Pat Lawrence® (6-5, 506, Sr.) 

TE Jamie Jacobs (6-5, 243, Sr.) 

WR Chris Platt (5-11. 173, Sr) 

WR Jalen Hurd (6-4, 229, Sr.) 

WR Denzel Mims* (6-3. 208, Jr.) 
DEFENSE 

DE Greg Roberts® (6-5, 260, Sr.) 
NT Ira Lewis* (6-3, 295, Sr) 

DT Tyrone Hunt* (6-4, Jn) 
DE 
LB 
LB 


Xavier Jones (6-3, 235, Sr.) 
Jalen Pitre* (6-0, 212, So.) 
Jordan Williams (5-1), 220, Jr.) 
Clay Johnston* (6-1, 226, Jr.) 
CB Harrison Hand* (6-0, 190, So.) 
CB Grayland Arnold* (5-9, 190, Jr) 
FS Blake Lynch (6-3, 217, Jr) 
SS Chris Miller (6-0, 188, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
« ~~ Connor Martin® (5-9, 198. Jr.) 
Pp Drew Galitz* (5-1), 212. Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


Sar srorrs 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES Non 
1 Gerry Bohanon, 95 4* 

2 B.J.Hanspard, AT!) 4" 

3 Joshua Fleeks, 4))| 46 


Baylor should be commended 
for its recruiting efforts after 
winning only one game in 2017. 
The Bears had the No. 30 class 
nationally and the No. 4 incoming 
group in the Big 12. Coach Matt 
Rhule relates well with recruits’ 
families and assistant coaches 
Joey McGuire and Evan Cooper 
are recruiting aces. Speed should 
be considered the storyline of 
this particular class. Running 
back Craig Williams and wide 
receivers Joshua Fleeks, Kalon 
Barnes and Jackson Gleeson 
possess amazing top-end speed 
and were elite high school track 
athletes. 


BREWER: ORLIN WAGNER / AP 


SIMS JR: BRODY SCHMIDT / AP 
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12-48 
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QB Carter Stanley (6-2, 198, Jr.) 
RB Khalil Herbert* (5-9. 210, Jr.) 
LT Hakeem Adeniji* (6-4, 300, Jr) 
LG Malik Clark (6-4, 320. So.) 

C Andru Tovit (6-3, 320, Jr) 

RG Chris Hughes* (6-3, 310, Sr.) 
RT Clyde McCauley Ill (6-5, 305, Jr) 
TE MavinSaunders (6-5, 256, Sr.) 
WR Steven Sims Jr.* (5-10, 176, Sr.) 
WR Evan Fairs (6-3, 210, Jr.) 

WR Jeremiah Booker* (6-2, 212, Sr) 


DE Najee Stevens-McKenzie (6-3, 225, Jr) 
NT Daniel Wise* (6-3, 290, Sr.) 

DT J.J. Holmes* (6-3, 330, Sr.) 

DE KeyShaun Simmons (6-2, 295, Sr.) 
LB Denzel Feaster (6-3, 225, Jr.) 

LB Joe Dineen Jr.* (6-2, 235, Sr.) 

NB Bryce Torneden’ (5-10, 197, Jr.) 
CB Hasan Defense’ (5-1), 188, Jr.) 

CB Shakial Taylor’ (6-0, 178, Sr) 

S MikeLee® (5-1, 18), Jr) 

S Tyrone Miller Jr.* (6-0, 188, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K — Gabriel Rui* (5-1), 205, Sr) 
P Kyle Thompson (6-4, 215, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Saaysrorrs 
NRECRUITING REPORT 
“TOP SIGNEES neath 
1 Pooka Williams, 85 4* 

2 Corione Harris, © 4% 

3 Najee Stevens-McKenzle, 0© 3 


Kansas attacked the 
junior-college ranks hard, and 
the Jayhawks’ defense will get 
an overhaul with the addition 
of four new juco defensive 
linemen and defensive backs. 
The highest rated of the group 
is 6-3, 225-pound edge rusher 
Najee Stevens-McKenzie, who 
should immediately put pressure 
on Big 12 quarterbacks. Kansas 
also built a presence in Louisiana 
this recruiting cycle and signed 
electric four-star running back 
Pooka Williams, who rushed 
for more than 5,600 yards and 
scored 68 touchdowns during 
his prep career in Boutte, La. 


WR Steven Sims Jr. 


country this season. 
Really. 

The Jayhawks’ losing ways are well known. It’s been just awful 
of late in Lawrence~a 18-78 record in the decade, the worst 
in Division 1. Heading into last year the second-worst record 
belonged to New Mexico State. The Aggies went to—and won-a 
bowl game last season. 

Ina season when expectations ran a little higher, Kansas won 
its opener and lost 11 straight in coach David Beaty’s third season. 

Undoubtedly there is pressure to produce this year, and what 
makes things interesting is Kansas returns nearly everybody on 
the roster. Ten seniors were honored at the home finale, and 
only one started. The Jayhawks lost more than those 10 players— 
talented defensive end Dorance Armstrong Jr. left early for the 
draft. 

But few teams in the nation will be more experienced than 
Kansas this season. Can this translate into greater success? 

There are some nice pieces. Wide receiver Steven Sims Jr. 
caught 59 passes for 839 yards and six touchdowns last year. 
Linebacker Joe Dineen Jr., who has a Jayhawk tattooed on his left 
biceps, led the Big 12 in tackles and the nation in solo tackles (7.8 
per game). Sure, KU’s defense spent plenty of time on the field, 
but Dineen is the real deal with terrific lateral quickness. 

Defensive tackle Daniel Wise also returns after being a first- 
team all-conference pick. 

Both quarterbacks who started last season are back. Carter 
Stanley took over in late 2016 but Peyton Bender opened last 
season as the starter. Add to the quarterback mix junior-college 
transfer Miles Kendrick, who stands 5-10 but has a strong arm and 
led College of San Mateo to the California juco state championship 
game. He has three years of eligibility left. 

The Jayhawks made some offseason noise with early recruiting 
success, especially in Louisiana. Not all who committed signed 
but two four-star players who did should make an impact. Pooka 
Williams, an all-purpose back, and cornerback Corione Harris 
could make immediate impacts. In terms of recruiting rankings, 
they’re among the highest-rated prospects in the program’s 
history. 


KK coun will be one of the most interesting teams in the 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


David Beaty 
Fourth year (3-33) 
CAREER RECORD: 3-33 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Doug Meacham (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


Clint Bowen (fifth year) 
TEAM INFO. 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium 


(50,071) 

TICKETS: 800-34-HAWKS 
SITE: Lawrence, Kan. 
WEBSITE: kuathletics.com 
TWITTER: @KU_Football 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 


DATE) OPPONENT 


$1 __ Nicholls 


S.8 @CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


S.15 Rutgers 

S.22 @BAYLOR 

5.29 Oklahoma State 
0.6 @WEST VIRGINIA 
0.20 @TEXAS TECH 

0.27: TCU 

N.3 lowa State 

N10 @KANSAS STATE 
N17 @OKLAHOMA 


N.23 Texas 

» 2017 RESULTS 1-11 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
$.2 SE Missouri State 38-16 
S.9 Central Michigan 27-45 
S16 @OHIO 30-42 
S.23 West Virginia 34-56 
0.7 Texas Tech 19-65 
0.14 @IOWA STATE 0-45 
0.21 @TCU 0-43 
0.28 Kansas State 20-30 
N.4 Baylor 9-38 
N11 @TEXAS 27-42 
N.18 Oklahoma 3-4) 
N.25. @OKLAHOMA STATE _ 17-58 
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CONFERENCE USA 
OVERVIEW 


PROJECTED 
FINISH 


EAST DIVISION 
Florida Atlantic 


BOWL PROJECTION: Boca Raton Bow! 


Marshall 


BOWL PROJECTION: Gasparilla Bow! 


Middle Tennessee 


BOWL PROJECTION: Bahamas Bow! 


Florida International 


Old Dominion 
Charlotte 
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WEST DIVISION 
North Texas 


BOWL PROJECTION: New Orleans Bow! 


BOWL PROJECTION: New Mexico Bow! 


Louisiana Tech 


BOWL PROJECTION: Heart of Dallas Bow! 
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Lane Kiffin 


Lane Train looks for next 
Step to national stage 


BY MICHAEL GRANT 
Street & Smith’s correspondent 


nine teams to bowl games. 
The league was led by Florida Atlantic 
(1-3, 8-0 C-USA), which won the Boca 
Raton Bowl. The Owls will enter this 
fall winners of 10 in a row, the second- 
longest winning streak in the country 
(Central Florida has won 13 straight). 

Interestingly, FAU and UCF meet 
in the fourth game of the season. The 
expectations will be high for the Owls 
as they try to replicate the same sort of 
success that UCF enjoyed last season 
under former coach Scott Frost. The Owls 
could challenge for a major bowl and 
maybe make an argument for a playoff 
appearance if they can upset Oklahoma 
in the season opener. But even if they 
don’t, coach Lane Kiffin’s team will be 
the clear-cut team to beat in C-USA. 

Can anyone stop the “Lane Train?” 
FAU was so much better than everyone 
else last year en route to an unblemished 
conference record. Will this season be 
more of the same? Kiffin’s Owls will need 


to replace their starting quarterback, but 
enough key pieces remain. 

In the East Division, everyone else 
seems to be playing for second place 


onference USA enjoyed a behind FAU. Last year’s surprise 
Western Kentucky landmark 2017 season by runner-up, Florida International, is 
sending a league-record retooling. But considering coach Butch 


Davis’ recruiting skills, the Panthers 
might cobble together a second 
straight surprising season. Marshall is 
probably the best bet to finish second. 
The Thundering Herd figures to be 
quarterbacked by Wagner graduate 
transfer Alex Thomson, who could be 
the most impactful newcomer in the 
conference. He chose Marshall over 
Tennessee and Baylor. 

The real drama could happen in 
the West Division. North Texas is the 
defending champion and has made 
tremendous strides under coach Seth 
Littrell. Kiffin and Littrell should be in 
line for job upgrades when the 2018 
season is over. North Texas also returns 
the league’s reigning Offensive Player of 
the Year in junior quarterback Mason 
Fine. Louisiana Tech, the 2016 West 
Division champ, is coming off of a 
season full of bad luck and injuries. The 
Bulldogs should return to form and have 
traditionally had a strong defense. 


FINE: GERALD HERBERT / AP; KIFFIN: AARON GASH / AP 


4) Will FAU be this year’s UCF? We’re 
going to find out quickly if the Owls 
can contend for one of the four playoff 
spots. They open the season at Oklahoma. 
If they pull off the upset, watch out. 


TRENDING 


STORIES TO WATCH 
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SINGLETARY: AARON GASH / AP 


2018 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by Gabe Brooks, 247Sports 


b 

z TOTAL 
= SCHOOL 

© FLORIDA INT’L 23 
© MARSHALL 30 
© LOUISIANA TECH 22 
© FLORIDA ATLANTIC 18 
© WESTERN KENTUCKY 26 
© SOUTHERN MISS 24 
@ uTSA 22 
© MIDDLE TENNESSEE 18 
© NORTH TEXAS 22 
© vas 18 
@ CHARLOTTE 22 
© RICE 22 
© OLD DOMINION 21 
© vuTeP 25 


ALL-C-USA 
OFFENSE 


Mason Fine, Jr., North Texas 

Devin Singletary, Jr., Florida Atlantic 
Spencer Brown, So,, UAB 

Reggie Bain, Sr., Florida Atlantic 
OL O'Shea Dugas, Sr., Louisiana Tech 
OL Levi Brown, Jr., Marshall 

OL Nate Davis, Sr., Charlotte 

OL Nick Clarke, Sr., Old Dominion 

TE Harrison Bryant, Jr., Florida Atlantic 
WR Tyre Brady, So., Marshall 

WR TyLee, Jr., Middle Tennessee 


DEFENSE 

DL Jaylon Ferguson, Sr., Louisiana Tech 
DL Oshane Ximines, Sr., Old Dominion 
DL Fermin Silva, Sr., Florida International 
Kevin Strong Jr., Sr, UTSA 

Khalil Brooks, Jr., Middle Tennessee 
Azeez Al-Shaair, Sr., Florida Atlantic 
Chase Hancock, Sr., Marshall 

Jalen Young, Sr., Florida Atlantic 

DB Shelton Lewis, Sr., Florida Atlantic 
DB Malik Gant, Jr., Marshall 

DB Amik Robertson, So., Louisiana Tech 


SPECIALISTS 
K Parker Shaunfield, Sr, Southern Miss 
P Jack Fox, Sr., Rice 
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ON THE RISE 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
cag? » With a healthy Brent Stockstill 
* at quarterback and improved 
offensive line, the Blue Raiders should be 
better. Last season, they went 2-4 without 
Stockstill. This year, Stockstill to Ty Lee 
should be a productive combo. 


& He will be the most watched 
graduate transfer in the league. The 
former Wagner quarterback surprisingly 
chose Marshall over Tennessee and 
Baylor. 


2ao=ror= COMPOSITE 


Reet eee ree 


5-STAR 4-STAR 3-STAR 


PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS 


0 2 16 173.58 
0) 0 19 165.76 
0 0 16 162.18 
0 0 14 155.73 
0 0 21 154.77 
(0) 0 18 154.77 
0 te) 16 152.55 
(0) 0) 8 132.82 
0 te) N 125.40 
(0) ie) 9 123.56 
0 (0) 5 120.42 
0 te) 8 115.55 
0 te) a 108.27 
0 10) 3 105.24 


» HEISMAN HOPEFUL 


Florida Atlantic running back Devin’ 
Singletary is the main engine for the 
“Lane Train” in Boca Raton. He exploded 

onto to the scene last 
year, becoming one of 
the most exciting players 
to watch in the country. 
The 5-9, 200-pound junior 
from Deerfield Beach, Fla., 
became the program’s first 
Associated Press All-American, leading the 
nation in touchdowns, rushing TDs and 
points scored. He set the C-USA single- 
season touchdown record and fueled an 
Owls rushing attack that was sixth in the 
nation (285.3 yards per game). 


ON THE WANE 


FLA. INTERNATIONAL 
rg » FIU was one of the league’s 
» bigger surprises in 2017. It’s hard 
to imagine that the Panthers will be able 
to match last season’s record after losing 
their top quarterback, leading rusher and 
best wide receiver. 


Was UAB a one-year wonder? The 

Blazers shocked everyone by going 
8-5 and reaching a bowl game last 
season. This year UAB will have to deal 
with expectations. 


RATING C-USA 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
Tyre Brady, Marshal! 
The 4.4 speedster showed off his quickness in the New 
Mexico Bow! with a 76-yard TD and a 47-yard catch. 


» BEST HANDS 
Ty Lee, WR, Middle Tennessee 
Lee led the league in catches (79) and looks like the 
heir apparent to former MTSU star Richie James. 


» BEST PASSING GB 
Mason Fine, North Texas 
No returning C-USA quarterback threw for more yards 
(4,052) and only one threw for more TDs (31). 


» BEST RUNNING GB 
Hasaan Klugh, Charlotte 
Klugh was second on the team in rushing at 476 yards 
and scored eight TDs. 


» MOST ELUSIVE RB 
Devin Singletary, Florida Atlantic 
He averaged 6.4 yards per rush even with a heavy 
workload (301 carries)—twice the amount from 2016. 


» BEST ATHLETE 
Amik Robertson, C8, Louisiana Tech 
Asa freshman, he had five picks and scored a TD. 


» BEST UNDER PRESSURE 
Brent Stockstill, QB, Middle Tennessee 
Despite a leaky O-line, Stockstill fought through 
injuries and returned to lead MTSU to a bow! game, 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Jaylon Ferguson, DE, Louisiana Tech 
The two-time All-C-USA selection had 7.0 sacks last 
year and NFL teams have noticed. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 
Jamal Anderson, S, Florida International 
The one-time Louisville commit is expected to start 
immediately. 


» TOP TRANSFER 
Alex Thomson, QB, Marshall 
The Wagner grad transfer is expected to make 
Marshall one of the best teams in the East Division. 


» HARDEST HITTER 
E.J. Ejiya, LB, North Texas 
He was a dominating force last season with 109 tackles 
(12,0 for loss) and a team-high 7.0 sacks. 


» BEST INTERVIEW 
Lane Kiffin, head coach, Florida Atlantic 
Finally, a coach who isn't afraid to speak his mind. 


» BEST HEAD COACH 
Lane Kiffin, Florida Atlantic 
Right now, it’s hard to argue against Kiffin, who has 
quickly turned FAU into a league power. 


» COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
Charlie Weis Jr., Florida Atlantic 
The 25-year-old is the son of the former Notre Dame 
coach of the same name. He’s the youngest OC in 
college football and has plenty of talent to work with, 


» HOTTEST SEAT 
Brad Lambert, Charlotte 
Lambert is 4-20 in three C-USA seasons and was 
almost fired last year after going 1-1] overall. He 
switched coordinators, but that might not be enough 
to save his job. 


» BEST GAME-DAY ATMOSPHERE 
FAU Stadium, Florida Atlantic 
The Owls saw the nation’s third-largest increase in fan 
support (plus-8,875) in 2017, 


» TOP SCHOLAR 
James Morgan, QB, Florida International 
Earned his pre-law degree at Bowling Green in three 
years and owns a 3.88 GPA, 


» BEST TWEETER 
Lane Kiffin, head coach, Florida Atlantic 
Often funny and sometimes insightful. 
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CONFERENCE USA — EAST 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Lane Kiffin 


Second year (11-3) 
CAREER RECORD: 46-24 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Charlie Weis Jr. (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tony Pecoraro (first year) 


STADIUM: FAU Stadium (29,495) 
TICKETS: 866-FAU-OWLS 

SITE: Boca Raton, Fla. 

WEBSITE: fausports.com 
TWITTER: @FAU_Football 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
S| @OKLAHOMA 

S.8 Air Force 

$.15 Bethune-Cookman 
$.21 @UCF 

S.29 @MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
0.6 Old Dominion 

0.20 @MARSHALL 

0.27 Louisiana Tech 

N.3. @FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
N10 Western Kentucky 
N17 @NORTH TEXAS 
N.24 Charlotte 


» 2017 RESULTS 11-3 


S.1 Navy 19-42 
5.9 @WISCONSIN 14-31 
S.16 Bethune-Cookman 45-0 
$.23 @BUFFALO 31-34 
S.30 Middle Tennessee 38-20 
0.7. @OLD DOMINION 58-28 
0.21 North Texas 69-31 
0.28 @WEST. KENTUCKY 42-28 
N.3 Marshall 30-25 


N.1l_ @LOUISIANA TECH 48-23 
N.18 Florida International 52-24 


FLA. ATLANTIC 


OWLS 


last year than Lane Kiffin. He went from a “punchline” 

to a “punchout artist.” Kiffin, inheriting a program that 
had gone 3-9 in three straight seasons, led Florida Atlantic to 
the pinnacle. The Owls tied the school record for victories, won 
their final 10 games and became just the second-ever Conference 
USA team to go undefeated in league play and win the league 
championship. Kiffin’s team capped its dream season with a 50-3 
rout of Akron in the Boca Raton Bowl. 

It wasn’t just the winning. Kiffin enjoyed himself and let the 
whole world know it with his funny remarks on Twitter. At age 
43, Kiffin seems more comfortable in his own skin and better 
prepared than he was when he became the youngest head coach 
in NFL history, taking over the Oakland Raiders at 31. He’s made 
his share of mistakes and has endured growing pains, but no one 
ever said he wasn’t capable of being a solid coach. 

The biggest surprise: Kiffin is back for a second season. Most 
observers speculated that a bigger school with big money would 
swoop him away over the winter. However, FAU showed its 
appreciation by giving Kiffin a 10-year contract extension through 
2027. Now, of course, it seems highly unlikely that Kiffin will be at 
FAU that long, but it does demonstrate the school’s commitment 
to him. 

Will it still be full steam ahead for the “Lane Train?” The Owls 
were was so much better than the rest of the league last year, 
finishing eighth in the nation in scoring (40.6 points per game) 
and 10th in scoring differential (plus-15.8). They also broke 23 
school single-season records and nine single-game marks. This 
FAU team will need to do some retooling but it has a chance to 
run the table again in league play and perhaps be this season’s 
version of UCF. 

The Owls bring back the C-USA MVP in tailback Devin 
Singletary. He led the nation in rushing touchdowns (32) and 
points scored (198) last year. Singletary tallied more touchdowns 
in one season in Kiffin’s system than former FAU great and six- 
year NFL veteran Alfred Morris had in four years with the Owls 
from 2008-11 (27). His 1,920 rushing yards were the fourth most 
in the country. Singletary also made 19 catches for 198 yards and 
a score. A new offensive weapon at wide receiver will be West 
Virginia transfer Jovon Durante. 

The Owls must replace quarterback and Boca Raton Bowl MVP 


Diss no coach in America did more to rehab his image 


N.25 @CHARLOTTE 312 Jason Driskel, who announced that he’s retiring from football 
D.2__ North Texas* 41-17 despite still having a season of eligibility. The QB battle might 
Biaeiekrons 505 center around former Florida State passer De’Andre Johnson 
*C-USA Championship Game and Oklahoma transfer Chris Robison. Robison was considered a 
**Boca Raton Bowl top-10 quarterback recruit and could have the upper hand. 

90 2018 STREET & SMITH'S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


&5-YEAR RECORD 
26-36 


Chris Robison (6-). 177. Fr.) 
Devin Singletary* (5-9, 200, Jr.) 
Reggle Bain* (6-4, 300, Sr) 
Ean Biancardi (6-5, 285, So.) 
Tarrick Thomas (6-4, 280, Jr) 
Will Tuihalamaka (6-5, 315, Jr) 
Brandon Walton* (6-5, 300, Jr.) 
Harrison Bryant* (6-5, 225, Jr) 
Willie Wright* (5-8, 155, So.) 
Jovon Durante (6-0, 165, Jr.) 
Tavaris Harrison (6-3, |87, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

Hunter Snyder* (6-7, 260. Sr) 
William Davis (6-0, 275, Jr) 
Steven Leggett* (6-1, 290, Sr) 
Leighton McCarthy* (6-3. 205, So.) 
Herb Miller Ill* (6-2, 190, Sr) 
Azeez Al-Shaair* (6-2, 228, Sr.) 
Rashad Smith (6-2, 2)0, Jr) 
Chris Tooley (5-1), 178, Jr.) 
Shelton Lewis* (6-0, }85, Sr,) 
Andrew Soroh* (6-2, 210, Sr.) 
Jalen Young* (5-11, 185, Sr) 


SPECIALISTS 
K — Viadimir Rivas (5-10. 165, Fr.) 
P — Viadimir Rivas (5-10, 165, Fr.) 
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“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2a sronrs 
SRECRUITING REPORT 
‘WTOP SIGNEES zasenke. 
1 Nero Nelson, WV? S© 

2 Marcel Southall, 9) 5» 

3 Charles Cameron, \) 3 


The Owls finished with the 
No. 4 group in the conference 
and a national top-80 class, 
according to the 247Sports 
Composite. 

Addressing the defensive 
line was an obvious point of 
emphasis for FAU, as four of its 
top five signees were defensive 
linemen. Coach Lane Kiffin's 
top three signees are top-100 
juco prospects who could make 
immediate impacts. The top 
two—wide receiver Nero Nelson 
(ex-Mississippi State) and 
defensive tackle Marcel Southall 
(Texas)—are former Power Five 
players. 


SINGLETARY: LESLIE PLAZA JOHNSON / ICON SPORTSWIRE 


~) 5-YEAR RECORD 
44-22 


UUANUNUUUUUIIL 
g 
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10-4 13-1 10-3 3-9 8-5 


2016] 
|WIN | LOSS] 
CT: Conference Title » BG: Bowl Game 


QB Alex Thomson (6-5, 225, Jr) 
RB Tyler King’ (5-1), 193. So) 

LT Will Ulmer* (6-5, 300, So.) 
LG Jordan Dowrey* (6-1, 295, Sr) 
Cc Levi Brown* (6-4, 295, Jr) 

RG Alex Mollette* (6-3, 284, So) 
RY Tarik Adams* (6-3, 300, So) 
TE Cody Mitchell (6-2, 229, So.) 
WR Willie Johnson* (6-0, 176, So.) 
IR Tyre Brady* (6-3, 20), Sr) 

R_ Marcel Williams* (5-10, 183, Sr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Ty Tyler* (6-3, 260, Jr) 

DT Ryan Bee* (6-7, 282, Sr) 

DT Channing Hames* (6-5, 252, Jr) 

DE Marquis Couch’ (6-), 255, Jr) 
Artis Johnson* (6-), 223, Sr.) 

LB Juwon Young’ (6-2, 245, Sr.) 

LB Chase Hancock’ (6-2, 22), Sr.) 

CB Chris Jackson* (6-0. 179, Jr.) 

CB Jaylon McClain-Sapp (5-1), 179. Jr) 

s Malik Gant® (6-2, 194, Jr.) 

S _ Brandon Drayton‘ (6-2, 194, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Shane McDonough (6-), 203, Fr.) 
P Robert LeFevre (6-2, 194, So.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


‘SPORTS, 


SF: ; 
NRECRUITING REPORT 
‘WTOP SIGNEES saaathis 
1 Jaqaun Webb, \V) 35> 

2 Arak McDuffie, 9° 5» 

3 Corey Gammage, \)') 5 © 


A big class in numbers 
resulted in Marshall reeling in 
the second-ranked group in 


MARSHALL 


THUNDERING HERD 


WR Tyre Brady im 


fall to 3-9 in 2016. The Thundering Herd have had only 
one losing season over the past five years and is 5-0 
in bowl games under coach Doc Holliday, It started the 2017 
campaign at 6-1, with impressive road victories at Cincinnati and 
Middle Tennessee. But Marshall lost four of its final five to fall out 
of the league race. It did somewhat salvage the end of the season 
with a 31-28 New Mexico Bowl victory over Colorado State. 

Holliday has a revamped staff with new coordinators. Tim 
Cramsey takes over on offense after spending last season 
directing the attack at Sam Houston State. The Bearkats had 
the best offense in the FCS, leading the country in total offense 
(538.1 yards per game), scoring offense (43.3 points per game) 
and passing offense (362.7 yards per game). He helped guide 
Sam Houston State to the national semifinals. The new defensive 
coordinator is Adam Fuller, who was promoted from linebackers 
coach. 

With nine returning starters on offense and 10 on defense, 
there is considerable optimism. The Herd lost their conference 
games by a combined total of 19 points. With a little luck, perhaps 
this group will be good enough to at least scare Florida Atlantic, 
which beat Marshall by five points last season. 

Marshall will need a new quarterback after Chase Litton 
somewhat surprisingly declared for the NFL Draft with a season of 
eligibility left. The new starter is expected to be Wagner graduate 
transfer Alex Thomson. The 6-5 Thomson had offers from bigger 
schools like Baylor and Tennessee. He passed for 2,436 yards with 
16 touchdowns and five interceptions in 2016 but played in only 
two games last year due to injury. Thomson will have two years of 
eligibility remaining and is thought of as a possible NFL prospect. 

It will be Cramsey’s job to turn Thomson into an all-conference 
quarterback. At Sam Houston State, he helped Jeremiah Briscoe 


ka arshall returned to form last year after an uncharacteristic 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Doc Holliday 
Ninth year (61-42) 
CAREER RECORD: 61-42 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 


Tim Cramsey (first year) 
Todd Goebbel (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


Adam Fuller (first year) 
TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Joan C. Edwards 
Stadium (38,227) 
TICKETS: 800-THE-HERD 
SITE: Huntington, W.Va. 
WEBSITE: herdzone.com 
TWITTER: @HerdFB 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 


DATE, OPPONENT 


5.1 @MIAMI (OHIO) 

S.8 Eastern Kentucky 
S15 @SOUTH CAROLINA 
$.22 N.C, State 


S.29  @WESTERN KENTUCKY 


0.5 Middle Tennessee 
0.13 @OLD DOMINION 
0.20 Florida Atlantic 
N.3 @SOUTHERN MISS 
N10 Charlotte 

N17 UTSA 


N.24 @FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 


@ 


Car farance USA'and No. 74 (5,003 passing yards, 45 TDs) repeat as the Walter Payton Award rata) Soe 
nationally. winner-the FCS version of the Heisman Trophy. Sey nye or 
Skill-position help was Thomson will have a first-team all-conference wide receiver ES Bae ¢ oe aa 
an obvious emphasis as the to throw to in Tyre Brady, who led Marshall in catches (62) and S16 Kent State 21-0 
Thundering Herd signed double- yards (942) in addition to coming up with eight touchdown 5.30 @CINCINNATI 38-21 
digit: prospects at those spots. receptions. The former Miami Hurricane was Offensive MVP of 0.7 @CHARLOTTE 14-3 
Among those players were ee 0.14 Old Dominion 35-3 
the New Mexico Bowl with six catches for 165 yards and a score. ‘ 
talented playmakers from the ; 0.20 @MIDDLETENNESSEE 38-10 
? Deep South states of Mississippi, In the backfield, Marshall returns its top two rushers—Tyler 528 Florida Intemational @s0c4l 
= Georgia and Florida. King (820 yards, 7 TDs) and Keion Davis (812, 6). N.3. @FLORIDA ATLANTIC 25-30 
z _ Eight of Nera sP nine Marshall’s defense should continue to keep it in games. It Nl Western Kentucky 30-23 
= signees came from Mississippi, j N.18 UTSA 7-9 
2 Alabura, Geordla, Fiordland allowed a league-low 121 2 rushing yards per game and was ie e ea WS ae 
x South Carolina. second in the conference in points allowed (19.9 per game). Bie? chloride Sextet sie 
= Linebacker Chase Hancock (128 tackles, 9.5 TFL) and defensive : 
& back Malik Gant (100, 6.5) should lead the way on this unit. *New Mexico Bowl 
se 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH'S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 
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MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


BLUE RAIDERS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Rick Stockstill 
13th year (79-72) 
CAREER RECORD: 79-72 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tony Franklin (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Scott Shafer (second year) 


STADIUM: Johnny “Red” Floyd 
Stadium (30,788) 

TICKETS: 888-YES-MTSU 
SITE: Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
WEBSITE: goblueraiders.com 
TWITTER: @MT_FB 


iddle a 
Tennessee’s 
chances for a special 


2017 season were hindered due 
to injuries. Quarterback Brent 
Stockstill had a cracked sternum 
and a separated collarbone that 
limited him to seven games. 
With Stockstill and All-America 
wide receiver Richie James hurt, 
the Blue Raiders weren’t quite 
the same team. After leading 
Middle Tennessee to a victory at 
Syracuse, Stockstill missed six 
games and the team went 2-4 
without him. 

Upon his return against UTEP, 
he threw for three touchdowns 


FLORIDA INTL. 


PANTHERS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Butch Davis 
Second year (8-5) 
CAREER RECORD: 71-48 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Rich Skrosky (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brent Guy (second year) 


STADIUM: Riccardo Silva Stadium 
(20,000) 

TICKETS: 305-FIU-GAME 

SITE: Miami 

WEBSITE: fiusports.com 
TWITTER: @F|UFootball 


nder normal ~ 
circumstances, 
Butch Davis would 


have been the story of C-USA 
last season. But he wasn’t 

even the only former NFL 
coach who turned around a 
downtrodden team. Davis’ 
success was eclipsed by Lane 
Kiffin at Florida Atlantic, He was 
also overshadowed by UAB’s 
miraculous rise. 

Davis and Kiffin might have 
the makings of quite a rivalry. 
It’s not quite there yet. The 
Panthers lost 52-24 last year but 
finished second in the division 
to the Owls. Davis is one of the 


in a 30-3 victory, and the team best recruiters in the history of 
» 2018 SCHEDULE Peau rallied down the stretch to » 2018 SCHEDULE Peau college sports, bringing in the 
— BUENDEReTLT Sy Win four of its final five games, SiESaie ust talent that helped Miami win the 
$8 UT Martin including beating Arkansas State :  §8 @OLD DOMINION 30-47 2001 national championship. 
S15 @GEORGIA 35-30 in the Camellia Bowl. ? 15 Massachusetts 63-45 In his first season, Davis 
5.29 Florida Atlantic 20-38 Stockstill’s well-being will $22 @MIAMI(FLA.) guided the program to just its 
0.5 _@MARSHALL 1038 once again bear watching. He : 5.29 Arkansas-Pine Bluff ; third winning season in 14 years 
oe ee SERIDA IIL al has played in only 17 games om riddle Temeeey ee and first since moving to C-USA 
0.27 @OLD DOMINION 410. ‘over the past two seasons. : 0.27 @WEST.KENTUCKY 4i47 ~—«si 2013. The Panthers also tied 
N.2 Western Kentucky 38-4) | Whenhe’shealthy, Stockstillis  : ~—=N3 Florida Atlantic 24-52. the school record for victories. 
N10 @UTEP 303 as good as any quarterback in ? NJO @UTSA 14-7 In his second campaign, Davis 
N17) @KENTUCKY the league. As a sophomore in :  Nd7_ @CHARLOTTE 3029 needs to find a quarterback to 
Noe AS 325 2016, he passed for 3,233 yards: N26 Marshall AEs0 replace longtime starter Alex 
2017 Record: 7-6 | ‘30T and 31 touchdowns. Last year, i? 2017 Record:8-5 | McGough. One interesting 
= wong State 35-30 in the he threw for 1,672 yards and 16 Lost to Temple 28-3 in the option will be Bowling Green 
biped touchdowns. Gasparilla Bow! graduate transfer James Morgan, 
Coach Rick Stockstill who will have two seasons of 
PROJECTED STARTERS __“8YS protecting his son and » PROJECTED STARTERS eligibility left. Morgan started 
OFFENSE quarterback needs to be his OFFENSE Bowling Green’s first three 


QB Brent Stockstill® (6-0, 215, Sr.) 
RB Terelle West (5-10, 200. Jr) 
LT Carlos Johnson* (6-3, 338, Sr.) 
LG Angelo Owens (6-4, 298, Sr.) 
Josh Fannin (6-5, 279, Jr) 
Chandler Brewer* (6-5, 312, Sr.) 
Amir Luckett (6-2, 265, Jr) 
Patrick Smith* (6-0, 187, Sr.) 
Jimmy Marshall (6-5, 226, So.) 
Ty Lee® (5-9, 175, Jr) 

CJ Windham’ (6-2, 205, Jr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Tyshun Render (6-4, 245, Jr) 
DT Malik Manciel* (6-3, 262, Jr) 
DT Jordan Ferguson (6-2. 285, So) 
DE Jahmal Jones* (6-5, 255, Sr) 
LB Khalil Brooks* (5-11, 203. Jr) 
LB Cody Smith (6-2, 227, Fr) 

LB Darius Harris* (6-2, 250, Sr.) 

CB 0.J. Johnson (6-0, 200, Sr.) 

CB Darryl Randolph* (5-1), 195, Sr) 
FS Reed Blankenship’ (6-1, 197 So) 
SS Wesley Bush (6-1, 197. Sr) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Crews Holt (5-1), 185, So.) 
P Matt Bonadies’ (6-1, 208, Sr.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


No. 1 job. He described the 

Blue Raiders’ pass protection 

as “average”—the unit was also 
hampered by injuries last year. 
Middle Tennessee signed six 
offensive linemen in its incoming 
recruiting class. 

“Our first two games, Brent 
got hit 33 times on passing plays, 
and that’s not counting the 
times he ran the ball,” the Blue 
Raiders’ coach says. 

Star wide receiver Richie 
James is gone, but junior Ty Lee 
had a league-best 79 receptions 
for 955 yards and five scores. 
The second-team All-C-USA 
selection even played running 
back for Middle Tennessee at 
Syracuse. 

Middle Tennessee was fourth 
best in C-USA total defense 
(357.3 yards per game) last year. 
Junior linebacker Khalil Brooks 
was a monster with 17.0 tackles 
for loss and 7.5 sacks. 


QB James Morgan (6-4, 2|5, Sr) 
FB Collin Olsen (6-0, 228, Jr.) 

RB Napoleon Maxwell (6-0, 215, Sr) 
LY Devontay Taylor (6-4 505, So.) 
LG Chris Miller (6-4, 338, Sr.) 

© Shane McGough (6-2, 302, So) 
RG Dallas Connell* (6-3, 285, Jr.) 
RY Kai Absheer* (6-5, 510, Sr.) 

TE Charlie Peterson (6-4, 245, So) 
WR Bryce Singleton (5-10, 193, So.) 
WR Austin Maloney* (5-1), 190, Jr) 


DEFENSE 
DE Kevin Oliver (6-4, 243, So.) 

DT Anthony Johnson* (6-3, 29], Sr.) 
DT Milord Juste* (6-1, 285, Sr.) 

DE John Broome (6-2, 245, Sr) 

LB Sage Lewis* (6-1, 240, Jr) 

LB Tyree Johnson (5-9, 185, Jr.) 

LB Fermin Silva* (6-2, 235, Sr.) 

CB Isaiah Brown (6-1, 185, Jr) 

8 Emmanuel Lubin (6-|, 190, Sr) 
S Olin Cushion II! (5-8, 176, Jr) 

S _Rishard Dames (5-11, 165, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Jose Borregales* (5-10, 206,50) 
P Stone Wilson* (5-10, |80, Jr) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


games in 2017 before being 
benched. 

Morgan struggled with 
accuracy and turnovers. In 
seven games last year, he 
completed 45.3 percent of 
his passes for 1,260 yards and 
nine touchdowns with seven 
interceptions. For his career, 
Morgan has 25 touchdowns and 
22 interceptions. Those numbers 
don’t inspire confidence. 
However, at 6-4 and 213 pounds, 
Morgan has the physical tools 
and is a former three-star 
recruit. He is also the most 
experienced passer the Panthers 
have. The other candidates 
for the spot include freshman 
Kaylan Wiggins and junior 
Maurice Alexander. 

The Panthers’ strength on 
defense should be a line headed 
up by seniors Fermin Silva (14.0 
tackles for loss) and Anthony 
Johnson (7.0 sacks). 


WESTERN 
&@ HILLTOPPERS 


ike Sanford probably 

knew that filling the 

coaching shoes of Jeff Brohm 
would be hard. But who knew it would 
be this difficult? Western Kentucky, the 
preseason pick to win its third straight 
conference championship in 2017, 
finished in a three-way tie for third. And 
while it reached a bowl game for the 
fourth straight season, it also suffered 
its first losing 


campaign since » 2018 SCHEDULE 
2010 DATE OPPONENT 
‘ A31 @WISCONSIN 
Western has $8 Maine 
been quite a S15 @LOUISVILLE 
springboard S.22 @BALL STATE 
for coaches $.29 Marshall 
F Tata 0.13 @CHARLOTTE 
including 0.20 Old Dominion 
Willie Taggart 0.27 Florida International 
(Florida State), N.2 @MIDDLE TENN. 
Bobby Petrino NO @FLA. ATLANTIC 
isville}an N.17 UTEP 
aes es N.24 @LOUISIANA TECH 
Perhaps 


Sanford will be the next success story. But 
in his first season, the offense—so electric 
under Brohm-—collapsed. 

In Brohm’s final season, WKU was first 
in the nation in scoring (45.5 points per 
game) and No. 5 in total offense (523.1 
yards per game). In Sanford’s first year, 
the Hilltoppers dropped to 25.5 points per 
game and 395.8 yards per game. 

Western will have a quarterback battle 
after years of stability under Brandon 
Doughty and Mike White. Senior Drew 
Eckels appeared in eight games last year 
but played sparingly. He will compete 
against sophomore Steven Duncan and 
freshman Kevaris Thomas for the starting 
job. 

Five backs return to a running game 
that must improve. The Hilltoppers’ 
leading rusher last season, D’Andre Ferby, 
gained only 373 yards. Top receiver Lucky 
Jackson (39 catches, 600 yards, 3 TDs) 
should contend for all-conference honors. 

The star of the defense is returning 
defensive back Devon Key, who was 
second on the team last season with 94 
tackles. 


—SSSSSSS 
FAST FACTS 


COACH: Mike Sanford (Second year, 6-7) 
CAREER RECORD: 6-7 

STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Junior Adams (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Clayton White (second year) 

TEAM INFO -- 


TICKETS: 1-800-S-BIG-RED 


SITE: Bowling Green, Ky. (LosttoGeorgia 
WEBSITE: wkusports.com StateintheCure = 
TWITTER: @WKUFootball Bowl, 27-17) = 


KENTUCKY | 


2017RECORD: 6-7 


OLD DOMINION 
MONARCHS 


make a big jump in the C-USA 

standings, it might be Old Dominion. 
With 18 starters back, the Monarchs might 
be able to improve in a hurry. A six-game 
losing streak sunk their season. Old 
Dominion did rebound to win three of its 
final four with close wins over Charlotte, 
Florida International and Rice. 

The Monarchs’ struggles could be 


f you're looking for a team to 


traced to a youth 
movement. » 2018 SCHEDULE 
DATE OPPONENT 

aan Bobby SI @LIBERTY 
Wilder went 5.8 Florida International 
young after the 5.15 @CHARLOTTE 
team suffered $.22 Virginia Tech 
a 53-23 loss to 5.29 @EAST CAROLINA 

‘ 0.6 @FLA. ATLANTIC 
North Carolina. Oi Marshal 
Freshman 0.20 @WEST. KENTUCKY 
quarterback 0.27 Middle Tennessee 
Steven Williams N.10__ North Texas 
was th N17 VMI 

23 f N.24 @RICE 

youngest starting 
quarterback in 


the nation at age 17. He made his first start 
in the fourth game of the season at No. 13 
Virginia Tech. 

For the season, Williams had six 
touchdowns and Ul picks. Over his final 
three games, however, he didn’t throw an 
interception and completed 71.2 percent 
of his passes. The 6-4 lefthander was 
named to the C-USA All-Freshman Team. 

Big-play threat Jonathan Duhart returns 
at wide receiver after suffering a season- 
ending injury in the second game of last 
year. In 2016, he had 48 catches for 735 
yards with nine scores. Last year’s leading 
receiver was Isaiah Harper (39 receptions, 
462 yards). His true value is as a kick 
returner. The C-USA Special Teams Player 
of the Year was tied for third in the FBS 
in kickoff returns for touchdowns (3) and 
was eighth in return average (29.1). 

Jeremy Cox looks like a capable 
replacement for ODU’s career rushing 
leader, Ray Lawry. He was second on the 
team in rushing with 621 yards and four 
scores. 

All-C-USA end Oshane Ximines set a 
school record with 8.5 sacks. 


=e 
FAST FACTS 


COACH: Bobby Wilder (10th year, 72-37) 
CAREER RECORD: 72-37 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Brian Scott (10th year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 

Rich Nagy (seventh year) and Kermit Buggs (fourth year) 


: TEAMINEO 
STADIUM: Houchens Industries-L.T. Smith Stadium (22,113): 
+ TICKETS: 757-683-4444 


STADIUM: Foreman Field (20,118) 


SITE: Norfolk, Va. 
WEBSITE: odusports.com 
TWITTER: @ODUFootball 


2017 RECORD: 5-7 


CHARLOTTE 
49ERS 


he pressure will be on Brad 
Lambert, who has guided the 

: 49ers’ program since its inception 

: in 2013. In three FBS seasons, Charlotte is 

: 7-29, including 4-20 in C-USA play. 

i Several staff changes were made, 

: including new coordinators. 

: Shane Montgomery takes over as 

: offensive coordinator after running 

: the offense at Youngstown State. The 


: defensive 

' coordinator » 2018 SCHEDULE 
i position will be DATE OPPONENT 

; $1 Fordham 

_ sharedbyGlenn — 5g Appalachian State 
© Spencerand Chip — $15 _Old Dominion 

: West. Spencer S.22 @MASSACHUSETTS 
was Oklahoma aE oe Kentucky 
_ State’slongtime = 9.39 @MIDDLE TENN. 

_ defensive 0.27 Southern Miss 

> coordinator N3  @TENNESSEE 

i before being N10 @MARSHALL 

> fired in N.17_ Florida International 
; : January, N.24 @FLA. ATLANTIC 

: while West was 

: the defensive 


coordinator at Howard. 

: Whatever momentum Charlotte gained 
: after going 4-8 in 2016 disappeared. The 

_ 49ers were an overtime homecoming 

: victory over UAB from going winless. 

' The problem has been an offense that 

» regressed into one of the worst in the 

: nation. Charlotte was the third worst in 

' scoring (14.2 points per game) and would 
‘have been the worst in the league if not 

: for UTEP (11.8). The 49ers were also 

' second to last in the league in total offense 
: (303.6 yards) and passing (137.3) offense. 

' The running game might have potential. 
' Charlotte averaged 4.7 yards per carry, 

: and top rusher Benny LeMay (732 yards) 

_ had strong games as a sophomore against 
: Florida International (178 rushing yards) 
‘and North Carolina A&T (158). Charlotte 
also brings back its entire offensive line. 

| The 49ers need to figure out what to 

: do with QB Hasaan Klugh. His accuracy 
dropped from 53.6 percent in 2016 to 

: 47.7 last year and he threw 13 picks to 10 

' scores. 

| Defensively, the best player could be 

| juco-transfer tackle Dantrell Barkley. 


aSSSSSSss—q) 
FAST FACTS 2017 RECORD: )-1) 


COACH: Brad Lambert (Sixth year, 17-41) 
CAREER RECORD: |7-41 

STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Shane Montgomery (first year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 

Glenn Spencer (first year) and Chip West (first year) 
TEAM INFO 

STADIUM: Jerry Richardson Stadium (15,000) 
TICKETS: 704-687-4949 

SITE: Charlotte 

WEBSITE: charlotte49ers.com 

TWITTER: @Charlotte49erFB 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 
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CONFERENCE USA — WEST 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Seth Littrell 
Third year (14-13) 
CAREER RECORD: 14-13 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Graham Harrell (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Troy Reffett (third year) 


STADIUM: Apogee Stadium 
(30,850) 

TICKETS: 800-868-2366 

SITE: Denton, Texas 

WEBSITE: meangreensports.com 
TWITTER: @MeanGreenFB 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
S1 SMU 

S.8 Incarnate Word 
S15 @ARKANSAS 
$.22 @LIBERTY 

S.29 Louisiana Tech 
0.6 @UTEP 

0.13 Southern Miss 
0.20 @UAB 

0.27 Rice 

N.10 @OLD DOMINION 
N.17 Florida Atlantic 


N.24. @UTSA 

» 2017 RESULTS 9-5 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
$.2_ Lamar 59-14 
S.9 @SMU 32-54 
S16 @IOWA 14-31 
$.23 UAB 46-43 
S.30 @SOUTHERN MISS 43-28 
0.14 UTSA 29-26 
0.21 @FLORIDA ATLANTIC 31-69 
0.28 Old Dominion 45-38 
N.4. @LOUISIANA TECH 24-23 
N.1l UTEP 45-10 
N18 Army West Point 52-49 
N.25 @RICE 30-14 


D.2. @FLORIDAATLANTIC* 17-4] 
D6 Troy** 30-50 


*C-USA Championship Game 
**New Orleans Bowl 


NORTH TEXAS 


MEAN GREEN 


(e}:} Mason Fine 


Seth Littrell. In two seasons, he’s guided North Texas to 

consecutive bowl games. The year prior to his arrival, this 
was one of the worst programs in the FBS at 1-11. Littrell received 
a contract extension after his first year when the team won five 
games and reached the Heart of Dallas Bowl. 

That deal looks like money well spent. North Texas, picked 
to finish fourth, won the West Division and reached the New 
Orleans Bowl last year. North Texas was the second-best team in 
the league, losing twice to Kiffin’s FAU squad (once in the regular 
season, then in the conference title game). 

Littrell will be 40 years old when the season begins, so he 
will be a name to watch when the coaching carousel starts up in 
December. His name was mentioned for the job at Arizona, where 
he was previously an assistant. 

The Mean Green will be loaded with 16 returning starters, eight 
on each side of the ball. The biggest advantage will be the return 
of C-USA Offensive Player of the Year Mason Fine, an undersized 
quarterback (5-11, 180 pounds) who passed for 4,052 yards with 
a league-best 31 touchdown passes (11th in the FBS) last season. 
Fine set school records for passing yards and TD passes. He 
was the key reason why UNT set single-season program records 
for most points (497), total yards (6,366) and first downs (340). 
By the time his career is done, Fine will probably own every 
major school passing record. A lot of the credit should go to 
offensive coordinator Graham Harrell, who was a record-setting 
quarterback when he played for Texas Tech. 

One big problem for Fine will be the loss of tailback Jeffery 
Wilson. The second-team all-conference section rushed for 1,215 
yards and 16 TDs. Littrell hopes that either sophomore Nic Smith 
or junior-college transfer DeAndre Torrey will be the answer to 
replace him. Smith enjoyed a promising freshman year, finishing 
second on the team with 684 yards and six scores. In his first 
career start, Smith rushed for 178 yards in a victory over Rice. 
Torrey was rated as high as the sixth-best juco running back in the 
nation. 

North Texas returns its three best wide receivers. Jalen Guyton 
was named C-USA co-Newcomer of the Year and a second-team 
all-conference member. Guyton, a juco transfer, caught 49 passes 
for 775 yards and nine TDs. He was tied for third with three 100- 
yard receiving games. Guyton’s top performance came against 
Southern Miss when he hauled in 14 passes for 211 yards and a 
touchdown. Guyton struggled late in the season, totaling two 
catches for 17 yards in his final two games, both losses. 

For North Texas to continue to improve, it will have to fix its 
defense. The Mean Green allowed 251 points in league play. 


T he hottest coach in C-USA not named Lane Kiffin might be 


2018 STREET & SMITH’S CC 


 5-YEAR RECORD 
28-36 


9-4 4-8 1-11 5-8 9-5 


Pe! Es 


CT: Conference Title + BG: Bowl Game 
NT: Nationa! Title 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

@B Mason Fine* (5-11, 180, Jr) 

Nic Smith (5-10, 186, So) 

Jordan Murray* (6-9, 325, Sr.) 
Elex Woodworth’ (6-4, 286. Jr.) 
Manase Mose (6-). 296, Fr.) 
Thomas Preston Ill (6-4, 292, Jr.) 
Chandler Anthony (6-7, 298, So.) 
Kelvin Smith® (6-2, 252. Jr) 
Michael Lawrence® (5-10. 186, Jr.) 
Rico Bussey Jr.* (6-2, 208, Jr) 
Jalen Guyton (6-1, 208, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

LaDarius Hamilton* (6-3, 256, Jr.) 
Roderick Young (6-1, 297. Sr.) 
Ulaiasi Tauaalo (6-2, 309, Sr.) 
Darrian McMillan (6-2. 250, Jr.) 
E.J. Ejiya* (6-3, 230, Sr.) 
Brandon Garner’ (5-1), 230. Sr.) 
Joe Ozougwu (6-3, 227, So.) 

CB Nate Brooks* (6-0, 192. Sr.) 

CB KemonHall* (5-1), 190, Sr) 

S$ Khairi Muhammad’ (5-1), 185, Jr) 
S Ashton Preston (5-10, 193, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Cole Hedlund (5-10, 166, Sr.) 
P Blake Patterson* (6-2. 195, So.) 


S5EH3R°RSB 


BEERSIIE 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


aap srorrs ; 
SNRECRUITING REPORT 
“TOP SIGNEES AoA 
1 Alex Morris, 5 5% 

2 Reggie Williams, = 5» 

3 Kevyon Davis, 5/915 3% 


With one of Conference 
USA's top offenses already, 
addressing the defensive side 
of the ball was key for North 
Texas, which finished No. 8 in 
the C-USA rankings. 

Eleven of the Mean Green's 
top 16 signees were defensive 
players, including five who could 
play safety at the next level. 
Three junior-college defenders 
could provide immediate aid to 
a defense that allowed 35 points 
per game in 2017. 


FINE: PHELAN M, EBENHACK / AP 


) 5-YEAR RECORD 
16-21 


UAB 


2T 


ERDELY: JOHN RAOUX / AP 
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NT: National Title 


QB A.J.Erdely* (6-4, 220, Sr) 

RB Spencer Brown* (6-0, 235, So.) 
Lr James Davis* (6-2, 300, Sr.) 
LG Rishard Cook (6-3, 540, Sr.) 

C Lee Dufour’ (6-3, 300, Jr) 

RG Malique Johnson* (6-5, 520, Sr.) 
RT Justice Powers* (6~5, 300, Sr.) 
TE Logan Scott* (6-2, 240, Sr.) 

WR Jonathan Haden (5-6, 180, Sr.) 
WR Ronnie Turner Jr.* (6-4, 190, Sr.) 
WR Andre Wilson* (5-9, 179, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Stacy Keely* (6-7, 240, Sr.) 

NT Anthony Rush (6-5, 340. Sr.) 

DT Garrett Marino* (6-2, 285, Jr) 

LB Craig Kanyangarara (6-0. 235, Sr) 

LB Chris Woolbright (6-3, 250, Sr.) 
Fitzgerald Mofor®* (5-1), 245, Jr) 

NB Duke Culver (6-0. 190, Sr) 

CB OD.A. Williams (5-10, 180, Sr.) 

CB Dy’jonn Turner (5-1), 205, So.) 

FS Broderick Thomas* (6-1, 195, Sr.) 

SS Will Dawkins* (5-10, 200, Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Nick Vogel’ (5-10, 185, Jr.) 
P = Joel Dixon® (6-2, 204, Jr) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Bay srarrs, 
RECRUITING REPORT 


‘TOP SIGNEES rat ft 


1 CD Daniels, (& 5» 
2 Jalen Rayam, 015 3* 
3 Starling Thomas V, (0 3» 


The Blazers, 10th in the 
C-USA recruiting rankings, 
added numbers to a defensive 
unit that finished in the top half 
of the conference in scoring 
defense and total defense in 
2017. 

Their top five signees were 
defensive players, and seven 
of the top nine fall on that 
side of the ball. Five of those 
seven prospects will play in the 
secondary. 

Coach Bill Clark stayed 
close to home for his top three 
recruits, all of whom are from 
the Birmingham metro area. 


aS BLAZERS 


the nation was the triumphant return of UAB football. A 

program that was once shut down came back from the dead 
after two years to shocking success. The Blazers, understandably 
picked to finish last in the West, were second in the division and 
played in the Bahamas Bowl. 

Bill Clark was named the league’s Coach of the Year and 
received a contract extension through 2022. The season must 
have come as a relief to Clark. He left Jacksonville State to take 
over UAB only to see the program get shut down after the 2014 
season when he went 6-6. 

The 2017 season was the best of both worlds for Clark. The 
Blazers won immediately and also got to build for the future. They 
have 16 starters returning from that team, so they should be ready 
to challenge North Texas again for the West Division crown. 

An offense that brings back nine starters will be keyed by C-USA 
Freshman of the Year Spencer Brown, who rushed for a record 
1,329 yards with 10 touchdowns last season. His rushing yards 
were the second most by a C-USA freshman and he was named to 
the all-league second team. Brown gained the third-most rushing 
yards in school history and tallied six 100-yard rushing games. 

Brown should also have help with the addition of Ole Miss 
transfer Jarrion Street. Street will be immediately eligible due to 
the NCAA penalties at Ole Miss. The former three-star recruit was 
a linebacker with the Rebels but will be switching to tailback. 

The Blazers have solid experience at quarterback. Dual-threat 
senior A.J. Erdely passed for 2,331 yards and 16 touchdowns 
and rushed for 326 yards with 13 more scores in 2017. Erdely 
played at Middle Tennessee before going to junior college and 
then transferring to UAB. In 13 starts last year, he tied the school 
record for rushing scores and his 29 total touchdowns were the 
second most in school history. Erdely could be better with more 
established pass-catchers. The Blazers’ top receiver returning 
is Andre Wilson (54 catches, 677 yards, 6 TDs). Junior-college 
wideout Kendall Parham should also play a key role in the passing 
attack. 

The Blazers lost four starters on a defense that was the second 
best against the pass in the league, allowing 189.7 yards per game 
and picking off 14 passes. The unit returns stellar defensive back 
Broderick Thomas, who was second on the team in tackles (95) 
and had two interceptions last season. 

UAB might rely on newcomers to help out the defensive line. 

It signed three in its recruiting class and 6-4, 295-pound juco 
transfer Antonio Moultrie from Northeast Mississippi Community 
College could help quickly. Also watch out for 6-1, 284-pound 


T he best story in C-USA last season and one of the best in 


freshman tackle Adarius “Fish” McWilliams from Pensacola, Fla. 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Bill Clark 
Second year (14-11) 
CAREER RECORD: 25-15 


‘STAFF - 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Bryant Vincent (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
David Reeves (second year) 


STADIUM: Legion Field (72,000) 
TICKETS: 205-975-UAB1 

SITE: Birmingham, Ala. 
WEBSITE: uabsports.com 
TWITTER: @UAB_FB 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
DATE) OPPONENT 

4.30 Savannah State 

5.8 @COASTAL CAROLINA 
S15 Tulane 

5.29 Charlotte 

0.6 @LOUISIANA TECH 
0.13 @RICE 

0.20 North Texas 

0.27 @UTEP 

N.3 UTSA 

N10 Southern Miss 

N17 @TEXAS A&M 

N.24. @MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


» 2017 RESULTS 8-5 
IDATE OPPONENT RESULT] 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
S.2 Alabama A&M 38-7 
5.9 @BALL STATE 3-51 
$16 Coastal Carolina 30-23 
5.23. @NORTH TEXAS 43-46 
0.7 Louisiana Tech 23-22 


0.14 Middle Tennessee 25-23 
0.21 @CHARLOTTE(OT) 24-25 


0.28 @SOUTHERN MISS 30-12 
N4_ Rice 52-21 
N11 @UTSA 24-19 
N18 @FLORIDA 7-36 
N.25 UTEP 28-7 
D.22 Ohio* 6-4] 
*Bahamas Bowl 
FOLLOW STREET & SMITH'S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 95 
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LOUISIANA TECH 


BULLDOGS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Skip Holtz 

Sixth year (38-28) 
CAREER RECORD: 126-99 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Todd Fitch (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Blake Baker (fourth year) 


STADIUM: Joe Aillet Stadium 
(28,019) 

TICKETS: 318-257-3631 

SITE: Ruston, La. 

WEBSITE: latechsports.com 
TWITTER: @LATechFB 


$2018 SCHEDULE peer 
Sl @SOUTH ALABAMA 34-16 
S.8 Southern 


$.22 @LSU 

S.29 @NORTH TEXAS 23-24 
0.6 UAB 22-23 
0.13 @UTSA 20-6 
0.20 UTEP 42-21 
0.27 @FLA. ATLANTIC 23-48 


N.3 @MISSISSIPPISTATE 21-57 


N10 Rice 42-28 
N17 @SOUTHERN MISS 27-34" 
N.24 Western Kentucky 23-22 


2017 Record: 7-6 | *20T 
Beat SMU 51-10 in the Frisco Bowl 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB J'Mar Smith* (6-1, 230, Jr) 
Jaqwis Dancy (5-11, 194 Jr) 
DeVante Lovett (6-6, 290, Jr.) 
O’Shea Dugas* (6-5, 339, Sr.) 
Kody Russey* (6-|, 280, So.) 
Ethan Reed* (6-4, 297, Jr.) 
Michael Rodriguez* (6-6, 29), Sr) 
Javonte Woodard (6-0, 192, Jr) 
Adrian Hardy (6-2. 195, So.) 
Teddy Veal (6-0, 189, Sr) 
Rhashid Bonnette* (6-0, 169, Jr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Jaylon Ferguson* (6-5, 259, Sr) 

DT Keonatye Garner* (6-4. 280, Sr) 
DT Jordan Bradford’ (6-2, 280, Sr.) 

DE Matthew Ydarraga (6-3, 243, Sr.) 
Ls 
LB 


$55533°85 


Dae'Von Washington’ (5-10, 215, Sr.) 
Collin Scott (6-0. 218, Jr.) 

CB Amik Robertson* (5-9, |72, So.) 

CB LJarius Sneed* (6-1, 191, Jr) 

S  JaidenCole (6-0, 203, So) 

S Jordan Baldwin (6-1, 186, Sr) 

S Darryl Lewis* (5-1!, 207, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Carson Wyld (5-0, 199, Fr.) 
Pp Brady Farlow* (5-1), 190, Jr) 


‘Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


ouisianaTech 
was the West 
Division favorite last year 


but had to win its final two 
regular-season games just to 
finish .500 in the conference. 
The Bulldogs won their fourth 
straight bowl game by ripping 
SMU 51-10 in the Frisco Bowl. 
Still, it was a disappointing year 
after winning the West in 2016. 
The fourth-place finish was the 
lowest since Skip Holtz’s first 
season as head coach when 
the team went 4-8. One of the 
biggest problems was that the 
Bulldogs were 3-4 at home. 
That was the most losses at Joe 
Aillet Stadium under Holtz. In 
two of those games, they were 
blown out—57-21 to Mississippi 
State and 48-23 against Florida 
Atlantic. Tech was also unlucky 
with one-point losses at South 
Carolina, at UAB and at home 
against North Texas, while also 
suffering a double-overtime 
defeat to Southern Miss. 

In 2015-16, Holtz had the 
luxury of a senior at quarterback 
in, respectively, Jeff Driskel 
and Ryan Higgins. Last year, 
the signal-calling duties went to 
sophomore J’Mar Smith, who 
endured some growing pains. 
He was fourth in the league in 
passing yards per game (228.8) 
but fourth worst in passing 
efficiency (127.5). Smith threw 16 
touchdowns to five interceptions 
and also made plays with his legs 
(371 rushing yards, 6 TDs). He 
was Offensive MVP of the bowl 
game with three TD passes and a 
rushing score. 

As Smith improves, he should 
continue to benefit from wide 
receiver Teddy Veal. The Tulane 
transfer shared honors for C-USA 
Newcomer of the Year with 
North Texas wide receiver Jalen 
Guyton. Veal led the team with 
74 catches for 950 yards and 
seven scores. In the Frisco Bowl, 
he had five catches for 118 yards 
with a pair of touchdowns. 

One of the best players on 
defense last year was freshman 
cornerback Amik Robertson. 
The second-team All-C-USA 
selection had a team-high five 
interceptions, including a 
45-yard return for a score. 


SOUTHERN MISS 


GOLDEN EAGLES 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Jay Hopson 
Third year (15-11) 
CAREER RECORD: 47-28 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Shannon Dawson (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Tim Billings (first year) 

Derek Nicholson (first year) 


STADIUM: M.M. Roberts Stadium 
(36,000) 

TICKETS: 800-844-TICK 

SITE: Hattiesburg, Miss. 
WEBSITE: southernmiss.com 
TWITTER: @SouthernMissFB 


$2018 SCHEDULE peer 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 


S.1 Jackson State 


S.8 Louisiana-Monroe 28-17 
S15 @APPALACHIAN ST. 
$.22 Rice 43-34 


$.29 @AUBURN 


0.13 @NORTH TEXAS 28-43 
0.20 UTSA 31-29, 
0.27 @CHARLOTTE 66-2] 
N.3 Marshall 28-27 
N10 @UAB 12-30 
N17 Louisiana Tech 34-27* 
N.24 @UTEP 24-0 


2017 Record: 8-5 | *20T 


Lost to Florida State 42-13 In the 
Independence Bowl 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Kwadra Griggs* (6-3, 225, Sr.) 

RB Tez Parks (6-1, 210, Sr.) 

LT Drake Dorbeck* (6-6, 320, Jr.) 

LG Arvin Fletcher* (6-3, 310, So.) 

C Wyatt Richthofen (6-4, 306, So.) 
RG TyPollard* (6-6, 315, Jr.) 

RT Woodlyson Alcius (6-4, 309, So.) 

TE JayShawn Washington‘ (6-1, 240, Sr) 
WR Quez Watkins (6-2, 190, So.) 

WR Tim Jones (6-), 192, So.) 

WR Jaylond Adams (5-10, 180, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE LaDarius Harris* (6-1, 280. Sr.) 

BT Delmond Landry (6-3, 308, Sr.) 

DT Von’Darius Freeman (6-2, 339, Jr) 

DE Demarrio Smith (6-2. 264, Jr) 

LB Darian Yancey (6-1, 250, Sr.) 

LS Jeremy Sangster* (6-0, 233, Sr) 
Racheem Boothe* (6-(0, 210,50.) 

DB Xavier Marion (6-0, 205, Sr) 

DB Rachuan Mitchell (5-1, 190, So.) 

DB Tyler Barnes (5-10, 184. So,) 

DB Ernest Gunn (6-, 180, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


“ Parker Shaunfield* (6-0, 170, Sr) 
P= Zac Everett* (6-1, 190, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


outhern Miss ~~ 
was one of the 
few C-USA teams that lived 


up to expectations last year. 

It was picked to finish third in 
the league and wound up tied 
for second. The Golden Eagles 
were 3-1 in conference play 
before losing at home to UAB. 
They did win their final three 
conference games, capped by a 
28-27 road victory over Marshall. 
Coach Jay Hopson’s team was 
overmatched in its 42-13 bowl 
loss to Florida State. 

Southern Miss succeeded 
despite inconsistent quarterback 
play. Kwadra Griggs and Keon 
Howard split time before Griggs 
claimed the job. This year, 
there will be a quarterback 
competition that could include 
as many as five players. Griggs is 
the favorite. The senior passed 
for 1,879 yards with 16 scores 
and two interceptions last year. 
He struggled with his accuracy, 
completing just 55.8 percent. 
Howard, a junior, had eight 
scores but five picks. 

The Golden Eagles had the 
best running back-wide receiver 
duo in the league. Ito Smith 
(1,415 yards, 13 TDs) was second 
in the league in rushing and 
Korey Robertson (76 catches, 
1,106 yards, 12 TDs) led the 
conference in receiving yards. 
Both are gone. Smith exhausted 
his eligibility and Robertson 
entered the NFL Draft early. 

At running back, Tez Parks 
(272 yards, 1 TD) is the leading 
returning rusher. Southern 
Miss will be without its top 
three pass-catchers. Its leading 
returning receiver is Quez 
Watkins (23 catches, 337 yards). 
The sophomore has great speed 
and had four catches for 103 
yards against Kentucky. 

The Golden Eagles’ defense 
was the second best in the 
league in yards allowed (331.9 
per game). It was particularly 
solid against the run. This 
year, the defense will be led by 
sophomore linebacker Racheem 
Boothe (8.5 tackles for loss). 

Southern Miss has C-USA’s 
best returning kicker in Parker 
Shaunfield, who went 17-for-20 
on field goals last season. 


UTSA 
ROADRUNNERS 


rank Wilson got a raise 

and extension after a 

successful first season at Texas-San 
Antonio, leading the Roadrunners to a 
bowl appearance and a 6-7 record. The 
44-year-old head coach looks like a rising 
star in the making. However, last season 
had its challenges and Wilson will try to 


get this program 
on better footing. +2018 SCHEDULE 
Last year, DATE | OPPONENT 
UTSA was Team S$ @ARIZONA STATE 
Baylor 


58 
Unlucky. After S15 @KANSAS STATE 


opening the 5.22 Texas State 
season 3-0, 5.29 UTEP 
including a win ae @nIe = 

7 } ft ouisiana Tec! 
paar alae 020 BeOUTHER MISS. 
games after N10. Florida international 
September. All N17 @MARSHALL 
but the final loss N.24_ North Texas 
of the season 


came by a touchdown or less. As a result, 
the Roadrunners wasted one of the best 
defenses in the nation. They were eighth 
in the country in points allowed (17.0 per 
game), fifth in total yards allowed (287.8) 
and 12th in pass-efficiency defense (112.19). 

Senior defensive tackle Kevin Strong Jr. 
(27 tackles, 7.0 tackles for loss, 3.0 sacks) 
was a second-team All-Conference USA 
selection. He started every game and had 
sacks in the victories over Baylor, Rice and 
Marshall. End Eric Banks tied Davenport 
for the team lead with three forced 
fumbles and added 8.5 tackles for a loss. 

This team was held back by an offense 
that ranked 10th in C-USA scoring at 23.5 
points per game, Wilson fired offensive 
coordinator Frank Scelfo and replaced 
him with 36-year veteran Al Borges, 
previously a coordinator at Auburn, 
Michigan and UCLA. 

The Roadrunners need to find a 
quarterback because none of the 
returnees threw more than five passes last 
season. Junior-college product Cordale 
Grundy, sophomore and former Syracuse 
player Alin Edouard and freshman 
Frank Harris are among five scholarship 
quarterbacks. 


———— ——] 
FAST FACTS 


COACH: Frank Wilson (Third year, 12-12) 
CAREER RECORD: 12-12 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Al Borges (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jason Rollins (first year) 


STADIUM: Alamodome (65,000) 
TICKETS: 210-458-UTSA 

SITE: San Antonio 

WEBSITE: goutsa.com 
TWITTER: @UTSAFTBL 


£\ + 
& i T he David Bailiff Era came 
i to an end after Il seasons. 
Under Bailiff, Rice went to four bowl | 
: this mess. Last year, UTEP was the worst 


2017RECORD: 6-5 


RICE 
OWLS 


K 
games and he was a two-time Conference 
USA Coach of the Year. But since guiding 
the Owls to a Hawaii Bowl victory in 2014, 


the team had regressed before bottoming 
out last season. 


Rice finished 
2017 with its +2018 SCHEDULE 
worst record DATE | OPPONENT 
since 1988, when A.25 Prairie View A&M 
7 i SJ Houston 
it went 0-10 as a S8 @HAWAIL 
member of the 5,22 @SOUTHERN MISS 
now-defunct 5.29 @WAKE FOREST 
Southwest 0.6 UTSA 
Conference. The “in ees INTL. 
only team Rice 0.27 @NORTH TEXAS 
beat was winless N3 UTEP 
UTEP and it N.10 @LOUISIANA TECH 
endedtheseason ‘17 @LSU 
ona 10-game N.24 Old Dominion 
losing streak. 


The Owls had the second-worst turnover 
margin in the nation (minus-23) and the 
league’s third-worst offense (331.8 total 
yards per game). 

Former Stanford offensive coordinator 
Mike Bloomgren will try to breathe new 
life into the program. He has experience 
to work with in the Rice backfield, as its 
top two running backs return; Nahshon 
Ellerbe (409 yards, 6 TDs) and Austin 
Walter (400, 4). 

The bad news is the three quarterbacks 
who combined to throw for six 
touchdowns and 16 interceptions are 
also back. Sophomore Miklo Smalls (623 
passing yards, 308 rushing yards) might 
be the best of the veterans, but he threw 


| just one touchdown pass in six games. 


Bloomgren did bring in three 
newcomers, highlighted by Vanderbilt 


| graduate transfer Shawn Stankavage. 


Stankavage played in only one game at 
Vandy during a career that was hampered 
by injuries. Freshmen Wiley Green and 
Parker Towns could also battle to be the 
starting signal-caller. Sophomore wideout 
Aaron Cephus (25 receptions, 622 yards, 5 
TDs) is a dangerous playmaker. 


Bi SS 
FAST FACTS 


COACH: Mike Bloomgren (First year) 
STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Jerry Mack (first year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Brian Smith (first year) 


STADIUM; Rice Stadium (47,000) 
TICKETS: 713-348-OWLS 

SITE: Houston 

WEBSITE: riceowls.com 
TWITTER: @RiceFootball 


ormer Kansas State 
1 offensive coordinator Dana 


 teamtothe2014——N.7 


2017 RECORD: 1-1] 


UTEP 
MINERS 


Dimel is in charge of cleaning up 


program in the nation. It was the only FBS 


‘school to go winless, scored the fewest 

' points (11.8 per game) and tied for the 

_ fourth-worst scoring margin (minus-25.0). 
: The Miners were 


_ sobadthat their +2018 SCHEDULE 
* coach didn’t stick DMENERieNEN 
around until the S.1__ Northern Arizona 

i $8 @UNLV 

i end. Sean Kugler S15 @TENNESSEE 

_ resigned from $.22 New Mexico State 
' his alma mater $.29 @UTSA 

' after five games. 0.6 North Texas 

— Itwasn’ttoolong 0.20. @LOUISIANA TECH 
ago that Kugler pa ace 

' had guided the NJO Middle Tennessee 


@WEST. KENTUCKY 
New Mexico Bowl —_‘.24 Southern Miss 


anda 7-6 record. 


Dimel, 55, arrives with ample 
experience, having been the head coach at 


’ Wyoming and Houston. He was a longtime 
: assistant for Kansas State head coach Bill 
_ Snyder, serving three different stints. 


As a coordinator, Dimel’s best season 


: recently came in 2014 when K-State set 

: the school record for passing yards (3,736) 
» and completion percentage (65.3). Now 

' that he’s the head coach, he’ll have to 

' fix an offense that scored only 83 points 

: in conference play and lost All-America 

: offensive lineman Will Hernandez to 

_ graduation. 


The Miners’ quarterbacks combined 


__ to pass for just seven touchdowns and 


14 interceptions with a 45.5 completion 


percentage in 2017. Senior Ryan Metz is 
: the most experienced returning passer. 


Dimel brought in 6-4 junior-college 


transfer Kai Locksley and freshman 
Brayden Hawkins to compete for the job. 


Locksley, a former a four-star high school 


' recruit who signed with Texas before 

: leaving the Longhorns after two seasons, 
was the fourth-rated dual-threat QB in the 
: juco ranks last year by 247Sports. 


The best player back on defense is 


sophomore lineman Trace Mascorro. 


= 2) 
FAST FACTS 


COACH: Dana Dimel (First year) 
CAREER RECORD: 30-39 
STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Canales (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Cox (first year) 
TEAMANFO- 


2017 RECORD: 0-12 


STADIUM: Sun Bow! (51,500) 
TICKETS: 915-747-6150 
SITE: E| Paso, Texas 
WEBSITE; utepathietics.com 
TWITTER: @UTEPFB 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 
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MID-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
OVERVIEW 


Nathan Rourke, QB, Ohio 


PROJECTED 


FINISH Ohio, NIU, Toledo lead 


EAST DIVISION 
© ote crowded top half of MAC 
BOWL PROJECTION: Camellia Bow! 
2) Miami (Ohio) 
BOWL PROJECTION: Frisco Bow! 
& Buffalo BY JASON ARKLEY a year ago, return QB Nathan Rourke and 
BOWL PROJECTION: Famous Idaho Potato Athens (Ohio) Messenger the vast majority of its talent at the skill 
positions. 
4) Akron The Huskies had the best defense in 
or most of the last decade, it the league a year ago, which returns 
cay) Bowling Green hasn’t been difficult to figure out —All-America end Sutton Smith, among 
which MAC teams were going others, and has a fully intact offensive 
6) Kent State to have a real chance to win the line ready to roll. 
conference title game and potentially The Rockets? They have three former 
crash a big bowl. all-conference wideouts, the best 
A year ago, Toledo was billed as recruiting track record in the league over 
WEST DIVISION the team to beat with record-setting the last decade and the MAC’s best young 
quarterback Logan Woodside. The coach in Jason Candle. 
1 ) ight =~ 2 Rockets finished 11-3, and beat MAC East But Miami (Ohio) has more experience 
surprise winner Akron for the title. than anyone else. Buffalo has the best 
& Toledo ai aula In 2016, Western Michigan was the pass-and-catch duo in the league with 
heavy favorite to win the league and the Tyree Jackson and Anthony Johnson. = 
3) Eastern Michigan Broncos delivered with a 13-0 regular Even Eastern Michigan, victimized by a = 
POWL PROJECTION: Galien}as: bi season and a spot in the Cotton Bowl. string of close losses in 2017, returns its s 
Before that, Bowling Green won the entire offensive line and a huge portion z 
4) Western Michigan title twice in the span of three years with of an aggressive, effective defense. > 
a pair of 10-win clubs. Northern Illinois, But every contender also has at least > 
6 Central Michigan before 2016, had been in the title game one nagging question. S 
six straight years and three times finished “There is no question in my mind that Fo 
6) Ball State with 11 or more wins after starting the there are more good teams, or teams = 
season as heavy MAC West favorites. capable of winning it, than we I first = 
But it’s a new day in the MAC. started here,” says Ohio coach Frank 2 
In 2018 there are three teams— Solich, now entering his 14th season. ee 
defending champion Toledo, Northern “We have our own questions to sort = 
Illinois and Ohio-that are ahead of the out, but I think that’s the case with a lot = 
pack. The Bobcats led the MAC in scoring of teams.” S 


Toledo is the 


Can the Rockets repeat? 

defending champ and returns a wealth 
of offensive talent. But how much of a 
learning curve will there be with anew QB 
and front seven? 


STORIES TO WATCH 
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2018 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by Allen Trieu, 247Sports 2<aysron7= COMPOSITE 
eK eee Kee 
TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR  3-STAR 
SCHOOL PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS |) 
@ TOLEDO 28 0 ) 24 174.00 
© WESTERN MICHIGAN 21 0 0 19 163.69 
© BOWLING GREEN 22 0 0 13 144.03 
© NORTHERN ILLINOIS 24 0 0 14 141.69 
© KENT STATE 20 0 0 8 126.34 
© EASTERN MICHIGAN 21 0 0 8 121.54 
@® BALL STATE 19 0 0 8 114.48 
© AKRON 7 0 0 5 114.01 
© CENTRAL MICHIGAN 18 0 0 4 111.22 
© onHio 21 0 0 5 110.94 
© MIAMI (OHIO) 13 0 0 6 98.09 
© BUFFALO 13 0 0 3 81.31 


ALL-MAC 
OFFENSE 


QB Nathan Rourke, Jr., Ohio 

RB Jonathan Ward, Jr, Central Michigan 
RB James Gilbert, Jr., Ball State 

OL Max Scharping, Sr., Northern Illinois 
OL JohnKeenoy, Sr., Western Michigan 
OL James O’Hagan, Sr., Buffalo 

OL JoeLowery, Sr, Ohio 

OL Jordan Rigg, Sr., Miami 

TE Jordan Fisher, Jr., Toledo 

WR Anthony Johnson, Sr., Buffalo 

WR _ Diontae Johnson, Jr., Toledo 


DEFENSE 

DL Sutton Smith, Jr., Northern Illinois 
DL Maxx Crosby, Jr., Eastern Michigan 
DL Chuck Harris, Sr., Buffalo 

DL Jeremiah Harris, Sr., Eastern Michigan 
LB Ulysees Gilbert Ill, Sr., Akron 

LB Khalil Hodge, Sr., Buffalo 

LB Jim Jones, Sr., Kent State 

DB Sam Beal, Sr, Western Michigan 
DB Javon Hagan, Jr., Ohio 

DB Brody Hoying, Jr., Eastern Michigan 
DB Alvin Davis, Jr., Akron 


SPECIALISTS 


K — Jameson Vest, Sr, Toledo 
P Derek Adams, Jr., Kent State 


ON THE RISE 


BUFFALO 
¥ » With a big, sharp-passing 
= returning quarterback in Tyree 


Jackson and perhaps the most dangerous 
weapon in the conference with wide receiver 
Anthony Johnson, the Bulls are in position to 
challenge for the MAC East title this fall. 


2) Ohio's 
veteran head coach always has the 
Bobcats in contention but has yet to win 
the MAC title. Coming off an explosive 
offensive season, Ohio is poised fora 
return to the championship game. 


>» HEISMAN HOPEFUL 


Few players in the country 
accounted for more yardage per game 
last season than Toledo junior wideout 

Johnson exploded 

onto the scene in 2017 

with 74 receptions, a 

school-record 1,278 

receiving yards and 

13 touchdowns. An 

All-MAC selection at 
wide receiver, punt returner and kick 
returner, Johnson ranked seventh 
nationally with 148.0 all-purpose yards 
per game in 2017. 


ON THE WANE 


‘ CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

& » The Chippewas will have 
to completely revamp 

their passing game and rebuild key 

components of their pass defense. 

That's not a recipe for immediate 

success. 


© Three MAC 
coaches—Mike Neu (Ball State), 
Mike Jinks (Bowling Green) and Lance 
Leipold (Buffalo)—are facing critical 
seasons if their tenures are to continue. 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 


RATING THE MAC 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
James Gardner, Miam| 
Gardner led the MAC with 19.7 yards per catch in 2017. 


» BEST HANDS 
Diontae Johnson, WR, Toledo 
Johnson's 72-percent catch rate was the highest in the 
MAC. That doesn't include great work on punt returns. 


» BEST PASSING GB 
Tyree Jackson, Buffalo 
Jackson's 60.3 completion percentage was the best in 
the MAC among quarterbacks who return in 2017. 


» BEST RUNNING GB 
Nathan Rourke, Ohio 
Rourke was revelation in 2017 with 912 rushing yards, 
6.7 yards per attempt and 21 TDs on the ground. 


» MOST ELUSIVE RB 
Andrew Clair, Bowling Green 
Clair (725 rushing yards, 6.77 per carry) was the best 
in the MAC last season at making defenders miss. 


» BEST ATHLETE 
Sam Beal, CB, Western Michigan 
A big corner and former prep track All-American, Beal 
has the tools to be a shutdown corner at the next level. 


» BEST UNDER PRESSURE 
Max Scharping, OT, Northern Illinois 
In a league predicated on offense, Scharping stood out 
as the best QB protector in the MAC last season. 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Anthony Johnson, VV, Buffalo 
The cousin of NFL star Jadeveon Clowney, Johnson 
has the size (6-2, 207 pounds) and explosive ability to 
bea high-round draft pick next spring. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 
Antwan Reed, OT, Western Michigan 
The second-rated recruit in the conference, Reed (6-7, 
320 pounds) should plug in right away at left tackle. 


» TOP TRANSFER 
Brock Ruble, OT, Toledo 
With three O-line starters gone, the grad transfer from 
Florida State is a welcome addition at left tackle. 


» HARDEST HITTER 
Khalil Hodge, 8, Buffalo 
Hodge is a sideline-to-sideline tour de force, as 
evidenced by his 154 tackles last season. 


» BEST INTERVIEW 
Chuck Martin, head coach, Miami 
Martin has a gift for spinning unvarnished, honest 
opinions about his RedHawks—win or lose. 


» BEST HEAD COACH 
Frank Solich, Ohio 
Solich has been good for so long at Ohio it’s easy to 
overtook that he’s made one of the MAC's historically 
worst programs into one of its most consistent. 


» COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
Jeff Knowles, DC, Northern Illinois 
The Huskies return most of their best playmakers on 
defense, and Knowles will be at the helm for that unit. 


» HOTTEST SEAT 
Mike Jinks, Bowling Green 
With six wins in two years, Jinks has to take a step 
forward in'18 to ease the pressure of expectations at BG. 


» BEST GAME-DAY ATMOSPHERE 
Glass Bowl, Toledo 
Toledo led MAC in 2017 attendance (20,745 per game). 


) TOP SCHOLAR 
Derek Adams, P, Kent State 
A second-team All-MAC choice last year, Adams holds 
a 3.97 grade-point average in Entrepreneurship. 


» BEST TWEETER 
Elijah Ball, WR, Ohio 
Whether it's practice pratfalls for films or timing his 
dog in the 40, he'll provide some fun on your timeline. 
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MID-AMERICAN — EAST 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Frank Solich 
14th year (97-71) 
CAREER RECORD: 155-90 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tim Albin (14th year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Jimmy Burrow (14th year) 
Ron Collins (second year) 


STADIUM: Peden Stadium 
(24,000) 

TICKETS: 800-575-2287 
SITE: Athens, Ohio 
WEBSITE: ohiobobcats.com 
TWITTER: @OhioFootball 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 

S11 Howard 

$15 @VIRGINIA 

$.22 @CINCINNATI 

$.29 Massachusetts 

0.6 @KENT STATE 

0.13. @NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
0.20 Bowling Green 

0.25 Ball State 

N.1 @WESTERN MICHIGAN 
N.7 @MIAMI (OHIO) 
N14 Buffalo 

N.23 Akron 


+2017 RESULTS 9-4 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
S.2 Hampton 59-0 
5.8 @PURDUE 21-44 
S.16 Kansas 42-30 


S.23. @EASTERN MICHIGAN 27-20° 
S.30 @MASSACHUSETTS 58-50 


0.7 Central Michigan 23-26 
0.14 @BOWLINGGREEN 48-30 
0.21 Kent State 48-3 
0.31 Miami (Ohio) 45-28 
N.8 Toledo 38-10 
N14. @AKRON 34-37 
N.24 @BUFFALO 24-31 
D.22 UAB** 41-6 
*20T 

**Bahamas Bowl 


OHIO 


BOBCATS 


: 


offense that was more productive than any other under 

longtime head coach Frank Solich. Ohio averaged 39.1 
points a game (a program record) and if not for some turnover 
issues in key spots—the Bobcats were minus-8 in turnover ratio in 
three MAC losses to Central Michigan, Akron and Buffalo—a return 
trip to the MAC title game seemed likely. 

But it didn’t happen. The loss at Akron denied Ohio the division 
title, and the Bobcats had to settle for a 9-4 season with a bowl 
victory as a consolation prize. But the Bobcats will be in the thick 
of the hunt again in 2018 thanks to an offense that returns nearly 
intact. 

Ohio found another gear when quarterback Nathan Rourke 
took over the starter’s role last season. He was accurate enough 
(2,203 passing yards, 17 touchdowns, 7 interceptions, 55.1 percent 
completions), but Rourke’s ability to run within the offense—Ohio 
tortured MAC opponents with an assortment of QB reads and 
keepers—pushed the Bobcats to new heights. Rourke rushed for 
912 yards and a program-record 21 touchdowns. 

Now a returning starter, Rourke will have plenty of help. Ohio 
returns four starters on the offensive line, including an All-MAC 
left side in tackle Joe Lowery and guard Joe Anderson. Senior 
running back A.J. Ouellette (1,006 yards in 2017) has led the 
team in rushing in three of the past four seasons. Ohio will have 
to break in two new tight ends but returns three of the top four 
wideouts from a year ago in seniors Papi White (631 yards) and 
Andrew Meyer (483) and sophomore Cameron Odom. 

Ohio may need all the points it can get. There could be some 
growing pains defensively as the Bobcats will be looking for six 
new starters in the front seven. As many as four sophomores 
could be first-time starters in that front seven, but senior 
linebacker Evan Croutch (70 tackles, 6.0 tackles for loss) will offer 
a bit of stability. 

Longtime defensive coordinator Jimmy Burrow will have a 
deep secondary to work with, however. Junior safety Javon Hagan 
(85 tackles, 8 passes defended) returns as a two-time All-MAC 
honoree, and seniors Kylan Nelson (strong safety) and Jalen Fox 
(cornerback) are returning starters with a combined 21 passes 
defended. 

A rock-solid group on special teams—placekicker Louie Zervos 
and punter Michael Farkas give Ohio the best combo in the MAC- 
will be a strength again. 

Ohio hasn’t won a MAC championship since 1968, and Solich 
has put the Bobcats in the title game four times over his previous 
13 seasons. If the defense comes together up front, and Rourke 
takes the expected next step as a passer, Ohio will have another 
chance to end that drought in December. 


T he Bobcats blew out the record book in 2017 with an 
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5-YEAR RECORD 
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» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Nathan Rourke* (6-2, 209, Jr.) 
RB A.J. Quellette* (5-9, 205. Sr.) 
LT Joe Lowery* (6-7, 305, Sr.) 

LG Joe Anderson* (6-6, 340, Sr.) 
C Steven Hayes (6-4, 308, Jr.) 
RG Hagen Meservy* (6-3, 293, So.) 
RT Austen Pleasants* (6-7. 328, Jr.) 
TE Connor Brown (6-6, 25), Sr.) 
WR Elijah Ball (6-3, 193, Jr) 

WR Andrew Meyer* (6-0, 187, Sr.) 
WR Papi White* (5-9, 168, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Amir Miller (6-5, 244, So.) 
DY Kent Berger (6-5, 277, Sr.) 
NT Andrew Payne (6-2, 276, Sr.) 
DE will Evans (6-2, 243, So.) 
OLB Evan Croutch* (6-0, 227, Sr.) 
MLB Jared Dorsa (6-2, 225, So.) 
OLB Dylan Conner (5-1), 216, So.) 
CB Jalen Fox* (5-1), 186, Sr.) 

CB Marlin Brooks (5-10, }65, So.) 
FS Javon Hagan* (6-0, 207, Jr) 
SS KylanNelson* (5-10. 192. Sr) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Louie Zervos* (5-9, 174, Jr.) 
P Michael Farkas* (6-4, 195, Jr) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2a SPORTS. 
MRECRUITING REPORT 
“TOP SIGNEES Sine 
1 Zach Burks, 0) S© 

2 Jeremiah Wood, ©! * 

3 Jamison Collier, 4) 5* 


The Bobcats get a strong 
class in the trenches, led by 
Zach Burks, a junior-college 
product who was once 
committed to Kansas. 

Offensive tackle Bryce Ramer 
is a standout, as are tight ends 
Alec Burton and Bryce Stai, who 
has NFL bloodlines. Jeremiah 
Wood brings size to the 
secondary while Jamison Collier 
can play wide receiver, safety or 
grow into a linebacker. 

Quarterback Joe Mischler 
threw for 3,255 yards as a senior 
and looks like the quarterback of 
the future in Athens. 


SOLICH: CARLOS OSORIO / AP 


MIAMI (OHIO) 


REDHAWKS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Chuck Martin 
Fifth year (16-33) 
CAREER RECORD: 90-40 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
George Barnett (fifth year) 
Eric Koehler (fifth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
John Hauser (third year) 
Spence Nowinsky (first year) 


STADIUM: Yager Stadium (24,286) 
TICKETS: 513-529-HAWK 

SITE: Oxford, Ohio 

WEBSITE: miamiredhawks.com 
TWITTER: @MiamiOHFootball 


§2018 SCHEDULE peer 
Fe Cee ed OPPONENT RESULT 
S.) Marshall 26-31 
$8 Cincinnati 7-21 
5.15 @MINNESOTA 

§.22 @BOWLING GREEN 29-37 
$.29 Western Michigan 


0.6 @AKRON 24-14 
0.13 Kent State 14-17 
0,20 @ARMY WEST POINT 

0.30 @BUFFALO 24-14 
N77 Ohio 28-45 
N.14. @NORTHERN ILLINOIS 

N.20 Ball State 28-7 


2017 Record: 5-7 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Gus Ragland" (6-1, 215, Sr.) 

RB Alonzo Smith* (5-10. 208, Sr.) 
LT . Jordan Rigg* (6-4, 294, Sr.) 

LG Sam McCollum’ (6-3, 500, Sr) 
C Mitch Palmer* (6-2, 290, Sr) 

RG Jarrett LaRubbio* (6-5, 300. Jr) 
RT Matt Skibinskl* (6-5, 295, Jr) 
TE Nate Becker (6-5, 264, Sr.) 

WR James Gardner’ (6-4, 216, Sr.) 
WR Luke Mayock (6-5, 2/6, Jr.) 

WR Tyler Fleetwood (6-1, 201, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE DougCostin* (6-2, 285, Jr) 

DY Mack Duffin (6-2. 290, Sr.) 

NT Nate Trawick* (5-1), 335, Sr.) 

DE Pasquale Calcagno* (6-4, 250, Sr.) 
OLB DeAndre Montgomery® (6-2, 228, Sr.) 
MLB Junior McMullen* (6-), 245, Sr) 
OLB Brad Koenig* (6-1, 225, Sr) 

CB Cedric Asseh (6-0, 190, Jr) 

CB Deondre Daniels* (5-11, 196, Sr.) 
FS  Zedrick Raymond (6-0, 180, Jr.) 
SS Josh Allen’ (6-0, 205, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K = SamSloman’ (5-8, 208, Jr.) 
P Kyle Kramer* (6-3, 208, Jr) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


iami’s it 
predicted 
breakthrough didn’t 


happen in 2017, but fifth-year 
coach Chuck Martin has all the 
pieces in place to recycle that 
narrative in 2018. 

Martin is just 16-33 in four 
years at Miami, but 6-7 and 5-7 
finishes over the last two years 
instilled enough confidence 
about the RedHawks’ future that 
he earned a two-year contract 
extension in March. To be sure, 
Martin has done a good job 
rebuilding Miami-the RedHawks 
were 0-12 in 2013—but it’s time 
for a big payoff. 

{t could happen this fall. 
Miami will have seniors in 15 of 
the 22 starting positions (with 
seven fifth-year seniors) and 
returns 16 of the starting 22 from 
2017. 

Quarterback Gus Ragland 
(2,032 yards, 19 TDs, 7 INTs in 
2017) is poised to be a third-year 
starter despite new competition 
in camp from Michigan transfer 
Alex Malzone. Wide receiver 
James Gardner (927 yards, 11 
TDs) is a matchup problem 
on the outside and one of the 
best big-play threats in the 
conference. On the ground, 
Miami returns all five starters 
on the offensive line and steady 
runners Alonzo Smith (660 
yards) and Kenny Young (781) 
will split duties at running back. 

The defense was third in the 
MAC last season (in scoring 
and total defense) and returns 
virtually the entire front seven. 
The linebacking group—with 
seniors Brad Koenig, Junior 
McMullen and De’Andre 
Montgomery-—is the best 
collection in the MAC. Two 
new starters have to be found 
in the secondary, but returning 
cornerbacks Deondre Daniels 
and Cedric Asseh had 17 passes 
defended and will be good 
building blocks. 

But Miami will have to 
figure out a way to pressure the 
quarterback (just 18 sacks in 
17) and win close games. The 
RedHawks are just 5-19 in one- 
possession games under Martin, 
and in the parity-driven MAC, 
close games are the expectation. 


BUFFALO 


BULLS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Lance Leipold 
Fourth year (13-23) 
CAREER RECORD: 122-29 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Andy Kotelnicki (fourth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian Borland (fourth year) 


STADIUM: UB Stadium (29,013) 
TICKETS: 877-UB-THERE 

SITE: Buffalo 

WEBSITE: ubbulls.com 
TWITTER: @UBFootball 


#2018 SCHEDULE peer 
gee ae OPPONENT RESULT 
S| Delaware State 

S.8 @TEMPLE 

S.15 Eastern Michigan 


$.22 @RUTGERS 


S.29 Army West Point 17-21 
0.6 @CENT. MICHIGAN 

0.13 Akron 20-21 
0.20 @TOLEDO 

0.30 Miami (Ohio) 14-24 
N.6 Kent State 27-13 
N14. @OHIO 31-24 


N.23 @BOWLING GREEN 38-28 
2017 Record: 6-6 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

Tyree Jackson* (6-7, 245, Jr) 
Emmanuel Reed* (5-3, /90, Jr) 
Evin Kslezarczyk* (6-6, 315, Jr) 
Skylar Hartley (6-2, 300, Sr.) 
James O'Hagan’ (6-3, 505, Sr.) 
Tomas Jack-Kurdyla* (6-4. 302. Jr.) 
Jacquis Webb (6-6, 340, Sr) 

Tyler Mabry* (6-3, 250, Jr.) 
Anthony Johnson* (6-2. 207, Sr) 
K.J. Osborn® (6-0, 200, Jr.) 
Antonio Nunn (5-1), 193, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Kennedy Emesibe (6-3, 255, Sr.) 
DT Chibueze Onwuka (6-0, 255, So.) 
NT Justin Brandon* (6-1, 305, Sr.) 
DE Chuck Harris* (6-4, 265, Sr.) 
OLB Kadofi Wright (6-3, 205, So.) 
MLB Khalil Hodge” (6-), 235, Sr) 
OLB Jordan Collier* (5-1), 217, Sr) 
CB Cameron Lewils* (5-1!, 185, Sr) 
CB Tatum Slack* (5-9, 190, Sr.) 

FS Joey Banks (5-10, 205, Jr.) 

SS DevLamour (6-2, 200. Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 


K = Adam Mitcheson* (6-2, 205, Sr) 
P Evan Finegan (5-11, 208, Fr.) 


$£5d358°5588 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 


ot all 6-6 b. ~~” 
N records are 

created equal. Take for 
instance the Bulls’ mark in 2017. 

Buffalo weathered three 
injured quarterbacks, a 
seven-overtime loss to Western 
Michigan and the loss of its top 
running back to finish the season 
on an uptick and head into this 
year as a threat to win the MAC 
East. 

Those hopes are based in 
large part on the dynamic 
pass-catch combo of junior QB 
Tyree Jackson and senior flanker 
Anthony Johnson. Jackson, a 
stout 6-7 and 245 pounds, shed 
his run-first label last season 
with 2,096 passing yards and 12 
touchdowns while completing 
60.3 percent of his throws. He 
missed four games in 2017 with 
injury, and UB lost three of 
them. 

Johnson, meanwhile, was 
simply awesome (76 catches, 
1,356 yards, 14 TDs). With NFL 
size (6-2, 207) and speed to 
match, he demanded extra 
coverage, and the rest of the 
returning Bulls took advantage. 
Wideouts K.J. Osborn and 
Antonio Nunn and tight end 
Tyler Mabry combined for 74 
catches, 1,036 yards and six 
TDs. Add in an offensive line 
with three returning starters and 
running back Emmanuel Reed 
(840 yards, 9 TDs), and the Bulls 
should be able to score with 
anyone in the MAC. 

Defensively, Buffalo has a 
chance to improve on a unit that 
was solid (24.8 ppg allowed, 
49th nationally) with senior 
playmakers entrenched at every 
level. End Chuck Harris and nose 
tackle Justin Brandon anchor 
the line, and linebacker Khalil 
Hodge (154 total tackles) was a 
sideline-to-sideline “sweeper” 
in the middle. Cornerbacks 
Cameron Lewis and Tatum Slack 
will have to do more, however, 
as Buffalo is replacing two 
starters at safety. 

A bowlL-season is possible 
for Buffalo—UB was just 2-10 
in 2016—and with a couple of 
breaks the Bulls could find 
themselves with a MAC East 
title. 
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AKRON 
ZIPS 


in 2017. Sure, Akron pulled off 

a late-season home upset over Ohio and 
parlayed that win into its first MAC East 
Division title in 12 seasons. 

But Akron finished at 7-7 thanks to ugly, 
lopsided losses in its last two games of 
the year. The combined tally in the MAC 


| t was a weird year for the Zips : 


title game loss 
to Toledo and 2018 SCHEDULE 
the bowl loss to DATE | OPPONENT 
Florida Atlantic Sl @NEERASKA 
. S.8 Morgan State 
was an unsightly = ¢5 @NORTHWESTERN 
95°31. 5.22 @IOWA STATE 
The Zips 0.6 Miami (Ohio) 
squeezed out 0.13 @BUFFALO 
some good wins 0.20 @KENT STATE 
wa 0.27 Central Michigan 
and beat Ohio, Nl Northern Illinois 
Buffalo and N10 @EAST. MICHIGAN 
Western Michigan —_N.17_ Bowling Green 
by a combined N.25_ @OHIO 
five points thanks 


to an opportunistic defense that finished 
the year with a plus-10 turnover ratio. 
But such a performance will be hard to 
replicate with a roster in somewhat of a 
state of flux. 

Coach Terry Bowden has his quarterback 
of the future with sophomore Kato Nelson. 
Nelson beat Ohio (322 yards passing, 4 TDs), 
but struggled after that, throwing for only 
326 yards in his final three games. And there 
will be more growing pains for an offense 
that returns few proven options beyond 
wide receiver Kwadarrius Smith (726 
receiving yards, 7 TDs). 

But while Akron is replacing two of its 
top three running backs, seven of its top 
eight receiving targets and 33 of 70 starts 
on the offensive line, the defense will 
still have some bite. End Jamal Davis II, 
outside linebacker Ulysees Gilbert III and 
cornerback Kyron Brown were three of 
the principal havoc-creators in 2017 and 
return to lead that unit. 

Bowden has averaged six wins per year 
over the last five—Akron averaged 2.9 over 
the seven previous before he arrived—so 
he’ll have the Zips in the mix. But barring 
another huge turnover-ratio year, Akron is 
due for a step back. 


——SS==ay 
FAST FACTS 2017 RECORD: 7-7 


COACH: Terry Bowden (Seventh year, 31-44) 
CAREER RECORD: 171-106-2 

STAPF : 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

A.J. Milwee (sixth year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

TBD 

TEAMINEO 

STADIUM: InfoCision Stadium (30,000) 
TICKETS: 888-99-AKRON 


Jarret Doege won 


BOWLING GREEN 
FALCONS 


Falcons coach Mike Jinks, 

whose 6-18 mark in two years is 
a cold splash of water in the face of a 
fanbase that had grown accustomed to 
MAC East titles under his predecessor, 
Dino Babers. 

Offensively, the Falcons aren’t far away 

from being where 


+ if he heat is on for third-year ie 


they want to » 2018 SCHEDULE 
be, Sophomore DATE OPPONENT 
quarterback S| @OREGON 

S.8 Maryland 


; Si 
the job outright —§>> jaamiconiy 
last season and 5.29 @GEORGIA TECH 
was efficient 0.6 @TOLEDO 
(63.8 percent oo ver Michigan 
completions, 0.30 Kent State 
1,381 yards, 12 NO @CENT. MICHIGAN 
TDs, 3 INTs) fora N17 @AKRON 
first-year starter. N.23, Buffalo 
There are quality 


receiving options in place with slot Scott 
Miller (63 catches, 722 yards) and 6-5 
big-play threat Datrin Guyton (18.9 yards 
per catch) on the outside. 

Bowling Green became a run-first 
offense toward the end of last season and 
will have one of the more exciting backs 
in the league returning in sophomore 
Andrew Clair (725 yards, 6.8 per carry). 
The Falcons have to rework the offensive 
line a bit—multiyear starters Tim McAuliffe 
and Ryan Hunter are gone—but with 
another year to develop for Doege and 
Clair, it appears BGSU will be able to win 
the occasional shootout. 

And there may be a few of them. The 
Falcons’ defense was a disaster in 2017, as 


per game it allowed. Bowling Green scored 
27 or more points and lost five times, 

Jinks brought in Carl Pelini-the former 
FAU head coach and longtime defensive 
coordinator for brother Bo at Nebraska 
and Youngstown State-to fix the defense. 
Pelini will have a lot of returning players, 
but the Falcons will be starting from 
scratch on that side of the ball. It’s hard to 
see BG engineering enough improvement 
defensively to be a division threat. 


ae ee 
FAST FACTS 


COACH: Mike Jinks (Third year, 6-18) 

CAREER RECORD: 6-18 

STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 

Andy Padron (third year) and Kevin Kilmer (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Carl Pelini (first year) 

TEAM INFO 

STADIUM: Doyt L. Perry Stadium (24,000) 

TICKETS: 877-247-8842 


2017RECORD: 2-10 


KENT STATE 
GOLDEN FLASHES 


Flashes, with first-year coach 

Sean Lewis beginning the task of trying 
to turn one of the worst offenses in the 
country into a reasonable facsimile of the 
fast-paced, high-scoring style he’s familiar 
with. 

Lewis, a former co-offensive 


t t’s reset time for the Golden 


: coordinator at 
_ Syracuse, helped 2018 SCHEDULE 
: head coach DATE OPPONENT 
Dino Babers Sj @ILLINOIS 
. S.8 Howard 
_ employ effective ci; @pENN STATE 
: Offensivesbothin — ¢ 99 @OLE MISS 
: upstate New York 5.29 @BALL STATE 
for the Orange 0.6 Ohio 
and previously at 0-13. @MIAMI (OHIO) 
Bowlin ea in eee 
6 0.30 @BOWLING GREEN 
i the MAC, At Kent N.6 @BUFFALO 
' State, however, N15 Toledo 
he'll facea N.23 Eastern Michigan 
: challenge. 


The Flashes averaged just 12.8 points 


and 275.2 total yards per game in 2017. 


Kent State, swamped by three quarterback 
injuries last season, threw for just 122.7 


yards per game. 


Revving up the offense and the passing 


game will be job No. 1 for Lewis, and 


he’ll have to settle on a quarterback first. 


Junior Mylik Mitchell has had two seasons 
_ shortened by injury. Sophomore Dustin 


Crum was ineffective for much of last 


year. 


Former Auburn recruit Woody 
Barrett, who played three games for the 


' Tigers, was signed out of the Mississippi 
: junior-college ranks to take control of 

' the offense. There’s little talent at wide 
evidenced by the 38 points and 506.6 yards _ 
: Justin Rankin has led KSU in receptions 


receiver on the roster—running back 


the past two years—but Lewis signed five 
three-star recruits as part of the 2018 
class. 

Kent State’s defense slipped some in 


2017 but returns one of the MAC’s best 


defenders in outside linebacker Jim Jones. 
It's hard to see this program gaining 
immediate traction under Lewis, so 2018 


should be viewed for what it is: the first 
' step ina complete rebuilding process. 


FAST FACTS 


COACH: Sean Lewis (First year) 


2017 RECORD: 2-10 


__ OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


Andrew Sowder (first year) 


| DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


Tom Kaufman (first year) 


STADIUM: Dix Stadium (25,319) 


! TICKETS: 330-672-2244 
= SITE: Kent, Ohio 


SITE: Akron, Ohio 
WEBSITE: gozips.com 
TWITTER: @ZipsFB 


(Lostto Florida 
AtlanticintheBoca | 
Raton Bowl, 50-3) - 


SITE: Bowling Green, Ohio 
WEBSITE: bgosufalcons.com 
TWITTER: @BG_Football 


: WEBSITE: kentstatesports.com 
: TWITTER: @KentStFootball 


CHILDERS: GREGORY BULL / AP 
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OFFENSE 

@B Marcus Childers* (6-0, 216, So.) 
RB Marcus Jones (5-8, 204, Jr.) 

LT Max Scharping* (6-6, 320, Sr.) 
LG Jordan Steckler* (6-5, 313, Jr.) 
C Luke Shively* (6-3, 286, Sr.) 
RG Nathan Veloz* (6-4, 306, Jr.) 
RT Ryan Roberts* (6-6, 307, Jr.) 
TE Mitchell Brinkman (6-5, 250, Jr) 
WR Jauan Wesley (5-1/, 182. Sr.) 
WR D.J. Brown’ (5-9, 188, Sr.) 

WR Spencer Tears* (6-0, 19), Jr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Josh Corcoran* (6-3, 250, Sr) 
NT Jack Heflin* (6-3, 298, So.) 

DT BenLeRoy* (6-2. 280, Jr) 

DE Sutton Smith* (6-0, 225, Jr) 
OLB Lance Deveaux Jr. (5-10, 205, Jr) 
MLB Kyle Pugh (6-0, 230, Jr) 

OLB Antonio Jones-Davis (5-1), 218, Jr) 
CB JalenEmbry (5-1), 194, Sr) 

CB Albert Smalls* (6-0, 200, Sr) 

FS  Mykelti Williams* (5-1), 205, Jr) 
SS Trequan Smith (5-11, 195. Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 
«Andrew Gantz (5-9, 178, Sr.) 
P Matt Ference* (5-11, 187, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Bay srorrs. 
SRECRUITING REPORT 


“TOP SIGNEES 

1 Charles Robinson, |= 5» 
2 Marques Cox, 9) 5% 

3 Justin Hall, &5 3 


Many of the signees in this 
strong class had opportunities 
at Power Five schools. That 
includes athletic tight end 
Charles Robinson, who had an 
offer from Minnesota. 

Justin Hall, who’s fast and 
elusive, has star potential. 
Antwain Walker, a one-time 
Illinois commit, and Devin Haney 
form a big, skilled cornerback 
duo. 

Reggie Jennings held an early 
offer from Wisconsin and fellow 
linebacker Joe Bonds also drew 
Big Ten interest. Quarterback 
Jyran Mitchell is a dangerous 
athlete. 


AR RATIN 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


HUSKIES 


— 


arcus Childers 


coach Rod Carey used defense, more defense and just enough 

of a ground game to carve out eight wins. 

Northern Illinois, once the class of the MAC, was just 5-7 in 
2016. But the Huskies rebounded after Carey turned to freshman 
quarterback Marcus Childers (1,674 yards passing, 57.4 percent, 
16 TDs, 5 INTs) last season. 

Four games in, Carey turned to Childers and NIU won six of its 
next seven games. Childers, who added 473 rushing yards, kept 
mistakes to a minimum and got out of the way as the Huskies 
developed a ferocious defense that kept them in games. 

Northern led the MAC in scoring defense (22.0 points per 
game), total defense (338.5 yards per game) and sacks (43). And 
the reason the Huskies should be at or near the top of the MAC 
this year is that defense returns most of its pieces. 

Junior defensive end Sutton Smith, once a running back, 
exploded onto the scene in 2017. He was a terror off the edge and 
led the nation with 29.5 tackles for loss and tied for the national 
lead with 14 sacks. Smith is one cog, albeit the most productive 
one, in a front four that amassed 60 tackles for loss and 30 sacks 
a year ago. Opposite end Josh Corcoran (8.5 tackles for loss) and 
disruptive tackle Ben LeRoy (7.5) also return. 

The Huskies lose All-MAC cornerback Shawun Lurry and a 
whole trio of linebackers—including Jawuan Johnson, who left 
NIU via grad transfer this spring—but return middle linebacker 
Kyle Pugh (lost to injury in 2017) and three other starters in the 
secondary. 

If NIU can find more success in the air and develop some big- 
play potential, the Huskies should be a top contender to win the 
MAC West. Childers has his entire starting offensive line back in 
front of him, and a trio of running backs with experience—headed 
up by junior Marcus Jones (350 yards)—will provide consistency. 

Carey’s team gets both Toledo and Ohio at home this season, 
which means the opportunity will be there for the taking. A brutal 
nonconference schedule—vs. Utah, at Iowa and at Florida State— 
means a run a New Year’s bow! is probably off the table, however. 

But if a vertical threat develops, say experienced wide receivers 
Jauan Wesley or Spencer Tears, then NIU will be back to its 
accustomed place atop the MAC West. 


d t was a bit of a throwback year for the Huskies in 2017, as head 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 

Rod Carey 
Sixth year (44-24) 
CAREER RECORD: 44-24 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Uremovich (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jeff Knowles (first year) 


STADIUM: Huskie Stadium 
(24,000) 

TICKETS; 815-753-PACK 
SITE: DeKalb, Ill. 
WEBSITE: niuhuskies.com 
TWITTER: @NIU_Football 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 


S1 @IOWA 

$.8 Utah 

$.15 Central Michigan 

$.22 @FLORIDA STATE 
$.29 @EASTERN MICHIGAN 
0.6 @BALL STATE 

0.13 Ohio 

0.27 @BYU 

N11 @AKRON 

N.7 Toledo 

N.14 Miami (Ohio) 

N.20 @WESTERN MICHIGAN 


» 2017 RESULTS 8-5 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
S.1___ Boston College 20-23 
S.9 Eastern Illinois 38-10 
5.16 @NEBRASKA 21-17 
S.30 @SANDIEGOSTATE 28-34 
07 Kent State 24-3 
0.14 @BUFFALO 14-13 
0.21 @BOWLING GREEN 48-17 
0.26 Eastern Michigan 30-27" 
N.2 @TOLEDO 17-27 
N.9 Ball State 63-17 
N.15 Western Michigan 35-31 
N.24 @CENT. MICHIGAN 24-3) 
D.26 Duke** 14-36 
‘OT 
**Quick Lane Bowl 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 
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MID-AMERICAN — WEST 


ROCKETS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 
Jason Candle 
Third year (21-7) 
CAREER RECORD: 2]-7 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian Wright (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian George (third year) 


STADIUM: Glass Bowl (26,248) 
TICKETS: 419-530-GOLD 
SITE: Toledo, Ohio 

WEBSITE: utrockets.com 
TWITTER: @ToledoFB 


*2018 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 

S$. VMI 

S15 Miami (Fla.) 30-52 
S.22 Nevada 

S.29_ @FRESNO STATE 

0.6 Bowling Green 66-37 
0.13. @EAST. MICHIGAN 20-15 
0,20 Buffalo 

0.25 @WEST. MICHIGAN 37-10 
0.31 Ball State 58-17 


N.7 @NORTHERNILLINOIS. 27-17 
N15 @KENT STATE 
N.23 Central Michigan 30-10 


2017 Record: 11-3 
Beat Akron 45-28 inthe 
MAC Championship Game 


Lost to Appalachian State 34-0 inthe 
Dollar General Bow! 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


Mitchell Guadagni (6-2. 200, Jr) 
Shakif Seymour (5-1), 218, So.) 
Brock Ruble (6-8, 525, Sr.) 

Sami Kassem* (6-4, 520, Sr.) 
Bryce Harris* (6-5. 285, Jr) 
Luke Doerger (6-3, 285, So.) 
Yazeed Atariwa (6-4, 515, Sr) 
Jordan Fisher* (6-3, 225, Jr.) 
Jon'Vea Johnson* (6-0, 188, Sr) 
Diontae Johnson* (5-1], 18), Jr) 
WR Cody Thompson (6-2, 205, Sr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Tuzar Skipper (6-3, 246, Sr) 
wT Edrick Mathews (6-3, 290, So.) 
DT Nate Childress* (6-5, 292, Jr.) 
DE Willie Ross Jr. (6-), 278, Jr) 
OLS Richard Olekanma (6-2, 245, Sr.) 
MLB Tyler Taafe* (6-1, 230. Sr) 

OV DeDarallo Blue* (6-0, 200, Jr) 
©S Justin Clark (5-11, 175, So) 

©8 Ka’dar Hollman* (6-0. 190. Sr.) 
FS Josh Teachey* (5-1), 190, Sr) 
SS Kahlil Robinson* (6-0, 175, Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 


% Jameson Vest* (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
P Bailey Flint* (6-4, 228, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


$958 °R SEB 
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2018 STREET & SMITH’S COLLE 


TOLEDO 


ason Candle een 

has proven in 

two years he doesn’t have 
to take a backseat to anyone 
in the MAC, or in terms of the 
recent coaching lineage with the 
Rockets. 

Candle, now 21-7 in two years 
at Toledo, ended the Rockets’ 
13-year MAC title drought last 
year by dismantling East champ 
Akron. Toledo was an offensive 
load, but the test now is to see if 
the Rockets can reload quickly 
enough to make another run at 
the conference crown. 

There are plenty of offensive 
weapons to replace. Quarterback 
Logan Woodside leaves, and 
takes 10,514 career passing yards 
with him. Also gone is All-MAC 
running back Terry Swanson 
and a pair of all-conference 
offensive tackles. 

But Toledo will usher in a 
new backfield with the best 
receiving corps in the MAC. 
Diontae Johnson (74 catches 
for 1,278 yards in 2017), Jon’Vea 
Johnson (1,462 receiving yards 
in 2016-17) and Cody Thompson 
(64 catches for 1,269 yards in 
2016) give the Rockets three 
wideouts who have all earned 
all-conference honors and 
caught 10 touchdown passes or 
more in a single season. It’s the 
first time in NCAA history that 
has been the case. 

Running back Shakif Seymour 
(6.1 yards per carry in 2017) will 
head up the ground game, and 
an offensive line that lost three 
starters will be bolstered by the 
return of former starter Yazeed 
Atariwa (from injury) and the 
addition of graduate transfer 
Brock Ruble (ex-Florida State). 

Toledo returns four of five 
starters in the secondary and 
nine of its top 10 defensive 
backs. But if the Rockets are to 
repeat, they will have to shore 
up a front seven that got pushed 
around in losses to Miami (Fla.), 
Ohio and Appalachian State. 

Toledo will have four new 
starters in the front six. Even 
if new QB Mitchell Guadagni 
settles in quickly with the 
devastating talent at wideout, 
the Rockets must get stops on 
the ground to defend their title. 


GE FOOTBALL 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 


EAGLES 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Chris Creighton 
Fifth year (15-34) 
CAREER RECORD: 154-80 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Aaron Keen (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Neal Neathery (third year) 


STADIUM: Rynearson Stadium 
(30,200) 

TICKETS: 734-487-3669 
SITE: Ypsilanti, Mich. 
WEBSITE: emueagles.com 
TWITTER: @EMUFB 


S.8 @PURDUE 

S15 @BUFFALO 

S.22 @SAN DIEGO STATE 

$.29 Northern Illinois 27-30" 
0.6 @WEST. MICHIGAN 17-20" 
0.13 Toledo 15-20 
0.20 @BALL STATE 56-14 
0.27 Army West Point 27-28 
N.3 Central Michigan 30-42 
N10 Akron 

N.23. @KENT STATE 


2017 Record: 5-7 | *OT 


»PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

Isaac Stiebeling (6-4, 210, So.) 
Jan Eriksen* (5-10, 210, Sr.) 
Chris Bukoski* (6-5, 295, Sr.) 
Jeremy Hickey* (6-4, 310, Sr) 
Dakota Tallman’ (6-5, 310, Sr.) 
Jimmy Leatiota* (6-3, 295, Sr) 
Steve Nielsen* (6-8, 320, Jr.) 
Bryce Kemp (6-5, 235, Jr.) 
Mathew Sexton (5-1/, 180. Jr) 
Isaac Holder (5-1), 175, Jr.) 
Eddie Daugherty (5-7, 170, Sr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Maxx Crosby* (6-5, 265, Jr) 
NT Chris Hendricks (6-5, 300, Sr.) 
DT Kwanii Figueroa (6-2, 290, Sr.) 
DBE Jeremiah Harris* (6-5, 255, Sr) 
OLB Jaylen Pickett (6-0, 225, Sr) 
MLS Kyle Rachwal (6-3, 240, Sr) 
ROV Vince Calhoun’ (5-1), 185, Jr.) 
©B Ross Williams* (5-1), 175, Sr) 
CB Kevin McGill* (6-2, 195, Jr) 

FS Justin Moody* (5-10, 185, St.) 
SS Brody Hoying* (5-1), 205, Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 
® Paulie Fricano* (5-10, 195, Jr.) 
P Jake Julien* (6-2, 220, So.) 


SSS 5R°R GBB 


"Returning Starter 
Street 8 Smith's All-American 


punch losses, no 

team had more of them in 
2017 than the Eagles. 

During a six-game losing skid 
in the middle of the season, 
Eastern Michigan lost three 
overtime games (twice thanks 
to short field-goal misses), 
dropped a one-possession game 
at Kentucky, lost 20-15 to MAC 
champ Toledo and got edged 
by Army, 28-27, after a late two- 
point try failed. 

Eastern had a winning season 
and a bowl bid in 2016, anda 
minus-3 scoring margin. The 
Eagles were 5-7 in 2017, but had 
a scoring margin of plus-33. 

This season could see some 
of the luck even out. The Eagles 
could have, again, one of the 
best defenses in the MAC and, 
despite a completely revamped 
passing attack, should be able 
to develop some consistency on 
offense. 

The Eagles lose QB Brogan 
Roback (8,653 career passing 
yards) and four of their top five 
pass receivers. The good news 
is that virtually every running 
back on the roster returns, as 
does every starting member of 
the offensive line. With tailbacks 
Tan Eriksen and Shaq Vann 
(combined 1,330 yards, 11 TDs 
in ’17) shouldering the rushing 
load, new QB Isaac Stiebeling 
shouldn’t have to try to do too 
much. 

And EMU’s defense should 
be capable 
of winning 
some games. 
Ends Maxx 
Crosby (11.0 
sacks in 2017) 
and Jeremiah 
Harris (12.5 
tackles for loss) are a pair of 
All-MAC talents up front. The 
entire secondary returns intact, 
headed up by All-MAC first- 
teamer Brody Hoying. 

Coach Chris Creighton has 
the Eagles competitive, and 
they were better than the 
record showed in 2017-six of 
their losses were by a total of 
23 points. If you’re looking for 
a dark-horse candidate in the 
MAC, EMU fits the bill. 


f t terms of gut- 


JE Maxx Crosby i 


CROSBY: DAVID STEPHENSON / AP 


BRONCOS 


nowhere to go but down last 

season. But at least Western Michigan 
didn’t make it a full collapse. 

Second-year head coach Tim Lester took 
over for P.J. Fleck—who guided WMU to 
the MAC title, a 13-1 mark and the Cotton 
Bowl before leaving for Minnesota—and 
had the Broncos 
in contention in » 2018 SCHEDULE 
the MAC West DATE OPPONENT 


until the final two 4.31. Syracuse 
S.8 @MICHIGAN 
weeks. 5.15 Delaware State 
But WMU has 5.22 @GEORGIA STATE 


i n reality, the Broncos had 


lost of ton of 5.29 @MIAMI (OHIO) 
talent through 0.6 Eastern Michigan 
the last two 0.13 @BOWLING GREEN 


0.20 @CENT. MICHIGAN 
offseasons. Gone 0.25 Toledo 


after last year’s Nl Ohio 

6-6 season are All- N13. @BALL STATE 
MAC cornerback N.20 Northern Illinois 
and return man 

Darius Phillips and the program’s all-time 
leading rusher in Jarvion Franklin. Also 
moving on are All-MAC tight end Donnie 
Ernsberger and left tackle Chukwuma 
Okorafor, WMU’s top pro prospect. 

Is there enough talent in place for the 
Broncos to remain a MAC contender? The 
proof will be evident this fall. 

Quarterback Jon Wassink was adequate 
until a broken collarbone knocked him 
off the field late in the season and took 
Western’s divisional hopes with it. But 
he returns and will have a quality ground 
game with returning talents LeVante 
Bellamy and Jamauri Bogan in the 
backfield, plus a quality offensive line 
with all-conference honorees Luke Juriga 
and John Keenoy up front. 

The defense will be its most effective in 
the back end with returning safety Justin 
Tranquill and cornerback Sam Beal. 

But if WMU is to get clear of the middle 
of the MAC pack this season, it will 
need some explosiveness offensively. 
Returning wideouts D’Wayne Eskridge 
and Keishawn Watson are on the small 
side, but Michigan grad transfer Drake 
Harris could be the shot in the arm the 
offense needs. 


Sz 
FAST FACTS 


COACH: Tim Lester (Second year, 6-6) 
CAREER RECORD: 44-29 

STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Jake Moreland (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 


Tim Daoust (second year) and Lou Esposito (second year) 3 
: TEAMINFO 


TEAM INFO 

STADIUM: Waldo Stadium (30,200) 
TICKETS: 888-4-WMU-TIX 

SITE: Kalamazoo, Mich. 

WEBSITE: wmubroncos.com 
TWITTER: @WMU_Football 


2017RECORD: 6-6 


CHIPPEWAS 


he Chippewas surprised 2 


i most with an 8-5 mark in 

2017, but coach John Bonamego’s 
team seems poised for a step back this 
fall. 

Central Michigan lost each of its five 


games by 17 points or more last season, 
including a turnover-filled 37-14 loss 


to Wyoming 
in the Famous » 2018 SCHEDULE 
Idaho Potato DATE | OPPONENT 
Bowl. Central ot GRENTUCE 
as : ‘ansas 
was 4-0 in 5.15 @NORTH. ILLINOIS 
one-possession 5.22 Maine 
games. S.29 @MICHIGAN STATE 


Thereasonfor 06 Buffalo 


sepsis £5, ae 
in Bonamego’s ra este ceegan 


: 0.27 @AKRON 

fourth season is N.3. @EAST. MICHIGAN 
that the Chips’ N10 Bowling Green 
two biggest N.23. @TOLEDO 
strengths—a 


strong passing game headed up by 
Michigan grad transfer Shane Morris and 
a quality passing defense—have been 
gutted. 

Morris is gone, as are four of the top 
five receiving threats. The Chippewas 
will have to craft a new offensive 
identity, one which will lean heavily on 
returning running back Jonathan Ward 
(1,019 rushing yards, 10 TDs) and young 
QB Tony Poljan. Poljan, a 6-7 athlete, 
saw reps last year as a passer, a wildcat- 
formation option and as a wide receiver. 
But he has little experience running the 
actual offense. 

More worrisome will be the remade 
defense. End Joe Ostman (14 sacks) is 
gone, and he’s taking most of the pass 
rush with him. Safeties Josh Cox (6 INTs) 
and Darwyn Kelly have to be replaced, 
and All-MAC cornerback Amari Coleman 
will be sorely missed. 

Young secondaries and inexperienced 
quarterbacks are not the usual 
ingredients for success in the MAC, or 
anywhere in college football. Central 
Michigan has managed six straight years 
with at least six wins, but it’s hard to see 


that trend continuing in 2018. 
aaa! 
FAST FACTS 


COACH: John Bonamego (Fourth year, 21-18) 
CAREER RECORD: 2)-18 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Chris Ostrowsky (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Greg Colby (fourth year) 


STADIUM: Kelly/Shorts Stadium (30,255) 


+ TICKETS: 888-347-3872 


SITE: Mount Pleasant, Mich. 
WEBSITE: cmuchippewas.com 
TWITTER: @CMU_Football 


(Lost to Wyoming 
inthe Famous Idaho 
Potato Bowl, 37-14) 


: lose either, they 
- werehammered. 59 Western Kentucky 
: The Cardinals 5.29 Kent State 

: dropped their last 0.6 Northern Illinois 

= seven MAC games ©'3._ @CENT. MICHIGAN 


2017RECORD: 8-5 - 


WESTERN MICHIGAN — CENTRAL MICHIGAN BALL STATE 


CARDINALS 


o matter what happens 
in 2018, third-year coach 
Mike Neu has to believe it couldn’t 


' be any worse than what the Cardinals 
: endured last season. 


Ball State started 2-2, but thanks to an 


__ offense ravaged by injury and a defense 
: barely in better shape, the Cardinals lost 


: nine straight 

» gamestoendthe 42018 SCHEDULE 

> year 2-10. Ball 
: State didn’t just A.30 Central Conn. State 


$8 @NOTRE DAME 
S15 @INDIANA 


0.20 Eastern Michigan 


by an average 0.25 @OHIO 
: score of 47-13. 0.31 @TOLEDO 
In reality, N13. Western Michigan 


BSU-if healthy— N.20 @MIAMI (OHIO) 


' canat least be 


a dangerous offense. Junior quarterback 


- Riley Neal lasted just three games last 


year, but was coming off a sophomore 


- season during which he threw for 2,541 

. yards and completed 61.4 percent of his 

: throws. Running back James Gilbert, who 
- rushed for 1,332 yards in 2016, was also 

' knocked out for the year after just three 

' games. 


It was a similar story for the defense, 


' which was forced into playing freshmen 


at defensive end, outside linebacker, 


- cornerback and safety during the season. 


Neal, Gilbert and Caleb Huntley, who 
rushed for 1,003 yards last year, are all 


- poised to return. Sophomore slot Justin 
' Hall had 78 catches for 801 yards. There 
are some pieces in place to be more 

| competitive. 


But Ball State won’t see much upward 


_ movement unless there’s drastic 


improvement from a defense that allowed 


more than three 30-yard plays per game. 
_ The defensive line is losing three starters, 
: including All-MAC talent Anthony Winbush. 


Neu has a 6-18 mark after two seasons, 
and has yet to win a home game after the 


: first weekend in October. The Cards are at 
' least a year away from making a big move. 


Saas 
FAST FACTS 


COACH: Mike Neu (Third year, 6-18) 
CAREER RECORD: 6-18 

STAFE 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Joey Lynch (fifth year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

David Elson (second year) 

TEAM INFO 

STADIUM: Scheumann Stadium (22,500) 
TICKETS: 765-285-1474 

SITE: Muncie, Ind. 

WEBSITE: balistatesports.com 
TWITTER: @BallStateFB 


2017 RECORD: 2-10 
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MOUNTAIN WEST CONFERENCE 
OVERVIEW 


PROJECTED 
FINISH 


MOUNTAIN DIVISION 
Boise State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Las Vegas Bow! 


Colorado State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Famous Idaho Potato Bow! 


Wyoming 


BOWL PROJECTION: New Mexico Bow! 


Air Force 


2) 
2 ] 
3 ] 
oO Utah State 
5 ] 
6) New Mexico 
WEST DIVISION 
San Diego State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Hawaii Bow! 


Fresno State 


2] BOWL PROJECTION: Arizona Bow! 
& UNLV 
4] Nevada 
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Brett Rypien, G 


Boise State, SDSU ready 
to get Mountain West 
back on national stage 


BY MARK ANDERSON 
Las Vegas Review-Journal 


controlled throughout. 


Colorado State, Wyoming and Utah 


or a long time, the Mountain 
West was the best league outside 
of the power conferences. 

As the Mountain West lost 


members, it also lost national prestige as 
the results weren’t there to bail out the 
conference. 


Now, maybe, that will change this 


season. 


Boise State and San Diego State should 


meet in the conference championship 
game, and the winner could very well 
end up in a New Year’s Six bowl. 


That would boost the conference’s 


image. The last time the Mountain West 
placed a team in a major bow! was after 
the 2014 season when Boise State beat 
Arizona, 38-30, in the Fiesta Bowl. The 
time before that was four years earlier. 


Boise State is the standard bearer for 


the Mountain West, and largely lived 
up to that designation last season in 
capturing the league title. The Broncos 
then went on to beat Oregon, 38-28, in 
the Las Vegas Bowl, a game Boise State 


TRENDING 


STORIES TO WATCH 


State will fight it out for at least second 
place in the Mountain Division. 

The Rams lose a lot of players, but had 
some key offseason pickups. Wyoming 
lost all-everything quarterback Josh Allen 
but will field as strong a defense as any 
team in the MWC. Utah State found a late- 
season spark behind quarterback Jordan 
Love, and the Aggies can build on that. 

San Diego State is the clear favorite in 
the West Division. The Aztecs are loaded 
on both sides of the ball, and they could 
produce a 2,000-yard rusher for the third 
season in a row. 

Fresno State should build on its 
surprising run to the West championship 
last season, but this time the Bulldogs 
won’t sneak up on anyone. 

UNLV is the next challenger in the 
division. Though the Rebels will be strong 
offensively, they have a lot of questions 
on the other side of the ball. 

When it’s all done, a meeting between 
Boise State and San Diego State in the 
conference championship game would 
be a dream for the Mountain West, 
especially if both teams are ranked. 


oO 


Either Boise 


conference in a major bowl. 


State or San Diego State could represent the 


JOHNSON: EUGENE TANNER / AP; RYPIEN: JOHN LOCHER / AP 


WASHINGTON: MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / AP 


2018 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by Blair Angulo, 247Sports 


SCHOOL 

BOISE STATE 

SAN DIEGO STATE 
NEVADA 
COLORADO STATE 
FRESNO STATE 
HAWAII 

SAN JOSE STATE 
UNLV 

UTAH STATE 

AIR FORCE 
WYOMING 

NEW MEXICO 


eseeoosooooos 


ALL-MWC 
OFFENSE 


QB Brett Rypien, Sr., Boise State 
RB Lexington Thomas, Sr., UNLV 


RB Juwan Washington, Jr., San Diego State 


OL Keith Ismael, So., San Diego State 


OL Tyler Roemer, So., San Diego State 


OL Ezra Cleveland, So., Boise State 
OL Aaron Jenkins, Sr, New Mexico 
OL SeanKrepsz, Sr., Nevada 

TE Dax Raymond, Jr., Utah State 


WR _ KeeSean Johnson, Sr,, Fresno State 


WR McLane Mannix, So., Nevada 


DEFENSE 

DL  Youhanna Ghaifan, Jr, Wyoming 
DL Carl Granderson, Sr., Wyoming 
DL David Moa, Sr., Boise State 

LB Malik Reed, Sr., Nevada 

LB Jeffrey Allison, Jr, Fresno State 
LB = Jabril Frazier, Sr., Boise State 

LB Curtis Weaver, So., Boise State 
DB TylerHorton, Sr., Boise State 

DB Andrew Wingard, Sr., Wyoming 


DB Tariq Thompson, So., San Diego State 


DB Kekoa Nawahine, Jr., Boise State 


SPECIALISTS 
« Dominik Eberle, Jr., Utah State 
Pp Blake Cusick, Jr., Fresno State 


ON THE RISE 


UTAH STATE 
» Utah State found something 
late last season in going 6-6 in 


the regular season. Now the Aggies can 


build on that to make a push near the top 


of the Mountain Division. 


Will there be another Fresno 
2) State? The Bulldogs weren’t 
expected to do much last season, but 
they wound up winning the West Division. 


RATING THE MWC 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
Jay Griffin IV, New Mexico 
Also competes on the track team, and his 21.44 time in 
- COMPOSITE the 200 meters ranks third in school history. 
kk ea kee Poe » BEST HANDS 
TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR 3-STAR KeeSean Johnson, WR, Fresno State 
PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS 3 On one of his rare bobbles, he still made the catch 
despite the ball bouncing around four SDSU players. 
23 0 0 22 183.33 
30 0 0 15 158.27 » BEST PASSING GB 
23 0 0 16 152.95 Brett Rypien, Boise State 
Has never completed less than 61.9 percent of his 
20 ) ) 7 152.79 passes in a season; 58/20 TD-to-interception ratio. 
“ 9 . bese » BEST RUNNING GB 
a £ 2 i eae Armani Rogers, UNLV 
25 ) 0 12 138.24 Set the Rebels’ freshman rushing record with 780 
19 0 c0) i} 129.19 yards last season—not for a QB, for any position. 
oe 2 M a Uh » MOST ELUSIVE RB 
28 0 0 7 112.23 Juwan Washington, San Diego State 
19 0 0 5 106.40 Not only averages 6.6 yards per carry for his career, 
20 0 0 5 106.08 but has returned three kickoffs for touchdowns. 
» BEST ATHLETE 
Youhanna Ghaifan, DT, Wyoming 
Gets the nod for his unusually good feet for an interior 
lineman. Says it goes back playing soccer in Africa. 
» BEST UNDER PRESSURE 
Marcus McMaryion, Q8, Fresno State 
McMaryion threw the ball 35] times last season and 
Fresno State led the league by allowing only 10 sacks. 
» TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Andrew Wingard, S, Wyoming 
Considered coming out for the draft after last season. 
Rated second-best strong safety by draftscout.com. 
» TOP FRESHMAN 
Tyler Vander Waal, QB, Wyoming 
Has a good chance to start after loss of Josh Allen to 
NEL; offered scholarships by several Pac-12 schools. 
+ TOP TRANSFER 
K.J. Carta-Samuels, Q8, Colorado State 
Getting Carta-Samuels from Washington makes the 
> IEISMAN OPEF Rams.a contender in the Mountain Division. 
I HOPEFUL 
3 » HARDEST HITTER 
San Diego State believes it got Malik Reed, 8, Nevada 
snubbed last season when running back Two-time All-MWC end has ability to put heat on QBs, 
Rashaad Penny finished but was moved to LB. A gutsy call that could backfire, 
fifth despite leading the . BEST INTERVIEW 
nation with 2,027 yards Rocky Long, head coach, San Diego State 
rushing in the regular In the day of “coachspeak,” Long isn't afraid to say 
season. His successor what he thinks. A reporter's dream. 
in the Aztec backfield, 
Juwan Washington, is expected to RBEST Mean concn 
a Rocky Long, San Diego State 
put my similar numbers. If he does, that Won at New Mexico, and wouldn't the Lobos love to 
ee him in a conversation similar have him back. Has taken the Aztecs to higher levels. 
to Penny. 
» COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
Scottie Hazelton, DC, Wyoming 
Wyoming gave up a league-best 17.5 points per game 
last season and could be even better this year. 
©N THE WANE » HOTTEST SEAT 
Bob Davie, New Mexico 
NEW MEXICO UNM won just one league game last year, then came a 
» Cana team that went 1-7 in 30-day suspension in offseason. Room for error gone. 
beegile Rie really Deir tie ) BEST GAME-DAY ATMOSPHERE 
wane? Last season was just the beginning to Albertsons Stadium, Boise State 
aa . 7 
a difficult offseason for Bob Davie and the There aren't many places in the MWC known for game- 
Lobos, and a slow start this fall would create day crowds, but Albertsons Stadium is still the best. 
ZZ ib! hin f 
buzz about a possible coaching change » TOP SCHOLAR 
Nick Smith, QB, Wyoming 
Made the MWC All-Academic Team and boasts a 3.92 
New GPA as a Finance major. 
Mexico’s Bob Davie enters the » BEST TWEETER 
season on the hottest of hot seats, but talk Charles Williams, R&, UNLV 
about futures will come into play at Utah Has fun with his account, but will retweet serious 
State with Matt Wells and UNLV with Tony issues as well. He isn’t just about football. 
Sanchez if their teams don’t make a bowl. 
FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 107 
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MOUNTAIN WEST — MOUNTAIN 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Bryan Harsin 
Fifth year (42-12) 
CAREER RECORD: 49-17 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Zak Hill (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Andy Avalos (third year) 


STADIUM: Albertsons Stadium 
(36,387) 

TICKETS: 208-426-4737 

SITE: Boise, Idaho 

WEBSITE: broncosports.com 
TWITTER: @BroncoSportsFB 


»2018 SCHEDULE 
S11 @TROY 

S.8 Connecticut 

S.15 @OKLAHOMA STATE 
S.29 @WYOMING 

0.6 San Diego State 
0.13. @NEVADA 

0.19 Colorado State 
0.27 @AIR FORCE 

N3 BYU 

N.10 Fresno State 

N17 @NEW MEXICO 
N.24 Utah State 


»2017 RESULTS 11-3 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 


S.2 Troy 24-13 
S.9 @WASH.STATE(30T) 44-47 
S14 New Mexico 28-14 
S.22 Virginia 23-42 
0.6 @BYU 24-7 
0.14 @SANDIEGOSTATE 31-14 
0.21 Wyoming 24-14 
0.28 @UTAH STATE 41-14 
N.4 Nevada 41-14 
N11 @COLO.STATE(OT) 59-52 
N18 Air Force 44-19 
N.25 @FRESNO STATE 17-28 
0.2 Fresno State* 17-14 
D.16 Oregon** 38-28 
*MWC Championship Game 

**Las Vegas Bowl 


BOISE STATE 


BRONCOS 


QB Brett Rypien 


t had been quite a dark time for Boise 
State. 


The Broncos went two seasons without not only winning the 
Mountain West championship, but they didn’t even appear in the 
league title game. 

Rough times. At least for a program in which only excellence is 
expected. 

All became right in the world of Boise State football last season 
when the Broncos went 11-3, won the conference championship 
and beat Oregon 38-28 in a Las Vegas Bowl that wasn’t that close. 

Boise State brings back enough talent from that team to make 
another strong run at the conference title and perhaps even a 
New Year’s Six bowl. Seven starters return on offense and nine on 
defense. 

Brett Rypien is back for his fourth season as the starting 
quarterback. He was second-team all-conference last season 
after completing 62.6 percent of his passes for 2,877 yards and 
16 touchdowns with six interceptions. Rypien was first-team 
All-Mountain West his first two seasons. 

The Broncos also return running back Alexander Mattison, 
who comes off a season in which he rushed for 1,086 yards and 12 
TDs, averaging 5.1 yards per carry. 

But Rypien will be without his top two targets, who graduated. 
Wide receiver Cedrick Wilson’s 83 catches for 1,511 yards and 
seven touchdowns won’t be easy to replace, and tight end Jake 
Roh totaled 39 receptions for 410 yards and nine TDs. 

Defensively, the Broncos will have to overcome the loss of 
linebacker Leighton Vander Esch, who declared early for the NFL 
Draft. He was the 2017 Mountain West Defensive Player of the 
Year after a 141-tackle season that included 8.5 for loss. 

But the Broncos, who allowed 22.9 points and 332.6 yards per 
game last season, never relied on just one defender. Back from 
that defense are two first-team all-conference defenders and three 
from the second squad, so the drop-off, if any, should be minimal. 

Boise State figures to be tested in the deeper Mountain Division 
from the likes of Colorado State, Utah State and Wyoming, but 
this is an experienced team used to winning big games. 


\5-YEAR RECORD 
50-17 
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Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
's National Title 


a3 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Brett Rypien’ (6-2, 203, Sr.) 

RB Alexander Mattison® (5-1), 219, Jr.) 
LT Ezra Cleveland’ (6-6, 310, So.) 

LG John Molchon* (6-5, 314. Jr.) 

c Donte Harrington (6-3, 302, So.) 
RG Eric Quevedo’ (6-4, 292. ir.) 

RT Andres Preciado (6-6, 295, Sr.) 
TE JohnBates (6-6, 247,So.) 

WR Octavius Evans (6-1, 20), So.) 

WR Sean Modster* (5-1), 190, Sr) 

WR A.J. Richardson’ (6-0, 213, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Durrant Miles* (6-5, 266, Sr.) 

NT  Sonatane Lui* (6-1, 316. Jr.) 

DE David Moa* (6-5. 279, Sr.) 

SLB Jabril Frazier* (6-4, 256, Sr.) 

MLB Tyson Maeva‘ (6-0, 228, Jr.) 

WLB Riley Whimpey (6-7, 207, So.) 
Avery Williams* (5-9, 193, So.) 

CB Tyler Horton® (5-11, 185, Sr.) 

NB Kekaula Kaniho (5-10, 185, So.) 

FS DeAndre Pierce* (5-11, 174, Jr.) 

SS Kekoa Nawahine* (6-2. 205, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K  HadenHoggarth’ (6-0, 190, Sr) 
P = Joel Velazquez* (6-0, 227, So.) 


“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
2a srortrs 
NRECRUITING REPORT 
“TOP SIGNEES mpenite 


1 Khalil Shakir, ae 
2 Tyneil Hopper, © 3» 
3 Chris Mitchell, 0° 5» 


Boise State continued its 
dominance on the recruiting trail 
in the 2018 cycle, signing the 
top-rated class in the Mountain 
West Conference for the eighth 
consecutive year, per the 
247Sports Composite rankings. 
It’s another impressive haul for 
coach Bryan Harsin and staff, as 
they beat out some Power Five 
programs for several recruits. 

Receiver Khalil Shakir is the 
headliner of the bunch and 
should fit in perfectly in the 
Broncos’ offense. 


RYPIEN: YOUNG KWAK / AP 


FOGAL: ANDRES LEIGHTON / AP 
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» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB XK.J.Carta-Samuels (6-2, 200, Sr.) 
FB Adam Prentice* (6-0, 230, Jr) 
RB Izzy Matthews (6-0, 220, Sr.) 
LY T.J. Roundtree (6-6, 315, Sr.) 
LG Tyler Bjorklund (6-4, 290, Sr.) 
© Colby Meeks* (6-3, 310. Sr.) 

RG _ Nicho Garcia® (6-5, 285, Sr.) 
RT BenKnox’ (6-6, 325, Sr.) 

TE Cameron Butler* (6-2, 225,So.) 
WR Olabisi Johnson’ (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
WR Warren Jackson (6-5, 205, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Toby McBride (6-3, 255, Jr.) 

DT Ellison Hubbard (6-1, 270, So.) 
DT Richard King* (6-4, 275, Jr.) 

DE Emmanuel Jones (6-4, 245, So.) 
SLB Tre Thomas* (6-2, 215, Sr.) 

MLB Josh Watson’ (6-2, 240, Sr.) 
WLB Max McDonald (6-}, 220, Jr) 

CB Braylin Scott (6-3, 185, Jr) 

CB Anthony Hawkins* (5-10, 185, Jr) 
FS Jordan Fogal* (5-10, 180, Sr.) 
SS Jamal Hicks (6-1), 185, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
« = Wyatt Bryan* (6-1, 175. Sr) 
P Ryan Stonehouse® (5-11, 170. So.) 


“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
2ai"srorrs. 
NRECRUITING REPORT 
“sTOP SIGNEES Sattar 


1 Nikko Hall, © 5© 
2 KaveszSherard, 0) 5* 
3 Devin Phillips, 9) 3* 


The Rams’ 23-player class 
ranked fourth in the MWC and 
was led by the nation’s No. 33 
safety, 6-1, 180-pound Nikko 
Hall of Calabasas (Calif.) High. 
Hall played in the U.S. Army All- 
American Bowl and picked CSU 
over USC, Florida and Nebraska. 
Coach Mike Bobo, a former 
Georgia QB, took advantage of 
his Southern roots by snagging 
6-4, 280-pound Anderson, S.C., 
offensive tackle Kavesz Sherard 
away from South Carolina and 
Clemson, and he then went into 
Louisiana to pry 6-2, 305-pound 
defensive tackle Devin Phillips 
away from TCU and Miami (Fla). 


COLORADO STATE 


RAMS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Mike Bobo 
Fourth year (21-18) 
CAREER RECORD: 21-18 


FS Jordan Fogal OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Dave Johnson (first year) 
hoe : DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
olorado State was active in the offseason, and it’s the John dancek (first sic 
reason the Rams could challenge for the Mountain Division 
title. —— 
They picked up quarterback K.J. Carta-Samuels as a graduate ee Colorado State Stadium 


transfer from Washington and then added offensive tackle TJ. 


am : TICKETS: 800-491-RAMS 
Roundtree, a grad transfer from Louisville, to help protect him. 


SITE: Fort Collins, Colo. 


Colorado State also got back safety Jordan Fogal, who was WEBSITE: csurams.com 
granted a sixth season of eligibility by the NCAA. TWITTER: @CSUFootball 
The Rams need the help considering the talent they lost offa 
7-6 team that suffered some close late-season defeats—by three 
points to Wyoming, by seven in overtime to Mountain West » 2018 SCHEDULE 


champion Boise State and by three to Marshall in the New Mexico DATE) OPPONENT 


Bowl. A.25 Hawaii 
Will this team be able to win the tight games that last season’s ji 
didn’t? 5.15 @FLORIDA 
Much of that depends on how adequately Carta-Samuels S.22 Mlinois State 
replaces Nick Stevens, a first-team all-conference selection who 0.6 @SAN JOSE STATE 
passed for 3,799 yards and 29 touchdowns in 2017. Colorado State 0.13 New Mexico 
led the conference in both total offense (492.5 yards per game) re ceo STATE 
and scoring offense (33.4 points per game). N10 BAEVAGA 
Carta-Samuels was the backup the past two seasons to Jake N.17 Utah State 
Browning at Washington, and he first committed to UCLA in N.24 @AIR FORCE 
January before deciding on CSU. “Denver. CO 
How the Rams replace running back Dalyn Dawkins also will 
be critical. He rushed for 1,399 yards and eight touchdowns last +2017 RESULTS 7-6 
year, averaging 6.2 yards per carry. It’s possible the Rams will go DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
with more of a committee approach, which was largely expected SIS CS 58-27 
last season when Dawkins wound up literally running away with ot a = 
the job. 5.16 @ALABAMA 3-41 
The return of Fogal, who totaled 71 tackles, four pass breakups S.30 @HAWAII 51-21 
and two interceptions last season, at safety is a major boost for 0.7 @UTAH STATE 27-14 
the defense. Three of the top four tacklers return, including OU Nevaca 44-02 
linebacker Josh Watson, who finished with 109 tackles (5.0 for aes GIS WEXCS a 
loss) and seven pass breakups. N4 @WYOMING 13-16 
There is a logjam of teams in the Mountain Division that will Nl Boise State (OT) 52-59 
try to challenge Boise State, and Colorado State, with its late N.18__ San Jose State 42.4 
additions, is as well-positioned as any of the contenders. But as Dies ersten? aX 
last season showed, it will come down to winning the games that "Denver, CO 
will be decided by a possession or two. **New Mexico Bowl 
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COWBOYS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Craig Bohl 

Fifth year (22-29) 
CAREER RECORD: 126-61 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brent Vigen (fifth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Scottie Hazelton (second year) 


STADIUM: War Memorial Stadium 
(29,181) 

TICKETS: 307-766-7220 

SITE: Laramie, Wyo. 

WEBSITE: gowyo.com 

TWITTER: @wyo_football 


+2018 SCHEDULE peer 
Mon ee OPPONENT RESULT 
A.25 @NEW MEXICO ST. 

S.1_ Washington State 


$.8 @MISSOURI 

S15 Wofford 

S.29 Boise State 14-24 
0.6 @HAWAIl 28-21" 
0.13 @FRESNO STATE 7-13 
0,20 Utah State 28-23 
0.27 @COLORADO STATE 16-13 
N.3 San Jose State 17-20 
N.17_ Air Force 28-14 
N.24. @NEW MEXICO 42-3 


2017 Recora: 8-5 | "OT 


Beat Central Michigan 37-14 in the 
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Tyler Vander Waal (6-4, 220, Fr) 
Jaylon Watson (6-0, 250, Jr) 
Trey Woods’ (6-3. 216, So.) 

Zach Wallace* (6-7, 314, Sr.) 
Gavin Rush* (6-3, 305, Jr) 

Logan Harris* (6-3, 298, So.) 
Kaden Jackson (6-2, 299. Sr.) 
Alonzo Velazquez* (6-6, 288, So.) 
Josh Harshman’ (6-5, 230, Sr.) 
James Price® (6-2, 212, Sr.) 

Austin Conway* (5-10, 183, Jr) 


DEFENSE 

BE Carl Granderson® (6-5, 26), Sr.) 
NT Sidney Malauulu* (6-3, 510, Sr) 
BT = Youhanna Ghaifan* (6-4. 290. Jr.) 
DE Josiah Hall* (6-), 243, Jr) 

SLB Tyler Hall (S-10, 190, Jr) 

MLB Logan Wilson’ (6-2. 240, Jr.) 
WLS Cassh Maluia® (6-0, 245, Jr) 

CB Antonio Hull (5-10, 202, Sr.) 

CB C.J. Coldon (6-1), 180, Fr) 

FS = Marcus Epps’ (6-0, 197, Sr.) 

SS = Andrew Wingard* (6-0, 210, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Cooper Rothe* (5-11, 174, Jr) 
P Tim Zaleski* (6-5, 22), So.) 


SSH5R°R S88 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


WYOMING 


ith quar- 
W terback 

Josh Allen off to the 
NEL, this would seem to be a 
rebuilding year for Wyoming. 

Not necessarily. 

The Cowboys bring back one 
of the Mountain West’s most 
experienced 
teams, 
including 
eight starters 
froma 
defense that 
led the nation 
last season 
with 38 
takeaways. 

That defense helped carry 


the Cowboys to an 8-5 record, 
including a 37-14 victory over 
Central Michigan in the Famous 
Idaho Potato Bowl. 

Wyoming’s safety 
combination of Marcus Epps and 
Andrew Wingard is among the 
league’s best, and the Cowboys 
feature potential all-conference 
defenders in tackle Youhanna 
Ghaifan, end Carl Granderson 
and linebacker Logan Wilson. 

The Cowboys allowed 
opponents to average just 17.5 
points and 335.2 yards per game 
in 2017. 

Their problem, even with 
Allen at quarterback, was 
moving the ball. He didn’t have 
much talent around him and 
often tried to do too much, 
resulting in a 56.3 completion 
percentage. 

Wyoming finished with 
offensive averages of 23.5 points 
and 286 yards per game, and 
no longer having Allen’s big 
arm means there will be even 
more pressure on the Cowboys’ 
defense to produce. 

But perhaps a more 
experienced offense will lead 
to enough improvement that 
the Cowboys will find enough 
offense to compete in the 
Mountain Division. That’s a 
lot to ask, though, from an 
inexperienced quarterback duo— 
freshman Tyler Vander Waal 
and senior Nick Smith will battle 
for the starting job—a running 
game that averaged 108.8 yards 
per game and a set of receivers 
who gained 11.8 yards per catch. 


UTAH STATE 


AGGIES 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Matt Wells 
Sixth year (34-32) 
CAREER RECORD: 34-32 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
David Yost (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Keith Patterson (first year) 
Frank Maile (third year) 


STADIUM: Maverik Stadium 
(25,513) 

TICKETS: 888-UState-i 

SITE: Logan, Utah 

WEBSITE: utahstateaggies.com 
TWITTER: @USUFootball 


$2018 SCHEDULE peer 
CATS IORDMEET SIRES OPPONENT RESULT 
A.31 @MICHIGAN STATE 

S.8 New Mexico State 


$13 Tennessee Tech 


$.22 Air Force 35-38 
0.5 @BYU 40-24 
0.13 UNLV 52-28 
0.20 @WYOMING 23-28 
0.27 New Mexico 24-10 
N.3 @HAWAII 38-0 
N10 San Jose State 61-10 
N17 @COLORADO STATE 14-27 
N.24 @BOISE STATE 14-41 


2017 Record: 6-7 


Lost to New Mexico State 26-20 (OT) 
in the Arizona Bowl 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

Jordan Love* (6-4, 220, So,) 
Gerold Bright (5-9, 190, Jr.) 
Roman Andrus (6-4, 300, Sr.) 
Moroni Iniguez* (6-2, 330. Jr.) 
Quin Ficklin* (6-2, 290, Sr.) 

Rob Castaneda® (6-4, 300, Sr.) 
Sean Taylor® (6-5, 310, Sr.) 

Dax Raymond’ (6-5, 245, Jr.) 
Jordan Nathan’ (5-8, 180, So.) 
Ron’quavion Tarver* (6-3, 215, Sr) 
Savon Scarver (5-11, 185, So.) 
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Adewale Adeoye* (6-3, 275, Sr.) 
Christopher Unga’ (6-0, 300, Jr.) 
Devon Anderson’ (6-1, 280, Jr) 
Chase Christiansen* (6-1, 230, Sr) 
Suli Tamaivena* (6-0, 250, Sr.) 
Justus Te’i* (6-3, 240, Jr.) 

David Woodward (6-2. 230, So.) 
Cameron Haney* (5-1), 180, Jr) 
DJ Williams (5-9, 175, Jr) 

Gaje Ferguson’ (6-0, 205, Sr.) 
Ja'Marcus Ingram* (6-1, 185, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


Dominik Eberle* (6-2, 190, Jr) 
P Aaron Dalton* (6-4, 220, Sr.) 


WASSREEERER 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


ab 
STATE 


oming off a 
3-9 record in 
2016, the heat was on 


Utah State coach Matt Wells last 
year. 

But the Aggies went 6-6 in the 
regular season for their fourth 
bowl appearance in five seasons 
under Wells. They went on to 
lose 26-20 in overtime to New 
Mexico State in the Arizona 
Bowl, so the questions about his 
future went away, temporarily. 

Now, Wells is not only back, 
but so is an experienced team 
with high enough expectations 
that simply a trip back to the 
postseason won't be good 
enough. With nine starters 
returning on each side of the ball 
in addition to both specialists, 
Utah State should contend in the 
Mountain Division. 


Even so, replacing running 
back LaJuan Hunt will bea 
challenge. He rushed for 828 
yards and 11 touchdowns last 
season, averaging 4.9 yards per 
rush. Hunt also was a threat in 
the passing game, catching 30 
passes for 187 yards and a TD. 

But quarterback Jordan Love 
is back. The decision to make 
him the starter as a redshirt 
freshman midway through last 
season helped spark a late run 
in which the Aggies won three 
of four games. Now the job 
completely belongs to Love, who 
threw for 1,631 yards and eight 
touchdowns in 2017 while also 
running for 165 yards and two 
scores. 

Defensively, the Aggies 
will need to become more 
consistent. They allowed fewer 
than 14 points four times, but 
also gave up more than 40 
points in three games. 

That consistency should 
improve given the number of 
players back and, if so, USU will 
be a team that should not be 
overlooked. 


5: ANDRES LEIGHTON / AP 
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WORTHMAN: TOM R. SMEDES / AP 


AIR FORCE 


FALCONS 


NEW MEXICO 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Troy Calhoun 
12th year (82-60) 
CAREER RECORD: 82-60 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Thiessen (ninth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
TBD 


STADIUM: Falcon Stadium 
(46,692) 

TICKETS: 719-472-1895 

SITE: Colorado Springs, Colo. 
WEBSITE: goairforcefalcons.com 
TWITTER: @AFFootball 


$2018 SCHEDULE _peerre 
peers ay acm OH OPPONENT RESULT 
S.1 Stony Brook 

S.8 @FLA, ATLANTIC 

S.22 @UTAH STATE 38-35 
S.29 Nevada 45-42 
0.6 Navy 45-48 
0.13 @SANDIEGOSTATE 24-28 
0.20 @UNLV 34-30 
0.27 Boise State 19-44 
N.3. @ARMYWESTPOINT 0-21 
N10 New Mexico 38-56 
N.17. @WYOMING 14-28 
N.24 Colorado State 45-28 


2017 Record: 5-7 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

Arion Worthmant (5-1), 205, Sr) 
Taven Birdow* (6-), 220, Jr) 
Nolan Eriksen (5-9, 192. Jr) 

Scott Hattok (6-5, 280, Jr) 
Wolfgang Rehbock (6-5, 275, Jr) 
Christopher Mitchell (6-2, 270, Jr.) 
Griffin Landrum’ (6-2, 280, Sr.) 
Tanner Holcomb (6-4, 255, Jr) 
Kade Waguespack (6-2, 230, Jr) 
Ronald Cleveland* (5-9, 174, Sr.) 
Marcus Bennett* (6-0, 186, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Jordan Jackson (6-5, 260, So.) 
NG Cody Gessler* (5-!), 263, Sr.) 
DE Micah Capra* (6-2. 270, Sr) 
OLS Kyle Floyd* (6-2, 210, Sr.) 

@8 Kyle Johnson (6-0, 22), Jr) 
{8 Brody Bagnall (6-2, 250, Sr.) 
OLB Lakota Wills* (6-3, 220, So) 
CB Jeremy Fejedelem* (5-10, 190, Jr) 
CB Robert Bullard (5-9, 180, Sr.) 
FS James Jones IV* (6-2, 171, Jr) 
SS Garrett Kauppila (6-2, 200, Sr) 


SPECIALISTS 


« Matthew Philichi (5-9, 180. Sr.) 
P Charlie Scott* (6-1, 192, Jr.) 
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“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


nlike last 

year, Air Force 

takes a more experienced 
defense into this season. 

But is it an improved defense? 

How the Falcons answer that 
question will determine if they 
are a factor in the Mountain 
Division race. They weren’t last 
season, going 4-4 in conference 
play and 5-7 overall. 

Air Force allowed 5.9 yards 
per rush, especially troubling 
because the Falcons play 
option teams Army and Navy 
every season as part of the 
Commander-in-Chief’s Trophy 
series. 

The Falcons also gave up 
at least 28 points in 10 of their 
final 11 games, with the only 
exception being a 21-0 loss to 
Army. But that was deceiving 
because the Black Knights 
controlled the game in rushing 
for 392 yards. 


Arion Worthman 


It figured to be a transition 
year with so many new faces on 
defense; six starters return this 
season. Safety/linebacker Kyle 
Floyd, who had 60 tackles and 
seven pass breakups, is the top 
returning player. 

Air Force, though, loses its 
top three tacklers. 

Expect the usual effective 
Air Force offense, which last 
season averaged 307.4 yards on 
the ground, helping the Falcons 
score 31.4 points per game. 

Quarterback Arion Worthman 
is back to operate the deceptive 
triple option. He led the 
Falcons with 831 yards and 
13 touchdowns rushing, and 
Worthman passed for 1,115 yards 
and 10 TDs. 

His experience will be even 
more crucial with the loss of top 
running back Tim McVey, who 
averaged 5.8 yards per carry and 
rushed for 741 yards. 


x 4 
6 
LOBOS 5 
q 4 
5 
FAST FACTS ew, ifany, ; 
" programs had z 
PED a rougher offseason than S 
sacl ces New Mexico. 3 
CAREER RECORD: 65-70 Coach Bob Davie was . 
suspended for 30 days in 
— February for alleged misconduct 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: that included the charge 
Calvin Magee (first year) he attempted to obstruct 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: : gern 
¢ : investigations into alleged 
Kevin Cosgrove (fifth year) sexual assaults by his players. 
 saeeunen It’s quite a cloud that 
STADIUM: Dreamstyle Stadium hangs over the heads of the 
(39,224) 


TICKETS: 505-925-LOBO 
SITE: Albuquerque, N.M. 
WEBSITE: golobos.com 
TWITTER: @UNMLoboFB 


»2018 SCHEDULE 2017 
Pe eee at be OPPONENT RESULT 
S.1___ Incarnate Word 
5.8 @WISCONSIN 


S.15 @NEW MEXICO ST. 28-30 
§.29 Liberty 

0.6 @UNLV 35-38 
0.13 @COLORADOSTATE 24-27 
0.20 Fresno State 0-38 
0.27 @UTAH STATE 10-24 
N.3 San Diego State 10-35 
N10 @AIR FORCE 56-38 
N.17_ Boise State 14-28 
N.24. Wyoming 3-42 
2017 Record: 3-9 

» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Tevaka Tuioti (6-0, 190, So.) 

RB Tyrone Owens* (5-9, 187, Sr) 

LT = Jarred Sylvester (6-4, 315, Jr) 

LG Charlie Grammel* (6-3, 310, Jr) 

C Beau Hott (6-3, 275, Jr) 

RG Aaron Jenkins* (6-2, 307, Sr) 

RT Teton Saltes (6-5, 270, So.) 

TE Marcus Williams* (6-35. 207, So.) 
WR Delane Hart-Johnson (6-4, 213, Sr) 
WR Patrick Reed’ (6-2, 188, Sr) 


WR Jay Griffin IV (5-10, 162, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Cody Baker* (6-3, 274, Sr.) 

NT Aaron Blackwell* (6-3, 298, Jr) 
DE Emmanuel Joseph (6-4, 260. So) 
SLB Rhashaun Epting’ (6-5, 219, So.) 
MLB Alex Hart* (6-3, 230, Sr.) 

WLS Sitiveni Tamaivena (6-), 230. Sr.) 
CB D'Angelo Ross* (5-8, 175, Sr.) 

CB  Jalin Burrell* (6-0, 195, Sr) 

NB A.J.Greeley (5-9, 216, Jr) 

FS Bijon Parker (6-0, 195, Sr.) 

SS Stanley Barnwell Jr.” (6-2, 198, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Stephen Ruiz (6-5, 255. Fr.) 
P Tyson Dyer(6-2, 198. So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Lobos, who have enough of a 
challenge in trying to bounce 
back from a 3-9 record last 
season. They lost their final 
seven games, and the Lobos’ 
only Mountain West victory 
was over Air Force. 

New Mexico’s triple-option 
offense will incorporate more 
passing this season and, given 
the personnel losses at running 
back, it’s almost by necessity. 
But starter Tyrone Owens, who 
rushed for 770 yards and four 
touchdowns, is back for his 
senior campaign. 

Sophomore wide receiver Jay 
Griffin IV is expected to receive 
more chances to catch the ball 
and show off his speed. He is 
a sprinter on the track team, 
and for the football team last 
season, Griffin led New Mexico 
with 29 receptions for 393 
yards and four touchdowns. 

Opening up the offense is 
critical for the Lobos, who will 
need to find a way to improve 
an attack that averaged just 
20.7 points and 359.5 yards 
per game. First-year offensive 
coordinator Calvin Magee, who 
comes over after six seasons 
of helping direct the offense 
under former head coach Rich 
Rodriguez at Arizona, has that 
difficult responsibility. 

Defensively, the Lobos 
allowed 31.8 points per out 
last year, but surprisingly 
only an average of 398 yards. 
Linebacker Alex Hart, who 
made 58 stops (5.5 for loss), is 
the top returning tackler. 

A strong start is critical 
for New Mexico. Otherwise, 
the talk about Davie’s future 
will quickly intensify and 
overwhelm whatever happens 
on the field. 
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MOUNTAIN WEST — WEST 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 

Rocky Long 
Eighth year (64-29) 
CAREER RECORD: 129-98 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jeff Horton (fourth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Zach Arnett (first year) 


STADIUM: SDCCU Stadium 
(70,561) 

TICKETS: 619-283-SDSU 
SITE: San Diego 
WEBSITE: goaztecs.com 
TWITTER: @SDSUFootball 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
A.31 @STANFORD 

S.8 Sacramento State 
S.1S Arizona State 

§.22 Eastern Michigan 
0.6 @BOISE STATE 
O13 Air Force 

0.20 San Jose State 
0.27 @NEVADA 

N.3. @NEW MEXICO 


N10. UNLV 

N17 @FRESNO STATE 

N.24 Hawaii 

» 2017 RESULTS 10-3 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
$.2 UC Davis 38-17 
S.9 | @ARIZONA STATE 30-20 
S.16  Stanfo 20-17 
$.23 @AIR PORCE 28-24 
S.30 Northern Illinois 34-28 
07 @UNLV 41-10 
0.14 Boise State 14-31 
0.21 Fresno State 3-27 
0.28 @HAWAII 28-7 


N.4 @SAN JOSE STATE 52-7 
N.18 Nevada 42-23 
N.24 New Mexico 35-10 
D.23. Army West Point* 35-42 


“Armed Forces Bowl 


SAN DIEGO STATE 


AZTECS 


RB Juwan Washington 


is the team to beat in the West Division, but he has built a 
powerhouse everyone else is chasing. 

The Aztecs, who have won three conference championships 
since 2012, now have what may be their best team of this decade; 
SDSU is loaded on both sides of the ball. 

Juwan Washington is the next in the line of great Aztecs 
running backs, following Donnel Pumphrey and Rashaad Penny. 
Pumphrey rushed for more than 2,000 yards two years ago and 
Penny broke that mark last season, the first time in FBS history a 
team accomplished the feat with different players. 

Penny had rushed for 390 yards after two seasons and 1,408 
after three before his breakout campaign. After two years, 
Washington has gained 1,200 yards. 

Aiding Washington is a strong offensive line that returns all 
five starters and a passing game that will keep opposing defenses 
honest. Quarterback Christian Chapman is 23-6 as a starter, tying 
the school record for QB victories and ranking first in winning 
percentage at 79.3. He has thrown just 11 career interceptions, 
and last season the 6-0, 200-pound junior completed 60.1 percent 
of his passes for 1,873 yards and 13 touchdowns. 

Long, entering his eighth season at San Diego State, is known 
for defense, however, and the Aztecs return seven starters on 
that side of the ball. His 3-3-5 formation has been a challenge for 
opposing offenses going back to when Long coached New Mexico 
from 1998-2008. 

Over the past three seasons, SDSU leads the country in 
turnover margin at plus-43 and interceptions with 63 while 
ranking among the top 12 in six other categories. The Aztecs 
allowed just 20.2 points and 314.5 yards per game last season. 

Back are their two leading tacklers (linebacker Ronley Lakalaka 
and nickel back Parker Baldwin) as well as their leaders in 
tackles for loss (tackle Noble Hall), sacks (end Chibu Onyeukwu), 
interceptions (safety Tariq Thompson) and pass breakups 
(cornerback Ron Smith). 

It’s a team capable of winning the conference for the third time 
in four years. 


& an Diego State coach Rocky Long doesn’t like to assume his 


\5-YEAR RECORD 
47-20 
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Loss 
CT: Conference Title » BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

QB Christian Chapman* (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
Isaac Lessard (6-3, 240, Jr.) 

RB = Juwan Washington (5-7, 190, Jr) 

LT Tyler Roemer* (6-7, 305, So.) 

LG Daishawn Dixon® (6-5, 320, Jr) 

© Dominic Gudino* (6-3, 300, So.) 

RG Keith Ismael’ (6-3, 310, So.) 

RT Ryan Pope* (6-7, 315, Sr.) 

TE Parker Houston (6-3, 240, Jr.) 

WR Tim Wilson Jr. (6-4, 205, So.) 

WR Fred Trevillion* (6-2, 200, Sr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Chibu Onyeukwu’ (6-4, 255, Sr.) 
DT Noble Hall’ (6-3, 265, Sr.) 

DE Myles Cheatum (6-2, 255, Jr) 
OLB Ronley Lakalaka’ (6-0, 225, Sr.) 
MLB Andrew Aleki* (6-3, 220, So.) 
OLB Kyahva Tezino (6-0, 230, Jr) 
CB RonSmith* (6-0, 170, Jr) 

CB Kyree Woods (6-0, 185, Jr.) 

NB Parker Baldwin* (6-2, 215, Sr.) 

S Tariq Thompson® (6-0, 190, So.) 
S Trenton Thompson (6-2, 190, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K John Baron II* (5-11, 190, Sr.) 
P Brandon Heicklen* (6-0. 180, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
2<aesrorrs. 
MRECRUITING REPORT 
‘WTOP SIGNEES tanaka 


1 JR. Justice, 8 S* 
2 Kobe Smith, 2 3* 
3 Nic McTear, © 3* 


Aztecs coach Rocky Long 
capitalized on a good season to 
bring in the No. 2-rated class in 
the Mountain West Conference, 
according to the 247Sports 
Composite Rankings. The group 
features several prospects with 
high-end potential, including 
some dynamic receivers as 
well as powerful running back 
Zidane Thomas, a former Boise 
State commit who as a senior 
captured the Arizona state 
championship and has already 
drawn comparisons to former 
SDSU great Rashaad Penny. 


FOOTBALL 


WASHINGTON: EUGENE TANNER / AP 


MCMARYION: GARY KAZANJIAN / AP 


4 5-YEAR RECORD 
31-35 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bow! Game 


OFFENSE 

QB Marcus McMarylon® (6-2, 203, Sr.) 
RB Jordan Mims* (5-11, 190, So.) 

LT Netane Muti* (6-3, 310, So.) 

LG M.-David Bien-Alme (6-5, 350, Fr) 
Cc MicahSt. Andrew’ (6-3, 343, Sr.) 
RG Syrus Tultele (6-6, 305, So.) 

RT Christian Cronk® (6-5, 305, Sr.) 
TE KyleRiddering® (6-6, 237, Sr.) 
WR Jamire Jordan’ (5-11, 170, Sr) 
WR KeeSean Johnson’ (6-2, 198, Sr.) 
WR Michiah Quick (5-1), 187, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

Kwaml Jones (6-2, 250, Jr.) 
Jasad Haynes (6-1, 280, Jr.) 
Kevin Atkins (6-2, 305, So.) 
Damlen DeGruy (6-3, 246, So.) 
George Helmuth’ (6-1, 225, Sr.) 
Jeffrey Allison’ (6-0, 250, Jr.) 
James Balley* (6-1, 225, Sr.) 
Tank Kelly* (5-10, 183, Sr.) 
Jaron Bryant® (6-1, 176, Jr.) 
Mike Bell* (6-3, 205, Jr.) 

Juju Hughes* (5-11, 182, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
Ks AsaFuller (6-2, 220, Fr.) 
P Blake Cusick* (6-2, 190, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


BASSEEERISE 


Bay srornr 
NRECRUITING REPORT 
STOP SIGNEES 
1 Tyrone Sampson Jr.,C 4% 
2 Isalah Johnson, ATH 3* 
3 Emoryle Edwards, WR 3* 


Former California coach Jeff 
Tedford’s first-year success 
directing the Bulldogs paid instant 
dividends on the recruiting trail 
when he signed the country’s No. 
7 center, 6-3, 295-pound four-star 
prospect Tyrone Sampson Jr., out 
of Detroit, beating out Nebraska 
and Mississippi State, among 
others. It was a small class of 
16 that included a lot of quality, 
including two highly sought 
in-state pickups Fresno beat 
Pac-i2 schools for: 6-3, 215-pound 
athlete Isaiah Johnson, who 
decommitted from UCLA, and 
6-0, 195-pound wideout Emoryie 
Edwards. 


QB Marcus McMaryion 


hen Jeff Tedford took over his alma mater, he 
W appeared to be looking at a long rebuilding project. 
Instead, Fresno State produced a historical 
campaign in 2017. 

The Bulldogs became just the second team to go from double- 
digit losses one season to double-figure victories the following 
year. Miami (Ohio) pulled off that turnaround in 2010. Fresno 
State not only went from 1-11 to 10-4, the Bulldogs won the West 
Division championship and beat Houston 33-27 in the Hawaii 
Bowl. 

All of it prompts the question of what was California thinking of 
in 2012 when it fired Tedford, the 2017 Mountain West Coach of 
the Year? 

A target is on the Bulldogs’ back for this year. Returning eight 
starters on offense and seven on defense, they should again 
compete for the division and conference championships. 

Among those returning is quarterback Marcus McMaryion, who 
last season completed 62.1 percent of his passes for 2,726 yards 
and 14 touchdowns with just five interceptions. His favorite target, 
wide receiver KeeSean Johnson, is also back. Johnson caught 77 
passes for 1,013 yards and eight touchdowns to earn second-team 
all-conference honors. 

The Bulldogs go with a running game by committee, and all 
three backs carried the ball more than 100 times in 2017. Those 
players—Jordan Mims, Josh Hokit and Ronnie Rivers—combined to 
rush for 1,690 yards and 18 touchdowns last season. 

But as well as the Bulldogs played offensively, averaging 27.1 
points per game, they won the division because of their defense. 
Fresno State ranked 10th nationally in allowing 17.9 points per 
game and 15th by giving up a 320.6-yard average per contest. 

The Bulldogs have to replace their entire starting defensive 
line, which includes losing Tobenna Okeke and Robert Stanley, 
who combined for 22.5 tackles for loss and 11.0 sacks last year. 

Fresno’s first-string linebackers and defensive backs return 
intact, however. That includes first-team all-conference linebacker 
Jeffrey Allison, who led the team with 126 tackles (5.5 for loss). 
Tedford’s team, in fact, brings back its top seven tacklers. 

The Bulldogs figure to again battle San Diego State for the West 
Division. This time it won’t be such a surprise. 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 


FRESNO STATE 


BULLDOGS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 
Jeff Tedford 
Second year (10-4) 
CAREER RECORD: 92-61 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kalen DeBoer (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Bert Watts (first year) 


STADIUM: Bulldog Stadium 
(41,031) 

TICKETS: 559-278-DOGS 
SITE: Fresno, Calif. 
WEBSITE: gobulldogs.com 
TWITTER: @FresnoStateFB 


»2018 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 
S$. Idaho 

5.8 @MINNESOTA 
S15 @UCLA 

S.29 Toledo 

0.6 @NEVADA 

0.13 Wyoming 

0.20 @NEW MEXICO 
0.27 Hawaii " 
N.3 @UNLV 

N.10 @BOISE STATE 
N.17_ San Diego State 
N.24 San Jose State 


S.2 Incarnate Word 66-0 
S.9 @ALABAMA 10-41 
S16 @WASHINGTON 16-48 
5.30 Nevada 41-21 
0.7 @SAN JOSE STATE 27-10 
0.14 New Mexico 38-0 
0.21 @SAN DIEGO STATE 27-3 
0.28 UNLV 16-26 
N.4 BYU 20-13 
Nl @HAWAII 31-21 
N.18 @WYOMING 13-7 
N.25 Boise State 28-17 
D.2 @BOISE STATE* 14-17 
0.24 Houston** 33-27 
*MWC Championship Game 


**Hawaili Bowl 
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REBELS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 
Tony Sanchez 
Fourth year (12-24) 
CAREER RECORD: 12-24 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Barney Cotton (fourth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tim Skipper (first year) 


STADIUM: Sam Boyd Stadium 


(35,500) 

TICKETS: 702-739-FANS 
SITE: Las Vegas 
WEBSITE: unlyrebels.com 
TWITTER: @unlvfootball 


} 2018 SCHEDULE re 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 


$1 @USC 

S.8 UTEP 

S15 Prairie View A&M 
S.22 @ARKANSAS STATE 


0.6 New Mexico 38-35 
0.13 @UTAH STATE 28-52 
0.20 Air Force 30-34 
0.27 @SAN JOSE STATE 41-13 
N.3_ Fresno State 26-16 
N10 @SANDIEGOSTATE 10-41 
N17 @HAWAII 31-23 
N.24 Nevada 16-23 
2017 Record: 5-7 

» PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
@B Armani Rogers* (6-5, 225. So. 


RB Lexington Thomas* (5-9, 170, 


Ashton Morgan (6-5, 295, Fr.) 


iT 
LG Jaron Caldwell’ (6-4, 325, Jr.) 


Sid Acosta (6-1, 305, Jr) 
Justin Polu* (6-4, $25, Jr) 


) 
Sr) 


Nathan Jacobson‘ (6-5, 280, Sr.) 
Giovanni Fauolo (6-2, 250, So.) 
Brandon Presley* (6-0, 190, Jr) 
Kendal Keys* (6-4, 205, Sr.) 
Darren Woods Jr. (6-0, 220, Jr) 


DEFENSE 


Jameer Outsey* (6-3, 240, Sr.) 
Salanoa-Alo Wily (6-0, 295, Sr.) 
Kolo Uasike (6-0, 320, Fr.) 
Roger Mann’ (f-3, 265, Sr.) 
Bailey Laolagi* (6-1, 220. Sr.) 
Farrell Hester II* (6-1, 240, So.) 
Gabe McCoy’ (6-2, 215, Jr) 
Jericho Flowers* (5-10, 175, Jr) 
Jocquez Kalili (5-1), 185, Sr.) 
Dalton Baker (5-1), 185, Sr.) 
Greg Francis (6-2, 195, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K 
P 


Evan Pantels’ (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
Evan Pantels* (5-10, 190, Sr.) 


‘Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


aking the _ 4 
postseason 
is rare at UNLV, but the 


Rebels came close last season. 

In going 5-7, they can lament 
the season-opening, mistake- 
filled loss to FCS member 
Howard, a 27-point blown lead 
at Air Force and two failed 
chances to pick 
up a yard and 
put away rival 
Nevada. 

As aggravating 
as those missed 
opportunities 
were for the 
Rebels, coming _ 
that close also r “a 
gives them 
hope. Rogers 

With seven 
starters back from an offense 
that averaged 28.8 points, UNLV 
has a team that should make a 
Tun at its first bowl in five years 
and even cause West Division 
contenders San Diego State 
and Fresno State to be a little 
nervous. 

Quarterback Armani Rogers 
was the Mountain West 
Freshman of the Year last season 
after passing for 1,471 yards and 
six touchdowns and rushing 
for 780 yards and eight scores. 
Running back Lexington Thomas 
provides breakaway ability, last 
season totaling 1,336 yards and 
17 touchdowns while averaging 
6.3 yards per carry. 

UNLV will have to replace 
Devonte Boyd, who finished 
second in school history in 
career receiving yards (3,242) 
and third in catches (198). But 
wide receiver is a deep and 
talented position for fourth-year 
head coach Tony Sanchez. 

Defense is another story. After 
yet another rough season—the 
Rebels allowed 31.8 points— 
UNLV fired two defensive 
coaches, including coordinator 
Kent Baer. The job is up to new 
coordinator Tim Skipper, most 
recently the linebackers coach at 
Florida, to turn around the unit. 

Even though seven starters 
return, position battles 
throughout that side of the 
ball likely will carry deep into 
training camp. 


WOLF PACK 
FAST FACTS J: Norvell a” 
spent 31 years 
HEAD COACH: as an NFL and college 
Jay Norvell assistant before finally getting 


Second year (3-9) 
CAREER RECORD: 3-9 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Matt Mumme (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jeff Casteel (second year) 


STADIUM: Mackay Stadium 
(27,000) 

TICKETS: 775-348-PACK 

SITE: Reno, Nev. 

WEBSITE: nevadawolfpack.com 
TWITTER: @NevadaFootball 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 2017 
Oe Gaim ea a OPPONENT RESULT 
S.1 Portland State 
$.8 @VANDERBILT 


$.15 Oregon State 


$.22 @TOLEDO 24-37 
§.29 @AIR FORCE 42-45 
0.6 Fresno State 21-41 
0.13 Boise State 14-4) 
0.20 @HAWAII 35-21 
0.27 San Diego State 23-42 
N10 Colorado State 42-44 
N17 @SAN JOSE STATE 59-14 
N.24 @UNLV 23-16 
2017 Record: 3-9 

» PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Ty Gangi* (6-2, 210, Sr.) 

RB Kelton Moore* (5-10, 220, Jr.) 

LT Jake Nelson* (6-4, 290, Jr) 

LG Carl Burton-Hill (6-4, 320, Fr.) 

C Sean Krepsz® (6-5, 325, Sr.) 

RG Anthony Palomares’ (6-2, 295. Sr.) 
RT Moses Landis (6-4, 295, Jr) 

WR B.O’Leary-Orange* (6-3, 210, Jr) 
WR McLane Mannix® (5-10, 175, So.) 
WR Kaleb Fossum (5-9. 185, Jr.) 

WR Elijah Cooks (6-4, 210, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DT Jordan Silva (6-4, 260, Sr.) 

NT Hausia Sekona* (6-0, 290, Jr) 
DE Korey Rush (6-0, 265. Sr.) 

SLB Malik Reed* (6-1, 250, Sr.) 
MLB Gabriel Sewell* (5-11, 235, Jr.) 
WLS Lawson Hall (6-0, 230, So.) 

CB Ahki Muhammad’ (5-9, 175. Sr.) 
CB EJMuhammad (5-1!.190, Jr.) 
NB Nephi Sewell* (5-1), 205, So.) 
FS DameonBaber* (5-10, 205, Sr) 
SS Asauni Rufus* (5-1). 190, Sr) 


SPECIALISTS 


= Spencer Pettit* (S-9, 180, Jr.) 
P Quinton Conaway’ (6-0, 200, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


his chance last season to become 
a head coach when Nevada 
hired him. 

And then he discovered what 
a tough job it is for anyone not 
named Chris Ault. 

The Wolf Pack went 3-9 in 
Norvell’s inaugural campaign, 
including a loss at home to FCS 
member Idaho State. 

Norvell clearly has a lot of 
work to do, especially on the 
defensive side, which ranked 
near the bottom nationally in 
multiple categories. Nevada gave 
up averages of 33.9 points and 
471.3 yards per game. 

The good news for the Wolf 
Pack is their offense should 
again be strong. Nevada 
averaged 28.2 points per outing 
behind quarterback Ty Gangi, 
who is back for his senior 
season. Gangi completed 61 
percent of his passes for 2,746 
yards and 25 touchdowns. 


WR McLane Mannix 


He has a talented group of 
receivers joining him in the “Air 
Raid” offense, led by McLane 
Mannix and Brendan O’Leary- 
Orange. That duo combined to 
catch 96 passes for 1,396 yards 
and 10 touchdowns last year. 

Nevada doesn’t need to 
compete for the Mountain West 
title this season, but the Wolf 
Pack can’t have a year like 2017 
when their only victories were 
over Hawaii, San Jose State and 
UNLV. 

This is a proud program that 
expects to win, and Norvell 
needs to at least show he has the 
Wolf Pack heading in the right 
direction if he wants to make all 
those years worth the wait to 
become a head coach. 


UNLV : NEVADA 


ROGERS: TOM R. SMEDES / AP; MANNIX: TOM R. SMEDES / AP 


ROLOWICH, AARON: EUGENE TANNER / AP 


HAWAII 


RAINBOW WARRIORS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Nick Rolovich 
Third year (10-16) 
CAREER RECORD: 10-16 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian Smith (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Corey Batoon (first year) 


STADIUM: Aloha Stadium 
(50,000) 

TICKETS: 808-944-2697 
SITE: Honolulu 

WEBSITE: hawaiiathletics.com 
TWITTER: @HawaiiFootball 


§2018 SCHEDULE peer 
PCAC ea ee OPPONENT RESULT 
A.25 @COLORADO STATE 21-5] 
S| Navy 

S.8 Rice 

5.15 @ARMY WEST POINT 

$.22 Duquesne 

S.29. @SAN JOSE STATE 37-26 


0.6 Wyoming 21-28" 
013 @BYU 20-30 
0.20 Nevada 21-35 
0.27 @FRESNO STATE 21-31 
N.3 Utah State 0-38 
N17 UNLV 23-31 


N.24 @SAN DIEGO STATE 7-28 
2017 Record: 3-9 | *OT 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

@B_ Cole McDonald (6-4, 205, So.) 

RB Freddie Holly Ill (6-0, 2)0, So) 

LT = Asotul Eli* (6-4, 315, Sr) 

LG J.R.Hensley* (6-5, 310, Jr) 

© = Taaga Tuulima (6-2, 280 So.) 

RG Emil Graves (6-3, 275, Jr) 

RT Micah Vanterpool (6-5. 285, Fr.) 
WR M.Armstrong-Brown (6-3, 200, Sr) 
WR Devan Stubblefield (6-0. 190, Sr) 
WR John Ursua* (5-10, 165, Jr) 

WR Cedric Byrd (5-9, 170, Jr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Derek Thomas (6-3, 225, So) 
NT Doug Russell (6-5, 500, Fr.) 

DT Samiuela Akoteu* (6-2. 320, Jr) 
DE Maxwell Hendrie (6-4, 245, So.) 
SLB Solomon Matautia* (6-), 250, |r) 
MLB Jahlani Tavai* (6-4, 235, Sr) 
WLB Malachi Mageo (6-2, 210, Sr) 

CB Eugene Ford’ (6-2, 195, So,) 

CB Rojesterman Farris II* (6-1, 180, Jr.) 
s tkem Okeke (6-0, 220, Jr) 

Ss Jay Dominique (6-2, 190, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Alex Trifonovitch* (6-]. 180, Jr.) 
P = Stan Gaudion* (6-3, 2/0, So) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


hange has ~~ 
fi come to 

the Islands, and how 
third-year coach Nick Rolovich 
handles it will dictate not only 
the program’s short-term future 
but what 
direction it 
will take in 
the coming 
years. 

The 
Rainbow 
Warriors 
underwent 
massive 
turnover, with some players 
(running back Diocemy Saint 
Juste and linebacker Russell 
Williams Jr. among them) having 
exhausted their eligibility and 
others (quarterback Dru Brown 
for Oklahoma State and wide 
receiver Dylan Collie for BYU 
among them) simply leaving. 

That leaves an inexperienced 
team with lots of position 
battles back from a 3-9 season, 
including 1-7 in the Mountain 
West. Hawaii’s lone conference 
victory was over San Jose State, 
and the Warriors lost nine of 
their final 10 games. 

It was a surprising backslide 
from the previous season 
when the Warriors finished 
7-7 (4-4 MWC) and beat Middle 
Tennessee 52-35 in the Hawaii 
Bowl. 

So this time Rolovich will have 
to manage low expectations, but 
he finally gets to implement the 
run-and-shoot offense he ran 
as Hawaii quarterback under 
coach June Jones. Rolovich 
hadn’t implemented the offense 
because Saint Juste, who rushed 
for more than 1,000 yards each 
of the past two seasons, was 
too valuable to minimize the 
running back’s role. 

On the other side of the 
ball, Rolovich had to replace 
defensive coordinator Legi 
Suiaunoa, who became Oregon 
State’s defensive line coach. 
Corey Batoon, formerly 
co-coordinator at Florida 
Atlantic, was hired by his 
hometown Warriors. Batoon will 
try to turn around a defense that 
allowed 33.9 points and 458.8 


yards per game. 


Nick Rolovich & 


SAN JOSE STATE 


SPARTANS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Brent Brennan 
Second year (2-11) 
CAREER RECORD: 2-1] 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kevin McGiven (first year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Derrick Odum (second year) 


STADIUM: CEFCU Stadium 
(30,456) 

TICKETS: 877-SJSU-TIX 
SITE: San Jose 

WEBSITE: sjsuspartans.com 
TWITTER: @SJSUSpartanFB 


2018 SCHEDULE peer 
sSRGeen ames ee OPPONENT RESULT 
A.30 UC Davis 

S.8 @WASHINGTON ST. 

S15 @OREGON 

$.29 Hawaii 26-37 
0.6 Colorado State 14-42 
0.13 Army West Point 

0.20 @SAN DIEGO STATE 7-52 


0.27 UNLV 13-4) 
N.3. @WYOMING 20-17 
N10 @UTAH STATE 10-61 
N17 Nevada 14-59 
N.24 @FRESNO STATE 10-27 


2017 Record: 2-11 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


Montel Aaron’ (6-5, 210, So.) 
Tyler Nevens* (6-0, 218, So) 
Troy Kowalski* (6-5, 295, Jr.) 
Jake Colman (6-5, 290, Sr) 
Dominic Fredrickson (6-4, 297, Jr) 
Jesse Chamberlain (G-3, 280, Fr) 
Jack Snyder* (6-5, 292, So.) 

Josh Oliver* (6-5, 253, Sr.) 

Justin Holmes’ (6-2, 211, Sr.) 
JaQuan Blackwell* (6-0, 198, So.) 
WR Tre Hartley* (6-0. 196, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

Bryson Bridges* (6-2, 29), Sr) 
Owen Roberts* (6-2, 290, Sr) 
Sallosi Latu® (6-3, 310, Sr.) 
Hadari Darden (6-5, 213, Jr) 
Ethan Aguayo (6-2, 220, Jr.) 
Tysyn Parker® (6-}, 215, So.) 
Jamal Scott* (6-2, 257, Sr.) 
Dakari Monroe (5-1), 190, Sr.) 
Nehemiah Shelton (6-2, 170, So.) 
Bobby Brown Il (6-0, 185, So.) 
Jonathan Lenard Jr." (6-1, !92, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K ~~ Bryce Crawford* (6-3, 225, Sr) 
P Bryce Crawford (6-3, 223, Sr) 


$5d58°5 SEB 
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*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


henumbers “| 
were ugly last 
season for San Jose State, 


which scored 15.8 points a game 
and gave 41.7 per outing. 

Opponents had their way on 
the ground, averaging 285.4 
yards per game and 5.4 per 
carry. 

One of the few bright spots 
occurred in the finale when the 
Spartans captured their only 
Mountain West victory with a 
20-17 win over Wyoming. That 
gave them a final record of 2-11. 

Not that this is anything new. 
San Jose State will produce an 
occasional winning season, but 
it’s more likely the Spartans will 
be closer to the bottom of the 
league standings than the top in 
a typical year. 


— 


QB Montel Aaron 


Second-year coach Brent 
Brennan is trying to change that 
history, but this is more ofa 
long-term project than a quick 
turnaround. He didn’t go into 
this job blindly, having served 
as an assistant at SJSU from 
2005-10. The 2006 team was 
the only one to post a winning 
record, appearing in the New 
Mexico Bowl. 

There is some hope, though. 
The Spartans have a core of 
offensive players who have 
shown promise, including 
quarterback Montel Aaron and 
a set of skill players. Aaron 
completed 56 percent of his 
passes for 1,531 yards and eight 
touchdowns last year. 

San Jose State will need to 
score a lot of points because it’s 
doubtful the Spartans will be 
able to stop many opponents. 


Beyond the opener against UC 


Davis, it’s tough to spot many 
victories on the schedule. 


——— 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 
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Washington 


BOWL PROJECTION; Rose Bow! 


Stanford 


BOWL PROJECTION: Fiesta Bow! 


Oregon 
BOWL PROJECTION: Alamo Bow 


California 
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Oregon State 


wh 
2 ] 
13 | 
oe) 
5 J 
6] 
SOUTH DIVISION 


@ 
2 
3] 
@ 
5] 
0 


BOWL PROJECTION: Holiday Bow! 


Utah 


BOWL PROJECTION: Foster Farms Bow! 


UCLA 


BOWL PROJECTION: Sun Bow! 


Arizona 


BOWL PROJECTION: Cactus Bow! 


Colorado 


Arizona State 


USC’s 24-7 loss to Ohio State in the Cotton Bowl was one of 
eight defeats in nine bow! games for the Pac-12 last season. 


Pac-12 looking to bounce 
back from bow! blow-up 


BY BRUCE PASCOE 
Arizona Daily Star (Tucson) 


aybe Kirk Herbstreit had 

a point after all. The ESPN 
analyst ruffled some 
feathers last season when, 
in response to Washington coach Chris 
Petersen’s complaints that the Huskies’ 
string of late kickoffs was “painful,” 
suggested the Pac-12 should be “thanking 
ESPN”—even if the network forced many 
of its late-night game times. 

Then, when bowl season came around 
and the conference lined up nine teams 
for reasonable kickoff times ... only one 
school, Utah, actually won its game. The 
league’s 1-8 record was the worst bowl 
record ever for a Power Five conference, 
and that was without having a team in the 
College Football Playoff for the second 
time in four years. 

Whether it was all those late-night 
kickoffs, the Friday games that cut short 
rest time, key injuries across the conference 
or recruiting shortfalls that became the 
problem, the Pac-12 once again didn’t 
behave like an elite conference. It was 
good, again, but not great. 

Things probably won’t change in the 


immediate future, but the league is trying. 
Five Pac-12 teams hired new coaches, with 
UCLA winning the Chip Kelly Sweepstakes. 
The former Oregon mastermind has 

a lot of personnel work to be done in 
Westwood, but former Texas A&M boss 
Kevin Sumlin inherits an experienced 
roster at Arizona that’s led by dynamic 
quarterback Khalil Tate and Mario 
Cristobal was promoted at Oregon to keep 
the Ducks on their current upswing. 

Things are a little more uncertain at 
Arizona State, where former NFL coach 
Herm Edwards is using corporate-speak to 
help mold the talent-thin Sun Devils into 
something, and also at Oregon State, which 
went back to its roots by hiring former 
Beavers quarterback Jonathan Smith and 
getting Smith’s old head coach at OSU, Mike 
Riley, to sign on as an assistant. 

With USC having proven itself unable 
to reach the College Football Playoff even 
when it had QB Sam Darnold around, the 
conference’s best chances to get back in 
the CFP again are up north at Stanford 
and Washington. The Cardinal return 
Heisman candidate Bryce Love, while 
Washington is loaded at nearly every 
position. The Pac-12 needs one of them 
to break out as a national-title contender 
before its image can be restored. 


USC BOWL GAME: LM OTERO / AP: GAINES: MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / AP 


1) If anyone 
can shake the Bruins from years 
of underachievement, it’s the former 
Oregon offensive whiz. He just needs 
time to rework the roster. 


TRENDING 


STORIES TO WATCH 


TIG =. 2018 STREET & SMITH’S CO 


LOVE: MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / AP 


2018 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by Brandon Huffman, 247Sports 


TOTAL 
SCHOOL 
® usc 18 
© WASHINGTON 21 
© OREGON 24 
© UCLA 28 
© UTAH 23 
© ARIZONA STATE 21 
@ STANFORD 15 
© CALIFORNIA 22 
© WASHINGTON STATE 27 
© COLORADO 21 
@ ARIZONA 21 
© OREGON STATE 24 


ALL-PAC-12 
OFFENSE 


QB Khalil Tate, Jr., Arizona 

RB Bryce Love, Sr., Stanford 

RB Myles Gaskin, Sr., Washington 
OL Nate Herbig, Jr., Stanford 

OL Kaleb McGary, Sr., Washington 
OL ToaLobendahn, Sr., USC 

OL Walker Little, So., Stanford 
OL Trey Adams, Sr., Washington 
TE Kaden Smith, So., Stanford 
WR N’Keal Harry, Jr., Arizona State 
WR Tyler Vaughns, So., USC 


DEFENSE 

DL Greg Gaines, Sr., Washington 

DL Jalen Jelks, Sr., Oregon 

DL Christian Rector, Jr., USC 

DL Kylan Wilborn, So., Arizona 

LB Cameron Smith, Sr., USC 

LB BenBurr-Kirven, Sr., Washington 
LB Troy Dye, Jr, Oregon 

DB Taylor Rapp, Jr, Washington 

DB Marvell Tell Ill, Sr., USC 

DB Jalen Thompson, Jr., Washington State 
DB Julian Blackmon, Jr., Utah 


SPECIALISTS 
K Matt Gay, Sr., Utah 
Pp Mitch Wishnowsky, Sr., Utah 


ON THE RISE 


ARIZONA 
IX » Khalil Tate’s superb dual-threat 


“ae abilities and new coach Kevin 
Sumlin’s track record with quarterbacks 
suggest an ideal match. If the defense 
continues to improve, Arizona will challenge 
for the Pac-12 South title. 


Desert contrast: The differing 

hires of Arizona and Arizona State 
will be compared for years, with UA 
attached to the laid-back Kevin Sumlin 
and ASU going with the energetic Herm 
Edwards. 


2arsrorc= COMPOSITE 


weaker wee ; ee 


5-STAR 4-STAR 3-STAR 
PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS © ye 


4 3 1 291.20 
(0) N 10 259.58 
0 uN 12 254.16 
te) 10 18 245.84 
(0) 2 21 209.32 
ie) 2 19 207.57 
(0) 5 10 202.29 
0 2 20 197.41 
0 2 24 194.56 
0 1 20 185.51 
10) 0 21 181.14 
te) 0) 22 171.16 


>» HEISMAN HOPEFUL 


Stanford’s Bryce Love rushed for 2,118 yards 
and finished second in Heisman 
voting last year despite an 
ankle injury that bothered him 
half of the season. Maybe a full 
season of health does the trick 
for the 5-10, 196-pound running 
back from North Carolina. if 
not, the NFL and med school will be waiting for 
the Human Biology major. 


ON THE WANE 


WASHINGTON STATE 
{ » Even before quarterback 
Tyler Hilinski’s tragic 
suicide, the Cougars were hitting a 
plateau. It will be a minor upset if Mike 
Leach can prevent it from becoming 
a slide. 


With USC 


© replacing quarterback Sam 
Darnold and three other South Division 
teams breaking in new coaches, maybe 
this is the year that Utah breaks through 
for an outright division title. 


RATING THE PAC-12 
» FASTEST RECEIVER 
Tony Brooks-James, Oregon 
Track star opened last season with a 100-yard kick 
return, and should take over for Royce Freeman this 
time. 


» BEST HANDS 
N’Keal Harry, WR, Arizona State 
Big and physical frame belies excellent body control 
and hand-eye coordination. 


» BEST PASSING GB 
Jake Browning, Washington 
ina “down” year last season, Browning was still the 
nation’s 16th most efficient passer. 


» BEST RUNNING GB 
Khalil Tate, Arizona 
The conference's second-leading rusher last season 
behind only Bryce Love. Enough said. 


» MOST ELUSIVE RB 
Myles Gaskin, Washington 
Spurning the NFL Draft only means more headaches 
for Pac-12 defenders. : 


» BEST ATHLETE 
Chase Hansen, LB, Utah 
The former quarterback moved to safety two seasons 
ago and now he’s a linebacker. 


» BEST UNDER PRESSURE 
Justin Herbert, QB, Oregon 
The comparisons in style and personality to former 
Duck signal-caller Marcus Mariota are for real. 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Trey Adams, OT, Washington 
The 6-8, 331-pound senior just has to prove he’s back 
to full speed after tearing his ACL last season. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 
JT Daniels, QB, USC 
Prep All-American skipped his senior high school 
season for a chance to replace Sam Darnold. 


» TOP TRANSFER 
Travon McMillian, R8, Colorado 
The Virginia Tech transfer will help the Buffs replace 
Phillip Lindsay. 


» HARDEST HITTER 
JoJo Mcintosh, S, Washington 
Even when opponents can move the ball against the 
Huskies’ star-studded secondary, it’s going to hurt. 


» BEST INTERVIEW 
Bryce Love, RB, Stanford 
He's conversant in saxophone and stem-cell research. 


» BEST HEAD COACH 
Chris Petersen, Washington 
If Petersen has done anything wrong, it’s setting the 
bar too high, too soon in Seattle. 


» COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
Jim Leavitt, DC, Oregon 
Oregon is paying him dearly ($1.7 million) to spend a 
second season fixing the Ducks’ defense. 


» HOTTEST SEAT 
Mike Macintyre, Colorado 
Issues on and off the field in 2017 quickly dented the 
reputation of the 2016 National Coach of the Year. 


» BEST GAME-DAY ATMOSPHERE 
Husky Stadium, Washington 
Even if bad weather dampens your “sailgating” party, 
the game and views rarely disappoint. 


' TOP SCHOLAR 
Justin Herbert, QB, Oregon 
Some quick reasoning skills—he has a 4.08 GPA—are 
one reason the Ducks’ GB doesn't get rattled easily. 


» BEST TWEETER 
Jim Leavitt, DC, Oregon 
The Ducks’ DC takes fans for a virtual ride on recruiting 
trips while poking fun at his fellow assistant coaches. 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S INTHE APP STORE TI7 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Chris Petersen 
Fifth year (37-17) 
CAREER RECORD: 129-29 


STAF 


FF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Bush Hamdan (first year) 
Matt Lubick (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Pete Kwiatkowski (fifth year) 
Jimmy Lake (third year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Husky Stadium (70,138) 
TICKETS: 206-543-2200 
SITE: Seattle 

WEBSITE: gohuskies.com 
TWITTER: @UW_Football 


2018 SCHEDULE 

$1 Auburn’ 

$8 North Dakota 

S15 @UTAH 

$.22 Arizona State 

$.29 BYU 

0.6 @UCLA 

0.13 @OREGON 

0.20 Colorado 

0.27 @CALIFORNIA 

N.3 Stanford 

N17 Oregon State 

N.23. @WASHINGTON STATE 
"Atlanta, GA 

2017 RESULTS 10-3 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
S.1 @RUTGERS 30-14 
S.9 Montana 63-7 
S.16 Fresno State 48-16 
§.23  @COLORADO 37-10 
S.30 @OREGON STATE 42-7 
0.7 California 38-7 
0.14 @ARIZONA STATE 7-13 
0.28 UCLA 44-23 
N.4 Oregon 38-3 
N.10 @STANFORD 22-30 
N18 Utah 33-30 
N.25 Washington State 41-14 
D.30 Penn State* 28-35 
"Fiesta Bowl 


WASHINGTON 


HUSKIES 


RB Myles Gaskin 


y the time Washington star running 
back Myles Gaskin tweeted out 
three words last Jan. 14, the race had 
become almost unfair. 

“I’m comin back,” he tweeted. 

Of course he was. Gaskin thought seriously 
about declaring for the NFL Draft before the 
Jan. 15 underclassman deadline, expected to 
be taken somewhere in the middle rounds, 
but instead opted to add to the Huskies’ riches 
in what should be another playoff-contending 
season. 

Not only is Gaskin holding off 
on the NFL, but so is one of the 
Pac-12’s best quarterbacks, Jake 
Browning, along with defensive 
lineman Greg Gaines and 
offensive tackle Trey Adams. 

In fact, the only early loss the 
Huskies had was the almost- 
obligatory declaration for the 
pros by defensive tackle Vita Vea. 
Washington’s biggest concern overall might 
be finding a kicker to replace Tristan Vizcaino. 

By comparison, Pac-12 rivals Stanford 
and USC each had four players declare early 
and, in Vea’s case, the Huskies have Gaines 
returning to take a leadership role on the 
defensive front after a knee injury limited 
him late last season. That’s not to say the 
monstrous Vea is easily replaced, but the 
Huskies have enough experience and talent 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
OT Trey Adams 


With surprising agility for his massive 
frame, Adams has the kind of upside that 
would have commanded a first-round 
pick already if he didn’t tear his ACL last 
season. But a year of good health and 
continued improvement with his feet and 
hands will put the left tackle there in 2019. 


up front that they may not drop 


leading rush defense in the 

country last season (2.86 yards 

per carry). The Huskies also 
averaged 3.0 sacks a game, with 
former walk-on linebacker Ryan 

Bowman collecting 5.5 over the season 
(yes, even the walk-ons can play at U-Dub). 
But Washington does need another 

significant presence at linebacker without 
graduated Keishawn Bierria around. Ben 
Burr-Kirven returns at an inside spot after 
leading the team in tackles last season (84), 
while Tevis Bartlett was moved inside after 
pacing the Huskies in tackles for loss (12.0) as 
an outside linebacker in 2017. 


The Huskies are strongest defensively in the 


far off from what was the fourth- 


GASKIN: MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / AP 


secondary, where (you guessed it) all five starters return | 


a 
se 


BROWNING: RICK SCUTERI / AP 


from what was the Pac-12’s best group of defensive 
backs, including a nickel that is used often. Washington 
allowed only 10 touchdown passes all of last season 


_while posting the fifth-stingiest scoring defense in the 


FBS (16.1 points per game). 

Offensively, the Huskies need the most help with 
their wide receivers, who struggled at times last season 
in part because of injuries and then lost leading target 
Dante Pettis when it was over. But there are a lot of 
talented young receivers on the roster, and juniors 
Andre Baccellia and Chico McClatcher return from 
ankle issues. 

Tight end Hunter Bryant is actually Washington’s 
returning leader in receiving yards despite missing a 
month with a knee injury in 2017, and the Huskies also 
have a solid blocking tight end in Drew Sample. 

Then again, Washington may not need much help on 
the offensive line. They return four starters if you count 
Adams, a first-team all-league pick in 2016 who tore 
his ACL midway through last season. Assuming Adams 
returns at full speed, Washington really loses only one 
starter, center Coleman Shelton. His backup, Matt 
James, could take over if the well-regarded Nick Harris 
doesn’t move over from guard to do so. 

There’s enough quality young depth behind 
Browning at quarterback that the transfer to UCLA of 
his backup, K.J. Carta-Samuels, shouldn’t be a factor. 
Redshirt freshman Jake Haener impressed in the spring, 
while true freshmen Jacob Sirmon and Colson Yankoff 
have promise. And while Browning's stats dropped off 
last season compared with 2016, when he was named 
the Pac-12’s Most Valuable Offensive Player, he’s still 
all over Washington’s offensive record books and is 
the school’s all-time leader in touchdown passes (78) 
already. - 

Gaskin, who will likely form a one-two punch with 
Salvon Ahmed at tailback this season, is doing the same 
thing to the rushing records. Already having broken 
school marks for touchdowns (49) and rushing TDs (45), 
Gaskin enters the season just 51 yards shy of Napoleon 
Kaufman’s career school record of 4,106 yards. 

As a bonus for sticking around, Gaskin might also get 
a second appearance at a College Football Playoff after 
the Huskies lost in the semifinals of the 2016 season— 
and maybe even a better spot in the 2019 NFL Draft. 


227 SPORTS. 


RECRUITING REPORT 


‘TOP SIGNEES PAR 
“1 Ale Kaho, 5 S* 

2 Marquis Spiker, \) 4% 

3 Colson Yankoff, 0% 4% 


The best class 
coach Chris 
Petersen has 
signed (second 
in the Pac-12, 
13th nationally) includes the top player in Nevada 
(linebacker Ale Kaho), Idaho (QB Colson Yankoff) 
and, most importantly, in Washington (cornerback 

’ Kyler Gordon). Aside from Yankoff, the Huskies 
signed another Elite 11 finalist in local passer Jacob 
Sirmon and also inked record-setting receiver 
Marquis Spiker out of southern California for new 
offensive coordinator Bush Hamdan. Defensively, 
UW added safety Julius Irvin and defensive tackle 
Tuli Letuligasenoa (who they flipped from USC) to 
Kaho and Gordon. 


‘RETURNING 


STAT LEADERS 


« PASSING 
Jake Browning 


GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. 1D Avg/G 


B12) 


4 RUSHING 
Myles Gaskin 13 | 222 | 1380 | 


Hunter Bryant 9/2) 31 (150 1 


VTACKLES _GP_Solo_Assist Total 
Ben Burr-Kirven Bl) 2} 2 84 
“SACKS ~ GP No. Yards” 
Ryan Bowman — 3B) 55 40 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Byron Murphy 3 V 57 0 


730-336-5 | 68.5 271919 209.2 


GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avo/G 
6.2 | 21) 106.2 


“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
368 


‘2017 TEAM STATS 
nna om 


SCORING 209 
Points Per Game 362 16.1 
FIRST DOWNS 271 219 
Rushing 116 93 
Passing 134 ns 
Penalty 21 il] 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2382 3 
Yards gained rushing 2677 1747 
Yards lost rushing 295 436 
Rushing Attempts 473 459 
Average Per Rush 5.0 29 
Average Per Game 183.2 100.8 
TDs Rushing 37 N 
PASSING YARDAGE . 
Comp-Att-Int 240-348-5 272-417-15 
Average Per Pass : 61 
Average Per Catch 12.0 9.4 
Average Per Game 222.2 197.2 
TDs Passing 19 10 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5271 3874 
Total Plays 821 876 
Average Per Play 6.4 44 
Average Per Game 405.5 298.0 
KICK RETURNS: #-YDS 27-608 65-1218 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 25-458 11-58 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 15-243 5-42 
KICK RETURN AVG. 22.5 18,7 
PUNT RETURN AVG, 18.3 53 
INT RETURN AVG. 16.2 8.4 
FUMBLES-LOST 15-6 22-9 
PENALTIES-YARDS 54-445 55-514 
Average Per Game 34.2 39.5 
PUNTS-YARDS 46-1917 73-2962 
Average Per Punt 41,7 40.6 
Net punt average 39.5 34.0 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 28;31 31:29 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 69/152 76/201 
3rd-Down Pct. 45% 38%, 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 6/12 13/20 
4th-Down Pct. 50% 65% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 39-259 20-166 
MISC. YARDS 21 0 
TDS SCORED 62 24 
FG-ATTEMPTS 13-22 14-20 
ATTENDANCE 481755 227403 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/68822 5/4548] 
Neutral Site Games 1/61842 


Hing 88 144 135104 0 471 
Opponent 55 49 43 62 0 209 
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2017 


CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


OFFENSE 


QB 


Jake Browning’ (6-2, 206, Sr.) 
Jake Haener (6-0, 196, Fr) 
Myles Gaskin* (5-10, 19), Sr.) 
Salvon Ahmed (5-11, 191, So.) 
Trey Adams* (6-8, 331, Sr.) 
Jared Hilbers (6-7, 309, Jr.) 
Luke Wattenberg (6-5, 306, So.) 
Jaxson Kirkland (6-7, 316, Fr) 
Matt James (6-5, 300, Sr.) 
Nick Harrls* (6-1, 297, Jr.) 
Jesse Sosebee® (6-5, 306, Sr.) 
Devin Burleson (6-8, 334, Jr.) 
Kaleb McGary* (6-8, 325, Sr.) 


. Henry Bainivalu (6-5, 300, Fr.) 


WR 


Hunter Bryant (6-2, 245, So.) 
Drew Sample® (6-5, 261, Sr.) 
Aaron Fuller (5-10, 190, Jr.) 
Chico McClatcher (5-8, 176. Jr.) 
Andre Baccellia (5-10, 173, Jr.) 
Ty Jones (6-4, 215, So.) 
Quinten Pounds (6-0, 182, Jr.) 
Alex Cook (6-1, 192, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 


DT 


DT 


cB 


cB 


Jaylen Johnson (6-3, 294, Sr.) 
Benning Potoa’e® (6-3, 275, Jr.) 
Greg Gaines® (6-2, 313, Sr.) 
Shane Bowman (6-4, 288, Sr.) 
Levi Onwuzurike (6-3, 283, So.) 
Jared Pulu (6-4, 283, Jr) 

DJ Beavers (6-1, 220, Jr.) 

Myles Rice (6-3, 246, So.) 

Tevis Bartlett* (6-2, 238, Sr.) 
Brandon Wellington (6-0, 224, Jr.) 
Ben Burr-Kirven’ (6-0, 221, Sr.) 
Matt Preston (6-2, 235, Sr.) 
Ryan Bowman (6-0, 258, So.) 
Camllo Elfler (6-1, 225, So.) 
Byron Murphy’® (5-11, 184, So.) 
Keith Taylor (6-2, 193, So.) 
Austin Joyner* (5-10, 193, Jr.) 
Jordan Miller* (6-1, 180, Sr.) 


s Taylor Rapp* (6-0, 207, Jr.) 
Isatah Gilchrist (5-11, 205, So.) 

s JoJo Mcintosh® (6-1, 211, Sr.) 
Brandon McKinney (6-0, 201, So.) 

SPECIALISTS 

K Van Soderberg (6-0, 198, So.) 

P = Joel Whitford* (6-3, 220, Jr.) 

*Returning Starter 

Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 

David Shaw 
Eighth year (73-22) 
CAREER RECORD: 73-22 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tavita Pritchard (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Lance Anderson (fifth year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Stanford Stadium 
(50,424) 

TICKETS: 800-STANFORD 
SITE: Stanford, Calif. 
WEBSITE: gostanford.com 
TWITTER: @StanfordFball 


2018 SCHEDULE 


DATE) OPPONENT 


San Diego State 


S.8 USC 

S.15 UC Davis 

S.22 @OREGON 

S.29 @NOTRE DAME 

0.6 Utah 

0.18 @ARIZONA STATE 

0.27. Washington State 

N.3. @WASHINGTON 

N.10 Oregon State 

N.17 @CALIFORNIA 

N.24 @UCLA 

2017 RESULTS 9-5 
A.26 Rice* 62-7 
$.9 @USC 24-42 
S.16 @SAN DIEGO STATE 17-20 
$.23 UCLA 58-34 
S.30 Arizona State 34-24 
0.7 @UTAH 23-20 
0.14 Oregon 49-7 
0.26 @OREGON STATE 15-14 
N.4. @WASHINGTON ST. 21-24 
N.10 Washington 30-22 
N18 California 17-14 
N.25 Notre Dame 38-20 
Dill USCes 28-31 
0.28 37-39 


Tcu’** 


*Sydney, Australia 
**Pac-12 Championship Game 
***Alamo Bowl 


STANFORD 


CARDINAL | 


=: 


RB Bryce Love |) #7, 


7 hen Heisman runner-up Bryce 
Love decided to return to 
Stanford for his senior season, 
that opened the possibility of a 
breakthrough in more ways than one. 

Maybe Love now can break a streak of five 
Heisman Trophy runners-up at Stanford— 
including himself last season, when he lost 
out to Oklahoma’s Baker Mayfield—and maybe 
the Cardinal makes its first-ever College 
Football Playoff appearance partly as a result 
of his presence. 

After all, Stanford already may lead 
the nation in high-level continuity, 


ded 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
OL Walker Little 


One reason Bryce Love should again be 
in contention for the Heisman—en route to 
the NFL Draft himself—is the protection he 
gets from Stanford's cerebral and physical 
offensive line. That Little became the first 
true freshman in the last 17 seasons to 
start for that unit tells you something. 


always with enough returning Se Se nagged at him half of last season. 
talent and experience to A un NN But there’s a lot of issues the 
contend for Pac-12 North / Spee of Sitti? a Cardinal still have even with 
titles and top-10 rankings. But Ae Love around this time, in large 
the next step has eluded the 1 part because three key defensive 
Cardinal. Stanford didn’t make players—tackle Harrison Phillips, 
any of the first four CFPs and, safety Justin Reid and safety 


last season, Love became the latest 
in Stanford’s long chain of Heisman 
runners-up, following John Elway (1982), Toby 
Gerhart (2009), Andrew Luck (2010, 2011) and 
Christian McCaffrey (2015). 

So maybe better things will happen if Love 
can match or exceed his production this 
season, after he averaged an FBS-record 8.1 
yards per rush and totaled 2,118 yards despite 
an ankle injury that cost him a game and 
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Quenton Meeks—did decide to leave 
school early. Stanford must find a way to 

fill those serious holes in a defense that was 
already short of its high standards last season 
and hope for good health from quarterbacks 
KJ. Costello and Davis Mills while also keeping 
up with that ascendant group at Washington 
that Stanford will visit on Nov. 3. 

Defense is the most problematic area to 
fix, not only considering its losses but also the 


LOVE: MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / AP 


>. 


ARCEGA-WHITESIDE: MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / AP 


fact that a normally reliable rushing defense allowed 
the seventh-most rushing yards in the Pac-12 last season 
(169.0 per game). The Cardinal lose four of their five 
sack and tackle-for-loss leaders, most notably Phillips, 
who anchored the line while recording 7.5 sacks and 
17.0 tackles for loss last season. The Cardinal needs 
Dylan Jackson and Jovan Swann to move into bigger 
roles on the line while hoping the linebacking unit 
becomes a strength. Stanford returns inside linebackers 
Bobby Okereke and Jordan Perez while moving 

Joey Alfieri outside, where Casey Toohill and Curtis 
Robinson have plenty of experience. 

The secondary, which was part of the reason 
Stanford ranked just 81st nationally in pass defense 
last season, is not only in doubt because Meeks and 
Reid took off but also because Alijah Holder has been 
sidelined with significant shoulder (2016) and leg (2017) 
injuries after a strong freshman campaign in 2015. 

Injuries kept Costello and Mills out of spring practice, 
but Costello was dependable over the second half of 
last season while leading Stanford to the North Division 
title. He has plenty of other options returning aside 
from Love, too. Backup tailback Cameron Scarlett is 
dependable—especially in goal-line situations—while 
Trevor Speights proved himself in limited opportunities 
last season when Love’s ankle issues surfaced. 

Stanford already has established possession receivers 
Trenton Irwin and JJ Arcega-Whiteside, and now brings 
in speedy redshirt freshman Osiris St. Brown to adda 
big-play threat. 

The Cardinal's solid offensive line features not only 
veteran center Jesse Burkett and guard Nate Herbig 
but also fast-rising tackle Walker Little, who became an 
honorable mention All-Pac-12 pick as a true freshman 
last season. 

Stanford coach David Shaw has to deal with the loss 
of offensive coordinator Mike Bloomgren, who became 
Rice’s head coach, but chances are good that new 
coordinator Tavita Pritchard won’t be lost. He’s been on 
the staff for eight years already and was a quarterback 
for the Cardinal. 

Pritchard is yet another example, along with Love’s 
return, that Stanford’s continuity continues this season. 
Whether they can translate that into an appearance on 
college football’s highest stage is the question. 
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class for coach 1 Tanner McKee, 0° 4* 


David Shaw— 
only 14 players 
were signed—but 
it went national, with Stanford bringing in just two 
players from California in four-star quarterback 
Tanner McKee and four-star receiver Michael Wilson. 
The Cardinal traveled East for three defensive ends: 
four-stars Andres Fox and Thomas Booker and 
three-star Tobe Umerah. They signed three players 
from Georgia, with cornerback Kendall Williamson 
and linebacker Caleb Kelly joining Umerah. And 
Shaw is hoping that Justus Woods of Charlotte, N.C., 
turns out as well as the last running back he signed 
from North Carolina, reigning Pac-12 Player of the 
Year Bryce Love. 


2 Jack West, © 4* 
3 Michael Wilson, / ~~ 4% 
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Y RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING _ 
K.J. Costello 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. 1D Avo/G_ 


1 B95 124-2M-4 | 58.8 | 157314 143.0 
“RUSHING — GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Bryce Love B 263) 28 8.1 19 1629 


“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/6 


MWArcega-Whiteside 11 48 781 163 9 | 710 
“TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total. 
Bobby Okereke 4) 48 | 48 | 9% 

“SACKS GP. Var 
Bobby Okereke Wi 40 8 

‘INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Frank Buncom 3) 7 ) Wd) 0 


2017 TEAM STATS 
| STATISTIC _| STAN | OPP_| 
SCORING 453 318 
Points Per Game 32.4 22.7 
FIRST DOWNS 248 293 
Rushing 110 128 
Passing ai 143 
Penalty 27 22 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2833 2366 
Yards gainedrushing 3095 2713 
Yards lost rushing 262 347 
Rushing Attempts 480 516 
Average Per Rush 5.9 46 
Average Per Game 202.4 169.0 
TDs Rushing 3] 18 
PASSING YARDAGE 2 3306 
Comp-Att-Int 208-363-8 274-433-18 
Average Per Pass 7.2 76 
Average Per Catch 12.5 121 
Average Per Game 186.3 236.1 
TDs Passing 23 20 
TOTAL OFFENSE 544) 5672 
Total Plays 843 949 
Average Per Play 6.5 6.0 
Average Per Game 388.6 405.1 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 45-1130 26-452 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 20-172 19-187 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 18-191 8-30 
KICK RETURN AVG, 2511 74 
PUNT RETURN AVG, 8.6 9.8 
INT RETURN AVG, 10.6 3.8 
FUMBLES-LOST 18-4 20-10 
PENALTIES-YARDS 81-662, 93-866 
Average Per Game 47.3 61.9 
PUNTS-YARDS 57-2586 54-2097 
Average Per Punt 5.4 38.8 
Net punt average 41.0 34,5 


TIME OF POSS,/GAME 30:16 29:44 


3RD-DOWN CONV. 75/176 83/191 
3rd-Down Pct. 43% 43% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 7/12 7/18 
4th-Down Pct. 58% 39% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 32-215 17-103 
MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDS SCORED 56 39 
FG-ATTEMPTS 21-26 15-21 
ATTENDANCE 284388 _ 230509 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/47398 — 5/46102 
Neutral Site Games 3/46262 


STANFORD 89 143 102 19 0 453 
Opponent 61 102 68 87 0 318 


‘i 5-YEAR RECORD 
50-18 
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2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB K.J.Costello* (6-5, 216, Jr) 
Davis Mills (6-4, 211, So.) 

FB Reagan Williams (6-3, 219, Sr.) 
Houston Heimulli (5-11, 240, So.) 

RB BryceLove’ (5-10, 196, Sr.) 
Cameron Scarlett (6-1. 214, Sr.) 

LT Walker Little* (6-7, 317, So.) 
Foster Sarell (6-7, 319, So.) 

LG Nate Herbig* (6-4, 348, Jr) 
Dylan Powell (6-3, 284, Jr.) 

C = _ Jesse Burkett* (6-4, 309, Sr.) 
Brian Chaffin (6-2, 291, Sr.) 

RG Brandon Fanaika (6-3, 313, Sr) 
Nick Wilson (6-3, 280, Sr.) 

RT A.T. Hall® (6-5, 306, Sr.) 
Devery Hamilton (6-7, 501, Jr.) 

TE KadenSmith (6-5, 253, Jr) 
Colby Parkinson (6-7, 234, So.) 

WR JJArcega-Whiteside* (6-3, 221, Sr.) 
Connor Wedington (6-0, 197, So.) 

WR Trenton Irwin* (6-2, 204, Sr.) 
Osiris St. Brown (6-2, 184, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Jovan Swann (6-2, 274, Jr) 
Dylan Jackson’ (6-6, 275, Sr.) 

DT Michael Williams (6-2, 289, Jr.) 
Dalyn Wade-Perry (6-4, 324, So.) 

DE Dylan Jackson* (6-6, 275, Sr.) 
Thomas Schaffer (6-7, 267, Jr.) 

OLB Joey Alfieri (6-3, 236, Sr.) 
Curtis Robinson (6-3, 236, Jr.) 

1LB Bobby Okereke* (6-3, 232, Sr.) 
Mustafa Branch (5-11, 215, Sr) 

1LB Jordan Perez* (6-2, 219, Sr.) 
Sean Barton (6-3, 224, Sr.) 

OLB Casey Toohill (6-4, 247, Sr.) 
Jordan Fox (6-3, 23), Jr.) 

CB AlijahHolder* (6-2, 184, Sr) 
Paulson Adebo (6-/, 188, So.) 

CB Malik Antoine (5-], 188, Jr.) 
Alameen Murphy* (5-11, 203, Sr.) 

FS  BenEdwards (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
Brandon Simmons (6-0, 196, Sr.) 

SS Frank Buncom* (6-2, 198, Sr.) 
Stuart Head (6-4, 188, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Jet Toner* (6-4, 201, Jr.) 
P Jake Bailey* (6-2, 188, Sr.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 
Mario Cristobal 
First year (0-1) 

CAREER RECORD: 27-48 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Marcus Arroyo (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jim Leavitt (second year) 


STADIUM: Autzen Stadium 
(54,000) 

TICKETS: 800-WEB-FOOT 
SITE: Eugene, Ore. 
WEBSITE: goducks.com 
TWITTER: @oregonfootball 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 


$1 Bowling Green 
5.8 Portland State 
S15 San Jose State 
§.22 Stanford 

$.29 @CALIFORNIA 
0.13 Washington 
0.20 @WASHINGTON STATE 
0.27 @ARIZONA 

N.3 UCLA 

N10 @UTAH 

N.17__ Arizona State 
N.23. @OREGON STATE 


+2017 RESULTS 7-6 
$.2 Southern Utah 77-2) 
$.9 Nebraska 42-35 
S.16 @WYOMING 49-13 
S.23. @ARIZONA STATE 35-37 
$.30 California 45-24 
0.7 Washington State 10-33 
0.14 @STANFORD 7-49 
0.21 @UCLA 14-3) 
0.28 Utah 41-20 
N.4__ @WASHINGTON 3-38 
N18 Arizona 48-28 
N.25 Oregon State 69-10 
D.16 Boise State* 28-38 


*Las Vegas Bowl 


OREGON 


DUCKS 


QB Justin Herbert 


illie Taggart left Oregon after just one season as head 

coach, but the Ducks effectively replaced him with 

two head coaches. At least in terms of salary and 
reputation. 

Mario Cristobal was promoted from co-offensive coordinator 
to take over the program but the school also managed to keep 
defensive coordinator Jim Leavitt around despite passing him 
over for the top job. 

One reason: Leavitt was given a new contract worth an average 
of $1.7 million, not much less than the $2.5 million Cristobal will 
be paid. 

It’s easy to see why Oregon dug deep to keep Leavitt happy. 
He turned Colorado’s defense around in 2016 and started to do 
the same at Oregon last season. With a defense among the worst 
in the Pac-12 in every category during a last-place season in 2016, 
the Ducks became the league’s second-best rushing defense last 
season and allowed the fourth-fewest yards (369.2 per game) 
overall. 

Linebacker Troy Dye has already led the Ducks in tackles 
for two seasons (107 in 2017) and he might become the Pac-12’s 
top defensive player this season as a junior. Justin Hollins is an 
athletic playmaker on the outside, while the Ducks’ defensive line 
is strong, too, led by Jalen Jelks. After bursting onto the scene as 
a true freshman last season, Thomas Graham Jr. is the emerging 
star in the secondary, while veteran leader Ugochukwu Amadi 
will stay at safety after moving there in 2017. 

Oregon’s offense features another critical holdover: 
quarterback Justin Herbert, a potential Heisman candidate whose 
effectiveness was clear not only while he was playing—but also 
when he missed five games with a broken collarbone. The Ducks 
were 6-2 with Herbert and 1-4 without him. 

Fifth-year running back Tony Brooks-James will get first crack 
at replacing leading rusher Royce Freeman, one of Oregon’s 
biggest challenges, though the Ducks have an experienced 
offensive line returning for protection. While Herbert doesn’t 
have proven standouts to throw to yet, Dillon Mitchell showed 
signs of developing into one last season when Herbert was 
healthy. 

While residing in the Pac-12 North doesn’t help the Ducks’ 
upside, the schedule does. Oregon opens with three home 
nonconference games, doesn’t have to play USC and gets to host 
Stanford and Washington in Eugene. If the Ducks can win either 
of those two big home matchups, look out. 


\5-YEAR RECORD 
44-22 
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CT: Conference Title * BGs Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


QB Justin Herbert* (6-6, 23), Jr.) 

RB Tony Brooks-James (5-9, 185, Sr.) 
LT Brady Aiello (6-7, 312. Jr.) 

LG Shane Lemieux* (6-4, 315, Jr.) 

C Jake Hanson* (6-5, 298, Jr) 

RG Calvin Throckmorton’ (6-5, 316, Jr.) 
RT George Moore (6-6, 312, Jr.) 

TE Jacob Breeland’ (6-5, 243, Jr) 
WR Brenden Schooler (6-2, 192, Jr) 
WR Dillon Mitchell Ill* (6-1, 188, Jr.) 
WR Johnny Johnson (6-0. 194. So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Jalen Jelks* (6-6, 246, Sr.) 

DT Jordon Scott* (6-1, 336, So.) 

DE Drayton Carlberg (6-5, 289, Jr.) 
LB Kaulana Apelu (5-1), 204, Sr) 

LB Troy Dye* (6-4, 221, Jr.) 

LB sLa’Mar Winston Jr.* (6-2, 220, Jr.) 
LB Justin Hollins (6-5, 237, Sr) 

CB Deommodore Lenoir (5-1), 194, So.) 
CB Thomas Graham Jr." (5-1), 184, So.) 
S Nick Pickett (6-1, 199, So.) 

S  Ugochukwu Amadi* (5-9, 199. Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Adam Stack (6-2, 176, So.) 
P Adam Stack* (6-2, 176, So.) 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2a srortrs 

WRECRUITING REPORT 
2a 

“TOP SIGNEES TARA 

1 Penel Sewell, OT 4% 

2 Jalen Hall, We 4% 

3 Steve Stephens, © dv 


Despite a transition from 
former head coach Willie 
Taggart to Mario Cristobal just 
days before the early signing 
period, the Ducks rallied to 
finish with a top-20 class, 
strengthened by the signing 
of the West's top offensive 
lineman, Utah's Penei Sewell, 
who picked the Ducks over 
Alabama, USC and Utah. Oregon 
also landed one of the best 
safety tandems in the West in 
four-star Steve Stephens from 
Fresno and four-star Jevon 
Holland of Oakland. Cristobal 
picked up a solid quarterback in 
Elite 11 finalist Tyler Shough. 


HERBERT: TED S. WARREN / AP 


BOWERS: CHRIS PIETSCH / AP 


\5-YEAR RECORD 
24-37 
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CT: Conference Title » BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


OFFENSE 

QB Ross Bowers’ (6-2, 190, Jr.) 
RB Patrick Laird* (6-0, 205, Sr.) 
LT Patrick Mekari* (6-4, $20, Sr.) 
LG Kamryn Bennett* (6-3, 315, Sr.) 

c Addison Ooms* (6-4, 305. Sr.) 

RG Valentino Daltaso* (6-4, 305, So.) 
RT Jake Curhan* (6-6, 340, So.) 

TE Ray Hudson (6-3, 245. Sr.) 

WR Vic Wharton Ill’ (5-1), 190. Sr.) 

WR Demetris Robertson (6-0, 185, So.) 
WR Kanawai Noa* (6-0, 180, Jr) 


DEFENSE 

Luc Bequette’ (6-2, 300, Jr) 
Chris Palmer (6-2, 335, Sr) 
Zeandae Johnson (6-4, 300, Jr) 
Cameron Goode* (6-3, 220, So.) 
Jordan Kunaszyk* (6-3, 235. Sr.) 
Gerran Brown (6-2, 220, Jr) 
Alex Funches® (6-2, 225, Sr.) 
Elijah Hicks* (S-1}, 185, So.) 
Camryn Bynum’ (6-0, 180, So.) 
Jaylinn Hawkins* (6-2, 205, Jr) 
Ashtyn Davis* (6-], 190, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Gabe Siemieniec (6-), 230, So.) 
P Steven Coutts (6-4, 220, Jr.) 


BAaSSbbEERSE 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Say srorrs. 
SRECRUITING REPORT 


“TOP SIGNEES shat 
7 Will Craig, ©) 4% 

2 Nikko Remigio, “" 4% 

3 McCallan Castles, f© 4 


The first full recruiting class 
for Justin Wilcox was strong 
in northern California, one of 
the second-year head coach's 
renewed focuses in Berkeley. 
The Bears pulled in a stellar class 
of offensive linemen headlined 
by Granite Bay, Calif., four-star 
tackle Will Craig. Wilcox also 
lured some quality four-star 
offensive weapons in tight end 
McCallan Castles of Lake Tahoe, 
receiver Nikko Remigio from 
national champion Mater Dei in 
Santa Ana, Calif., and Oceanside, 
Calif., running back Christopher 
Brown. 


CALIFORNIA 


GOLDEN BEARS 


the end zone during the Bears’ shocking upset win over 
Washington State last season, he ran into a tough critic: 
his mom, Joanne, the former gymnastics coach at Washington. 

“She said ‘Why didn’t you do a double?” Bowers recalls. 

Maybe she had a point. The entire Cal football team stretched 
itself last season, and it often paid off. Expected to do close to 
nothing in coach Justin Wilcox’s debut, the Bears went 5-7 and 
came within a three-point loss to Stanford of bowl eligibility. 

Wilcox didn’t view it as just a feel-good debut, either, but as a 
building block. 

“It’s time for us to take the next step,” Wilcox says of the 2018 
season. “Where we finished last year simply isn’t good enough. 
We’ve got to get better across the board.” 

Their returning experience suggests they can. The Bears have 
a virtually intact secondary, some promising linebackers and an 
experienced offense all the way around. 

Even Bowers, who threw for 3,039 yards last season, will be 
pushed to do even better by dual-threat South Carolina transfer 
Brandon Mcllwain. 

Whoever earns the job at quarterback will have good options 
to work with. A former walk-on, running back Patrick Laird 
rushed for 102.5 yards per game last season, while Vic Wharton 
Il leads a deep group of receivers that once again includes 
Demetris Robertson and Melquise Stovall, both of whom missed 
last season with injuries. The Bears also may showcase tight ends 
Ray Hudson and Jan Bunting (a Michigan grad transfer) more 
often now that offensive coordinator Beau Baldwin will also be 
overseeing them. 

Losses on the defensive line may be Cal’s biggest concern, 
though end Zeandae Johnson returns from an injury. Depth is thin 
at linebacker, especially on the inside, though the Bears are solid 
in the secondary with returning starters at all positions, including 
a fast-rising speedster at safety in Ashtyn Davis. 

But while Cal could be better overall in Wilcox’s second season, 
it won’t necessarily show up in the win column. The Bears will 
face North Carolina, BYU and Oregon before October, and things 
don’t get any easier from there. 


A fter California quarterback Ross Bowers flipped into 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Justin Wilcox 
Second year (5-7) 
CAREER RECORD: 5-7 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Beau Baldwin (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tim DeRuyter (second year) 


STADIUM: California Memorial 
Stadium (62,467) 

TICKETS: 800-GO-BEARS 
SITE: Berkeley, Calif. 
WEBSITE: calbears.com 
TWITTER: @CalFootball 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1__ North Carolina 

S.8 @BYU 

S15 Idaho State 

5.29 Oregon 

0.6 @ARIZONA 

0.13 UCLA 

0.20 @OREGON STATE 
0.27 Washington 

N.3 @WASHINGTON STATE 
N10 @USC 

N.17_ Stanford 

N.24 Colorado 


» 2017 RESULTS 5-7 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
S.2. @NORTHCAROLINA 35-30 


S.9 Weber State 33-20 
S16 Ole Miss 27-16 
S.23. USC 20-30 
S.30 @OREGON 24-45 
0.7 @WASHINGTON 7-38 
0.13 Washington State 37-3 
0.21 Arizona (20T) 44-45 
0.28 @COLORADO 28-44 
N.4 Oregon State 37-23 
N.18 @STANFORD 14-17 
N.24 @UCLA 27-30 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 
Mike Leach 
Seventh year (38-38) 
CAREER RECORD: 122-81 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Leach (seventh year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tracy Claeys (first year) 


STADIUM: Martin Stadium (32,952) 
TICKETS: 800-GO-COUGS 

SITE: Pullman, Wash. 

WEBSITE: wsucougars.com 
TWITTER: @wsucougfb 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
$1 @WYOMING 

S.8 _ San Jose State 

$.15 Eastern Washington 
$.21 @USC 

$.29 Utah 

0.6 @OREGON STATE 
0.20 Oregon 

0.27, @STANFORD 

N.3 California 

N.10 @COLORADO 
N.17_ Arizona 

N.23. Washington 


+2017 RESULTS 9-4 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
$2 Montana State 31-0 
S.9 Boise State (30T) 47-44 
$.16 Oregon State 52-23 
S.23 Nevada 45-7 
$.29 USC 30-27 
0.7 @OREGON 33-10 
0.13 @CALIFORNIA 3-37 
0.21 Colorado 28-0 
0.28 @ARIZONA 37-58 
N.4__ Stanford 24-21 
N.1l_ @UTAH 33-25 
N.25. @WASHINGTON 14-4] 
D.28 Michigan State* 17-42 
*Holiday Bowl 


THIS COW I 
OMI SOVLE 


WASHINGTON ST. 


COUGARS 


offseason at Washington State by the time New Year’s 

hit. After building the Cougars into a perennial Pac-12 
contender over six years in Pullman, coach Mike Leach was facing 
at least a temporary plateau and, reportedly, was engaged in 
some mutual flirting with Tennessee over its vacancy. The athletic 
director who hired Leach and gave him freedom, Bill Moos, took 
off for Nebraska. Leach’s star defensive coordinator, Alex Grinch, 
left to join Urban Meyer at Ohio State, and five other assistants 
departed. Fourteen starters took off (seven on each side of the 
ball), including standout quarterback Luke Falk and leading 
rusher Jamal Morrow. 

Then the Cougars’ new projected starting quarterback, Tyler 
Hilinski, committed suicide in January, adding perspective and an 
incomprehensible layer of grief to it all. 

So where do the Cougars go now? However possible, they need 
to start by finding a new quarterback—and that won’t be easy. 
The best bets might be either highly regarded freshman Cammon 
Cooper or grad transfer Gardner Minshew, who threw for 2,140 
yards at East Carolina last season before initially committing to 
Alabama and then flipping to WSU in late March, which provided 
a much greater opportunity. 

Whoever wins the job has to figure out where to get the ball, 
and how to do it quickly. The Cougars’ already-mediocre offensive 
line lost three starters, while two of its top receivers from last 
season left prematurely: Isaiah Johnson-Mack transferred to 
Duquesne and Tavares Martin Jr. opted for the NFL after he was 
dismissed in December. At running back, if James Williams and 
Keith Harrington don’t move into bigger roles, freshman Max 
Borghi could find one right away. 

New defensive coordinator Tracy Claeys has to retool what 
was an ascendant group led by lineman Hercules Mata’afa, 
who left early for the NFL, but it helps that linebacker Peyton 
Pelluer received a sixth year of eligibility. The Cougars’ leading 
tackler, safety Jalen Thompson, will need to carry a largely thin 
secondary. 

The kind of nine-win effort WSU put up last season can 
hardly be taken for granted this time. Even with three winnable 
nonconference games, just getting just back to that level might be 
a minor upset. 


O n the field alone, it was already looking like a rough 
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NT: National Title 


QB Gardner Minshew (6-2. 216, Sr) 
RB James Williams (6-0, 200, Jr) 
HB Renard Bell’ (5-8, 160, So.) 

LT Andre Dillard* (6-5, 305, Sr.) 
LG Josh Watson (6-4, 285, So.) 

C Frederick Mauigoa® (6-3, 310, Jr.) 
RG Robert Valencia (6-6, 290, Sr.) 
RT Abraham Lucas (6-6, 305, Fr.) 
WR Tay Martin (6-3, 185, So.) 

WR Kyle Sweet (6-0, 190, Sr) 

WR Dezmon Patmon (6-4, 220, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Nnamdi Oguayo* (6-3, 240, Jr.) 
NT Taylor Comfort (6-0, 280, Sr.) 
DT Nick Begg (6-5, 260, Sr) 
Chima Onyeukwu (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
LB Peyton Pelluer (6-0, 225, Sr.) 
Dillon Sherman (6-1, 220, So.) 
NB Hunter Dale* (5-10, 200, Sr.) 
CB SeanHarper Jr. (6-2. 182, Sr.) 
CB Darrien Molton® (5-10, 188, Sr) 
FS Skyler Thomas (5-9, 178, So.) 
SS Jalen Thompson’ (6-0, 185. Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Jack Crane (6-2, 190, So.) 
P Blake Mazza (5-9. 175, Fr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Say srorrs. 


RECRUITING REPORT 


“TOP SIGNEES ARATE 
1 Cammon Cooper, 05 4" 

2 Rodrick Fisher, Wh 4% 

3 Max Borghi, APS 48 


Washington State withstood 
the pursuit of Mike Leach as 
head coach at a few schools 
and several departures of his 
assistants to sign one of its best 
classes ever. 

The big name is four-star 
southpaw quarterback Cammon 
Cooper, who enrolled early and 
will compete for the starting 
role. The Cougars would love 
the Utah native to replicate 
what his predecessor from the 
Beehive State, Luke Falk, did. 
Leach and staff also added 
four-star receiver Rodrick Fisher 
and four-star all-purpose back 
Max Borghi to the mix. 


LEACH: YOUNG KWAK / AP 


TOGIAL: DAVID ZALUBOWSKI / AP 


“5-YEAR RECORD 
19-42 
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CT: Conference Title * BGs Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


OFFENSE 

@B Jake Luton (6-7, 234, Sr.) 

RB Artavis Plerce (5-1), 20), Jr) 

tr Blake Brandel* (6-7, 31), Jr) 

LG GusLavaka* (6-4, 370, Jr) 

¢ Sumner Houston* (6-2, 290, Sr.) 
RG Trent Moore* (6-4, 293, Sr.) 

RT Clay Cordasco (6-5, 307, Jr) 

TE Noah Togiai* (6-4, 242, Jr.) 

WR Timmy Hernandez’ (6-0, 198, Sr) 
WR Trevon Bradford (6-0, 178, Jr.) 
WR Isaiah Hodgins* (6-4, 201, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE EluAydon (6-3, 380, Jr.) 

NT Kalan! Vakamellalo* (6-3, 316, Sr.) 

DE LaMone Williams (6-3, 283, Sr.) 

LB Bright Ugweegbu’ (6-2. 235. Sr.) 
Andrzej Hughes-Murray (6-2, 242, Jr.) 
Jonathan Willis* (6-1, 232, Sr.) 

LB Kee Whetzel (6-3, 202, So.) 

CB Dwayne Williams (5-9, 182, Sr.) 

CB Xavier Crawford* (6-1, 174, Jr) 

S Jalen Moore* (6-0, 212, Jr) 

S __ David Morris* (6-3, 208, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
« Jordan Choukair* (6-1, 193, Jr.) 
P Alex Bland (6-2, 211, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


2aw'sPraorrs. 
NYRECRUITING REPORT 
“TOP SIGNEES Qenin 
1 Matthew Tago, 474 46 

2 Jermar Jefferson, 88 5% 

3 Joshua Gray, oO) 3° 


A coaching change in 
Corvallis actually benefited 
Oregon State's class, with 
former Fiesta Bow! quarterback 
Jonathan Smith taking over at 
his alma mater and the Beavers 
rallying inside the state and in 
California. 

They held on to previous 
commitments like tight end 
Isaiah Smalls from Los Angeles 
and then added four-star athlete 
Matthew Tago, a former UCLA 
commit who chose the Beavers 
over Nebraska, plus dynamic 
southern California running back 
Jermar Jefferson. 


OREGON STATE 


BEAVERS 


TE Noah Togiai 


hen Jonathan Smith declared himself “at my dream 
W job, in my dream town, at my dream school” upon 

taking over as head coach at Oregon State last 
November, it could have come off as manufactured or, well, just 
crazy. 

After all, Oregon State went just 1-11 last season, had the 
Pac-12’s worst scoring offense and defense, had its head coach 
quit midseason and watched its starting quarterback get his 
back nearly snapped in half. Then there’s the ongoing issues: 
competing in a division with multiple perennial CFP contenders, 
and attracting less than 18,000 season-ticket holders. 

This was a dream job? 

But Smith said it is and, considering his past history at OSU, his 
words were taken seriously. This was a guy who walked on to the 
Beavers as a freshman quarterback and left as the school’s all-time 
leader in passing yards and touchdowns, then worked his way 
up the coaching ladder to run Washington’s powerful offense last 
season. 

He has equity and credibility at Oregon State. But he’ll also 
need a lot of patience this season. 

Smith and offensive coordinator Brian Lindgren will have to 
shift the Beavers from a spread offense into an uptempo, pro-style 
attack at a time when they lose several key skill players, including 
rushers Ryan Nall and Thomas Tyner, along with wide receivers 
Jordan Villamin and Seth Collins. There’s also no guarantee what 
they’ll get from returning quarterback Jake Luton, who suffered 
a thoracic spine fracture early last season, although juco transfer 
Jack Colletto can either take the job or become a reliable backup. 
Noah Togiai proved to be one of the Pac-12’s best tight ends last 
season while leading OSU in receiving yards (41.9 per game) and 
running back Artavis Pierce rushed 68 times while averaging 4.8 
yards per carry and making 15 catches. 

There isn’t much depth defensively, especially on the line, 
while a linebacking unit that already lost leading tackler Manase 
Hungalu was without Bright Ugwoegbu in the spring because 
of an indefinite suspension. The secondary also needs more 
playmakers to emerge, though safety David Morris was OSU’s 
second-leading tackler as a true freshman last season. 

Smith hired another Corvallis-lover in Mike Riley, the former 
OSU and Nebraska head coach, to become his assistant head 
coach and help the Beavers change their momentum. If they can 
keep expectations low, and ignore an opener at Ohio State, it 
won’t be all bad. 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Jonathan Smith 


First year 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian Lindgren (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tim Tibesar (first year) 


STADIUM: Reser Stadium (45,674) 
TICKETS: 1-800-GO-BEAVS 

SITE: Corvallis, Ore. 

WEBSITE: osubeavers.com 
TWITTER: @BeaverFootball 


»2018 SCHEDULE 
S$. @OHIO STATE 
$.8 Southern Utah 
S15 @NEVADA 

$.22 Arizona 

S.29  @ARIZONA STATE 
0.6 Washington State 
0.20 California 

0.27 @COLORADO 
N.3 USC 

N10 @STANFORD 
N.17_ @WASHINGTON 
N.23 Oregon 


» 2017 RESULTS 1-11 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
A.26 @COLORADO STATE 27-58 


S.2 Portland State 35-32 
S.9 Minnesota 14-48 
S16 @WASHINGTONST, 23-52 
S.30 Washington 7-42 
0.7 @USC 10-38 
0.14 Colorado 33-36 
0.26 Stanford 14-15 
N.4 @CALIFORNIA 23-37 
Nl @ARIZONA 28-49 
N18 Arizona State 24-40 
N.25 @OREGON 10-69 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Clay Helton 
Fourth year (27-10) 
CAREER RECORD: 27-10 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tee Martin (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Clancy Pendergast (third year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Los Angeles Memorial 
Coliseum (93,607) 

TICKETS: 213-740-GOSC 

SITE: Los Angeles 

WEBSITE: usctrojans.com 
TWITTER: @USC_Athletics 


2018 SCHEDULE 
S$... UNLV 
S.8 @STANFORD 
S15 @TEXAS 
S.21_ Washington State 
S.29_ @ARIZONA 
0.13 Colorado 
0.20 @UTAH 
0.27 Arizona State 
N.3. @OREGON STATE 
N10 California 
N.17 @UCLA 
N.24 Notre Dame 


2017 RESULTS 11-3 


S.2. Western Michigan 49-3) 


S.9 Stanford 42-24 
S.16 Texas (20T) 27-24 
S.23 @CALIFORNIA 30-20 
S.29 @WASHINGTON ST. 27-30 
07 Oregon State 38-10 
0.14 Utah 28-27 
0.21 @NOTRE DAME 14-49 


0.28 @ARIZONA STATE 48-17 


N.4 Arizona 49-35 
N11 @COLORADO 38-24 
N18 UCLA 28-23 
D1 Stanford* 31-28 
D.29 Ohio State** 7-24 


*Pac-12 Championship Game 
“Cotton Bowl 


USC 


TROJANS 


LB Cameron Smith 


fter Clay Helton won 21 games in 
his first two full seasons as USC’s 
, head coach, the Trojans gave him a 
“A contract extension through 2023. 

Which, of course, means little. This is USC, 
after all. 

Even though the Trojans are into a more 
stable era under Helton and won 11 games 
last year, they still fell short of the program’s 
always-high expectations. They struggled with 
turnovers, gave up too many big plays, were 
frequently penalized and leaned heavily on 
quarterback Sam Darnold to come up 
with something, anything. They 
missed the College Football 
Playoff and then they lost to 
Ohio State in the Cotton Bowl. 

Now Darnold is gone, as 
is 1,550-yard rusher Ronald 
Jones II and 1,114-yard receiver 
Deontay Burnett. Oh, and there’s 
those September road games at 
Stanford, Texas and Arizona, plus a home 
game with Washington State. 

There’s not much time to reboot. Nor 
patience. But Helton knows that. 

“We do not believe in staying comfortable 
or staying stagnant,” Helton says. “We 
understand the expectations at USC and that 
is to win championships.” 

The talent is there to win big again. But the 
Trojans may need to rely more on a defense 
that returns eight starters, gaining from the 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 


LB Cameron Smith 


With Sam Darnold gone and JT Daniels 
yet to prove himself in college, the Trojans’ 
next big thing in the 2019 draft might be 
a linebacker who is a menace inside with 
his combination of size, tackling ability and 
instincts. He's often exactly in the right 
place at the right time. 


decisions of safety Marvell Tell III, 
linebacker Cameron Smith and 
cornerback Iman Marshall to 
hold off on the NFL Draft. 
Offensively, while Helton is 
settling on a replacement for 
Darnold among sophomore Matt 
Fink, redshirt freshman Jack Sears 
and highly regarded incoming freshman JT 
Daniels, USC still has plenty of good rushing 
options. The Trojans have four starters 
returning to the offensive line, too, plus senior 
tight end Tyler Petite. 

Provided he recovers as expected from 
back surgery that kept him out in the spring, 
Stephen Carr will again flash similar size 
and talent to that of the departed Jones. 

Carr rushed for 363 yards last season while 
showing a combination of size, strength and 


SMITH: CARLOS OSORIO / AP 
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open-field quickness, and he was also a capable pass- 
catcher out of the backfield with 188 receiving yards. 
Helton’s team also has experience in the backfield 
with senior Aca’Cedric Ware and sophomore Vavae 
Malepeai, a physical runner who is proven in short- 
yardage situations. 

At receiver, sophomore Tyler Vaughns might be the 
next USC star, having collected 809 receiving yards last 
season. Junior Michael Pittman Jr. was a solid receiver 
in 2017 and made the all-conference team as a special- 
teams player. 

The only question is who will be feeding the ball to 
all these guys. Helton famously switched from Max 
Browne to Darnold after three games in 2016 and it 
wouldn’t be a surprise if the quarterback situation 
wasn’t settled until that point this season. Like, say, 
if Fink gets the job because of his experience in the 
system—not to mention impressive mobility—and then 
Daniels later takes over because of his immense talent. 
Such a move became distinctly possible when Daniels, 
the Gatorade National High School Player of the Year 
last season, decided to reclassify and skip his senior 
year of high school. 

But however it all shakes out offensively, the Trojans 
will need their defense to hold up in some tough early 
games. The defensive line is deep and experienced; 
it will have to replace sack artist Rasheem Green, but 
Smith and Tell should make a big jump as leaders and 
playmakers. The Trojans also return Porter Gustin on 
the outside after toe and bicep injuries last season kept 
him from expanding on a 68-tackle campaign in 2016. 

Under defensive coordinator Clancy Pendergast, 
the Trojans are unapologetically aggressive, with a 5-2 
scheme that can morph into a 3-4 or 4-3. They led the 
nation in sacks last season with 46,0, and were fourth in 
red-zone defense, but also gave up enough big plays to 
average 395.6 yards allowed. 

The Trojans’ secondary should be able to improve 
that last number because Tell is one of four returning 
starters in the secondary and there’s plenty of talent 
around him, Helton says the goal now is to have one of 
the best secondary units in the nation and that, overall, 
“our defense can carry our team this year.” 

It might have to, especially in all those big early games 
when the Trojans’ season could be quickly defined. 


2a'srPorTs. 
RECRUITING REPORT 

Fresh off ‘y TOP SIGNEES 4 
winning the Pac- | Amon-Ra St. Brown, |) S* 


12 title for the 
first time since 
2008, USC signed 
the top class in the conference again and the No. 4 
group nationally. The Trojans struck gold at perennial 
USC pipeline Mater Dei, landing five-star quarterback 
JT Daniels and five-star receiver Amon-Ra St. Brown 
as well as four-star linebacker Solomon Tuliaupupu 
from the Santa Ana, Calif., high school. The Trojans 
also returned to Las Vegas Bishop Gorman to ink 
five-star linebacker Palaie Gaoteote IV. Plus, they 
signed the top two cornerbacks on the West Coast 

in San Diego's Isaac Taylor-Stuart and Mission Viejo, 
Calif., star Olaijah Griffin, the son of rapper Warren G. 


2 JT Daniels, 9 S* 
3 Palaie GaoteotelV, = 5S» 
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sy RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING — 
Matt Fink 
GP _Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. 1D Avg/G 


3) 1068) 6-9-0 | 667 4 10, 43 


“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Stephen Carr 10 65) 363 5.6 3) 363 


RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


TylerVaughns 14 57 809 | 142151] 578° 
“TACKLES —_GP_Solo_Assist__Total_ 
Cameron Smith 4. 60 | 2 M2 

SACKS _ GP No. Yards _ 
Christian Rector 2) 95 | 56 

“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Jack Jones 4 i] 43 | 0 


RB Stephen Carr 


2017 TEAM STATS 
BAe ee 


SCORING 456 366 
Points Per Game 32.6 26.1 
FIRST DOWNS 340 282 
Rushing 134 122 
Passing 192 130 
Penalty 14 30 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2591 2221 
Yards gained rushing 294] 2621 
Yards lost rushing 350 400 
Rushing Attempts 543 510 
Average Per Rush 4.8 4.4 
Average Per Game 185.1 158.6 
TDs Rushing 29 20 
PASSING YARDAGE 4) 1 
Comp-Att-Int 309-491-13 258-475-16 
Average Per Pass 8. 7 
Average Per Catch 13.5 12.9 
Average Per Game 299.0 237.0 
TDs Passing 26 22 
TOTAL OFFENSE 6777 5539 
Total Plays 1034 985 
Average Per Play 6.6 5.6 


Average Per Game 484] 395.6 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 40-90] 48-1156 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 21-229 19-181 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 16-209 13-195 


KICK RETURN AVG, 22.5 241 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 10.9 9.5 
INT RETURN AVG. 13.1 15.0 
FUMBLES-LOST 21-14 20-9 
PENALTIES-YARDS 107-975 94-784 
Average Per Game 69.6 56.0 
PUNTS-YARDS 56-2289 71-3003 
Average Per Punt 40.9 423 
Net punt average 36.6 37,4 


TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 30:55 29:05 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 78/190 74/207 


3rd-Down Pct. 41% 36% 
ATH-DOWN CONV. 12/27 15/27 
4th-Down Pct. 44% 56% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 46-279 30-217 
MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDS SCORED 60. 46 
FG-ATTEMPTS 12-17 15-23 
ATTENDANCE 508781 — 260925 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/72683 _ 5/52185 
Neutral Site Games 2/5771 
usc 94 130 76 146 10 456 
Opponent 58 123 76 102 7 366 


 5-YEAR RECORD 
48-20 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB MattFink (6-3, 190, So.) 
JT Daniels (6-3, 205, Fr.) 

RB Stephen Carr (6-0, 210, So,) 
Aca’Cedric Ware (6-0, 195, Sr.) 

LT Clayton Johnston (6-5, 295, Jr) 
Austin Jackson (6-6, 290, So.) 

LG = Chris Brown* (6-5, 310, Sr.) 
Jordan Austin (6-5, 290, Sr.) 

C —_ ToaLobendahn* (6-3, 290, Sr.) 
Brett Nellon (6-2, 295, Fr) 

RG Andrew Vorhees’ (6-6, 510, So.) 
Frank Martin Il (6-4, 300, So.) 

RT ChumaEdoga’ (6-4, 295, Sr.) 
Jalen McKenzie (6-5, 305, Fr) 

TE Tyler Petite* (6-4, 250, Sr.) 
Daniel Imatorbhebhe (6-5, 235. Jr.) 

WR Michael Pittman Jr.* (6-4, 215, Jr) 
Velus Jones Jr. (6-0, 190, So.) 

WR Pie Young (5-11, 170, So.) 
Trevon Sidney (5-1), 170, So.) 

WR_ Tyler Vaughns* (6-2, 185, So.) 
Josh Imatorbhebhe (6-2, 215, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Christian Rector* (6-4, 275, Jr.) 
Connor Murphy (6-7, 260, Jr.) 

NT Marlon Tuipulotu (6-5, 295, Fr.) 
Brandon Pili (6-4, 320, So.) 

DE Malik Dorton (6-2, 280, Sr) 
Liam Jimmons (6-4, 285, So.) 

OLB Jordan losefa* (6-2, 225, Jr) 
Oluwole Betiku Jr. (6-5, 250, Jr.) 

ILB Cameron Smith’ (6-2, 250, Sr.) 
Tayler Katoa (6-2, 250, Fr.) 

LB John Houston Jr.* (6-3, 210, Jr.) 
Levi Jones (6-3, 220, So.) 

OLB Porter Gustin (6-5, 255, Sr.) 
Juliano Falaniko (6-4, 220, So.) 

CB Iman Marshall* (6-), 205, Sr.) 
Jonathan Lockett (5-1), 180, Sr) 

CB Jack Jones* (5-1), 170, Jr.) 
Ajene Harris* (5-10, 190, Sr.) 

FS Marvell Tell III* (6-2, 195, Sr.) 
C.J. Pollard (6-1, 185, So.) 

SS __ YkiliRoss (6-1, 190, Jr.) 
Bubba Bolden (6-3, 190, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
« Chase McGrath* (6-0, 190, So.) 
P Reid Budrovich* (5-1), 185, Sr.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD 


Kyle Whittingham 


COACH 


14th year (111-56) 


CAREER RECORD: 111-56 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Troy Taylor (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Morgan Scalley (third year) 


TEAM 


STADIUM: Rice-Eccles Stadium 


INFO 


(45,807) 

TICKETS: 801-581-UTIX 
SITE: Salt Lake City 
WEBSITE: utahutes.com 
TWITTER: @Utah_Football 


2018 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 


A.30 
S.8 


201 


A3) 


“Heart 


Weber State 

@NORTHERN ILLINOIS 

Washington 

@WASHINGTON STATE 

@STANFORD 

Arizona 

USC 

@UCLA 

@ARIZONA STATE 

Oregon 

@COLORADO 

BYU 

7 RESULTS 7-6 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT 

North Dakota 37-16 

@BYU 19-13 

San Jose State 54-16 

@ARIZONA 30-24 

Stanford 20-23 

@USC 27-28 

Arizona State 10-30 

@OREGON 20-41 

UCLA 48-17 

Washington State 25-33 

(@WASHINGTON 30-33 

Colorado 34-13 

West Virginia* 30-14 

of Dallas Bowl 

18 STREET 


QB Tyler Huntley 


ven after earning what turned out 

to be the Pac-12’s only bowl win last 

season, Utah coach Kyle Whittingham 

still had somewhat of an empty 
feeling. The Utes, with a strong rushing 
defense, an improving offense and productive 
special teams, still went just 3-6 in conference 
play while losing three games by three points 
or less. 

“We were really close this year and nobody 
cares about being close,” he said after Utah 
beat West Virginia 30-14. “I guess the positive 
of that is that we were not far away.” 

They should get closer this season, maybe 
even leaping into a Pac-12 South title. Not only 
should the Utes have their usual tough run 
defense, but there’s more offensive continuity 
with quarterback Tyler Huntley and offensive 
coordinator Troy Taylor both back. Then 
there’s the fact that, down in Los Angeles, USC 
lost Sam Darnold and new UCLA coach Chip 
Kelly has a transition to deal with. 

While the Utes’ offense was in a state of flux 
last season, adjusting to Taylor while filling 
holes all over the place and having Huntley 
grab the quarterback job from senior Troy 
Williams, it should be much more reliable 
this time. The only area of real change on the 
offense this time is at wide receiver, where 
the Utes’ top two threats, Darren Carrington II 
and Raelon Singleton, are gone. 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 


LB Chase Hansen 


A former quarterback who played 
safety and is now a linebacker, the 
hard-hitting Hansen doesn’t lack versatility 
or athleticism. While his upside might 
be limited at age 25—and even though 
injuries limited him as a freshman and 
junior—Hansen is a reliable playmaker no 
matter where he is on the field, 


But Utah brings back Britain Covey from 
an LDS mission in Chile while adding Texas 
Tech transfer Bronson Boyd. Just 5-8 and 
170 pounds, Covey was difficult to stop as a 
freshman with his speed, low center of gravity 
and ability to change directions, though he 
took the spring off to get back into shape and 
re-acclimate to his Utah life. Boyd will also be 
coming back from a long layoff that included 
missing his senior year of high school with 
a shoulder injury and sitting out last season 
following his transfer from Lubbock, where 
he was dismissed because of an alleged 
altercation with a teammate shortly after 
enrolling early in 2017. 

Also shaking off some rust: running 


HUNTLEY: ELAINE THOMPSON / AP 


‘Ss RETURNING 


| STAT LEADERS 
back Armand Shyne, who was Utah’s leading rusher 


before suffering an ACL tear in the middle of the 2016 
campaign and also missing last season with a broken 
arm. Shyne could give the Utes a powerful one-two 
punch along with 1,000-yard rusher Zack Moss. Utah’s 
third-leading back last season, Devonta’e Henry-Cole, 
also returns. 

The offensive line lost standout Salesi Uhatafe but 
returns four starters and should be stronger overall as 
a result. 

Whittingham took advantage of new rules allowing 


10 full-time assistant coaches by handing one spot to 
Gary Andersen, who resigned as Oregon State’s head 
coach midway through last season. He’s now the Utes’ 
associate head coach and D-line coach, but Morgan 
Scalley remains as defensive coordinator. 

Andersen won’t have it easy right away, though. 
The Utes have to replace three defensive linemen who 
were dominant at times—Kylie Fitts, Filipo Mokofisi, 
and Lowell Lotulelei-and improve on a defense that 
gave up 170 rushing yards in conference games, a mark 
below the unit’s historical standards. End Bradlee Anae 
will be counted on to lead the unit after recording a 
team-high 7.0 sacks along with 10 tackles for loss and 
three forced fumbles last season, and junior-college 
transfer Jeremiah Jordan should help right away. 

The move of safety Chase Hansen to a rush- 
linebacker spot should ease some of the pressure off 
that newly reconstructed line, and the linebacking unit 
will get help from Cody Barton, Donavan Thompson 
and juco transfer Bryant Pirtle. 

The strength of Utah’s defense should be in the 
secondary, where second-team All-Pac-12 cornerback 
Julian Blackmon returns along with fellow starters 
Marquise Blair, Corrion Ballard, Javelin Guidry and 
Jaylon Johnson. 

Utah’s kicking game may be the strongest in the 
country, with punter Mitch Wishnowsky and kicker 
Matt Gay both strong All-America candidates. 

If the defense can behave more characteristically, 
there should be enough for Utah to challenge for the 
Pac-12 South title, especially considering that most of 
Utah’s top opponents will be traveling to Salt Lake City. 
The Utes just need to make sure they stay a few points 


ahead of everybody this time. 
2<FsPoRTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 
The Utes » TOP SIGNEES tannin 
landed perhaps 1 Jack Tuttle, 46 
their best prep 2 Solomon Enis, .° 4* 
quarterback ever 3 Tennessee Pututau, a 
in Jack Tuttle, 


a Top247 passer from San Marcos (Calif.) Mission 
Hills, and the Elite 11 finalist enrolled in time for 
spring practice. He'll have some weapons to throw 
to as well, including four-star receiver Solomon 
Enis, the son of former Penn State All-American 
and first-round draft pick Curtis Enis; he spurned 
his father’s alma mater for the Utes. Defensively, 
Hunter Lotulelei, the cousin of ex-Ute standout Star 
Lotulelei, and Jackson Cravens, the nephew of head 
coach Kyle Whittingham, were two major in-state 
pickups. 
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“PASSING 
Tyler Huntley 
GP Effi. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 


10! B82 | 199-312-100 | 638 245 2a 
“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 


Tack Moss B 24) 3 55110 902 
RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
Siaosi Mariner 1) 20 393 197 1 | 357 
‘TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Chase Hansen 8 3) OCS 

SACKS _ __ GP No, _Yards 
Bradlee Anae Bi 10 49 

‘SINTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Julian Blackmon 4/7 4 | 03 0 


SCORING 384 301 
Points Per Game 29.5 23.2 
FIRST DOWNS 299 227 
Rushing 133 87 
Passing 136 17 
Penalty 30 23 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2132 1707 
Yards gainedrushing 2577 2027 
Yards lost rushing 445 320 
Rushing Attempts 526 427 
Average Per Rush 4] 40 
Average Per Game 164.0 131.3 
TDs Rushing 22 14 
PASSING YARDAGE 3242 2692 
Comp-Att-Int 261-427-14 246-441-14 
Average Per Pass 7.6 6.1 
Average Per Catch 12.4 10.9 
Average Per Game 249.4 20711 
TDs Passing 18 V7 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5374 4399 
Total Plays 953 868 
Average Per Play 5.6 51 


Average Per Game 413.4 338.4 
KICK RETURNS: #-YDS 18-324 29-657 


PUNT RETURN AVG. 10.4 3.9 
INT RETURN AVG. 9.0 6.5 
FUMBLES-LOST 25-12 19-13 
PENALTIES-YARDS 88-789 69-644 
Average Per Game 60.7 49.5 
PUNTS-YARDS 52-2282 67-2934 
Average Per Punt 43.9 43,8 
Net punt average 42.2 38.3 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 32:31 27:29 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 62/176 73/193 
3rd-Down Pct, 35% 38% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. Wig 6/1 
4th-Down Pct. 58% 55% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 25-188 39-240 
MISC. YARDS 
TOSSCORED 42 33 
FG-ATTEMPTS 30-35 24-31 
ATTENDANCE 321390 294424 
Games/Avg PerGame 7/45913 _5/58885 
Neutral Site Games 1/20507 
UTAH 71 120 88 105 0 384 
Opponent 54 80 63 104 0 301 


5-YEAR RECORD 
40-24 


9-4 10-3 9-4 
2013 2015 | 2016 | 2017 


if 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB TylerHuntley* (6-1, 200, Jr) 
Jack Tuttle (6-3, 210, Fr) 

RB Zack Moss* (5-10, 217, Jr.) 
Armand Shyne (5-1), 210, Jr.) 

LT Jackson Barton* (6-7, 308, Sr.) 
Johnny Capra (6-6, 30), Jr) 

LG Paul Toala (6-4, 319, Jr.) 
Orlando Umana (6-4, 520, So.) 

C Lo Falemaka* (6-5, 295, Sr.) 
Paul Toala (6-4, 319, Jr.) 

RG Jordan Agasiva* (6-5, 320. Sr.) 
Alani Havili-Katoa (6-3, 305, Sr.) 

RT Darrin Paulo* (6-5, 313, Jr) 
Nick Ford (6-5, 315, Fr.) 

WR SiaosiMariner* (6-2, 195, Jr) 
Bronson Boyd (6-0, 190, Fr.) 

WR Samson Nacua’ (6-5, 195, So.) 
Jameson Field (5-11, 187, Sr.) 

WR_ DemariSimpkins* (5-10, 184, Jr.) 
Bryan Thompson (6-2, 205, So.) 

WR Britain Covey* (5-8, 170, So.) 
Jaylen Dixon (5-9, 165, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Bradlee Anae* (6-3, 254, Jr) 
Davir Hamilton (6-2, 240, So.) 

DT LekiFotu (6-5, 323, Jr.) 
Hauati Pututau (6-3, 296, So.) 

DT Pita Tonga (6-), $0), So.) 
John Penisini (6-2, 3/5, Jr) 

DE Maxs Tupai (6-1, 250, So.) 
Nick Heninger (6-2. 244, So.) 

LB Cody Barton* (6-2, 230, Sr) 
Donavan Thompson (5-10, 219, Jr.) 

LB Chase Hansen* (6-5, 250, Sr) 
Chris Hart (6-2, 225, Jr.) 

NB Javelin Guidry* (5-9, 190, So.) 
Tareke Lewis (5-11, 180, Jr.) 

CB Julian Blackmon* (6-1, 190, Jr) 
Jaylon Johnson (6-0, 190, So.) 

CB Tyrone Smith (6-4, 200, Jr.) 
Jaylon Johnson (6-0, 190, So.) 

FS Marquise Blair* (6-2, 195, Sr.) 
Philip Afia (6-1, 195, Jr.) 

SS Corrion Ballard* (6-3, 200, Sr.) 
Philip Afia (6-1, 195, Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Matt Gay’ (6-0. 230, Sr.) 
P Mitch Wishnowsky* (6-2, 220, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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PAC-12 — SOUTH 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Chip Kelly 


First year 
CAREER RECORD: 46-7 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Chip Kelly (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jerry Azzinaro (first year) 


STADIUM: Rose Bowl (91,136) 
TICKETS: 310-UCLA-WIN 
SITE: Los Angeles 

WEBSITE: uclabruins.com 
TWITTER: @UCLAFootball 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1 Cincinnati 

S.8 @OKLAHOMA 
$.15 Fresno State 
§.28 @COLORADO 
0.6 Washington 

0.13 @CALIFORNIA 
0.20 Arizona 

0.26 Utah 

N.3 @OREGON 

N10 @ARIZONA STATE 
N17 USC 

N.24 Stanford 


» 2017 RESULTS 6-7 
S.3. Texas A&M 45-44 
S.9 Hawaii 56-23 
S.16 @MEMPHIS 45-48 
S.23 @STANFORD 34-58 
$.30 Colorado 27-23 
0.14 @ARIZONA 30-47 
0.21 Oregon 31-14 
0.28 @WASHINGTON 23-44 
N.3 @UTAH 17-48 
N.ll_ Arizona State 44-37 
N18 @USC 23-28 
N.24 California 30-27 
D.26 Kansas State* 17-35 
"Cactus Bowl 
a_ 


UCLA 


BRUINS 


RB Bolu Olorunfunmi 


a turbocharged spread offense that captivated college 
football, so maybe he’s the one who will end UCLA’s 
dismal trend of 20 years without a conference championship. 

It just may take a little time. Even for him. 

After a four-year stint in the NFL with the Eagles and 49ers, 
Kelly returns to college football to inherit a team that lost star 
quarterback Josh Rosen and three other players early to the 
NFL Draft, has mediocre lines on both sides, plus a defense that 
allowed 36.6 points and a league-worst 287.4 rushing yards per 
game. 

UCLA agreed to pay him an annual average of nearly $4.7 
million per year to deal with it. 

Kelly, of course, will be his own offensive coordinator while 
bringing along longtime aide Jerry Azzinaro to coordinate the 
defense. Together, the staff emphasized basics such as tackling in 
spring ball, while making it clear constant physicality was a must. 

“It’s just a great change,” running back Bolu Olorunfunmi 
says. “I think it’s what we need. Coach Kelly brings in a mental 
toughness that I haven’t experienced since I’ve been here.” 

The Bruins are expected to shift from a 4-3 to a 3-4 defense 
in an effort to better stop the run, while likely using an end/ 
linebacker or a nickel at times. Known to prefer bigger and longer 
offensive linemen, Kelly also moved the 6-2, 305-pound Boss 
Tagaloa from nose tackle to center. The arrival of juco transfer 
end Steven Mason and a number of other incoming linebackers 
and linemen should help fill that need over time. The secondary 
is in relatively good shape with three starters back, including 
cornerbacks Darnay Holmes and Nate Meadors. 

Offensively, Kelly inherits a pair of rushers (Olorunfunmi and 
Soso Jamabo) who combined for 1,011 yards last season. But Kelly 
may need a while to settle on a quarterback: Returning backup 
Devon Modster was the early leader but the Bruins have highly 
regarded freshman Dorian Thompson-Robinson, the nation’s 
second-ranked dual-threat QB, according to 247Sports, arriving in 
the fall. 

There are a lot of transitions to make all the way around in 
Kelly’s first year. But after that, judging by Kelly’s college track 
record, success won’t be a matter of “if” but “when.” 


C hip Kelly went 46-7 over four years at Oregon, introducing 


\ 5-YEAR RECORD 
38-26 
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LOSS 
CT: Conference Title + BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

@B Devon Modster (6-2. 210, So.) 

RB Bolu Olorunfunmi* (5-10, 215, Sr.) 
LY = Andre James* (6-4, 310. Jr.) 

LG Josh Wariboko-Alali (6-2, 305, Jr) 
C Boss Tagaloa (6-2, 505, Jr) 

RG Michael Alves* (6-5, $20, So.) 

RT Jake Burton (6-5, 295, So.) 

TE Caleb Wilson* (6-4, 235, Jr) 

WR Christian Pabico (6-0, 195, Sr) 
WR Dymond Lee (6-2, 185, So.) 

WR Theo Howard* (6-0, 180, Jr) 


DEFENSE 


DE Rick Wade (6-6, 275, Jr) 

DT Chigozie Nnoruka* (6-2, 295, Jr.) 
DE Osa Odighizuwa (6-2, 275, So.) 
LB Jaelan Phillips (6-5. 255, So.) 

LB Josh Woods® (6-2, 235, Sr.) 

LB Krys Barnes* (6-2, 240, Jr.) 

Le Kelsean Lucier-South (6-4, 235, Jr.) 
CB Darnay Holmes® (5-10, 195. So.) 
CB Nate Meadors* (5-1), 195, Sr.) 

S Quentin Lake (6-], 185, So.) 

S = Adarius Pickett* (5-11, 195, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
& = JJMolson* (6-0. 185, Jr) 
P Stefan Flintoft* (6-3. 190. Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Lr sPorrs. 
MNRECRUITING REPORT 
“TOP SIGNEES Pentie: 
1 D. Thompson-Robinson, (5 4~ 
2 Bryan Addison, 4') 4» 

3 Chase Cota, Wi 4 


UCLA brought in Chip Kelly to 
replace Jim Mora as head coach 
and held on to key four-star 
commitments like quarterback 
Dorian Thompson-Robinson 
and receiver Kyle Philips while 
adding U.S. Army All-American 
Chase Cota (son of former 
Oregon star Chad Cota), 
top-rated California athlete 
Bryan Addison and All-America 
lineman Chris Murray. 

The Bruins also flipped 
longtime USC commit and four- 
star linebacker Bo Calvert from 
the Trojans just days before the 
early signing period began. 


OLORUNFUNMI: MARK J. TERRILL / AP 


TATE: MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / AP 


“5-YEAR RECORD 
35-30 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


OFFENSE 

QB Khalil Tate* (6-2, 215, Jr.) 

RB J.J. Taylor (5-6, 180, So.) 

ut Layth Friekh* (6-5, 302, Sr.) 

LG Michael Eletise (6-3, 318, So.) 

c Nathan Eldridge* (6-3, 297. Jr) 
RG Cody Creason (6-4, 294, Jr.) 

RT Tshiyombu Lukusa (6-5, 330, So.) 
Te Bryce Wolma® (6-3, 239, So) 
WR Tony Ellison® (5-11, 188, Sr.) 

WR = Shun Brown* (5-10. 177, Sr.) 

WR = Shawn Poindexter* (6-5, 212, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Justin Belknap* (6-3. 259, Jr) 
NT Dereck Boles* (6-2. 296, Sr.) 

DT Finton Connolly (6-5, 275, Jr.) 
DE/LB Kylan Wilborn* (6-2, 245, So.) 
LB Tony Fields II" (6-1, 225, So.) 
LB Colin Schooler* (6-0, 226. So.) 
cB Jace Whittaker* (5-1), 182, Sr) 
cB Lorenzo Burns* (5-10, 175, So.) 
s Tristan Cooper (6-1, 188, Jr.) 

s Scottie Young Jr.* (5-11, 195, So.) 
s D. Flannnigan-Fowles* (6-2, 205. Sr) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Josh Pollack* (5-10, 84, Sr.) 
Pp Dylan Klumph (6-3, 230, Sr) 


‘Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
Baw srorrs 
NRECRUITING REPORT 
“TOP SIGNEES saitaties 


1 Kevin Doyle, 10 S* 
2 Jamarye Joiner, 4) 3© 
3 Adam Plant, 0© 3» 


Most of Arizona's class was 
already signed when head coach 
Rich Rodriguez was let go and 
replaced by Kevin Sumlin. The 
Wildcats signed a few more 
players in February, including 
quarterback Kevin Doyle, and 
held off other schools trying to 
flip longtime pledge Jamarye 
Joiner, the Tucson native who 
had Arizona State and UCF 
pushing for him. Early signees 
included defensive end Adam 
Plant from national power 
Bishop Gorman in Las Vegas and 
Calabasas (Calif.) High defensive 
linemates Nahe Sulunga and 
Mykee Irving. 


ARIZONA 


: WILDCATS 


*, , 


QB Khalil Tate 


or else” in a racist hate letter last September got his way. 

But maybe Sumlin did, too. When Texas A&M fired Sumlin 
after six seasons in which he went 51-26, he cashed a $10 million 
buyout check on his way out of town and soon became a much- 
desired target at Arizona, which fired Rich Rodriguez in early 
January in the wake of sexual harassment allegations. Sumlin then 
inherited a team on the rise, with dynamic quarterback Khalil 
Tate leading a group of mostly young returning starters. 

Already having coached Johnny Manziel to a Heisman Trophy 
at A&M, Sumlin gets another chance to work with a supreme dual- 
threat talent in Tate. The junior broke out with 327 rushing yards 
against Colorado in early October last season and, while defenses 
adjusted to him somewhat over the final month of the campaign, 
he finished with 1,411 rushing yards. He wasn’t completely one- 
dimensional, either—Tate threw for 14 touchdowns (five in the 
Foster Farms Bowl) and posted the Pac-12’s best pass-efficiency 
rating (152.4) while averaging 144.6 passing yards per game. 

Most of his receiving targets are back, including Arizona 
reception leaders Shun Brown and Tony Ellison, while 6-5 
wideout Shawn Poindexter gives the Wildcats the kind of bigger 
look that Sumlin has favored. There are disparate sizes among 
UA’s top running backs, too, with diminutive but explosive J.J. 
Taylor having rushed for 847 yards last season; Nathan Tilford 
and Gary Brightwell are the bigger options. 

The offensive line lost tackles Gerhard de Beer and Jacob 
Alsadek but returns Layth Friekh and has incoming help from 
Michigan State transfer Tshiyombu Lukusa and junior-college 
import Steven Bailey. 

There’s some much-needed continuity throughout the defense, 
which allowed an average of 471.2 yards per game while leaning 
heavily on freshmen last season. Defensive coordinator Marcel 
Yates was retained from Rodriguez’s staff and nine starters return 
on that side of the ball, including linebackers Colin Schooler 
and Tony Fields I plus cornerback Lorenzo Burns, who had five 
interceptions in 2017. 

The best short-term news for Sumlin, meanwhile, may simply 
be the teams he has to play. A soft early schedule will give him 
time to adjust before a Sept. 29 home game with USC. After that, it 
could be clear how far Sumlin’s new team can go. 


S o the Texas A&M fan who told Kevin Sumlin to “get lost 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Kevin Sumlin 
First year 

CAREER RECORD: 86-43 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Noel Mazzone (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Marcel Yates (third year) 


STADIUM: Arizona Stadium 
(55,675) 

TICKETS: 520-621-2287 

SITE: Tucson, Ariz. 

WEBSITE: arizonawildcats.com 
TWITTER: @ArizonaFBall 


»2018 SCHEDULE 
Si BYU 

S.8 @HOUSTON 

S15 Southern Utah 
§.22 @OREGON STATE 
§.29 USC 

0.6 California 

0.12 @UTAH 

0.20 @UCLA 

0.27 Oregon 

N.2 Colorado 

N.17_ @WASHINGTON STATE 
N.24 Arizona State 


»2017 RESULTS 7-6 
§.2 Northern Arizona 62-24 
S.9 Houston 16-19 
S.16 @UTEP 63-16 
S.22 Utah 24-30 
0.7 @COLORADO 45-42 
0.14 UCLA 47-30 


0.21 @CALIFORNIA(20T) 45-44 
0.28 Washington State 58-37 


N.4 @USC 35-49 
Nil Oregon State 49-28 
N.18 @OREGON 28-48 
N.25. @ARIZONA STATE 30-42 
D.27_ Purdue* 35-38 


*Foster Farms Bow! 
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HEAD COACH 
Mike Macintyre 


Sixth year (25-38) 
CAREER RECORD: 41-59 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Darrin Chiaverini (third year) 
Klayton Adams (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
D.J. Eliot (second year) 


STADIUM: Folsom Field (50,183) 
TICKETS: 800-87-BUFFS 

SITE: Boulder, Colo. 

WEBSITE: cubuffs.com 
TWITTER: @RunRalphieRun 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
4.3] Colorado State* 
S.8 @NEBRASKA 
S.15 New Hampshire 
§.28 UCLA 

0.6 Arizona State 
0.13. @USC 

0.20 @WASHINGTON 
0.27 Oregon State 
N.2. @ARIZONA 
N10 Washington State 
N17 Utah 

N.24 @CALIFORNIA 


"Denver, CO 

*2017 RESULTS 5-7 
S.1__ Colorado State* 17-3 
S39 Texas State 37-3 
$16 Northern Colorado 41-21 
$.23 Washington 10-37 
S.30 @UCLA 23-27 
07 Arizona 42-45 


0.14 @OREGON STATE 36-33 
0.21 @WASHINGTON ST. 0-28 


0.28 California 44-28 
N.4_ @ARIZONA STATE 30-41 
N11 USC 24-38 
N.25 @UTAH 13-34 
*Denver, CO 


COLORADO 


BUFFALOES 


WR Kabion Ento 


seasons from 2006-15, maybe that breakthrough 2016 
season was just too much. 

The Buffaloes reverted to the mean in 2017 and the shine on 
coach Mike MacIntyre wore off. A multiple winner of awards 
for National Coach of the Year in 2016, MacIntyre signed a 
$16.3 million contract extension after that season, then was 
reprimanded and ordered to donate $100,000 for mishandling 
allegations in a domestic violence case involving an assistant 
coach and ... watched his Buffs implode in Pac-12 play, with 
MacIntyre memorably melting down during a 28-0 loss to 
Washington State. 

While MacIntyre enjoyed an offseason of stability this time, 
there are plenty of issues on the field. Among the challenges: 
building a defensive line that can stop somebody, replacing 
rusher Phillip Lindsay, who had a school-record 301 carries last 
season, and getting more consistency from quarterback Steven 
Montez. 

The good news is that Montez has six capable receiving targets, 
including MacIntyre’s son, Jay, along with seniors Kabion Ento 
and Juwann Winfree, sophomore K.D. Nixon and deep threat 
Laviska Shenault Jr. Colorado’s offensive line is promising, 
especially if the highly regarded Jacob Moretti can shake off the 
leg injuries that sidelined him last season. 

While redshirt freshman Alex Fontenot improved considerably 
at running back in the spring, he’ll have to fight off Virginia Tech 
grad transfer Travon McMillian, a quick and powerful back who 
rushed for 2,153 yards and 16 touchdowns over three seasons with 
the Hokies. 

Colorado’s defense might deserve a lot of the blame for last 
season’s regression, allowing 208 rushing yards per game and 
recording just 22 sacks last season. But the arrival of big, athletic 
juco transfer Mustafa Johnson to the line helps considerably, 
while returning starting linebackers Drew Lewis and Rick Gamboa 
will be rejoined by Nu’umotu Falo Jr., who was dismissed last 
season for off-field issues. Davion Taylor gives CU a hybrid 
linebacker/defensive back option, too. 

Even though the secondary has to replace standout Isaiah 
Oliver, who declared early for the NFL Draft, there’s solid depth 
and experience there. Overall, CU actually has less transition than 
last season, when the Buffs had to replace eight defensive starters, 
and no off-field controversy. That could translate into a step or 
two back in the right direction. 


C onsidering that Colorado coughed up 10 straight losing 


‘5-YEAR RECORD 
25-38 
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» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Steven Montez* (6-5, 250, Jr.) 

TB Travon McMillian (6-0, 210, Sr) 

LT = AaronHaigler® (6-7, 295, Jr) 

LG Brett Tonz (6-3, 295, Jr.) 

C Colby Pursell (6-4, 280, Fr) 
RG TimLynott* (6-5, 500, Jr) 
RT Josh Kaiser* (6 0, Sr. 
TE 
WR 


Chris Bounds (6-4, 240, Jr.) 

Kabion Ento (6-3, 190, Sr) 
WR Juwann Winfree (6-5. 210, Sr.) 
WR K.D. Nixon (5-8, 185, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Jase Franke (6-3, 280, Sr.) 

DT Javier Edwards* (6-5, 345, Sr.) 
DE Mustafa Johnson (6-2. 285, So.) 
OLB Jacob Callier (6-2, 240, So) 
ILB Drew Lewis* (6-2, 225, Sr.) 

ILB Rick Gamboa’ (6-0, 240, Sr) 
OLB Nu’umotu Falo Jr. (6-2, 240, Jr) 
CB Trey Udoffia* (6-0. 185, So.) 

CB Chris Miller (5-1, 185, Fr.) 

FS Nick Fisher (6-0, 190, Sr.) 

SS Evan Worthington® (6-2, 205, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K James Stefanou’ (6-1, 195, So.) 
P Alex Kinney* (6-1, 205, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Bay srarrs, 
SRECRUITING REPORT 
“TOP SIGNEES re 
1 Davion Taylor, 0.6 4% 

2 Dimitri Stanley, «/'| 4% 

3 Daniel Arias, \)\) 3& 


The Buffs saw a bump in 
recruiting coming off their 
Pac-12 South title from 2016 
with several early commitments, 
including key in-state signees 
like Blake Stenstrom, the son 
of former Stanford and NFL 
quarterback Steve Stenstrom, 
and four-star athlete Dimitri 
Stanley from Aurora. 

Colorado also went to the 
West Coast to snag a pair of 
talented receivers in Dylan 
Thomas from California and 
Daniel Arias of Washington. 


K SCUTERI / AP 
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5-YEAR RECORD 
8-27 


gs We 


OFFENSE 

QB Manny Wilkins* (6-3, 200, Sr.) 
TB Eno Benjamin (5-10, 20), So.) 
LT Casey Tucker (6-6, 315, Sr) 
LG RoyHemsley (6-5, 310, Jr.) 
Cohl Cabral* (6-5, 291, Jr) 
Steven Miller* (6-4, 333, Jr.) 
Quinn Bailey* (6-6, 323, Sr) 
Ceejhay French-Love* (6-4, 245, Sr.) 
N’Keal Harry* (6-4, 213, Jr) 
Kyle Williams® (5-)), 182. Jr) 
Ryan Jenkins (5-1), 209. Sr.) 


a EFENSE 
Jalen Bates (6-4, 242. Jr) 
DT Renell Wren* (6-6, 297, Sr) 
DE Shannon Forman (6-2, 504.So.) 
LB Malik Lawal (6-1, 228, Jr) 
LB Nick Ralston (6-0. 221, Jr) 
LB Jay Jay Wilson (6-3, 243, Sr) 
ROV Evan Fields (6-/, 194. So.) 
CB Chase Lucas* (6-0, 175,S0.) 
CB Kobe Williams* (5-10, 169, Jr) 
S _ Dasmond Tautalatasi* (6-0, 208, Sr.) 
S — JalenHarvey (6-1, 198, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Brandon Ruiz* (5-10, 174, So.) 
P Michael Sleep-Dalton* (6-1. 208, Jr) 


$250h53° 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2a sraorrs. 
SRECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES wae 
1 Merlin Robertson, |. ° 4% 

2 Aashari Crosswell, 5 4% 

3 Jermayne Lole, )& 4% 


For all the headlines the hiring 
of Herm Edwards as their new 
coach produced, the Sun Devils 
quietly closed extremely well 
in recruiting, going to national 
power Long Beach (Calif.) Poly 
for linebackers coach Antonio 
Pierce, who brought two of his 
four-star players—safety Aashari 
Crosswell and defensive end 
Jermayne Lole—with him to 
Tempe. 

Pierce, who had been head 
coach at Long Beach Poly since 
2014, also recruited and signed 
Gardena (Calif.) Serra four-star 
linebacker Merlin Robertson. 


ARIZONA STATE 


x SUN DEVILS 


WR N’Keal Harry 


coach at Arizona State last December, questions followed 

everywhere. Did ASU really want to pay his predecessor, 
Todd Graham, $12 million to go away and replace him with a guy 
who had been out of coaching for nine years (and hadn’t been 
in the college game for nearly three decades)? Would Edwards’ 
NFL-style “New Leadership Model” work in college? Did he really 
need to threaten to “cut” underperforming players when college 
coaches usually shoo them away quietly? 

The answers weren’t always clear. But what mattered: People 
were talking about Edwards and the Sun Devils. In the sports- 
saturated Phoenix market, that’s a win all by itself. 

And maybe it will work on the field, in whatever form. 
Certainly, Edwards has a core of skill players that provides some 
hope, led by first-team All-Pac-12 wide receiver N’Keal Harry, who 
led the conference in receiving yards with 87.8 yards per game 
last year. Quarterback Manny Wilkins is solid, ranking fifth in 
Pac-12 passing efficiency last season. 

While the Sun Devils lost the one-two rushing punch of 
Demario Richard and Kalen Ballage, they might be able to 
recreate it with 5-10 power rusher Eno Benjamin, who averaged 
6.2 yards per carry last season, and one of their capable young 
rushers such as Trelon Smith. 

The biggest problem offensively may be on the line, where the 
Sun Devils allowed 41 sacks last season and suffered heavy losses, 
though incoming grad transfers Casey Tucker (ex-Stanford) and 
Roy Hemsley (USC) will help make up for it. 

Defensively, the Sun Devils are shifting to a 3-3-5 under 
coordinator Danny Gonzales, who shored up San Diego State’s 
rush defense in a similar role there last season. While Gonzales’ 
philosophy doesn’t emphasize sacks, it should improve a defense 
that allowed 177.5 rushing yards per game last year. The Sun 
Devils are thin on the line and at linebacker but the new scheme 
could help compensate by adding a freewheeling (Pat) “Tillman” 
safety/linebacker hybrid that calls for the kind of versatility 
sophomore Evan Fields has. 

Just in case Edwards doesn’t light enough of a fire under 
everyone, there’s also a home game against Michigan State, plus 
road trips to San Diego State and Washington, all in September. It 
won't take long to discover if the Edwards model is working. 


[= rom the moment Herm Edwards took over as head 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


* Herm Edwards 


First year 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Rob Likens (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Danny Gonzales (first year) 


STADIUM: Sun Devil Stadium 
(57,078) 

TICKETS: 480-727-0000 
SITE: Tempe, Ariz. 
WEBSITE: thesundevils.com 
TWITTER: @FootballASU 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 


DATE) OPPONENT 


S.1 UTSA 

S.8 Michigan State 

S.1S_ _@SAN DIEGO STATE 
S.22 @WASHINGTON 
S.29 Oregon State 

0.6 @COLORADO 

0.18 Stanford 


N.17_ @OREGON 
N.24 @ARIZONA 


»2017 RESULTS 
DATE | OPPONENT 

A.31_ New Mexico State 
S.9 San Diego State 
S16 @TEXAS TECH 
$.23 Oregon 

$.30 @STANFORD 
0.14 Washington 

0.21 @UTAH 

0.28 USC 

N.4 Colorado 

N11 @UCLA 

N.18 @OREGON STATE 
N.25 Arizona 

D.29_ N.C. State* 


*Sun Bowl 


7-6 


RESULT 


37-31 
20-30 
45-52 
37-35 
24-34 

3-7 
30-10 
17-48 
41-30 

37-44 
40-24 
42-30 

31-52 
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SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE 
OVERVIEW 


PROJECTED 
FINISH 


EAST DIVISION 


BOWL PROJECTION: Cotton Bow! (CFP Semifinal) 


South Carolina 


BOWL PROJECTION: Outback Bow! 


Florida 


BOWL PROJECTION: Belk Bow! 


Tennessee 
BOWL PROJECTION: Music City Bow! 


BOWL PROJECTION: Liberty Bow! 


= £ ; 


= = = = a 
Georgia’s Jake Fromm tackles Alabama’s Raekwon Davis after an 
interception during the second half of the CFP Championship Game. 


SEC: No apologies for last 
season’s CFP dominance 


BY MICHAEL BRADLEY 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


ven though the Big Ten spent 
a good part of the 2017 season 
proclaiming its status as the best 


staggered to a combined 8-15 mark and 
fired each of their head coaches. Texas 
A&M, Ole Miss and Arkansas have new 
bosses, while Mississippi State brought 
Joe Moorhead to Starkville from Penn 
State after top man Dan Mullen left 

for the head-coaching job at Florida to 


Kentucky conference in all of the land, attempt a resurrection in Gainesville. 
BOWEL ROVECT Cae BAUM Ean cool when the last two teams were left on the For those counting, that’s six new 
Vanderbilt bracket lines in early January, both were coaches in a conference not necessarily 
from the SEC. known for huge turnover. That said, the 
Despite the complaints from corners expectations are always substantial in the 
decrying the absence of champions from SEC, so it shouldn’t be surprising to see 
WEST DIVISION the Big Ten and Pac-12 conferences among changes when programs don’t succeed. 
Alabama the four playoff participants, the fact that Can the new names bring prosperity? 


BOWL PROJECTION: Cotton Bow! (CFP Semifinal) 


Auburn 


BOWL PROJECTION: Sugar Bow! 


BOWL PROJECTION: Citrus Bow! 


Alabama and Georgia dispatched their 
semifinal opponents and then staged an 
absolute classic on the Mercedes-Benz 
Stadium turf demonstrates the selection 
folks got this one right. The Crimson Tide 
and Bulldogs looked every bit like the 
nation’s two best teams that night. 


Mullen has the track record to do it at 
Florida, while Jimbo Fisher’s arrival 

in College Station has A&M fans quite 
excited. Jeremy Pruitt brings his pedigree 
as Alabama’s defensive coordinator 

to Knoxville, and Matt Luke has been 
elevated from interim to full head man at 


Mississippi State The SEC’s upper echelon will again be Ole Miss, where NCAA sanctions are still 
strong in 2018, thanks to Alabama and in place. Chad Morris’ fertile offensive 
Texas A&M UGA, both of which should be mighty mind is in charge at Arkansas, and the 
a A ESS ose el impressive. After that, there issome work aforementioned Moorhead, another 
Ole Miss to be done. As impressive as the top two offensive coaching star, hopes to be 
were, only a pair of other SEC teams hearing cowbells for the next several years. 
Arka (Mississippi State and South Carolina) All will be chasing Alabama and 


won bowl games last year. Meanwhile, 
usual stalwarts Tennessee and Florida 


Georgia—and so will the rest of the 
country. 


FROMM, DAVIS: DAVID 1. PHILLIP / AP: BROWN: THOMAS GRANING / AP 


New faces: With six coaches taking on 

new jobs—including four in the West 
Division—the SEC has experienced 
considerable upheaval. The most scrutiny 
will be directed at the new bosses in 
Gainesville, Knoxville and College Station. 


TRENDING 


STORIES TO WATCH 


RATING THE SEC 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
N G Tyrie Cleveland, Florida 
2 O] 8 R EE R U | ih | N G R A N K | S Cleveland caught just 22 passes last year but still led 
by Barton Simmons, 247Sports COMPOSITE the team with 410 receiving yards (18,6 average). 
tthe the ae : » BEST HANDS 
TOTAL 5-STAR  4-STAR _—_3-STAR Ryan Davis, Auburn 
SCHOOL PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS 4 He may not get downfield too far after catching the 
© GEORGIA 6 7 15 4 323.31 ball, but Davis is uber-reliable. 
@ ALABAMA 20 2 12 6 28495 = | BEST EAssine QB 
: Jarrett Stidham, Auburn 
1 s ; J 
© AuBURN at 2 5 cs ral : Not only does he complete a high percentage (66.5) of 
© FLORIDA 19 0 12 7 255.30 : passes, he doesn't throw it to the other team (6 picks). 
© su 22 1 12 9 254.38 
© TEXAS A&M 23 0 8 10 2120S PST NNINGSS 
9 
@ SOUTH CAROLINA 22 0 9 13 237.13 i When Hurts takes off he is as difficult to stop as any 
© TENNESSEE 22 10) 8 14 232.14 i SEC running back. 
© MISSISSIPPI STATE 23 0 6 7 219.26 » MOST ELUSIVE RB 
© OLEMiIss 2 0 3 v 214.05 Damien Harris, Alabama 
@ KENTUCKY 24 0 3 21 206.91 : A threat to go the distance every time he touches it. 
© VANDERBILT 20 0 3 16 202.04 » BEST ATHLETE 
©@ missouri 25 ) ) 25 196.91: Jalen Hurts, QB, Alabama 
© ARKANSAS 7 0 2 


15 189.75 : If Hurts clears the line of scrimmage, look out. He's a 
: great runner, a solid passer and probably could handle 
work as an outside linebacker. 


» BEST UNDER PRESSURE 
Tua Tagovailoa, Q8, Alabama 
So, what happens when you are thrown into the 
national title game as a backup true freshman 
quarterback? This guy leads the Tide to the title, 


»} TOP NFL PROSPECT 
A.J. Brown, WR, Ole Miss 
Brown is a great target with the ability to get 
downfield and go over the middle. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 
Patrick Surtain Jr., CB, Alabama 
Tide in need of immediate secondary help. Surtain will 
get a chance to use his size, instincts and athleticism. 


» TOP TRANSFER 
Jonathan Giles, WR, LSU 
The Texas Tech expat caught 69 passes in 2016 and 
will breathe life into the Tigers’ passing game. 


AISSEC 
OFFENSE 


QB Jarrett Stidham, Jr, Auburn 
RB Benny Snell Jr., Jr., Kentucky 
RB DamienHarris, Sr, Alabama 
OL Jonah Williams, Jr., Alabama 
OL Trey Smith, So., Tennessee 
OL Martez Ivey, Sr., Florida 

OL Greg Little, Jr., Ole Miss 

OL Hialte Froholdt, Sr., Arkansas 
TE Albert Okwuegbunanm, So., Missouri 
WR A.J. Brown, Jr., Ole Miss 

WR_ Ryan Davis, Sr., Auburn 


DEFENSE 


DL Raekwon Davis, Jr, Alabama 
DL Montez Sweat, Sr., Mississippi State 


DL Jeffery Simmons, Jr., Mississippi State t ; » HARDEST HITTER 
PL Landis Durham, Sr., Texas A&M : Montez Sweat, OLB/DE, Mississippi State 
LB Devin White, Jr,, LSU > HEISMAN HOPEFUL Seems to live in enemy backfields. 
LB Josh Allen, Sr., Kentucky : » BEST INTERVIEW 
LB Anfernee Jennings, Jr., Alabama 3 Although Auburn quarterback Jarrett! Matt Luke, head coach, Ole Miss 
DB Greedy Williams, So., LSU = Stidham sagged a bit in : He’s outgoing and not afraid to address tough issues, a 
DB Deandre Baker, Sr., Georgia the Tigers’ last two games, : good quality to have at a program on probation. 
DB Mike Edwards, Sr., Kentucky 5 he showed great poise and 
DB Mark McLaurin, Sr., Mississippi State : production in the regular- , rmeenge heey eats 
; season win over Georgia and : CR SBR AD NEAT A 
SPECIALISTS . : has the arm strength, mobility, Five national titles in Tuscaloosa make this a layup. 
K Rodrigo Blankenship, Jr, Georgia ; accuracy and strong crop of : » COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
P Corey Fatony, Sr., Missouri receivers to have a huge 2018 campaign. Dave Aranda, DC, LSU 
Tigers promised him $10 million over next four years. 
» HOTTEST SEAT 
Derek Mason, Vanderbilt 
ON THE RISE ON THE WANE Things looked pretty good for the Commodores last 
. year—for three games. After that came trouble. Mason 
TEXAS A&M ; ’ OLE MISS needs a bow! berth this year to feel secure. 
= » Jimbo Fisher's arrival finally | Pm ®» Even though Matt Luke's 
= pairs a coach with a successful ascension should bring some : » BEST GAME-DAY ATMOSPHERE 
= track record with a school that has done stability in Oxford, the NCAA sanctions, asst sao ite “6 
zB just about everything imaginable to which include big scholarship reductions : PA A a i ans Seer au ride the-talgates 
3 support its program. Success is almost and a two-year bowl ban, should knock ; When the game starts, things get even crazier. 
& uaranteed. the Rebel program back a couple years. : 
: : » TOP SCHOLAR 
Kyle Shurmur, QB, Vanderbilt 
} He’s majoring in Economics and made the 2017 SEC's 
The SEC National dominance: Though some Fall Academic Honor Roll. 
might have the nation’s best were upset by the decision to Tw 
collection of QBs in Drew Lock, Jake include two SEC teams in the four-team , bata dekh a coach South Garalina 
Fromm, Jake Bentley, Kyle Shurmur, College Football Playoff, it turned out to He posts often S60u Ae ctirrent fear ucalcorakes 
Jarrett Stidham, Nick Fitzgerald, Tua be a good idea. Is there a similar a point to update fans on former Gamecock players. 
Tagovailoa and Jalen Hurts. outcome to be expected this season? 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Kirby Smart 
Third year (21-7) 
CAREER RECORD: 21-7 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Jim Chaney (third year) 
James Coley (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mel Tucker (third year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Sanford Stadium (92,746) 
TICKETS: 877-542-1231 

SITE: Athens, Ga. 

WEBSITE: georgiadogs.com 
TWITTER: @FootballUGA 


2018 SCHEDULE 
S. Austin Peay 

S.8 @SOUTH CAROLINA 
S.15 Middle Tennessee 
§.22 @MISSOURI 

S.29 Tennessee 

0.6 Vanderbilt 

0.13 @LSU 

0,27 Florida* 

N.3 @KENTUCKY 
N10 Auburn 

N.17 Massachusetts 
N.24 Georgia Tech 


Yacksonville, FL 


2017 RESULTS 13-2 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
S.2 Appalachian State 31-10 


S.9 @NOTRE DAME 20-19 
S.16 Samford 42-14 
§.23 Mississippi State 31-3 
S.30 @TENNESSEE 41-0 
0.7 _@VANDERBILT 45-14 
0.14 Missouri 53-28 
0.28 Florida* 42-7 
N.4_ South Carolina 24-10 
N.11_ @AUBURN 17-40 
N.18 Kentucky 42-13 
N.25 @GEORGIA TECH 38-7 
0.2. Auburn** 28-7 
J. Oklahoma*** 54-48 
J.8  Alabama**** 23-26 
Vacksonville, FL 

**SEC Championship Game 


***Rose Bowl (20T) 
****CFP National Championship (OT) 


) GEORGIA 


BULLDOGS 


QB Jake Fromm 


irby Smart isn’t sure if he will ever 

be able to get past the pain of losing 

to Alabama in last season’s National 

Championship Game on a stunning 
deep pass in overtime. He’s working hard, but 
it’s tough. 

“Every second you think about it is one 
second you could be moving forward,” Smart 
says. “We told our players we wanted them 
looking out the front windshield instead of the 
rear-view mirror.” 

The good news is that no matter how tough 
the aftermath has been on Smart and his staff, 
it seems as if the Bulldog players have 
been far more capable of embracing 
2018 than their elders have. That’s 
big for those hoping UGA can 
repeat as SEC champions and 
take aim at the national title 
from there. 

“Kids today get past things 
much quicker than coaches,” 
Smart says. “We have used it as a 
teaching moment.” 

The rest of the conference will learn this 
year that the Bulldogs’ 2017 performance, 
which featured the conference title, a 
13-2 record and run to the title game, will 
likely continue. Although Smart likes to 
dismiss pundits’ assessments of his team, 
Georgia is deep and talented. The question 
now is, after the losses of some big-time 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 


QB Jake Fromm 


Even though Fromm was just a 
true freshman last year, he started the 
Bulldogs’ second game and led UGA to 
victory over Notre Dame. From there, he 
proved himself as a steady hand running 
the offense and got even better as the 
year went on. He can move, make all the 
throws and makes good decisions. 


performers—linebacker Roquan 
Smith, offensive tackle Isaiah 
Wynn and running backs Nick 
Chubb and Sony Michel—-who 
is capable of replicating their 
leadership? 
“We're trying to develop the 
right kind of people and play toa 
standard,” Smart says. “The toughest thing 
with young players is teaching them to lead.” 
That characteristic seems to be hard- 
wired in sophomore QB Jake Fromm, who 
was Called into service early last season 
and emerged as one of the nation’s most 
effective—and certainly winning—signal- 
callers. Fromm completed 62.2 percent of his 
passes for 2,615 yards, 24 TDs and just seven 


FROMM: JAE C. HONG / AP 


WALKER: MARK J. TERRILL / AP 


interceptions. Although true freshman Justin Fields has 
five stars on his resume and arrived in Athens in time 
for spring practice, it’s unlikely he’ll be able to unseat 
Fromm, a heady and dynamic player. 

“He absorbs information well and understands 
exactly what we're trying to do,” Smart says. “We have 
to create challenges for him, to keep him interested. 
Jake’s a really bright kid. He’s like a sponge.” 

He won’t have Javon Wims (45 catches, 7 TDs, 16.0 
yards per catch) as a target anymore, but the Bulldogs 
have plenty of talent at receiver, most notably senior 
Terry Godwin (38, 6, 16.8) and junior Mecole Hardman 
(25, 4, 16.7). Expect junior Riley Ridley to emerge, too. 

Michel and Chubb combined for 2,572 rushing yards 
and 31 touchdowns in 2017, so replacing them won’t be 
easy. Sophomore D’Andre Swift (618 yards, 3 TDs, 7.6 
yards per carry) proved last season that he has talent 
and promise, but Smart is quick to remind everybody 
he hasn’t been a featured performer yet. “He’s got to 
prove he can handle the workload of an SEC back,” 
Smart says. 

Juniors Elijah Holyfield and Brian Herrien will join 
Swift in what Smart assures fans will be a running back 
committee. 

Losing Wynn hurts, but the Bulldogs have four 
full-time returning starters and one part-time starter 
on the offensive line. Sophomore Andrew Thomas, 
who started at right tackle last year, will move to the 
left side. Senior center Lamont Gaillard and senior left 
guard Kendall Baker are interior stalwarts. 

Although the Bulldogs lost six starters on defense, 
they have plenty of talent returning. Senior cornerback 
Deandre Baker picked off three passes last season, while 
junior safety J.R. Reed was second on the team with 79 
tackles. Senior Natrez Patrick, who missed time due 
to disciplinary action, “has done everything we have 
asked him,” according to Smart, and should be a force 
at inside linebacker. The Bulldogs need some young 
players to emerge along the second line of defense and 
must hope the defensive front can be fortified. The 
arrival of highly touted junior-college tackle Devonte 
Wyatt should help in the middle of the line. 

Kicker Rodrigo Blankenship is back for his junior 
year after converting 20 of 23 field goals, but Smart is 
keeping his fingers crossed that redshirt sophomore 
Marshall Long can handle the punting chores. 


2S F'SPORTS. 


RECRUITING REPORT 


Georgia’s 2018 = TOP SIGNEES anne 
recruiting class 1 Justin Fields, 0° 5S 
has dynastic 2 Zamir White, °° Sy 
implications. 3 Jamaree Salyer, 5» 
It starts at 
quarterback, where Justin Fields, the second- 
ranked prospect in the country, elected to keep his 
rare dual-threat talents in-state to compete with 
incumbent starter Jake Fromm. Georgia helped 
Fields out by bringing in the No. 1 and No. 3 guards 
in the country as well as the No. 3 offensive tackle. 
It also landed the top running back in the country 
in Zamir White. On defense, Georgia scored the No. 
2 cornerback in the country in 6-2 speedster Tyson 
Campbell as well as the top two outside linebackers 
in the class. 


~ RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


~ PASSING 
Jake Fromm 
GP Effi. Cmp-Att-Int Pet. Yds. 1D Avg/G 


‘WH! VOI | 181-29-7 | 622 | 2615 24) 1743 
RUSHING — GP Atl. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
D’Andre Swift 1%) 8) 68 1 26 3) 4l2 


RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
Terry Godwin 5 38 | 639 1168 6 | 426 


“TACKLES —_—_GP-_Solo_Assist_Total_ 
JR. Reed | 40 | 39 | 79 
SACKS GP No. Yards 
D'Andre Walker B{ 55 48 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Deandre Baker 3/7 | Ww} 0 


LB D’Andre Walker 


2017 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC | UGA | OPP 


SCORING 531 246 
Points Per Game 35.4 16.4 
FIRST DOWNS 306 234 
Rushing 173 108 
Passing 12 103 
Penalty 21 23 
RUSHING YARDAGE 3876 1890 
Yards gained rushing 4162 2274 
Yards lost rushing 286 384 
Rushing Attempts 670 506 
Average Per Rush 5.8 37 
Average Per Game 258.4 126.0 
TDs Rushing 42 8 
PASSING YARDAGE 2653 2534 
Comp-Att-Int 186-305-9 244-437-12 
Average Per Pass 8.7 5.8 
Average Per Catch 14.3 10.4 
Average Per Game 176.9 168.9 
TDs Passing 24 19 
TOTAL OFFENSE 6529 4424 
Total Plays 975 943 
Average Per Play 67 47 


Average Per Game 435.3 294.9 
KICK RETURNS: #-YDS 26-612 29-566 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 28-283 17-101 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 12-173 9-82 


KICK RETURN AVG. 23.5 19.5 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 10.1 59 
INT RETURN AVG. 14.4 91 
FUMBLES-LOST 16-7 15-8 
PENALTIES-YARDS 95-835 78-595 
Average Per Game 55.7 39.7 
PUNTS-YARDS 62-2763 95-4106 
Average Per Punt 446 43,2 
Net punt average 41.6 38.3 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 33:07 27:53 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 89/195 71/216 
3rd-Down Pct. 46% 33% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. Wi2 5/17 
4th-Down Pct. 58% 29% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 34-258 22-150 
MISC. YARDS 1 
TDS SCORED 67 28 
FG-ATTEMPTS 21-24 17-23 
ATTENDANCE 556476 358810 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/92746 —_5/71762 
Neutral Site Games 4/82729 
GEORGIA 125 140 161 93 12 531 
Opponent 50 75 37 75 9 246 


» 5-YEAR RECORD 
49-18 
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2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB Jake Fromm’ (6-2, 225, So.) 
Justin Fields (6-3, 225, Fr.) 

RB D’Andre Swift (5-9, 215, So.) 
Elijah Holyfield (5-11, 215, Jr.) 

LT Andrew Thomas* (6-5, 320, So.) 
Sam Madden (6-6, 334, Jr.) 

LG Kendall Baker* (6-6, 287, Sr.) 
Pat Allen (6-4, 295, Jr.) 

c Lamont Gaillard* (6-2. 295, Sr.) 
Sean Fogarty (6-4, 295, Sr.) 

RG Solomon Kindley* (6-4, 530.So.) 
Ben Cleveland* (6-6, 340, So.) 

RT Isaiah Wilson (6-7, 345, Fr.) 
D’Marcus Hayes (6-5, 315, Jr.) 

TE Isaac Nauta’ (6-4, 246, Jr) 
Charlie Woerner (6-5, 245, Jr) 

WR Mecole Hardman (5-1), 183, Jr) 
Tyler Simmons (6-0, 206, Jr.) 

WR Riley Ridley* (6-2, 200, Jr.) 
Ahkil Crumpton (5-9, 175, Sr) 

WR_ Terry Godwin* (5-11, 185, Sr.) 
Michael Chigbu (6-2, 213, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DT Tyler Clark* (6-4, 305, Jr.) 
DaQuan Hawkins-Muckle (6-4, 310, Sr.) 

NT Devonte Wyatt (6-3, 50], So) 
Julian Rochester (6-5, 300, Jr) 

DE Jonathan Ledbetter* (6-4, 277, Sr.) 
David Marshall (6-3, 274, Jr.) 

OLB D’Andre Walker (6-3, 240, Sr) 
Keyon Brown (6-3, 257, Sr.) 

ILB Tae Crowder (6-3, 228, Jr.) 
Nate McBride (6-2, 223, So.) 

{LB Natrez Patrick* (6-3, 234, Sr) 
Monty Rice (6-1, 235, So.) 

OLB Walter Grant (6-4, 245, So.) 
Juwan Taylor (6-), 218, Sr) 

CB Tyrique McGhee (5-10, 187, Jr.) 
Richard LeCounte Ill (5-11, 180, So.) 

CB  Deandre Baker* (5-1), 180, Sr.) 
William Poole (6-0, 18), So.) 

Ls Jarvis Wilson (6-2, 199, Sr.) 
Ameer Speed (6-3, 21], So.) 

RS JR. Reed’ (6-1, 194, Jr) 
Deangelo Gibbs (6-1, 205, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Rodrigo Blankenship* (6-1, 19), Jr.) 
Pp Marshall Long (6-2. 217, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Will Muschamp 
Third year (15-11) 
CAREER RECORD: 43-32 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Bryan McClendon (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Travaris Robinson (third year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Williams-Brice Stadium 
(80,250) 

TICKETS: 800-4SC-FANS 

SITE: Columbia, S.C. 

WEBSITE: gamecocksonline.com 
TWITTER: @GamecockFB 


2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1__ Coastal Carolina 
S.8 Georgia 

S.15 Marshall 

§.22_ @VANDERBILT 
$.29. @KENTUCKY 
0.6 Missouri 

0.13 Texas A&M 
0.27 Tennessee 

N.3. @OLE MISS 
N.10 @FLORIDA 
N17 Chattanooga 
N.24. @CLEMSON 


2017 RESULTS 9-4 
DATE OPPONENT 


GAMECOCKS 


QB Jake Bentley 


fj t probably isn’t difficult to find people 
around South Carolina who are impressed 
| the Gamecocks have gone from three wins 
@ in 2015-the year before Will Muschamp 
took over as head coach-to nine last year. Just 
don’t expect Muschamp to be one of them. 

“I think we’ve made progress, but we 
haven’t accomplished anything,” Muschamp 
says. “We talk about winning the state and 
winning the (SEC) East, and we haven’t 
done either.” 

The Gamecocks still have 
ground to cover before they 
can beat Clemson and get past 
Georgia, but South Carolina 
reached second place in the 
East in 2017, its best showing 
in four years. With a strong 
contingent of returnees, especially 
on the offensive side, and a third 
Muschamp recruiting class on board, there is 
little reason to doubt the improvement won’t 
continue. 

“We have made strides,” Muschamp says. 
“We're going through our spring practice, and 
Iam hearing high school coaches I respect 
telling me they were here for our first spring 
practices and that things are much different 
now and how much better we look.” 

The one aspect of the South Carolina 


S.2 N.C. State* 35-28 
S.9 _ @MISSOURI 31-13 
S.16 Kentucky 13-23 
$,23 Louisiana Tech 17-16 
S.30 @TEXAS A&M 17-24 
0.7 Arkansas 48-22 
0.14 @TENNESSEE 15-9 
0.28 Vanderbilt 34-27 
N.4 @GEORGIA 10-24 
Nl Florida 28-20 
N18 Wofford 31-10 
N.25 Clemson 10-34 
J. Michigan** 26-19 
*Charlotte, NC 

“*Outback Bowl 
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+» SOUTH CAROLINA 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 


QB Jake Bentley 


Bentley has had plenty of experience 
during his time in Columbia, and now that 
he's a junior should be ready to be one of 
the best in the SEC, if not the country. 


program that will need some more 
& time is depth. Muschamp thinks 
the Gamecock starters are top- 
notch, SEC-quality performers, 
but he still has to fortify the two 
lines, which sustained some key 
graduation losses. 
“We feel good about our first 
units on both sides of the ball,” Muschamp 
says. “In terms of our depth, we have to get 
better.” 

Muschamp hopes a couple key 
improvements to the program will come from 
coaches Bryan McClendon and Dan Werner. 
McClendon, formerly the co-offensive 
coordinator and wide receivers coach, is 
now the full-time OC and will increase the 
offensive tempo and add more run-pass 
option concepts to the attack. Werner has a 


BENTLEY: CHRIS O'MEARA / AP 
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reputation for helping quarterbacks blossom, and he 
will work to make junior Jake Bentley more consistent. 

Bentley had a strong 2017 season, completing 62.2 
percent of his passes for 2,794 yards and 18 TDs, but 
he threw 12 interceptions. Muschamp says he has to 
“slow his feet down at times” in order to improve his 
accuracy. His receiving corps is deep and is led by 
junior Bryan Edwards (64 catches, 5 TDs, 12.4 yards per 
catch). Sophomores OrTre Smith (30, 3, 10.9) and Shi 
Smith (29, 3, 14.1) are solid targets, too. 

The ground game needs some help. Last year, it 
averaged just 3.9 yards per carry, in part because 
the line was shaky. Although two starters are gone, 
Muschamp is convinced he has a solid group of starters, 
led by senior tackle Zack Bailey and Dennis Daley, who 
is moving from tackle to guard. Juniors A.J. Turner (531 
yards, 3 TDs, 5.4 yards per carry) and Ty’Son Williams 
(471, 1, 5.0) should get the bulk of the carries at running 
back. 

The defensive front suffered some significant losses 
and must hope junior end D.J. Wonnum (13.0 tackles 
for loss) and tackles Javon Kinlaw and Kobe Smith can 
emerge and be durable. The Gamecocks are looking for 
junior-college newcomer Jabari Ellis to make an impact 
inside. 

Skai Moore led the team in tackles and tied for 
top honors in interceptions last year en route to 
first-team All-SEC honors. But he is gone from his 
middle-linebacker spot, so South Carolina needs junior 
T.J. Brunson (88 tackles) to become a big-play man. 
Sophomore Sherrod Greene has potential, too, at 
outside linebacker. 

The defensive backfield took a hit with the 
graduation of two starters. Corners Rashad Fenton and 
Jamyest Williams are the holdovers. The real concern 
is at safety, where Muschamp hopes redshirt freshman 
Jaylin Dickerson, a promising playmaker who missed 
last year with a shoulder injury, can emerge along with 
senior Steven Montac. 

Last year, sophomore Parker White made only 14 
of 25 field goal attempts and was a lackluster 4-for-14 
from beyond 40 yards. He'll receive a challenge from 
Will Tommie, a transfer from Division 2 Tusculum, 
Meanwhile, Joseph Charlton, who averaged 43.5 yards 
per punt last year, returns for his junior season. 


Be SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


y TOP SIGNEES on A 
1 Rick Sandidge, 4" 

2 Josh Vann, > 46 

3 Dylan Wonnum, 4» 


Gamecocks 
coach Will 
Muschamp has 
proven to be one 
of the best talent 
evaluators in college football and this 2018 recruiting 
class is already revealing some finds. Former Florida 
State commit Rosendo Louis Jr. came to Columbia 
prepared to compete right away at linebacker. 
Massive offensive tackle Max lyama and center Hank 
Manos should find meaningful depth-chart spots 
immediately and Deshaun Fenwick is a big, athletic 
SEC-ready back. Some of South Carolina's biggest 
pulls were out of Georgia, where Muschamp plucked 
four-star tackle Dylan Wonnum, dynamic slot 
receiver Josh Vann and cornerback Jaycee Horn. 


‘ RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


») PASSING = —_ 
Jake Bentley 
GP _Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. 1D _Avg/6 


B) 107 | 245-394-12 | 62.2 | 2794/18) 249 


RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
AJ. Turner B\ 98 | 5311 54/3 408 


“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


BryanEdwards 13. 64. 793 1245 610 
“TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
TJ. Brunson BY] 53. 135 88 

“SACKS GP No. Yards 
D.J. Wonnum Bi 60 | 7 

“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Steven Montac 3/2 140 10 


CAROLINA 


LB T.J. Brunson 


2017 TEAM STATS 


SCORING 315 269 
Points Per Game 24,2 20.7 
FIRST DOWNS 231 265 
Rushing 92 102 
Passing 125 139 
Penalty 14 24 
RUSHING YARDAGE 1588 1834 
Yards gained rushing 1865 2149 
Yards lost rushing 277 315 
Rushing Attempts 405 484 
Average Per Rush 3.9 3.8 
Average Per Game 122.2 1411 
TDs Rushing 16 15 
PASSING YARDAGE 2794 
Comp-Att-Int 245-397-12 259-440-14 
Average Per Pass 7.0 7 
Average Per Catch 11.4 13 
Average Per Game 214.9 226.0 
TDs Passing 18 14 
TOTAL OFFENSE 4382 4772 
Total Plays 802 924 
Average Per Play 5.5 5.2 
Average Per Game 337.1 367.1 


KICKRETURNS:#-YDS_ 33-713 21-431 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 20-14] 15-84 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 14-140 12-150 


KICK RETURN AVG, 21.6 20.5 
PUNT RETURN AVG, 71 5.6 
INT RETURN AVG. 10.0 12.5 
FUMBLES-LOST 10-5 22-14 
PENALTIES-YARDS 62-494 71-526 
Average Per Game 38.0 40,5 
PUNTS-YARDS 55-2390 59-2531 
Average Per Punt 43.5 42.9 
Net punt average 40,5 38.5 
TIME OF POSS,/GAME 28:42 31:18 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 65/171 76/191 
3rd-Down Pct. 38% 40% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 6/14 9/18 
4th-Down Pct. 43% 50% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 26-183 29-182 
MISC. YARDS 3 0 
TDS SCORED 39 30 
FG-ATTEMPTS 15-28 21-24 
ATTENDANCE 550099 342303 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/78586 —_ 4/85576 
Neutral Site Games 2/48027 


SOUTHCAROLINA 5] 89 91 84 0 315 
Opponent 66 83 61 59 0 269 


» 5-YEAR RECORD 
36-28 


1-2 7-6 3-9 6-7 9-4 


L Win | 
CT: Conference Title BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


‘2018 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

QB Jake Bentley* (6-4, 224, Jr) 
Michael Scarnecchia (6-3, 211, Sr.) 

RB A.J. Turner* (5-10, 190, Jr.) 
Ty’Son Williams (6-0, 217, Jr) 

LT Malik Young (6-3, 292, Sr.) 
Christian Pellage (6-7, 298, Jr.) 

LG Dennis Daley* (6-6, 312, Sr.) 
Sadarius Hutcherson (6-4, 311, So.) 

C _Donell Stanley* (6-3, 318, Jr) 
Hank Manos (6-4, 272. Fr.) 

RG Chandler Farrell (6-3, 287, So.) 
Dylan Wonnum (6-5, 323, Fr.) 

RT Zack Bailey* (6-6, 309, Sr) 
Blake Camper (6-8, 311, Sr.) 

TE Jacob August (6-6, 244, Sr.) 
Kiel Pollard (6-1, 236, Jr) 

WR Bryan Edwards* (6-3, 216, Jr) 
Shi Smith* (5-10, 190, So.) 

WR_ Deebo Samuel (6-0, 210, Sr) 
Randrecous Davis (5-10, 182, So.) 

WR_ OrTre Smith* (6-4, 220, So.) 
Chad Terrell (6-3, 220, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Keir Thomas® (6-2, 265, Jr.) 
Aaron Sterling (6-], 240, So.) 

DY Kobe Smith (6-2, 295, Jr.) 
Javon Kinlaw* (6-6, 302, Jr) 

DT  Jabari Ellis (6-2, 280, Jr) 
Shameik Blackshear (6-5, 267, Jr) 

DE D.J. Wonnum* (6-5, 258, Jr) 
Daniel Fennell (6-2, 246, Jr.) 

OLB Sherrod Greene (6-), 225, So.) 
Davonne Bowen (6-, 218, Fr.) 

MLB T.J. Brunson’ (6-1, 225, Jr.) 
Rosendo Louis Jr. (6-2, 242, Fr.) 

OLB Bryson Allen-Williams (6-1, 23), Sr.) 
Eldridge Thompson (6-1, 223, Sr.) 

CB Rashad Fenton’ (5-1], 186, Sr.) 
Keisean Nixon (5-10, 195, Sr.) 

CB  Jamyest Williams? (5-8, 175, So.) 
Zay Brown (5-1), 198, Fr.) 

FS Javon Charleston (6-1, 186, Jr) 
Jaylin Dickerson (6-1, 192. Fr.) 

SS Steven Montac (5-10, 188, Sr) 
Antoine Wilder (5-10, 198, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Parker White* (6-5, 196, So.) 
P Joseph Charlton* (6-5, 187, Jr.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Dan Mullen 
First year 
CAREER RECORD: 69-46 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Billy Gonzales (first year) 
John Hevesy (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Todd Grantham (first year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Ben Hill Griffin Stadium 
(88,548) 

TICKETS: 800-34-GATOR 

SITE: Gainesville, Fla. 

WEBSITE: floridagators.com 
TWITTER: @GatorsFB 


2018 SCHEDULE 
S$.) Charleston Southern 
S.8 Kentucky 

S.15 Colorado State 
S.22 @TENNESSEE 

S.29  @MISSISSIPPI STATE 
0.6 LSU 

0.13 @VANDERBILT 
0.27 Georgia* 

N.3 Missouri 

N.10 South Carolina 
N.17 Idaho 

N.24 @FLORIDA STATE 


Jacksonville, FL 


2017 RESULTS 4-7 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
S.2 Michigan* 17-33 
$16 Tennessee 26-20 
$.23 @KENTUCKY 28-27 
$.30 Vanderbilt 38-24 
0.7 LSU 16-17 
0.14 Texas A&M 17-19 
0.28 Georgia** 7-42 
N.4 @MISSOURI 16-45 
N.11 @SOUTH CAROLINA 20-28 
N18 UAB 36-7 
N.25 Florida State 22-38 


“Arlington, TX; *Jacksonville, FL 


FLORIDA 


GATORS 
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Tyrie Cleveland 


hen Dan Mullen was the 

quarterbacks coach and 

offensive coordinator under 

Urban Meyer at Florida, he 
helped develop Chris Leak and Tim Tebow— 
and by extension aided the Gators in their 
rise to the top of the college football world. At 
Mississippi State, he was instrumental in Dak 
Prescott’s growth and helped maximize Nick 
Fitzgerald’s multiple talents. 

As he takes over the UF program after a 
rare in-conference transfer, Mullen will put 
his considerable quarterback-training skills to 
the test by trying to coax a big season out of a 
position the Gators need to be a strong point if 
they are to reverse their recent troubles. 

Last season’s 4-7 record—the program’s 
second losing mark in five years—can’t be 
blamed entirely on below-par quarterback 
play, but the struggles of Feleipe Franks, 
Malik Zaire and (for a little while) Luke Del 
Rio didn’t help the Gator cause and hastened 
the departure of former head coach Jim 
McElwain from Gainesville. Now, Mullen must 
find someone to run his offense, which has 
produced great results during his career but 
absolutely requires a signal-caller capable of 


2018 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
WR Tyrie Cleveland 


Even though Tyrie Cleveland caught 
only 22 passes last year, he still averaged 
18.6 yards per reception. He has big-time 
playmaking potential and the ability to be 
a first-rate target, particularly if the Gators 
get their quarterback situation settled. 


making good decisions and distributing the 
ball adeptly. 

During spring ball, Franks, Kyle Trask 
and true freshman Emory Jones staged a 
competition that produced no clear winner. 
Mullen saw good things from each and plenty 
for all to work on as they head into the 
warmer months. 

“T want to see a lot more out of them 
moving forward,” Mullen said after the Gators’ 
spring game. “I saw some really good things. 

I saw them miss simple things. It gets into the 
speed of the decision-making, comfort of the 
offense. I’ll watch them make a great read and 


CLEVELAND: JOHN RAQUX / AP 


PERINE: JOHN RAQUX / AP 


get to a second or third read in the progression pretty 
quickly and make a great throw, move the chains. And 
then the next one, I’ll watch them miss the first read 
and try to launch one down the field or miss an easy 
throw that they should make.” 

That about sums it up. Franks has a strong arm but 
isn’t too mobile and made some shaky decisions last 
year, as evidenced by his 54.6-percent completion 
rate. Trask has great size (6-5, 239 pounds) and was 
an accurate prep passer, but he lacks experience. And 
though Jones has the skills to be a prototypical Mullen 
passer, he is extremely young and would require 
Mullen to spend some of his political capital his first 
season. 

Whoever wins had better hope the Florida receiving 
corps improves. Junior Tyrie Cleveland (22 catches) 
is the top returnee and a deep threat, although if Ole 
Miss transfer Van Jefferson (42) is deemed immediately 
eligible, the crew will receive a boost. Expect junior 
Freddie Swain and senior Dre Massey to take steps 
forward. 

The ground attack will receive a boost from the 
return of Jordan Scarlett, who was suspended last year 
but led the Gators with 889 yards and six touchdowns 
in 2016. Lamical Perine was the top rusher last season 
(562 yards, 4.1 average, 8 TDs). Sophomore Malik Davis 
(526, 6.7, 2) looked good in 2017 until suffering a knee 
injury. If recovered, he’ll contribute. 

The offensive line returns five starters but was shaky 
last year. Left tackle Martez Ivey has plenty of potential, 
but the whole unit must improve. 

New defensive coordinator Todd Grantham is 
switching the Gators to a 3-4 alignment, and that means 
senior CeCe Jefferson (13.5 tackles for loss) will be 
turned loose at outside linebacker. Inside man David 
Reese is a reliable tackler, and junior end Jabari Zuniga 
finds his way into enemy backfields often. 

There is plenty of experience in a solid secondary, 
most notably safety Chauncey Gardner-Johnson and 
corner CJ Henderson, who picked off four passes last 
year. 

The loss of outstanding kicker Eddy Pineiro means 
freshman Evan McPherson will get a shot at placements. 
And though big-legged Johnny Townsend (47.5-yard 
average) is gone, his brother Tommy showed during the 
spring that he can handle the job. 


2a SPORTS. 


RECRUITING REPORT 


ss TOP SIGNEES seeatee 
1 Jacob Copeland, \." 4* 


In a shortened 
cycle as Florida’s 


head coach, 2 Richard Gouraige, 4+ 
Dan Mullen won 3 Emory Jones, > 46 
some critical 


recruiting battles but none was bigger than landing 
quarterback Emory Jones to add a dual-threat 
option to the pro-style QB stable he inherited. Jones 
was part of an offensive overhaul that includes the 
additions of dynamic pass-catchers Jacob Copeland 
and Justin Watkins. Mullen also added size on the 
offensive line with 6-6 juco product Noah Banks as 
well as some mismatch ability at tight end with Kyle 
Pitts from Pennsylvania. Defensively, Amari Burney 
and Trey Dean III are long, versatile early enrollees 
who could help Mullen out very quickly in Gainesville. 


‘RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


“PASSING : 
Feleipe Franks 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pet. Yds. 1D Avg/G_ 


1) 133 | 125-229-8 | 546 | 1438.9) BO7 


“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avo/G 


lamicalPerine 1 136| 5SQ2 41 8 SU 


“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/6 


TyrieCleveland 10/22) 410 186\2 410 
“TACKLES GP. Solo._Assist__Total_ 
David Reese Wl 4 |) 56 | 12 
SACKS _ GP No. Yards | 
CeCe Jefferson n! 45 4 


RB Lamical Perine 


2017 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC | REAL | OPP 
SCORING 


243 300 

Points Per Game 22.1 27.3 
FIRST DOWNS 185, 192 
Rushing 83 82 
Passing 92 92 
Penalty 10 18 


Yards gainedrushing 2047 1958 


Yards lost rushing 327 265 
Rushing Attempts 400 400 
Average Per Rush 4.3 42 
Average Per Game 156.4 153.9 
TDs Rushing 15 16 
PASSING YARDAGE 1975 2149 
Comp-Att-Int 174-312-10. 148-270-14 
Average Per Pass : 8.0 
Average Per Catch 14 14.5 
Average Per Game 179.5 195.4 
TDs Passing 10 16 
TOTAL OFFENSE 3695 3842 
Total Plays 72 670 
Average Per Play 5.2 57 


Average Per Game 335.9 349.3 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 26-553 9-239 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 13-66 28-306 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 14-228 10-82 


KICK RETURN AVG. 21.3 26.6 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 51 10.9 
INT RETURN AVG. 16.3 8.2 
FUMBLES-LOST 16-10 6-3 
PENALTIES-YARDS 88-646 64-501 
Average Per Game 58.7 45.5 
PUNTS-YARDS 65-3068 55-2343 
Average Per Punt 47,2 42.6 
Net punt average 41.0 40,3 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 31:03 28:57 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 51/157 46/139 
3rd-Down Pct. 32% 33% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 12/18 5/7 
4th-Down Pct. 67% 71% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 23-128 37-242 
MISC. YARDS 
TDS SCORED 28 36 
FG-ATTEMPTS 17-18 16-24 
ATTENDANCE 520290 191826 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/86715 3/63942 
Neutral Site Games 2/79954 
FLORIDA 29 89 40 85 0 243 
Opponent 83 71 65 81 0 300 


4 5-YEAR RECORD 
34-28 


4-8 7-5 10- 4-7 
2016 


WIN 
CT: Conference Title + BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 
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‘2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB Feleipe Franks* (6-5, 227, So.) 
Kyle Trask (6-5, 239, So.) 

RB Lamical Perine* (5-11, 218, Jr.) 
Jordan Scarlett (5-1), 206, Jr.) 

LT Martezivey* (6-5, 315, Sr.) 
Noah Banks (6-6, 315, Jr.) 

LG Tyler Jordan (6-4, 310, Sr.) 
Nick Buchanan (6-3, 283, Jr) 

c T.J. McCoy® (6-1, 314, Jr) 
Brett Heggie* (6-4, 330, So.) 

RG Fred Johnson’ (6-6, 330, Sr.) 
T.J. Moore (6-5, 305, Fr.) 

RT Jawaan Taylor* (6-5, 334, Jr) 
Stone Forsythe (6-7, 329, So.) 

TE C’yontai Lewis* (6-4, 235, Sr.) 
Moral Stephens (6-4, 251, Sr.) 

WR Tyrie Cleveland’ (6-2, 205, Jr.) 
Daquon Green (6-1, 195, So.) 

WR_ Dre Massey (5-9, 186, Sr.) 
Kadarius Toney (5-1), 194, So.) 

WR Van Jefferson (6-2, 192, Jr.) 
Freddie Swain (6-0, 194, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE  Jabari Zuniga® (6-3, 246, Jr) 
Antonneous Clayton (6-2, 254, Jr) 

NT Khairi Clark* (6-), 315, Sr.) 
Tedarrell Slaton (6-4, 358, So.) 

DT Luke Ancrum (6-5, 263, Jr.) 
Elijah Conliffe (6-4, 317, So.) 

OLB CeCe Jefferson’ (6-1, 242, Sr.) 
Zachary Carter (6-4, 270, Fr.) 

ILB David Reese* (6-1, 239, Jr.) 
Rayshad Jackson (6-0, 217, Jr.) 

ILB Vosean Joseph’ (6-), 227, Jr) 
Lacedrick Brunson (6-1, 229, Fr.) 

OLB Jeremiah Moon* (6-6, 228, So.) 
Nick Smith (6-), 213, Fr) 

CB CJHenderson® (6-), 186, So.) 
Trey Dean III (6-2, 181, Fr.) 

CB Marco Wilson® (6-0, 177, So.) 
C.J. McWilliams (5-11, 179, So.) 

FS C.Gardner-Johnson’ (6-0, 207, Jr.) 
Brad Stewart (6-0, 19], So.) 

SS JeawonTaylor* (6-0, 206, Jr) 
Amari Burney (6-1, 224, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Evan McPherson (6-0, 165, Fr.) 
P Tommy Townsend (6-1, 175, Jr) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Jeremy Pruitt 


First year 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tyson Helton (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Kevin Sherrer (first year) 

Chris Rumph (first year) 


STADIUM: Neyland Stadium 
(102,455) 

TICKETS: 800-332-VOLS 
SITE: Knoxville, Tenn. 
WEBSITE: utsports.com 
TWITTER: @Vol_Football 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
S. West Virginia* 

S.8 East Tennessee State 
S15 UTEP 

$.22 Florida 

S.29 @GEORGIA 

0.13 @AUBURN 

0.20 Alabama 

0.27 @SOUTH CAROLINA 
N.3 Charlotte 

N10. Kentucky 

N17 Missouri 

N.24 @VANDERBILT 


"Charlotte, NC 


» 2017 RESULTS 4-8 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 


S.4 Georgia Tech* 42-4) 
S.9 _ Indiana State 42-7 
S16 @FLORIDA 20-26 
$.23 Massachusetts 17-13 
S.30 Georgia 0-4) 
0.14 South Carolina 9-15 
0.21 @ALABAMA 7-45 
0.28 @KENTUCKY 26-29 
N.4 Southern Miss 24-10 
NJ @MISSOURI 17-50 
N18 LSU 10-30 
N.25 Vanderbilt 24-42 


"Atlanta, GA (20T) 
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TENNESSE 


VOLUNTEERS — 


MECCA EEA 


and call it anything other than a disaster. The Volunteers 
started 3-1 but collapsed after that and stumbled home 1-7, a 
performance that ended coach Butch Jones’ tenure. 

The decision to bring in Jeremy Pruitt, who in 21 seasons of 
coaching has never been a head coach, as Jones’ replacement 
came after an ill-fated flirtation with Greg Schiano. But given 
Pruitt’s experience around successful programs—he has been part 
of national title-winning staffs at Alabama and Florida State—it 
isn’t a stretch to think he’ll be able to create a winning culture in 
Knoxville, especially given his reputation as a great recruiter. But 
after the circus that was the Tennessee coaching search, there’s 
also some danger in the decision to bring on Pruitt. 

It’s time to see. Expect a nasty defense—eventually. Last year’s 
bunch let opposing running backs gain 5.4 yards per carry. And 
new offensive coordinator Tyson Helton has to revive an attack 
that scored just 19.8 points per game. 

“We weren’t very good, obviously,” Pruitt said after a spring 
practice. “I think we’re trying to stress that with our players.” 

A place the Vols have to improve quickly is quarterback, where 
sophomore Jarrett Guarantano showed signs of promise but was 
just 2-5 in games in which he threw 12 or more passes. Pruitt 
was happy with Guarantano’s play in the spring, but it may be 
meaningless if Stanford graduate transfer Keller Chryst, who'll 
arrive on campus in June, takes the job. In 2016, he went 6-0 as a 
starter with the Cardinal but lost his job last year. 

Whoever plays under center will work with Brandon Johnson 
and Marquez Callaway, last year’s top two receivers. But the loss 
of running back John Kelly (778 yards, 9 TDs) means sophomores 
Ty Chandler (305, 2) and Tim Jordan must step forward. They’ll 
play behind a line that had only eight healthy members during the 
spring and must improve. 

The defense brings back plenty of experience, but it must 
tighten up. Pruitt’s new 4-3 alignment and his track record should 
help that. Junior linebackers Daniel Bituli and Quart’e Sapp and 
safeties Nigel Warrior and Micah Abernathy are stalwarts, but the 
front four must become more productive. If Darrin Kirkland Jr. 
recovers completely from a knee injury that cost him all of 2017, 
he could make an impact at middle linebacker. 


T here is no way to look at the 2017 Tennessee football season 


2018 STREET & SMITH'S COLLEGE FOOTBAI 


» 5-YEAR RECORD 
34-29 
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CT: Conference Title » BG: Bow! Game 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Keller Chryst (6-5, 234, Sr.) 

RB Ty Chandler (5-11, 195, So.) 

LT = Trey Smith’ (6-6, 320, So.) 

LG Joey Cave (6-5, 295, So.) 

C Riley Locklear (6-5, 295, So.) 

RG Ryan Johnson (6-6, 500, So.) 

RT Jahmir Johnson (6-5, 290, Jr.) 

TE Dom. Wood-Anderson (5-5, 245, Jr) 
WR Brandon Johnson* (6-2. 195, Jr.) 

WR Marquez Callaway* (6-2, 199, Jr) 
WR Tyler Byrd (6-0, 195. Jr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Kyle Phillips* (6-4, 265, Sr.) 

DT Emmit Gooden (6-4, 305, Jr) 
DT Jonathan Kongbo* (6-6, 264, Sr.) 
DE Deandre Johnson (6-4, 258, So.) 
OLB Quart’e Sapp* (6-2, 222, Jr.) 
MLS Daniel Bituli* (6-3, 235, Jr.) 

OLB Darrell Taylor* (6-4, 254, Jr) 

CB Marquill Osborne (5-1), 188, Jr.) 
CB Shawn Shamburger (6-0. 191, So.) 
FS Micah Abernathy* (6-0, 203, Sr) 
SS Nigel Warrior* (6-0, 194, Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Brent Cimaglia (6-), 195, So.) 
P Paxton Brooks (6-5, 170, Fr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


aay srorrs. 
MRECRUITING REPORT 
“TOP SIGNEES afm 
1 JJ Peterson, © 4% 

2 Greg Emerson, 0) 4% 

3 Brant Lawless, 0) ¢= 


In a shortened recruiting 
cycle, new coach Jeremy Pruitt 
got some critical wins. He 
secured the players he wanted 
in the state of Tennessee, 
including versatile athlete 
Alontae Taylor, raw but talented 
offensive lineman Jerome Carvin 
and big power back Jeremy 
Banks. 

Pruitt also went out of state 
and scored some big wins over 
his former boss, Nick Saban, 
beating Alabama for top-100 
linebacker JJ Peterson and the 
top tight end in the juco ranks, 
Dominick Wood-Anderson. 


CALLAWAY: JOHN RAOUK / AP 


LOCK: DAVID STEPHENSON / AP 


\) 5-YEAR RECORD 
359- 
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* BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


QB Drew Lock* (6-4, 225, Sr) 


RB Damarea Crockett (5-1, 225, Jr) 

LT = Yasir Durant* (6-7, 340, Jr) 

LG Kevin Pendleton* (6-4, 330, Sr) 

c Trystan Colon-Castillo* (6-4, 315, So.) 
RG  Tre’Vour Wallace-Simms* (6-5, 340, Jr) 
RT Paul Adams* (6-6, 315, Sr.) 

TE Albert Okwuegbunam’ (6-5, 260,So.) 
WR Nate Brown (6-3, 210, Sr) 

WR Johnathon Johnson’ (5-10, 185, Jr.) 
WR Emanuel Hall* (6-3, 200, Sr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Tre Williams (6-5, 250, So.) 
DT Terry Beckner Jr." (6-4, 305, Sr.) 
DT Jordan Elliott (6-4, 325, So.) 
DE Chris Turner (6-4, 250, So.) 
OLB Terez Hall* (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
MLB Cale Garrett* (6-3, 235, Jr.) 
OLB Brandon Lee* (6-2, 225, Sr.) 
CB DeMarkus Acy* (6-2. 195, Jr.) 
€B Adam Sparks* (6-0, 175, So.) 
FS CamHilton (6-0, 185, Sr.) 

SS Ronnell Perkins (6-0, 200. Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Tucker McCann* (6-0, 205, Jr) 
P Corey Fatony® (5-1), 205, Sr.) 


"Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
Za sPorrs. 
RECRUITING REPORT 
STOP SIGNEES upenite 


1 Chad Bailey, LS 5” 
2 Kam Scott, WR 3» 
3 Jalen Knox, ATi de 


Missouri's high-powered 
offense is getting restocked at 
wide receiver and quarterback. 
The 2018 class brings in five 
wideouts, led by a big, explosive 
option out of the Houston area 
in Kam Scott. 

At quarterback, former LSU 
player Lindsey Scott Jr. arrives 
from junior-college power East 
Mississippi Community College, 
where he threw for 3,481 yards 
last fall. 

And for a team that’s always 
good for a sleeper or two, 
dynamic Memphis running back 
Tyler Badie may be your guy. 


MISSOURI 


QB Drew Lock 


half of the 2017 season that it helped offensive coordinator 

Josh Heupel land a head-coaching job. The new boss at 
Central Florida cranked up an attack that scored at least 45 points 
in Missouri’s final six regular-season contests. With quarterback 
Drew Lock back to pile it up again, new offensive coordinator 
Derek Dooley, the former Tennessee head coach, is in a pretty 
good spot. 

So are the Tigers, provided they can field a defense that can 
stop rivals just enough. Replacing five starters from that unit 
might not be so easy, but when you have an attack capable of 
hanging up at least 45 points a game, you don’t have to play that 
much D. 

Lock had a huge season en route to first-team All-SEC honors. 
He threw for 3,964 yards and 44 TDs but had 13 interceptions 
and completed only 57.8 percent of his throws. He’ll need to be 
more accurate-like he was later in the season—and will also have 
to adjust to a little more time under center, which he has asked 
Dooley to provide. 

The Tigers lost their top runner (Ish Witter) and receiver (J’Mon 
Moore), but still have some talented skill performers. Larry 
Rountree III (703 yards, 6 TDs, 5.6 yards per carry) and Damarea 
Crockett (481, 2, 6.0) are strong running backs, while Johnathon 
Johnson (41 catches, 6 TDs, 17.7 yards per catch) and Emanuel 
Hall (33, 8, 24.8) are dangerous receivers. Sophomore tight end 
Albert Okwuegbunam caught 11 TD passes last year. The Tigers’ 
line should be more experienced and stout. 

If the defensive line can get settled—and the eligibility of Texas 
transfer Jordan Elliott will help—Mizzou could be pretty good on 
that side of the ball. At linebacker, Cale Garrett is strong in the 
middle, while senior Terez Hall can create havoc on the outside. 
Cornerback DeMarkus Acy is solid, but the secondary must 
become more productive. 

Junior kicker Tucker McCann doesn’t have a big leg, but he is 
accurate from 45 yards and in, and senior punter Corey Fatony 
averaged a robust 44.3 yards per boot last year. 


T he Tigers’ offense was so dangerous during the second 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH'S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Barry Odom 
Third year (11-14) 
CAREER RECORD: 11-14 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Derek Dooley (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Ryan Walters (third year) 


STADIUM: Faurot Field (71,168) 
TICKETS: 800-CAT-PAWS 
SITE: Columbia, Mo. 
WEBSITE: mutigers.com 
TWITTER: @MizzouFootball 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
SUT Martin 

$.8 Wyoming 

$15 @PURDUE 

S.22 Georgia 

0.6 @SOUTH CAROLINA 
0.13 @ALABAMA 

0.20 Memphis 

0.27 Kentucky 

N.3. @FLORIDA 

N10 Vanderbilt 

N17 @TENNESSEE 
N.24 Arkansas 


»2017 RESULTS 7-6 
DATE | OPPONENT 


$5.2 Missouri State 72-43 
S.9 South Carolina : 13-31 
S16 Purdue 3-35 
§.23 Auburn 14-51 
0.7 @KENTUCKY 34-40 
0.14 @GEORGIA 28-53 
0.21 Idaho 68-21 
0.28 @CONNECTICUT 52-12 
N.4 Florida 45-16 
N11 Tennessee 50-17 
N18 @VANDERBILT 45-17 
N.24 @ARKANSAS 48-45 
D.27_ Texas* 16-33 
*Texas Bowl 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Mark Stoops 
Sixth year (26-36) 
CAREER RECORD: 26-36 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Eddie Gran (third year) 

Darin Hinshaw (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Matt House (second year) 


STADIUM: Kroger Field (61,000) 
TICKETS: 800-928-CATS 

SITE: Lexington, Ky. 

WEBSITE: ukathletics.com 
TWITTER: @UKFootball 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
S$.) Central Michigan 
S.8 @FLORIDA 

S.15 Murray State 
§.22 Mississippi State 
§.29 South Carolina 
0.6 @TEXAS A&M 
0.20 Vanderbilt 

0.27, @MISSOURI 

N3 Georgia 

N10 @TENNESSEE 
N.17 Middle Tennessee 
N.24 @LOUISVILLE 


+2017 RESULTS 7-6 
DATE | OPPONENT 
S.2. @SOUTHERN MISS 24-17 


S.9 Eastern Kentucky 27-16 
S.16 @SOUTHCAROLINA 23-13 
§.23 Florida 27-28 
$.30 Eastern Michigan 24-20 
07 Missouri 40-34 
0.21 @MISSISSIPPISTATE 7-45 
0.28 Tennessee 29-26 
N.4 Ole Miss 34-37 
N.1l @VANDERBILT 44-2) 
N.18 @GEORGIA 13-42 
N.25 Louisville 17-44 
D.29 Northwestern* 23-24 
*Music City Bowl 


KENTUCKY 


WILDCATS 


RB Benny Snell Jr. 


ark Stoops insists he isn’t a “woulda, shoulda, coulda” 

guy, so he won’t assess last season’s 7-6 record in terms 

of a “few plays here or there” that could have led the 
Wildcats to 10 wins. Still, he understands the delicate nature of 
success, especially in the SEC, and enters this year hoping to 
improve on a year that began 5-1 but stalled after that. 

“What do we do to make the plays necessary to get eight, nine 
or 10 wins?” Stoops asks. “We’re capable of doing that.” 

The Wildcats return enough talent on both sides of the ball 
to be a factor in the East—behind Georgia, of course. But that 
doesn’t mean there aren’t several areas that need improvement 
or players to step in and perform immediately. 

The most glaring area of need is under center, where the 
departure of Stephen Johnson has led to a battle between junior- 
college newcomer Terry Wilson and sophomore Gunnar Hoak 
that most likely won’t be settled before fall camp. Hoak knows 
the system and has a good pocket presence, but Wilson has a big 
arm and the ability to move well. If he learns the offense, the job 
should be his. 

No matter who is the quarterback, he’ll need the Kentucky 
receivers to deliver more consistent production. The return of 
Dorian Baker, who caught 55 passes in 2015 but missed last year 
with a broken ankle, will help. But junior Tavin Richardson and 
sophomore Lynn Bowden must emerge as reliable targets. At 
least junior Benny Snell Jr. (1,333 yards, 19 TDs, 5.1 yards per 
carry) is back to handle the rushing load. He’ll work behind an 
experienced line that is particularly strong up the middle. 

The Wildcats were susceptible to the pass last year but return 
all four starters in the secondary. Senior safeties Mike Edwards 
and Darius West are stout. “We need to improve at corner,” 
Stoops says. 

The Kentucky front line should be better, thanks in part to the 
switch of sophomore Joshua Paschal from linebacker to tackle. 
Outside linebacker Josh Allen is productive off the edge, while 
senior Jordan Jones is a solid inside linebacker. 

Kentucky must replace both specialists. Look out for Aussie 
Max Duffy at punter. 


JISALL 


\5-YEAR RECORD 
26-36 
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2013 | 2014 2015} 2016 2017 
|WIN] LOSS} 


CT: Conference Title » BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


QB Terry Wilson (6-3, 205, So.) 
RB Benny Snell Jr.* (5-11, 223, Jr) 
Landon Young (6-7, 305, Jr.) 
Logan Stenberg* (6-6, 320, Jr.) 
Drake Jackson* (6-2, 303. So.) 
Bunchy Stallings* (6-3, 305, Sr) 
George Asafo-Adjei* (6-5, 315, Sr.) 
C.J. Conrad® (6-5, 252, Sr.) 
Dorian Baker* (6-3, 205, Sr) 
Tavin Richardson* (6-3, 207, Jr.) 
Isaiah Epps (6-2, 181, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DT Joshua Paschal (6-3, 278, So.) 
NG Quinton Bohanna’ (65-4, 340, So.) 
DE T.J.Carter® (6-4, 265, Jr) 
OLB Josh Allen* (6-5, 252, Sr) 

(LB Jordan Jones* (6-2, 218, Sr.) 
ILB Kash Daniel (6-1, 242, Jr) 

OLB Denzil Ware® (6-2, 240, Sr.) 

CB Derrick Baity* (6-3, 188, Sr) 
CB Lonnie Johnson* (6-3, 206, Sr.) 
FS Darius West* (6-0, 210, Sr.) 

SS Mike Edwards* (6-0, 201, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Miles Butler (5-9, 165, Sr) 
P Max Duffy (6-1, 194. So) 


$290598°85 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


2a sronrs. 
MRECRUITING REPORT 
UTOP SIGNEES state 
1 Marquan McCall, 0% © 

2 Darian Kinnard, 9) 4 

3 Chris Oats, \© 4 


Kentucky has steadily 
improved its roster by 
incremental improvement on 
the recruiting trail, particularly 
in the state of Ohio. Once again, 
the Buckeye State treated the 
Wildcats well, with massive 
offensive tackle Darian Kinnard, 
huge linebacker Chris Oats and 
versatile tight end Brenden 
Bates taking their talents to 
Lexington. Kentucky also won a 
huge QB battle over the likes of 
Nebraska and Florida with the 
commitment of juco product 
Terry Wilson, who began his 
collegiate career at Oregon. 


SNELLIR.: DAVID STEPHENSON / AP 


SHURMUR: SEAN RAYFORD / AP 


 5-YEAR RECORD 
27-35 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 


OFFENSE 


QB Kyle Shurmur’ (6-4, 227, Sr) 
FB Jaire George (6-1, 230, Jr) 

RB Khari Blasingame (6-1, 235, Sr) 
LT Justin Skule* (6-6, 315, Sr) 

LG Saige Young* (6-4. 315, Jr.) 

C Bruno Reagan’ (6-3, 315, Sr.) 
RG Egidio DellaRipa* (6-4, 300, Sr.) 
RT Devin Cochran* (6-7, 305, So.) 
TE Jared Pinkney* (6-4, 255, Jr.) 
WR Kalija Lipscomb (6-), 200, Jr.) 
WR Alex Stump (6-3. 210, Jr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Dayo Odeyingbo (6-6, 250. So.) 
NT Josiah Sa’o (6-2, 295, So.) 

DE Dare Odeyingbo* (6-2, 272, Sr.) 
OLB Charles Wright* (6-3, 240, Sr) 
MLB Jordan Griffin* (6-0, 223, Sr.) 
ILB Andre Mintz (6-3, 232, So.) 
OLB Josh Smith (6-4, 240, Sr.) 

CB  Joejuan Williams (6-3, 208, Jr) 
CB Bryce Lewis (6-0, 185, Sr.) 

FS LaDarius Wiley* (6-1, 210, Sr) 
SS Zaire Jones (6-0, 200, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Ryley Guay (5-10, 190, Jr) 
P Parker Thome (6-4, 215, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2aay'srarrs 


WRECRUITING REPORT 
ear 

WTOP SIGNEES STAR HATH 

1 Alston Orji,) > 4 

2 Cam Johnson, a 

3 Brendon Harris, © 4* 


Since Derek Mason was hired 
at Vanderbilt in 2014, every 
recruiting class was ranked 
lower than the previous year’s 
until this one. The steady 
three-year decline was reversed 
dramatically in 2018 with 
Vanderbilt's highest-rated class 
under Mason. 

The headliners are linebacker 
Alston Orji, who chose the 
Commodores over a national 
offer list, and a pair of local 
standouts in wide receiver Cam 
Johnson and tight end Gavin 
Schoenwald. 


VANDERBILT 


COMMODORES 


Commodores’ uniforms as they have for generations, but 
the best way to identify this year’s edition is through its 
close affiliation with head coach Derek Mason. 

“This group, for the first time, is made up only of guys I have 
recruited,” Mason says. “This team is totally me.” 

Mason enters his fifth year in Nashville having not led 
Vanderbilt to a winning season and only reaching one postseason 
game, the Independence Bowl in 2016—which the ’Dores lost. 
He’s happy to be directing a squad made up entirely of his own 
conscripts and believes the talent on the roster has been vastly 
improved by this year’s recruiting class, which he considers “the 
best of my tenure.” 

The newcomers should provide depth, but the holdovers must 
improve on last season, which began dramatically with a 3-0 start 
but featured a subsequent five-game losing streak that started 
with a 59-0 home setback to Alabama. 

“The loss to Alabama gave us an idea of how far we needed 
to go,” Mason says. “That’s OK, but I thought the guys didn’t 
respond well afterward.” 

This season’s fortunes will be influenced greatly by senior 
quarterback Kyle Shurmur, who set a school record last year 
with 26 TD passes but completed just 57.9 percent of his throws. 
Shurmur’s top two targets from last season are gone, but fast 
Kalija Lipscomb and tight end Jared Pinkney return and will be 
joined by Ohio State transfer Alex Stump. 

Graduated is Ralph Webb, who finished with 4,178 career 
yards, but Mason says the “stable of backs we have will shatter 
some records in terms of running the football.” It’s led by Khari 
Blasingame, speedy Jamauri Wakefield and junior Ke’Shawn 
Vaughn, an Illinois transfer who impressed last season on the 
scout team. They'll run behind a line that returns all five of last 
year’s starters. 

After calling the defense for the past three seasons, Mason 
has ceded control of that to Jason Tarver, who was the Oakland 
Raiders’ defensive coordinator from 2012-14. He’ll work with a 
deep defensive front led by Dare and Dayo Odeyingbo. Elsewhere 
on the unit, outside linebacker Charles Wright had 9.0 sacks last 
year and safety LaDarius Wiley led the team in tackles. 


T he colors—gold and black—will remain the same on the 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Derek Mason 
Fifth year (18-31) 
CAREER RECORD: 18-31 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Andy Ludwig (fourth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jason Tarver (first year) 


STADIUM: Vanderbilt Stadium 
(40,550) 

TICKETS: 615-322-GOLD 

SITE: Nashville 

WEBSITE: vucommodores.com 
TWITTER: @VandyFootball 


»2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1 Middle Tennessee 
S.8 Nevada 

S15 @NOTRE DAME 
$.22 South Carolina 
§.29 Tennessee State 
0.6 @GEORGIA 
0.13 Florida 

0.20 @KENTUCKY 
0.27 @ARKANSAS 
N.10 @MISSOURI 
N.17_ Ole Miss 

N.24 Tennessee 


»2017 RESULTS 5-7 
S.2 @MIDDLETENNESSEE 28-6 
S.9 Alabama A&M 42-0 
S.16 Kansas State 14-7 
$.23. Alabama 0-59 
S.30 @FLORIDA 24-38 
07 Georgia 14-45 
0.14 @OLE MISS 35-57 
0.28 @SOUTH CAROLINA 27-34 
N.4 Western Kentucky 3-17 
N11 Kentucky 21-44 
N18 Missouri 7-45 
N.25  @TENNESSEE 42-24 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Nick Saban 

12th year (132-20) 

CAREER RECORD: 223-62-1 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Mike Locksley (second year) 
Josh Gattis (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Tosh Lupoi (third year) 

Pete Golding (first year) 

TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Bryant-Denny Stadium 
(101,821) 

TICKETS: 205-348-BAMA 

SITE: Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

WEBSITE: rolitide.com 
TWITTER: @AlabamaFTBL 


2018 SCHEDULE 
$.1 Louisville’ 

S.8 Arkansas State 
S15 @OLE MISS 
$.22 Texas A&M 
S.29 Louisiana 

0.6 @ARKANSAS 
0.13 Missouri 

0.20 @TENNESSEE 
N.3 @LSU 

N.10_ Mississippi State 
N17 The Citadel 
N.24 Auburn 


“Orlando, FL 


2017 RESULTS 13-1 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 


S.2 Florida State* 24-7 
S.9 Fresno State 41-10 
S.16 Colorado State 41-23 
$.23 @VANDERBILT 59-0 
S.30 Ole Miss 66-3 
0.7 @TEXAS A&M 27-19 
0.14 Arkansas 41-9 
0.21 Tennessee 45-7 
N4 LSU 24-10 
N.11_ @MISSISSIPPISTATE 31-24 
N.18 Mercer 56-0 
N.25  @AUBURN 14-26 
Jl Clemson** 24-6 
J.8  Georgia*** 26-23 
‘Atlanta, GA 

**Sugar Bowl 


***CFP National Championship (OT) 


2018 STREET & SMITH'S 


COLLEGE FOC 


ALABAMA 


CRIMSON TIDE 


RB Damien Harris 


 fter the Crimson Tide captured 
the 2015 national title, people 
- wondered how it could possibly 
A continue its success. Gone were 
ecenan winner Derrick Henry, QB Jake 
Coker and several key defenders. Certainly, 
Alabama would be in trouble. 

Of course, that wasn’t the case. Alabama 
reached the National Championship Game in 
2016, and though coach Nick Saban’s bunch 
didn’t prevail over Clemson, it closed the deal 
in ‘17 with a thrilling overtime victory over 
Georgia. Not long after, people started to do 
the math about the 2018 campaign, and they 
found some troubling results. By the time 
the early NFL Draft entrees had made their 
declarations, ’Bama was down 13 starters, 
including nine on defense. What would Saban 
do? 

“People always ask, ‘how do you 
do it?’” Tide senior running back 
Damien Harris says. “Coach 
Saban is still here. So is his 
formula for success. As long 
as he is here and providing the 
formula for the program, and 
people take it and apply it, we'll 
always be successful.” 

Saban’s process remains intact, but he 
did smile a little more following the dramatic 
victory over the Bulldogs, a contrast to 
previous post-title circumstances, when he 
almost seemed agitated. “I don’t think he had 
a choice but to be happy,” Harris says. 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
DL Raekwon Davis 


If you watched last year’s College 
Football Playoff, it was impossible not to 
notice the 6-7, 308-pound junior. Davis 
made plenty of trips into the Clemson and 
Georgia backfields in the semifinals and 
finals, respectively, piling up five tackles 
and a sack in each playoff game, adding 
two takedowns for losses against the 
Tigers and his first career interception at a 
key moment late against the Bulldogs. The 
Meridian, Miss., product has excellent size 
and is capable of dominating against both 
the run and pass. 


By the start of spring practice, 
Saban was back to his old taciturn 
self. Saban can fuss, but in 
Tuscaloosa it’s a pretty good bet 
that every season is going to be 
successful. Really successful. 
“It’s great to have won the 
national championship,” Harris 
says. “It’s a great accomplishment. All 
that does is put an even bigger target on our 
backs. Every team that plays Alabama, it’s like 
their national title game.” 
The hero of last year’s big game, QB Tua 
Tagovailoa, returns, as does Jalen Hurts, who 
started every game under center for the Tide 


HARRIS: BRYNN ANDERSON / AP 


DAVIS: BUTCH DILL / AP 


in 2017. Their competition should continue through 
the summer. If Hurts wants the starting job, he must 
get more accurate throwing the ball, while Tagovailoa 
needs to gain experience, although he sure looked 
pretty calm against Georgia. 

“It’s a great feeling to know we have a lot of guys who 
can play the quarterback position and make plays,” 
Harris says. 

Harris gained an even 1,000 yards last year while 
scoring 11 times and averaging 7.4 yards per carry. He 
is a fine mix of speed and power. Sophomore Najee 
Harris (370 yards, 3 TDs, 6.1 yards per carry) is on the 
cusp of stardom. The Tide lost center Bradley Bozeman, 
but the rest of the line returns—most notably first-team 
All-SEC left tackle Jonah Williams-so there is a strong 
foundation. 

However, there are some questions at wideout since 
four of the top five receivers from 2017 have left the 
fold. Sophomore Jerry Jeudy (14 receptions, 2 TDs, 

18.9 yards per catch) is a big-play threat ready to step 
forward, while fellow sophomores DeVonta Smith—who 
caught the winning TD pass in the national title game— 
and Henry Ruggs III have plenty of potential. Again, the 
operative word is “reload.” 

There are some big holes to fill along the defensive line 
thanks to the departures of Da’Shawn Hand and Da’Ron 
Payne, both second-team all-league choices. Junior end 
Raekwon Davis (8.5 sacks) is outstanding, while senior 
end Isaiah Buggs showed big promise last season. Senior 
Johnny Dwight will stop up the middle. 

The Tide loses outside linebacker Rashaan Evans, 
and that hurts, but juniors Mack Wilson and Anfernee 
Jennings, who had three tackles for loss in the semifinal 
win over Clemson, are first-rate. There is trouble in 
the secondary, though, where four starters depart, 
most notably safeties Minkah Fitzpatrick and Ronnie 
Harrison. Junior Deionte Thompson should grab one 
spot. At the corners, junior Trevon Diggs and junior- 
college newcomer Saivion Smith should be a solid 
tandem. Look for junior Shyheim Carter to handle the 
Star position, a safety/linebacker hybrid. 

Temple graduate transfer Austin Jones looks to take 
over for Andy Pappanastos at kicker, while touted 
freshman Skyler Delong appears in line for the punting 
spot. 


2a 'SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


For the first \ TOP SIGNEES sniisriater 
time since 2010, ‘1 Eyabi Anoma, s+ 
Alabama did 2 Patrick Surtain Jr, © S* 
not finish with 3 Jaylen Waddle, a 


247Sports' No. 1 

recruiting class. Nick Saban had to settle for a top-10 
finish after some uncharacteristic late losses on the 
recruiting trail. One of the big wins, though, was 
beating LSU on Patrick Surtain Jr., the son of the 
former NFL corner of the same name. Surtain has 
the ability to be an immediate starter. The Tide could 
also get instant impact out of the best pass rusher in 
the class with freakish Eyabi Anoma out of Maryland. 
The receiver stable will get even faster, too, with the 
addition of Texas slot speedster Jaylen Waddle, who 
is a one-on-one nightmare. 


S RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING _ 
Jalen Hurts 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int_ Pet. Yds. 1D Avg/G 
14 150.2 | 154-255-1 | 60.4 2081 17 148.6 


RUSHING GP Alt, Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
Damien Harris 4 BS) 1000 74 1) 74 


“SRECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


Jerry Jeudy 4 4 264189 2 189 
TACKLES —_GP-_Solo_Assist_ Total 
Raekwon Davis 4 4) 4 69 
SACKS = GP No. Yards 
Raekwon Davis 4) 85 46 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Mack Wilson 4 39 | 98 | 1 


2017 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC | ALA | OPP | 


SCORING 519 167 
Points Per Game 37) 19 
FIRST DOWNS 3 215 
Rushing 174 76 
Passing 19 114 
Penalty 18 25 
RUSHING YARDAGE 3509 1326 
Yards gained rushing 3757 1737 
Yards lost rushing 248 411 
Rushing Attempts 612 487 
Average Per Rush 57 27 
Average Per Game 250.6 947 
TDs Rushing 36 9 
PASSING YARDAGE 
Comp-Att-Int 204-333-3 229-426-19 
Average Per Pass 81 5.4 
Average Per Catch 13.3 10.1 
Average Per Game 193.4 165.7 
TDs Passing 28 8 
TOTAL OFFENSE 6217 3646 
Total Plays 945 913 
Average Per Play 6.6 4.0 


Average Per Game 444) 260.4 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 20-438 52-973 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 38-30] 6-39 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 19-279 3-97 


KICK RETURN AVG, 21.9 18.7 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 79 6.5 
INTRETURN AVG. 14.7 32.3 
FUMBLES-LOST 20-7 13-5 
PENALTIES-YARDS 69-569 61-455 
Average Per Game 40.6 32.5 
PUNTS-YARDS 55-2320 94-3817 
Average Per Punt 42.2 40.6 
Net punt average 40.0 37.2 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 29:45 30:15 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 72/178 74/214 
3rd-Down Pct. 40%, 35% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 15/18 7/19 
4th-Down Pct. 83% 37% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 40-274 27-154 
MISC. YARDS 29. 0 
TDS SCORED 66 18 
FG-ATTEMPTS 19-28 14-16 
ATTENDANCE 712053. 290203 


Games/AvgPerGame 7/101722 4/7255) 
Neutral Site Games 3/75373 


ALABAMA 145 125 152 91 6 519 
Opponent 23 46 51 44 3 «167 


™5-YEAR RECORD 
64-7 


CTBG CTBGNT CT-BG BONT 


11-2 12-2 14-1 14-1 
2016 
WIN |LOSS) 


CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 
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“2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB Tua Tagovailoa (6-1, 218, So.) 
Jalen Hurts* (6-2, 218, Jr) 

RB Damien Harris* (5-1), 213. Sr.) 
Najee Harris (6-2, 228, So.) 

LT — Jonah Williams” (6-5, 301, Jr.) 
Alex Leatherwood (6-6, 314, So.) 

LG Joshua Casher (6-), 291, Sr) 
Dallas Warmack (6-2, 314, Jr.) 

C Ross Pierschbacher* (6-4, 30], Sr.) 
Brandon Kennedy (6-3, 314, So.) 

RG Lester Cotton Sr.* (6-4, 325, Sr) 
Deonte Brown (6-4, 350, So.) 

RT Matt Womack* (6-7, 327, Sr.) 
Jedrick Wills Jr. (6-5, 312, So.) 

TE HaleHentges* (6-5, 249, Sr) 
Irv Smith Jr. (6-4, 244, Jr) 

WR Henry Ruggs lll (6-0, 179, So.) 
Xavian Marks (5-8, 174, Sr.) 

WR Derek Kief (6-4, 204, Sr.) 
Tyrell Shavers (6-6, 213. Fr.) 

WR Jerry Jeudy (6-1, 187, So.) 
DeVonta Smith (6-1, 175, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Isaiah Buggs* (6-5, 287, Sr) 
LaBryan Ray (6-5, 280, So.) 

NT Johnny Dwight (6-3, 30), Sr) 
Phidarian Mathis (6-4, 308, Fr.) 

DE Raekwon Davis" (6-7, 308, Jr.) 
Quinnen Williams (6-4, 289. So.) 

OLB Christian Miller (6-4, 244, Sr) 
Christopher Allen (6-4, 242, So.) 

LB Mack Wilson (6-2, 237, Jr) 
Keith Holcombe (6-4, 236, Sr.) 

ILB Jamey Mosley (6-5, 248, Sr.) 
Terrell Lewis (6-5, 256, Jr.) 

OLB Anfernee Jennings* (6-3, 262. Jr.) 
Joshua MeMillon (6-3, 243, Jr.) 

CB Saivion Smith (6-), |98, Jr) 
Jared Mayden (6-0, 196, Jr) 

CB Trevon Diggs (6-2. 195, Jr.) 
Shyheim Carter (6-0, 195, Jr.) 

FS Xavier McKinney (6-1, 197, So.) 
Keaton Anderson (6-), 20], Jr.) 

SS Deionte Thompson (6-2, 194, Jr.) 
Daniel Wright (6-1. 185. So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Austin Jones (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
P Skyler DeLong (6-4, 180. Fr.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Gus Malzahn 
Sixth year (45-22) 
CAREER RECORD: 54-25 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Chip Lindsey (second year) 
Kodi Burns (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kevin Steele (third year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Jordan-Hare Stadium 
(87,451) 

TICKETS: 855-282-2010 

SITE: Auburn, Ala. 

WEBSITE: auburntigers.com 
TWITTER: @AuburnFootball 


2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1_ Washington* 

S.8 Alabama State 
$15 LSU 

$.22 Arkansas 

$.29 Southern Miss 

0.6 @MISSISSIPPI STATE 
0.13 Tennessee 

0.20 @OLE MISS 

N.3 Texas A&M 

N.10 @GEORGIA 


N17 Liberty 
N.24, @ALABAMA 
‘Atlanta, GA 

2017 RESULTS 10-4 
$.2 Georgia Southern 4\-7 
S.9 @CLEMSON 6-14 
S16 Mercer 24-10 
$.23 @MISSOURI 51-14 
$.30 Mississippi State 49-10 
0.7 Ole Miss 44-23 
0.14 @LSU 23-27 
0.21 @ARKANSAS 52-20 
N.4 @TEXAS A&M 42-27 
Nj Georgia 40-17 
N.18 Louisiana-Monroe 42-14 
N.25 Alabama 26-14 
.D.2  Georgia* 7-28 
J" .UCF** 27-34 
*SEC Championship Game 
**Peach Bowl 


2018 STREET &S 


) AUBURN 


NGERS j= 


QB Jarrett Stidham | 


o say the 2017 Auburn season was 

strange is an understatement. After 

losing two of their first seven games, 

the Tigers rebounded and dumped 
Georgia and Alabama—both ranked No. 1 at 
the time-to clinch the West Division title. 
But Gus Malzahn’s team dropped the SEC 
Championship Game and then fell to UCF in 
the Knights’ “national championship” tilt in 
the Peach Bowl. 

“The good thing about last year was how 
close we really were,” Malzahn says. “The 
majority of the team is coming back, and 
we're looking forward to the year. 

“Most teams wouldn’t have 
been able to hold together like 
we did last year.” 

Although the Tigers have 
some questions along the 
offensive front and have to 
find a couple of reliable running 
backs from a quartet of candidates, 
Malzahn’s optimism is warranted. With 
a sturdy quarterback (Jarrett Stidham), some 
great receivers and a defensive line that will 
be one of the best in the country, Auburn is 
poised to make another run at the division 
crown. 

In his first year under center with the 
Tigers, Stidham completed 66.5 percent of 
his throws and tossed only six interceptions. 
The junior from Texas is mobile and has a 


MITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
QB Jarrett Stidham 


Stidham’s debut for the Tigers was 
excellent, and the former Baylor Bear 
should only get better. An accurate passer 
with good mobility and size, the 6-3, 
214-pound junior from Stephenville, Texas, 
should become even more productive this 
year. 


strong arm. His goal this year is 
to get the ball into the end zone 
more often, especially since 
Kerryon Johnson, who rushed 
for 1,391 yards and scored 18 
times in 2017, is gone. Although 
likely starter Kam Martin has 
potential—along with Devan Barrett 
and JaTarvious Whitlow—it’s unlikely the 
tailback spot will produce as much as Johnson 
did, even in an offense that relies on the run 
as much as Malzahn’s does. 

Stidham was at his best during a three-game 
stretch late in the season when he threw eight 
TD passes, one interception and completed 
72.9 percent of his passes. A full season at 
that level will make Auburn particularly 
dangerous. Although he had surgery on his 


STIDHAM; BRYNN ANDERSON / AP 
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non-throwing shoulder and was limited to seven-on- 
seven and one-on-one work during the spring, Stidham 
should be ready for big things this fall. 

“There’s nothing like experience, especially in our 
conference,” Malzahn says. “The fact that he has a year 
under his belt will do nothing but help him. We expect 
him to be better, just for the experience.” 

He’ll have some prime targets at his disposal in the 
receiving corps. Ryan Davis (84 catches, 5 TDs, 9.7 
yards per catch) is a first-rate possession man, while 
Darius Slayton (29, 5, 22.2) is a time bomb with great 
downfield potential. Malzahn also thinks Nate Craig- 
Myers (16, 3, 17.8) can make a big impact this year, too. 
Versatile junior slot receiver Eli Stove, who had more 
yards rushing (315) than receiving (265) last year, is 
coming off ACL surgery but should be ready for the 
opener. 

The line lost two starters, leaving guards Mike Horton 
and Marquel Harrell and tackle Prince Tega Wanogho as 
the only linemen with part-time starting experience. J.B. 
Grimes returns to coach that group and has work to do. 

There isn’t similar trouble across the defensive front. 
The Tigers are loaded there. Leading the way are tackle 
Derrick Brown and nose man Dontavius Russell. Look 
out for junior end Marlon Davidson, while sophomore 
end Big Kat Bryant is “starting to live up to his name,” 
according to Malzahn. 

Middle linebacker Deshaun Davis piles up the tackles, 
and Darrell Williams is tough to move on the strong 
side. There are some questions at safety but moving 
Jeremiah Dinson from corner to the free spot will help 
things. “He’s a quarterback back there,” Malzahn says. 
Malzahn is happy with corners Javaris Davis and Jamel 
Dean, a pair of juniors who have seen plenty of time. 

Last year, sophomore Aidan Marshall was solid 
punting the ball, although he could improve on his 
39.4-yard average. The Tigers need to get better on 
punt coverage after surrendering 11.4 yards per return 
and a TD last year. All-America kicker Daniel Carlson 
is gone, leaving his highly touted brother, 6-5 redshirt 
freshman Anders Carlson, to take over. 

The Tigers have front-line talent, to be sure, but their 
depth is better than ever. 

“Every year has gotten better,” Malzahn says. “We 
have a better foundation and are a lot stronger than we 
used to be. We’re finally at the point where we have 
quality depth. That will help special teams, too.” 


2<bFSPORTS, 
RECRUITING REPORT 
Coach Gus ~ TOP SIGNEES Rn 4 


Malzahn is best 1 Joey Gatewood, 4 
known for his 2 Matthew Hill, 4» 

work with athletic 3 Coynis Miller Jr, ° 4% 
quarterbacks 

and he got all the athlete he could ever want in 
Joey Gatewood. At 6-5 and 235 pounds, Gatewood 
could play a number of positions, but he'll start 

out at quarterback, where Malzahn could make the 
raw passer a dangerous weapon. Also on offense, 
look for Asa Martin to factor in to the running back 
rotation as a true freshman, and it may not take long 
for the nephew of Bo Jackson, Shedrick Jackson, to 
find his way into the receiver rotation as well. 


‘RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING 
Jarrett Stidham 
GP Effic. (Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
4 SLO = 246-370-6 «665 3158 1B 2256 


RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Kam Martin 44 43) 612 324 
RECEIVING GP Ho. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
Ryan Davis 4 84 85 975) 582 
“TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Deshaun Davis M3? 5 | BR 
SACKS — __ GPM. Yards 
Marlon Davidson PUSS T TH 
DeshaunDavis =i (<<s<G<se 35 8 
Derrick Brown 4 35 6 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Javaris Davis 2,3 35 


WR Ryan Davis fn 


2017 TEAM STATS 


|STATISTIC | AUB | OPP 
SCORING 


474 259 

Points Per Game 33.9 18.5 
FIRST DOWNS 312 233 
Rushing 161 100 
Passing 126 n 
Penalty 25 22 


RUSHING YARDAGE 3056 1918 
Yards gained rushing 3406 2269 


Yards lost rushing 350 351 
Rushing Attempts 642 529 
Average Per Rush 4.8 3.6 
Average Per Game 218.3 137.0 
TDs Rushing 34 a] 
PASSING YARDAGE 3267 2553 
Comp-Att-Int 255-382-6 232-428-6 
Average Per Pass 8.6 6.0 
Average Per Catch 12.8 11,0 
Average Per Game 233.4 182.4 
TDs Passing 21 16 
TOTAL OFFENSE 6323 447) 
Total Plays 1024 957 
Average Per Play 6.2 47 


Average Per Game 451.6 319.4 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS_ 27-627. ~—- 25-680 


KICK RETURN AVG, 23,2 27.2 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 8.5 14 
INTRETURN AVG. 13.7 8,7 
FUMBLES-LOST 21-14 24-13 
PENALTIES-YARDS 63-537 84-679 
Average Per Game 38.4 48.5 
PUNTS-YARDS 57-2250 89-3755 
Average Per Punt 39.5 42.2 
Net punt average 35.6 38.6 


TIME OF POSS,/GAME 31:22 28:38 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 95/209 — 73/222 


3rd-Down Pct. 45% 33% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 75 14/30 
4th-Down Pct. 47% 47% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 37-236 36-224 
MISC. YARDS 34 
TDS SCORED 58 3 
FG-ATTEMPTS 23-31 14-20 
ATTENDANCE 605120 410192 
Games/Avg PerGame 7/86446 5/82038 
Neutral Site Games 2/73822 
AUBURN N19 122 141 92 0 474 
Opponent 33 81 48 97 0 259 


™5-YEAR RECORD 
45-22 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB Jarrett Stidham® (6-3, 214, Jr.) 
Malik Willis (6-1, 202, So.) 

RB Kam Martin (5-10, 182, Jr.) 
Malik Miller (5-1), 225, So.) 

LT Prince Tega Wanogho* (6-7, 301, Jr.) 
Bailey Sharp (6-5, 300, Jr) 

LG Marquel Harrell* (6-5, $08, Jr.) 
Brodarious Hamm (6-5, 344, Fr) 

C Kaleb Kim (6-4, 293, Jr) 
Tucker Brown (6-3, 288, Sr.) 

RG MikeHorton’* (6-4, 318, Jr.) 
Tashawn Manning (6-3, 320, Fr.) 

RT Calvin Ashley (6-6, 350, Fr.) 
Austin Troxell (6-6, 292, Fr.) 

TE Jalen Harris (6-4, 252, Sr) 
Sal Cannella (6-5, 228, Jr.) 

WR Nate Craig-Myers* (6-2, 215, Jr) 
Marquis McClain (6-2, 226, So.) 

WR Ryan Davis* (5-9, 175, Sr.) 
Eli Stove® (6-0, 183. Jr.) 

WR_ Darius Slayton’* (6-2, |90, Jr) 
Pace Ozmint (6-1, 18], So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE T.D. Moultry (6-2, 240, So.) 
Big Kat Bryant (6-5, 224, So.) 

DT Derrick Brown’ (6-5, 316, Jr.) 
Andrew Williams (6-4, 286, Sr.) 

NT Dontavius Russell* (6-5, 510, Sr.) 
Tyrone Truesdell (6-2, 338, So.) 

DE Marlon Davidson’ (6-3, 282, Jr) 
Nick Coe (6-5. 270, So.) 

OLB Darrell Williams* (6-2, 244, Sr) 
Chandler Wooten (6-2, 237, So.) 

MLB Deshaun Davis* (5-1), 246, Sr.) 
K.J. Britt (6-0, 239, So.) 

OLB Montavious Atkinson’ (6-1), 218, Sr.) 
Jordyn Peters (6-|, 185, So.) 

CB  Javaris Davis* (5-10, 186, Jr) 
Noah Igbinoghene (5-|/, 186, So.) 

CB Jamel Dean* (6-2, 215, Jr) 
John Broussard Jr. (5-11, 172, Jr.) 

FS Jeremiah Dinson’* (6-0, 186, Jr.) 
Jamien Sherwood (6-2, 200, Fr.) 

SS__ Daniel Thomas (5-11, 205, Jr) 
Smoke Monday (6-2. |80, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K 
P 


Anders Carlson (6-5, 200, Fr.) 
Aidan Marshall* (5-1], 165, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Ed Orgeron 
Third year (15-6) 
CAREER RECORD: 31-33 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Steve Ensminger (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Dave Aranda (third year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Tiger Stadium (102,321) 
TICKETS: 800-960-8587 

SITE: Baton Rouge, La. 

WEBSITE: Isusports.net 
TWITTER: @LSUfootball 


2018 SCHEDULE 
S.2_ Miami (Fla.)* 

S.8 Southeastern Louisiana 
S.15 @AUBURN 

§.22 Louisiana Tech 
S.29 Ole Miss 

0.6 @FLORIDA 

0.13 Georgia 

0.20 Mississippi State 
N.3 Alabama 

N.10 @ARKANSAS 

N17 Rice 

N.24 @TEXAS A&M 


“Arlington, TX 


2017 RESULTS 9-4 


DATE | OPPONENT 


S.2 BYU* 27-0 
$.9 Chattanooga 45-10 
S16 @MISSISSIPPISTATE 7-37 
S.23 Syracuse 35-26 
$.30 Troy 21-24 
0.7 @FLORIDA 17-16 
0.14 Auburn 27-23 
0.21 @OLE MISS 40-24 
N.4. @ALABAMA 10-24 
N11 Arkansas 33-10 
N18 @TENNESSEE 30-10 
N.25 Texas A&M 45-21 
J. Notre Dame** 17-21 


“New Orleans, LA 
**Citrus Bowl 


a 
» LSU 


TISeRS 


CB Greedy Williams 


ecause there is never a deficit of 
talent in Baton Rouge, it would 
be unwise to look at the 12 key 
contributors from last year who 
are no longer on campus and factor in a 
particularly tough schedule and predict 
misfortune and disappointment for the Tigers. 
But the reality of the situation is that LSU 
has some big holes, must find a way to inject 
some life into its offense—hello, new offensive 
coordinator Steve Ensminger—and replace 
key contributors at important positions. It 
may be that the Tigers will be a better team 
than last year’s 9-4 outfit that lost to Notre 
Dame in the Citrus Bowl but not have an 
appreciably better record. In fact, 
the Tigers could finish with fewer 
wins. 
Coach Ed Orgeron’s team 
has lots of talent, but much 
of it is young. An early spin 
around the depth chart reveals 
only four senior starters, and 
the vast majority of backups are 
underclassmen, too. It’s top-quality stuff, 
but it’s young. It’s up to Orgeron and his staff 
to prepare the youngsters quickly, because 
LSU opens up with Miami (Fla.), which is 
almost certain to be a preseason top-10 team. 
In addition to the difficult SEC West, LSU also 
faces Georgia and Florida in crossover games. 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
CB Greedy Williams 


In the movie “Wall Street,” Gordon 
Gecko said, “Greed is good.” In Baton 
Rouge, Greedy Williams is even better. The 
sophomore from Shreveport, La., picked 
off six passes and broke up another 11 last 
season. He has great size at 6-2 and 182 
pounds and the ability to hang with just 
about any enemy target. 


When the Miami game was booked, 
it was hard to predict such a rough 
league slate, but adding the 
Hurricanes to the mix makes 
the season look extremely 
challenging. 

Even if the Tigers had a soft 
schedule, there would still be 
major concerns at quarterback and 

running back. Last year, Danny Etling wasn’t 
exactly overwhelming, but looking at the 
lack of experience under center this season, 
another year with him taking snaps wouldn’t 
be so bad, especially if the new starter only 
throws two picks all year, as Etling did in 2017. 
Ensminger promises a no-huddle attack with 


WILLIAMS: GERALD HERBERT / AP 


WHITE: BRYNN ANDERSON / AP 


plenty of three- and four-receiver sets, but he has to 
find someone capable of triggering it. 

Last year, sophomore Myles Brennan, whose 
family has owned the famous Brennan’s Restaurant 
in New Orleans since 1946, saw action in six games 
and completed 58.3 percent of his 24 passes, hardly a 
sample size that can provide a true indication of what 
he could do full time. Many believe he is the incumbent, 
although redshirt freshman Lowell Narcisse, who has 
tremendous athletic ability and a big arm, could wrest 
the job away. Brennan is a pocket type, while Narcisse’s 
skill set is better suited for Ensminger’s attack. 

Last season, the combination of running backs 
Derrius Guice and Darrel Williams produced 2,071 
yards and 20 touchdowns. Both are gone, leaving Nick 
Brossette and Clyde Edwards-Helaire, who combined 
to carry the ball all of 28 times last year. Brossette is 
a bruiser, but both should look out for true freshman 
Chris Curry, who arrives in the summer. 

Texas Tech transfer Jonathan Giles, who caught 69 
passes and scored 13 times for the Red Raiders in 2016, 
should juice up the receiving corps. Derrick Dillon and 
Stephen Sullivan were solid last year, but sophomore 
Justin Jefferson and true freshman Terrace Marshall Jr. 
are talents who will challenge for playing time. Tight 
end Foster Moreau is a solid target. 

The offensive line is strong in the middle, particularly 
senior guard Garrett Brumfield, but the Tigers need to 
find a new center (Lloyd Cushenberry III is the main 
candidate) and a right tackle (Austin Deculus). 

Both ends are gone on defense, most notably Arden 
Key, and nose man Greg Gilmore has also moved on. 
Glen Logan and Rashard Lawrence must step up, and 
another Texas Tech transfer, Breiden Fehoko, will get a 
chance at end, too. He looked good in practices during 
his transfer hiatus. Inside linebacker Devin White is 
a standout, while outside man K’Lavon Chaisson has 
plenty of potential. 

Sophomore corner Greedy Williams, who picked off 
six passes last year, leads the secondary, which is strong 
at safety thanks to the return of senior John Battle and 
sophomore Grant Delpit. 

Neither sophomore Connor Culp nor junior Jack 
Gonsoulin distinguished himself at kicker last year, 
although Culp has the stronger leg. Sophomore Zach 
Von Rosenberg is a strong punter. 


2atS"SPORTS, 
RECRUITING REPORT 


‘ TOP SIGNEES iARRATRG 
‘1 Terrace Marshall Jr, S © 


The vaunted 
wide receiver 


tradition at LSU 2 Kelvin Joseph, - 4© 
is in good hands 3 Ja’Marr Chase, 9 4» 
with this 2018 


class. Terrace Marshall Jr. and Ja’Marr Chase make 
up arguably the best one-two wideout punch in this 
recruiting cycle. The other typically loaded positions 
at LSU also got restocked: Local product Kelvin 
Joseph comes in ready to compete for a starting job 
in the secondary, freakish Dare Rosenthal (6-7, 331 
pounds) brings rare physical traits and Dallas outside 
linebacker Jarell Cherry offers length and athleticism. 
Also, keep an eye on juco guard Damien Lewis to 
contribute very early on the offensive line. 


‘RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


~ PASSING _ ————— 
Myles Brennan 
GP__Effic. Cmp-Att-Int_ Pet. Yds. 1D Avg/G 


6 NON | 14-24-2583) 182 | 1) 303 


“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
NickBrossette =» «B19 96 5.10 TA 


“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. 1D Avg/6. 


Foster Moreau Bim 28 | Nb) 3) 24 
“TACKLES _ GP Solo Assist Total 
Devin White Bly % | «BS 
SSACKS GP No.__Yards 
Devin White B| 45 30 


LB Devin White 


2017 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC | LSU | OPP _| 


SCORING 354 246 
Points Per Game 27.2 18,9 
FIRST DOWNS 260 21 
Rushing 136 83 
Passing 108 109 
Penalty 16 19 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2699 1669 
Yards gained rushing 2973 1974 
Yards lost rushing 274 305 
Rushing Attempts 563 433 
Average Per Rush 48 3.9 
Average Per Game 207.6 128.4 
TDs Rushing 25 16 
PASSING YARDAGE 2645 
Comp-Att-Int 179-300-4 202-378-12 
Average Per Pass 8.8 m 
Average Per Catch 14.8 121 
Average Per Game 203.5 187.6 
TDs Passing 7 Nl 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5344 4108 
Total Plays 863 811 
Average Per Play 6.2 51 
Average Per Game 4 316.0 


KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 21-385 38-760 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 19-19] N1-69 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 12-54 4-16 


KICK RETURN AVG. 18.3 20.0 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 10.1 6.3 
INT RETURN AVG, 45 4.0 
FUMBLES-LOST 10-4 14-6 
PENALTIES-YARDS 75-658 64-465 
Average Per Game 50.6 35.8 
PUNTS-YARDS 59-2375 73-3294 
Average Per Punt 40.3 451 
Net punt average 38,7 42.2 
TIME OF POSS, /GAME 32:35. 27:25 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 72/173 63/178 
3rd-Down Pct. 42% 35% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 4/10 8/21 
4th-Down Pct. 40% 38% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 39-217 30-170 
MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TOS SCORED 44 27 
FG-ATTEMPTS, 16-27 18-21 
ATTENDANCE 591034 411619 


Games/Avg PerGame 6/98506 5/82324 
Neutral Site Games 2/5576 


LSU 61 86 118 89 0 354 
Opponent 40 66 86 54 0 246 


"| 
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10-3 8-5 9-3 8-4 
2016 


4-19 


5-YEAR RECORD 


PRS | 


2017 


0 rs 


CT: Conference Title » BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


2018 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


GB 


LT 


LG 


WR 


Myles Brennan (6-4, 193, So.) 
Lowell Narcisse (6-2, 231, Fr.) 
Nick Brossette (6-0, 218, Sr.) 
Clyde Edwards-Helaire (5-8, 208, So.) 
Saahdig Charles* (6-5, 321, So.) 
Jakori Savage (6-5, 317, So.) 
Garrett Brumfield* (6-3, 299, Sr.) 
Damien Lewis (6-3, 326, Jr.) 
Lloyd Cushenberry Ill (6-4, 316, So.) 
Cole Smith (6-4, 275, Fr) 

Ed Ingram* (6-4, 314, So.) 
Damien Lewis (6-3, 326, Jr.) 
Austin Deculus (6-6, 324, So.) 
Adrian Magee (6-5, 323, Jr.) 
Foster Moreau’ (6-6, 255, Sr) 
Thaddeus Moss (6-3, 247, So.) 
Stephen Sullivan’ (6-6, 235, Jr.) 
Drake Davis (6-4, 218, Jr.) 

Justin Jefferson (6-2, 185, So.) 
Derrick Dillon (5-1), 178, Jr) 
Jonathan Giles (6-0, 193, Jr) 
Racey McMath (6-3, 215, So.) 


DEFENSE 


DE 


Breiden Fehoko (6-3, 298, Jr.) 
Neil Farrell Jr. (6-4, 287, So.) 

Ed Alexander (6-3, 339, Jr.) 
Tyler Shelvin (6-3, 378, Fr.) 
Rashard Lawrence* (6-3, 300, Jr.) 
Glen Logan (6-4, 3)5, So.) 
K’Lavon Chaisson (6-4, 240, So.) 
Travez Moore (6-4, 250, Jr.) 
Devin White* (6-), 240, Jr) 
Patrick Queen (6-1, 220, So.) 
Jacob Phillips (6-3, 237, So.) 
Tyler Taylor (6-2, 238, So,) 
Michael Divinity Jr. (6-2, 239, Jr) 
Ray Thornton (6-3, 228, So.) 
Greedy Williams* (6-2, 182, So.) 
Mannie Netherly (6-3, 194, So.) 
Jontre Kirklin (6-0, 173, So.) 
Kary Vincent Jr. (5-10, 182, So.) 
Grant Delpit* (6-3, 20], So.) 
JaCoby Stevens (6-2, 216, So.) 
John Battle* (6-3, 201, Sr.) 

Eric Monroe (6-0, 197, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K 
Pp 


Jack Gonsoulin® (5-9, 165, Jr) 
Zach Von Rosenberg’ (6-5, 250, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Joe Moorhead 
First year 
CAREER RECORD: 38-13 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Luke Getsy (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Bob Shoop (first year) 


STADIUM: Davis Wade Stadium 
(61,337) 

TICKETS: 888-GO-DAWGS 
SITE: Starkville, Miss. 
WEBSITE: hailstate.com 
TWITTER: @HailStateFB 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1 Stephen F. Austin 
S.8 @KANSAS STATE 
S15 Louisiana 

$.22 @KENTUCKY 
$.29 Florida 

0.6 Auburn 

0.20 @LSU 

0.27 Texas A&M 

N.3 Louisiana Tech 
N.10 @ALABAMA 
Nj7 Arkansas 
N.22, @OLE MISS 


»2017 RESULTS 9-4 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 


S.2 Charleston Southern 49-0 
S.9, @LOUISIANA TECH 57-21 


$16 LSU 37-7 
$.23 @GEORGIA 3-31 
$.30 @AUBURN 10-49 
0.14 BYU 35-10 
0.21 Kentucky 45-7 
0.28 @TEXAS A&M 35-14 
N.4_ Massachusetts 34-23 
Nal Alabama 24-31 
N18 @ARKANSAS 28-21 
, N23 Ole Miss 28-3) 
D.30 Louisville" 31-27 
*TaxSlayer Bowl 
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MISSISSIPPI STATE 


BULLDOGS 


WSS, 


7 \. 


QB Nick Fitzgerald 


here were those in the 
| Pennsylvania media who 

said Penn State’s biggest loss 
after the 2017 season wasn’t all-world 
running back Saquon Barkley, but former 
offensive coordinator Joe Moorhead, now Mississippi State’s 
head coach. During his 26 games in Happy Valley, the Nittany 
Lions scored at least 30 points 21 times. Last year, Penn State 
averaged 41.1 points and 460.3 yards per game en route to an 11-2 
record. Bulldog fans are no doubt expecting similar results from 
Moorhead’s attack this season and for good reason. 

“I sometimes refer to our offense as the Chipotle offense,” 
Moorhead told one reporter. “There’s not a ton of ingredients but 
there’s a ton of mixing and matching going on. You have a few 
things you can hang your hat on and through different tags and 
RPO aspects, you can change the presentation and make it look 
like you are doing more than you actually are.” 

The main ingredient in this year’s attack will be senior QB Nick 
Fitzgerald, now healed from a grotesque ankle injury suffered 
in the Egg Bowl loss to Ole Miss. Fitzgerald is a mobile weapon 
who ran for 14 TDs last year but struggled with accuracy and 
interceptions when throwing. 

He’ll benefit from senior running back Aeris Williams (1,107 
yards, 6 TDs, 4.7 yards per carry) but must hope the receiving 
corps gets immediate help from junior-college transfer Stephen 
Guidry and freshmen Malik Heath and Devonta Jason. The 
offensive line returns four starters, most notably seniors Elgton 
Jenkins at center and Deion Calhoun at guard. 

New defensive coordinator Bob Shoop will convert the 
Bulldogs from a 3-4 to a 4-3 (and 4-2-5 at times) after a shaky year 
guiding the Tennessee defense. Up front, he’ll turn Montez Sweat 
(10.5 sacks) loose at one end position and count on junior Jeffery 
Simmons, a 2017 first-team All-SEC choice, to stop things up in 
the middle. Safety Mark McLaurin led the Bulldogs in tackles last 
year and picked off six passes. Mississippi State must find a new 
cornerback, but there is plenty of talent and experience on the 
rest of the defense. Look out for sophomore linebacker Erroll 
Thompson, who should spend plenty of time behind enemy lines. 


SMITH'S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


-YEAR RECORD 


»} PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Nick Fitzgerald® (6-5, 230, Sr.) 
Aeris Willlams® (6-1, 220, Sr) 
Greg Elland (6-8, 330, So.) 
Darryl! Williams® (6-2. 305, Jr.) 
Elgton Jenkins* (6-4, 315, Sr.) 
Deion Calhoun’ (6-3, 520, Sr.) 
Stewart Reese’ (6-5, 345, So.) 
Farrod Green’ (6-3, 240, Jr.) 
Stephen Guldry (6-4, 190, Jr.) 
Keith Mixon’ (5-8, 185, Jr.) 
Reggie Todd’ (6-4, 200, So) 


DEFENSE 

DE Montez Sweat’ (6-6, 245, Sr.) 
OT Jeffery Simmons* (6-4, 300, Jr) 
DT Cory Thomas (6-5. 310, Sr.) 

DE Gerri Green* (6-4, 255, Sr) 
OLB Willie Gay Jr. (6-2, 235, So.) 
MLB Erroll Thompson (6-1, 250, So.) 
OLB Leo Lewis* (6-2, 240, Jr) 

CB Chris Rayford® (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
CB Jamal Peters (6-2, 220, Sr) 

FS Brandon Bryant® (6-0, 215, Sr) 
SS Mark McLaurin® (6-2, 215, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
= Jace Christmann’ (6-0, 195, So.) 
P Kody Schexnayder (5-10, 195, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


$sead88°5588 


Say srorTs= 
WRECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES TATE 
1 Devonta Jason, \it 4 
2 Malik Heath, Wh 4% 

3 Kwatrivous Johnson, OT 4* 


New coach Joe Moorhead 
is a fan of the vertical passing 
game and he’s bringing in 
the receivers to win plenty of 
downfield jump balls in his first 
recruiting class. 

Devonta Jason (6-3), Malik 
Heath (6-3) and juco product 
Stephen Guidry (6-4) are 
dangerous vertical threats. 
Fabien Lovett is a beast on the 
defensive line and 6-7 offensive 
tackle Kwatrivous Johnson 
brings serious upside on the 
offensive side of the ball. 


FITZGERALD: ROGELIO V. SOLIS / AP 


WILLIAMS: DANNY MOLOSHOK / AP 
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* BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


OFFENSE 

QB Nick Starkel (6-3, 218, So.) 

RB Trayveon Willlams* (5-9, 200, Jr.) 
LT Koda Martin® (6-6, 310, Sr.) 

LG RyanMcCollum* (6-5, 295, So.) 
Cc — ErikMcCoy* (6-4, 315, Jr.) 

RG Connor Lanfear* (6-6, 320, Sr.) 
RT Keaton Sutherland® (6-5, 315, Sr.) 
TE Jace Sternberger (6-4, 250. Jr.) 
WR Jhamon Ausbon’ (6-2, 220, So.) 
WR Roshauud Paul (6-0, 180, So.) 
WR Caleb Chapman (6-5, 210. Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Landis Durham’ (6-3, 255, Sr.) 
DT Kingsley Keke* (6-4, 305, Sr) 
DT Justin Madubuike (6-3, 300, So.) 
DE Micheal Clemons (6-5, 265, Jr.) 
LB Otaro Alaka* (6-3, 240, Sr.) 

LB Tyrel Dodson’ (6-2, 242, Jr.) 

LB Buddy Johnson’ (6-2. 225 So.) 
CB  Debione Renfro* (6-2, 193, So.) 
CB Clifford Chattman (6-5, 195, So.) 
FS Donovan Wilson (6-1, 207, Sr.) 
SS __ Derrick Tucker* (6-), 200, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Daniel LaCamera® (6-4, 230, Sr.) 
P Braden Mann (5-1i, 190, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 


Street 2 Smith’s All-American 
Za sPorTs. 
RECRUITING REPORT 
“TOP SIGNEES waRen 


1 Leon O'Neal Jr., S 4% 
2 Jalen Preston, WR 4% 
3 Colten Blanton, OT 4% 


In his first class at the helm 
in College Station, new coach 
Jimbo Fisher needed a big finish 
to pull in a top-20 class. 

Top 100 safety Leon O'Neal 
Jr. was part of that finish. So 
was flipping four-star defensive 
linemen Bobby Brown and 
Vernon Jackson away from their 
Alabama commitments, landing 

_ the best QB left on the board 
in January, James Foster, and 
beating a host of Pac-12 teams 
for California defensive end 
* Jeremiah Martin. 


TEXAS A&M 


AGGIES. 


amen 
Lace 


RB Trayveon Williams q 


sort of bold prediction about this year’s Aggie team. Few 

coaches are particularly fond of forecasting their teams’ 
relative successes each season, but as he takes over in College 
Station, Fisher has even less impetus to play prognosticator. 

“Each team is different,” he says. “Each team has a one-year 
life expectancy.” 

This year’s Texas A&M outfit is hoping it lives an entire season, 
unlike previous Aggie editions, which often looked great for six 
or seven games before deteriorating. A similar fate befell the 2017 
unit, Kevin Sumlin’s last while head coach. After starting 5-2, A&M 
closed 2-4, repeating an unsavory refrain that necessitated the 
hiring of Fisher away from Florida State. 

His charge is to match the school’s outstanding commitment 
to its football program with a result commensurate with that 
dedication. He’ll do that by instilling a culture that promotes 
consistent achievement, constant effort and a desire to imbue the 
mundane with purpose and urgency. Should the Aggie players 
adopt those traits, the school’s frothing fanbase might just have 
something to celebrate in a season or two. 

This year, A&M should be far less prone to collapses than its 
predecessors. There is talent on the roster, and Fisher’s first 
recruiting class was outstanding and should definitely provide 
depth and could produce a starter or two. His biggest question 
is at quarterback, where Nick Starkel and Kellen Mond return. 
Neither was dazzling last year, but Starkel should get the edge due 
to his mobility. 

Junior running back Trayveon Williams (798 yards, 8 TDs, 

4.6 yards per carry) is a solid first option in the backfield, while 
sophomore wide receiver Jnamon Ausbon (50 catches, 3 TDs, 
11.4 yards per catch) has plenty of potential on the outside. A&M 
will depend on a collection of youngsters at receiver, and Fisher 
hopes junior-college tight end Jace Sternberger can contribute 
right away. The line is experienced but surrendered 29.0 sacks 
last year. 

Expect the Aggie front seven to be stout, particularly since new 
defensive coordinator Mike Elko (arriving from Notre Dame) has 
a great track record. Junior linebacker Tyrel Dodson and senior 
end Landis Durham should be especially effective. The secondary 
could be very good if corner Clifford Chattman and safety 
Donovan Wilson return to form after missing 2017. 


D on’t try to get new coach Jimbo Fisher to make some 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 
Jimbo Fisher 
First year 

CAREER RECORD: 83-23 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Darrell Dickey (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Elko (first year) 


STADIUM: Kyle Field (102,733) 
TICKETS: 888-99-AGGIE 
SITE: College Station, Texas 
WEBSITE: 12thman.com 


* TWITTER: @AggieFootball 


+2018 SCHEDULE 

A.30 Northwestern State 

S.8 Clemson 

$15 Louisiana-Monroe 

S.22 @ALABAMA 

$.29 Arkansas* 

0.6 Kentucky 

0.13 @SOUTH CAROLINA 

0.27 @MISSISSIPPI STATE 

N.3 @AUBURN 
N10 Ole Miss 
N17 UAB 
N.24 LSU 


“Arlington, TX 


»2017 RESULTS 7-6 
S$.3 @UCLA 44-45 
S.9 Nicholls 24-14 
S.16 Louisiana 45-21 
$.23 Arkansas* (OT) 50-43 
$.30 South Carolina 24-17 
0.7 Alabama 19-27 
0.14 @FLORIDA 19-17 
0.28 Mississippi State 14-35 
N.4 Auburn 27-42 
N.11_ New Mexico 55-14 
N.18 @OLE MISS 31-24 
N.25 @LSU 21-45 
D.29_ Wake Forest** 52-55 


“Arlington, TX 
"Belk Bowl 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Matt Luke 
Second year (6-6) 
CAREER RECORD: 6-6 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Phil Longo (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Wesley McGriff (second year) 
Jason Jones (sixth year) 
TEAMINFO 

STADIUM: Vaught-Hemingway 
Stadium (64,038) 

TICKETS: 888-732-8587 

SITE: Oxford, Miss. 

WEBSITE: olemisssports.com 
TWITTER: @OleMissFB 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
S| Texas Tech* 

S.8 Southern Illinois 
S15 Alabama 

§,22 Kent State 

$.29 @LSU 

0.6 Louisiana-Monroe 
0.13 @ARKANSAS** 
0.20 Auburn t 
N.3) South Carolina 
N10 @TEXAS A&M 
N.17 @VANDERBILT 
N.22. Mississippi State 


“Houston, TX; ** Little Rock, AR 


»2017 RESULTS 6-6 
§.2 South Alabama 47-27 
$9 UT Martin 45-23 
S16 @CALIFORNIA 16-27 
S.30 @ALABAMA 3-66 
0.7 @AUBURN 23-44 
0.14 Vanderbilt 57-35 
0.21 LSU 24-40 
* 0.28 Arkansas 37-38 
N.4 @KENTUCKY 37-34 
N11 Louisiana 50-22 
N.18 Texas A&M 24-3) 


N.23. @MISSISSIPPISTATE 31-28 
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OLE MISS 


REBELS 


the NCAA has finally passed judgment on the Ole Miss 
program, even if that means scholarship limitations and a 
2018 bowl ban. 

“There is no more fear of the unknown out there,” Luke says. 
“Everybody knows what’s going on. This is a chance to build on 
the momentum of the Egg Bowl (win over Mississippi State) and 
the end of the season.” 

The Rebels closed 2017 winning three of their last four games, 
and that was enough to earn Luke a promotion from interim 
head coach to full-time boss man. A second-generation Ole Miss 
player and grad, Luke must convince players that working and 
competing for 12 regular-season games is enough—no bowls. Luke 
is convinced he can do that. 

He’s also confident second-year defensive coordinator Wesley 
McGriff will improve a unit that finished 115th in the FBS last year 
in yards allowed and permitted opposing backs to gain 5.4 yards 
per carry. 

The Rebels imported a pair of junior-college tackles—Noah 
Jefferson and Hal Northern-to fortify the interior of their line. 
Luke hopes Qaadir Sheppard and Victor Evans can return from 
injuries to help at the ends, where Ole Miss lost its 2017 starters. 
Junior nose man Benito Jones finished last season strong, and 
Luke says junior tackle Josiah Coatney “was our most consistent 
defensive lineman last year.” 

The linebacking corps suffered big losses, though, so it’s up 
to junior Brenden Williams and sophomore Donta Evans to step 
up. In the secondary, all four starters return, most notably strong 
safety Zedrick Woods. 

Last year, senior Jordan Ta’amu started the last five games at 
quarterback and showed accuracy (66.5 percent) and the ability 
to run well. Luke wants him to show the same leadership he did 
in those starts and become more consistent. He has a stocked 
receiving corps headlined by junior A.J. Brown (75 receptions, 

11 TDs) and will work behind an offensive line that returns three 
starters. Junior-college running back Scottie Phillips, ranked 
No. 1 in the nation at the position by most scouting services, will 
look for work in a backfield that also includes Eric Swinney and 
D’Vaughn Pennamon. 

Both specialists must be replaced, including placekicker Gary 
Wunderlich, the Rebels’ all-time leading scorer. 


i s far as coach Matt Luke is concerned, it’s a good thing 
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» PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
@B Jordan Ta’amu’ (6-2, 212, Sr.) 
RB Eric Swinney (5-9, 214, Jr.) 

LT Greg Little* (6-6, 325, Jr.) 

LG Javon Patterson’ (6-3, 314, Sr) 
¢€ Sean Rawlings* (6-5, 294, Sr) 
RG Jordan Sims (6-4, 330, Sr) 

RT Royce Newman (6-5, 301, So) 
TE Dawson Knox* (6-4, 250, Jr) 
WR DeMarkus Lodge’ (6-2, 199, Sr.) 
WR A.J.Brown’ (6-), 225, Jr) 

WR D.K. Metcalf* (6-4, 225, So.) 


DEFENSE 


DE Gaadir Sheppard (6-3, 249, Jr) 
DT Josiah Coatney* (6-4, 302, Jr) 
DT Benito Jones* (6-2, 315, Jr) 
DE Markel Winters (6-3, 252, Sr.) 
OLB Willie Hibbler (6-3, 227, Jr) 
MLB Donta Evans (6-1, 236, So.) 
OLB Brenden Williams (6-3, 227, Jr) 
CB Ken Webster* (5-1), 194, Sr.) 
CB Myles Hartsfield* (5-1), 199, Jr) 
FS Jaylon Jones* (5-1), 186, Jr.) 
SS Zedrick Woods* (5-1), 20), Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Luke Logan (5-11, 185, So.) 
P = Mac Brown (6-3, 196, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Say sronr. 
NWRECRUITING REPORT 
VTOP SIGNEES Per 
1 Matt Corral, 99 4% 

2 Elijah Moore, Wi 4% 

3 Miles Battle, Wh 4% 


Given all the obstacles that 
Ole Miss has faced on the 
recruiting trail in the last year, 
it's remarkable that coach 
Matt Luke was able to land a 
quarterback as talented as Matt 
Corral. The California native has 
the strongest arm in the 2018 
class and his top two future 
targets, four-star wide receivers 
Elijah Moore and Miles Battle, 
are two very different but very 
talented pass-catchers. 

Junior-college defensive 
linemen Hal Northern and 
Noah Jefferson should make an 
immediate impact. 


TA’AMU: DAVID STEPHENSON / AP 


CANTRELL: MICHAEL WOODS / AP 
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QB Cole Kelley (6-7, 263, So.) 

RB Devwah Whaley’ (5-11, 215, Jr.) 
LT Colton Jackson’ (6-5, 299, Jr.) 
LG Hjalte Froholdt* (6-5, 315, Sr.) 
C Dylan Hays (6-3, 299, So.) 

RG Johnny Gibson Jr.* (6-4, 345, Sr.) 
RT Brian Wallace’ (6-6, 323, Sr.) 
TE Austin Cantrell* (6-3, 253, Jr) 
WR Jonathan Nance* (6-0, 166, Sr.) 
WR Deon Stewart* (5-1), 158, Jr.) 
WR Jordan Jones (6-1, 173, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE McTelvin Agim* (6-3, 280, Jr.) 
DT Austin Capps (6-4, 301, Jr.) 
DT Briston Guldry (6-2, 304, So.) 
DE Dorian Gerald (6-3, 260, Jr.) 
OLB Randy Ramsey® (6-4, 227, Sr.) 
MLB De'Jon Harris* (6-0, 239, Jr.) 
OLB Dre Greenlaw’* (6-0, 226, Sr.) 
CB KamrenCurl* (6-2, 188, So.) 
CB Britto Tutt (6-1, 17), Jr.) 

FS Reld Miller (5-9, 202, Sr.) 

SS Santos Ramirez (6-2, 195, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
MK = Connor Limpert* (6-1, 170, Jr.) 
P Blake Johnson’ (6-0, 169, Jr.) 


‘Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2a srorrs, 
SRECRUITING REPORT 
“TOP SIGNEES itn 
1 Bumper Pool, LS 4% 

2 Connor Noland, 28 4% 
3 Billy Ferrell, OY 3*& 


As one of the late hires 
of the offseason, new coach 
Chad Morris had a tough task 
at Arkansas and subsequently 
pulled in the lowest-ranked class 
in the SEC. 

. There's still plenty to be 

excited about, though, with 
a talented passer in Connor 
Noland staying in the state 
along with one of the most 
unique defensive tackles in the 
Southeast in Billy Ferrell. 

Arkansas also did well in the 


, junior-college ranks, snagging 


defensive lineman Dorian Gerald 
and running back Rakeem Boyd. 


TE Austin Cantrell 


promote its 2018 Razorbacks, it could definitely go with, “And, 

now, for something completely different.” 

After five years of Bret Bielema’s ground-based power attack, 
the Hogs will be making a dramatic switch under first-year head 
coach Chad Morris, who developed a reputation as offensive 
coordinator at Clemson and head coach at SMU for fast-paced, 
high-scoring outfits. ; 

“We're going to be explosive and fast,” Morris says. “We’re 
going to go from 62 plays a game to about 82 to 86 plays. It’s going 
to be fun.” 

Arkansas slid to 4-8 last year, a performance that earned 
Bielema a trip out of Fayetteville. No matter how good Morris’ 
system is, though, he still needs the players to run it, and there 
are some gaps in the offensive unit that need to be addressed. 
The first is at quarterback, where neither departed Austin Allen 
nor sophomore Cole Kelley was particularly impressive last 
year. Morris says it will likely be August before he chooses a 
passer, so expect a battle between Kelley (1,038 yards, 8 TDs, 4 
interceptions, 57.6 percent), junior Ty Storey, redshirt freshman 
Daulton Hyatt and true freshmen Connor Noland and John 
Stephen Jones. Hyatt can run and throw, while Noland was an 
ESPN Top 300 selection. 

The Hogs have strength at tight end, an important position in 
Morris’ offense, with junior Austin Cantrell and senior Jeremy 
Patton, but are a little light at receiver, where Jonathan Nance 
(37 receptions) and Deon Stewart return. Expect the ground 
game to be stout, thanks to the returns of junior Devwah Whaley 
(559 yards), sophomore Chase Hayden (326) and quick redshirt 
freshman Maleek Barkley, who impressed during spring drills. 
They'll run behind a seasoned line led by seniors Hjalte Froholdt 
at guard and Brian Wallace at tackle. 

The defense will switch to a 4-3 and rely immediately on end 
Dorian Gerald, a highly regarded junior-college newcomer; 
middle linebacker De’Jon Harris, last year’s top tackler; weakside 
linebacker Dre Greenlaw and safety Santos Ramirez. But the unit 
must improve from last year when it allowed 5.0 yards per carry 
and forced only 17 turnovers. 


| f Arkansas’ marketing department is looking for a slogan to 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 


ARKANSAS 


RAZORBACKS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Chad Morris 


First year 
CAREER RECORD: 14-22 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Joe Craddock (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
John Chavis (first year) 


STADIUM: Donald W. Reynolds 
Razorback Stadium (80,800) and 
War Memorial Stadium (54,120) 
TICKETS: 800-982-4647 

SITE: Fayetteville, Ark. 

WEBSITE: arkansasrazorbacks.com 
TWITTER: @RazorbackFB 


+2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1 Eastern Illinois 

S.8 @COLORADO STATE 
S.15 North Texas 

§.22 @AUBURN ’ 
$.29 Texas A&M* 

0.6 Alabama 

0.13 Ole Miss** 

0.20 Tulsa 

0.27 Vanderbilt 

N10 LSU 

N.17_ @MISSISSIPPI STATE 
N.24. @MISSOURI 


‘Arlington, TX; **Little Rock, AR 


»2017 RESULTS 4-8 


A.31_ Florida A&M" 49-7 
$9 TCU 7-28 
S23 Texas A&M"* 43-50 


S.30 New Mexico State 42-24 
0.7 @SOUTHCAROLINA 22-48 


0.14 @ALABAMA 9-41 
0.21 Auburn 20-52 
0.28 @OLE MISS 38-37 
N.4 Coastal Carolina 39-38 
N11 @LSU 10-33 
N18 Mississippi State 4 21-28 
N.24 Missouri 45-48 


*Little Rock, AR; **Arlington, TX (OT) 
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SUN BELT CONFERENCE 
OVERVIEW 


> NN 


PROJECTED 
FINISH 


EAST DIVISION 


roy 
BOWL PROJECTION: Dollar General Bowl 


Appalachian State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Camellia Bowl 


C2) 
© Georgia State 
© 


BOWL PROJECTION: Cure Bow! 


Georgia Southern 


4 © Coastal Carolina 


WEST DIVISION 
Arkansas State 


BOWL PROJECTION: New Orleans Bovdl 


Louisiana-Monroe 


BOWL PROJECTION: Arizona Bow! 


e Louisiana 
@ South Alabama 


5) Texas State 


Jalin Moore 
RB, Appalachian State 


2018 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Justice Hansen 
QB, Arkansas State 


Sun Belt downsizes but 


adds a championship game 


BY TIM BUCKLEY 
The (Lafayette, La.) Daily Advertiser 


hange is in the Sun Belt 
Conference air. Yet for all 
that’s new, some key things 
stay the same. 

Arkansas State, which has won or 


shared the Sun Belt championship five 


times in the last seven seasons, is high 
atop the contenders list yet again, as is 
Troy, which from 2006-10 either won or 
tied for the title. 

So, too, is Appalachian State, which 
has shared back-to-back conference 
crowns (including last year’s with Troy) 
and has had a winning record in each of 
its four SBC seasons. 

All three went to 2017 bowl games, 
as did Georgia State, and all three are 
expected to do the same this year. 

But change really does define a 
trimmer, tighter Sun Belt in 2018. 

Idaho and New Mexico State were 
booted, leaving a 10-team league. 

The conference is now divided into 
divisions: Appalachian State, Coastal 
Carolina, Georgia Southern, Georgia State 
and Troy in the East; Arkansas State, 
Louisiana, Louisiana-Monroe, South 


TRENDING 


STORIES TO WATCH 


Alabama and Texas State in the West. 

For the first time in its history, the Sun 
Belt will stage a football championship 
game-—pitting division winners on Dec. 1 
at the home of the team with the higher 
overall winning percentage. 

Three SBC programs-—Georgia 
Southern, Louisiana and South Alabama-— 
start the season with different head 
coaches than they had to begin 2017, and 
a fourth, Coastal Carolina, has Joe Moglia 
back following his medical leave last year. 

At Georgia Southern, Tyson Summers 
was fired after an O-6 start to just his 
second season and longtime assistant 
Chad Lunsford, Auburn’s scouting 
director from 2009-12, has had his 
interim tag removed in Statesboro. 

At Louisiana, Mark Hudspeth was 
canned after seven seasons and Billy 
Napier, a former Furman quarterback 
and ex-Nick Saban assistant at Alabama, 
left his post as Arizona State’s offensive 
coordinator for his first head-coaching job. 

At South Alabama, Joey Jones, the only 
coach the Jaguars have ever known, was 
replaced by Steve Campbell, who spent 
the last four seasons as head coach at 
FCS member Central Arkansas and who 
coached Mississippi Gulf Coast CC to the 
2007 national junior-college title. 


Winners: Troy has won 22 of its last 27 
games dating to 2015 and is among 10 


schools nationally with at least 21 wins 
during 2016-17. 


MOORE: DAN ANDERSON / AP: HANSEN: NATI HARNIK / AP 
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2018 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by John Garcia, 247Sports 


6609000000 OE: 


ALL-SUN BELT 


SCHOOL 

GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
ARKANSAS STATE 
GEORGIA STATE 
TROY 

TEXAS STATE 

SOUTH ALABAMA 
APPALACHIAN STATE 
COASTAL CAROLINA 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
LOUISIANA 


OFFENSE 


QB 
RB 
OL 


Justice Hansen, Sr., Arkansas State 
Jalin Moore, Sr., Appalachian State 
Lanard Bonner, Sr., Arkansas State 


Deontae Crumitie, Sr., Troy 
Kevin Dotson, Jr., Louisiana 
Noah Fisher, Sr., South Alabama 


Victor Johnson, Jr., Appalachian State 
Ellis Richardson, Sr., Georgia Southern 
Marcus Green, Sr., Louisiana-Monroe 


Penny Hart, Jr., Georgia State 


Jamarius Way, Sr., South Alabama 


DEFENSE 


DL 
DL 
DL 
LB 
LB 
LB 
LB 
DB 
DB 
DB 
DB 


Ronheen Bingham, Sr., Arkansas State 


Hunter Reese, Sr,, Troy 
Trevon Sanders, Sr., Troy 


Anthony Flory, Sr., Appalachian State 


Tron Folsom, Jr., Troy 
Frankie Griffin, Sr., Texas State 
Silas Kelly, So., Coastal Carolina 


Monquavion Brinson, Jr., Georgia Southern 


Blace Brown, Sr., Troy 


Clifton Duck, Jr,, Appalachian State 
Tae Hayes, Sr., Appalachian State 


SPECIALISTS 


K 
Pp 


Tyler Bass, Jr., Georgia Southern 
Corliss Waitman, Sr., South Alabama 


ON THE RISE 


AN 


new SBC title game this year? 


ON THE WANE 


Hat trick? Appalachian State’s 

Jalin Moore, one of six active FBS 
players with back-to-back 1,000-yard 
rushing seasons, is going for his third 
straight Sun Belt rushing crown. 


TEXAS STATE 


» Since winning seven games 

in 2014 under ex-coach Dennis 
Franchione, the Bobcats have won just seven 
total games the last three years combined. 


2arsronr= COMPOSITE 
kee ke tk 
TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR 3-STAR 
PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS — jj) 
22 10) 0 nN 146.64 
23 0) (0) 4 146.03 
27 0 10) 13 140.45 
18 0 (0) 10 136.65 
23 0 (0) 8 123.00 
25 0 0 9 121.00 
24 0 10) 10 120.20 
34 0 (0) 8 120.13 
23 0 0 6 116.57 
15 0 10) 4 110.27 


» HEISMAN HOPEFUL 


APPALACHIAN STATE 

» The Mountaineers were Sun Belt 
co-champs in 2016 with Arkansas 
State and 2017 with Troy. Can they win the 


Odds are stacked against any Sun 
Belt player winning. But consider: 
Georgia State wide 
receiver Penny Hart 
starts 2018 ranked 


first among active 
FBS players in career 


receiving yards (2,281), 


touchdown grabs (17), 


that in just 27 games. 


catches per game (5.67) and receiving 
yards per game (84.5), and is fifth in 
receptions (153). And he has done all of 


Bowl madness: The Sun Belt has 

gone from a conference-record six 
bowl participants in 2016 to five last 
season. Will it be down to four in 2018? 


RATING THE SUN BELT 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
Jalen Virgil, Appalachian State 
Twenty catches as a freshman and runs the 40 in 4.27. 


» BEST HANDS 
Penny Hart, WR, Georgia State 
Hart has at least one catch in all 27 games he’s played. 


» BEST PASSING GB 
Justice Hansen, Arkansas State 
He was 305-of-487 for 37 TDs and 3,967 yards last 
year—1,000-plus more than any returning league QB. 


» BEST RUNNING GB 
Caleb Evans, | ouisiana-Monroe 
Evans had a Sun Belt-leading 13 rushing touchdowns 
and averaged 4.2 yards on 137 carries last season. 


» MOST ELUSIVE RB 
Warren Wand, RB, Arkansas State 
Wand is a slippery one at just 5-5; there's a reason he’s 
been called “Magic.” He ran for 715 yards in 10 games 
last season, averaging 5.2 yards per carry. 


» BEST ATHLETE 
Marcus Green, WR/KR, Louisiana-Monroe 
Posted single-season ULM record of 2,008 all-purpose 
yards; tied for FBS lead with four kick returns for TDs. 


» BEST UNDER PRESSURE 
Jalin Moore, RB, Appalachian State 
Moore averaged 5.7 yards per carry while rushing for 
a league-high 1,037 yards last year, and he's the only 
active FBS back with four 235-yard-plus rushing games. 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Jalin Moore, RB, Appalachian State 
The Sun Belt has a history of sending running backs to 
the NFL, and Moore could be the next to make it. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 
Bryce Carpenter, Q8, Coastal Carolina 
The January enrollee was named Mr. Football for all 
Classifications of Florida prep football last year. 


» TOP TRANSFER 
Kendall Johnson Jr., CB, Louisiana 
Johnson started 24 of 25 games at Nevada, 


» HARDEST HITTER 
Bull Barge, LB, South Alabama 
\f this Jaguar linebacker with 77 tackles last season 
gets any extra credit for his name, he wins by a mile. 


» BEST INTERVIEW 
Noah Hannon, ©, Appalachian State 
With talk about playing his first college game in front 
of 92,746 at Georgia being “pretty dang cool,” Hannon 
was a colorful character starting as a true freshman. 


» BEST HEAD COACH 
Scott Satterfield, Appalachian State 
Satterfield’s team has won three straight bow! games 
not long after making the jump from FCS to FBS. 


» COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
Bryan Brown, DC, Appalachian State 
Heading into his seventh season as ASU's cornerbacks 
coach, Brown is now a coordinator, too. Since 2015, his 
corners have made an FBS-high 30 interceptions. 


» HOTTEST SEAT 
Everett Withers, Texas State 
Bobcats have just four wins in his first two seasons. 


» BEST GAME-DAY ATMOSPHERE 
Kidd Brewer Stadium, Appalachian State 
The setting in Boone is an awesome one, and App led 
the SBC in attendance for the third straight year. 


» TOP SCHOLAR 
Gabe Mobley, OL, Georgia State 
The fourth-season starter graduated in three years 
with a 3.8 GPA and began law school last fall. 


» BEST TWEETER 
Billy Napier, Louisiana 
The new Cajuns coach is into the whole tweeting thing, 
and he likes sharing inspirational quotes from others. 
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 5-YEAR RECORD 
34-28 


TROY 


TROJANS 
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SUN BELT — EAST 
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QB Kaleb Barker (6-), 210, Jr) 
RB B.J. Smith (5-9, 198, Jr) 
HB Sidney Davis (5-1), 219, Sr.) 


FAST FACTS LT Kirk Kelley* (6-4, 310, Jr) 
HEAD COACH He aah LG ZachBranner eet 305, Jr) 
Neal Brown {e oF) C _ Deontae Crumitie* (6-2, 296, Sr.) 
Neal Brown RG Tristan Crowder* (6-4, 314, Jr.) 
yeh 13 RT J.L. Gaston® (6-4, 295, Jr) 
cox ’ F 2 TE Gabehiill (6-2, 245, Sr) 
STAFF T roy es ie aaa 61 sonnet bowl pases won 7 WR ‘Decndre Seri (6-1,197.S1) 
: games for the first time in its FBS history and emerge: WR SamLetton* (6-2, 226, Jr) 
babe recks parr ae victorious in the New Orleans Bowl with a game-record 50 DEFENSE 
Sean Reagan (first year) points. That was last season. Now the 2017 Sun Belt Conference eS pr ee ey EE 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: co-champs seek to top that. DT Marcus Webb (6-3, 252, Jr) 
Vic Koenning (fourth year) For reigning SBC Coach of the Year Neal Brown’s Trojans, that NG TrevonSanders* (6-0, 310, Sr) 
TEAM INFO means improving on an .846 winning percentage and a third DE  JarvisHayes (6-4, 230. Jr) 
F straight bowl win—all with a new quarterback. MLB A.J. Smiley (6-3, 216, Jr) 
STADIUM: Veterans Memorial s " 
Stadium (30,402) The graduation of Brandon Silvers—the 2017 New Orleans Bow! = = Pewee Ge. be = 
TICKETS: 877-878-WINS MVP and school record-holder in touchdowns responsible for— See 
CB Marcus Jones (5-9, 170, So.) 
SITE: Troy, Ala. has spurred a close QB battle between Kaleb Barker and Sawyer PS Cedarlus Rookard® (641.210, Sr) 
edn jicheacanere Smith, both of whom have limited backup experience. CS _Adarlus Wesley (6-0, 197. Jr) 
oA la Another huge loss: running back Jordan Chunn, Troy’s career ROV Tyler Murray (6-1, 186, So) 
rushing touchdowns and total touchdowns leader. But returning SPECIALISTS 
+2018 SCHEDULE juniors B,J. Smith and Jamarius Henderson are potential feature x. ulee Branpber* (zs 
backs, juco transfer Kevin Perkins could make a difference and 5-7 P Tyler Sumpter* (5-10,230,50,) 
ae ria Jabir Daughtry-Frye is back from a 2016 ACL injury. STietinadig Stacia 
$8 Florida A&M Troy also returns its top two receivers—Deondre Douglas Street & Smith's All-American 
S.15 @NEBRASKA (48 catches, 628 yards) and Damion Willis (42, 620)—and adds 
S.22 _@LOUISIANA-MONROE grad-transfer receiver Traveon Samuel, who started six games for —— 
aa aaananar Louisville last season. RECRUITING REPORT 
013 @LIBERTY All-Sun Belt pick Steven Rowzee graduated but all of the other aa 
0.23 @SOUTH ALABAMA starters—including Tristan Crowder and Deontae Crumitie—are 4TOP SIGNEES Re ean 
N.3__ Louisiana back on a strong offensive line. : renee arn ee ae 
N.10__@GEORGIA SOUTHERN Troy, meanwhile, led the nation in red-zone defense last season re 
N17 Texas State F ee 3 KJ Robertson, | 5 3° 
N24) @APPALACHIAN STATE and had the Sun Belt’s stingiest defense. 
: The Trojans think they’ll be even better this season, especially The 2017 Sun Belt 
with continued success up front, where 310-pound senior tackle een ani together the 
» 2017 RESULTS 11-2 Trevon Sanders remains. Five starters overall return to the unit, Hany (ace Soe DRIP Sa 
[DATE OPPONENT RESULT! i a ; 5 istory, making our Top 100 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT including leading tackler Tron Folsom at linebacker and All-SBC i i 
S.2 @BOISE STATE 13-24 3 ‘ overall and ranking fourth in the 
SRO Alaaran SES eo selections Hunter Reese (14.0 tackles for loss) and Blace Brown in conference. 
S16 @NEWMEXICOST. 27-24 the secondary. Brown had five interceptions but tore an ACL late The Trojans brought in more 
5.23. Akron 22-17 last season. The Trojans also add ex-Oklahoma reserve safety Will than half of the class ont 
5.30 @LSU 24-21 Sunderland. within state lines; each of its 
O11 South Alabama 8-19 2 s three highest-rated prospects 
Another Troy defensive back is corner Marcus Jones, last and five of the top seven hail 
0.21 @GEORGIASTATE 34-10 5 H : 
: season’s top freshman kick returner nationally at 30.3 yards per. from Alabama. Troy worked the 
0.28 Georgia Southern 38-16 bet ‘ 
N2. Idaho 34-21 The SBC Freshman of the Year had a 99-yard return and a 100- junior-college ranks well, getting 
Nal @COAST. CAROLINA 42-17 yard pick-six against Arkansas State and returned two kickoffs for even more former Alabama _ 
N.24 Texas State 62-9 touchdowns against Coastal Carolina. prep standouts, and brought in 
D2 @ARKANSAS STATE 32-25 ded | ith ° ‘ s another, 5-7 wideout Traveon 
Senhora eon Troy ended last season with seven straight victories. It may Samuel, as'a graduate transfer 
‘ be tough to keep it going with Boise State for a season-opening from Louisville. 
*New Orleans Bow! opponent, but the Trojans could roll through Sun Belt play. 


BROWN: ANORES LEIGHTON / AP 


HART: ANDRES LEIGHTON / AP 


APPALACHIAN STATE 


MOUNTAINEERS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Scott Satterfield 
Sixth year (41-22) 
CAREER RECORD: 41-22 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Frank Ponce (sixth year) 
Shawn Clark (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Bryan Brown (first year) 

Dale Jones (first year) 


STADIUM: Kidd Brewer Stadium 
(30,000) 

TICKETS: 828-262-2079 

SITE: Boone, N.C. 

WEBSITE: appstatesports.com 
TWITTER: @AppState_FB 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 


S| @PENN STATE 

$.8  @CHARLOTTE 

S15 Southern Miss 

§.22 Gardner-Webb 

$.29 South Alabama 

0.9 @ARKANSAS STATE 


0.20 Louisiana 63-14 
0.25 @GA. SOUTHERN 27-6 
N.3. @COAST.CAROLINA 37-29 
N10 @TEXAS STATE 20-13 
N17 Georgia State 31-10 
N.24 Troy 


2017 Record: 9-4 


Beat Toledo 34-O inthe 
Dollar General Bow! 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

@B Zac Thomas (6-2, 207, So) 

RB Jalin Moore* (5-1), 207, Sr) 

LT Victor Johnson® (6-5, 290, Jr) 

LG RyanNeuzil* (6-5. 280, So.) 

© Noah Hannon* (6-2, 260, So) 
RG Baer Hunter (6-3, 280.50.) 

RT Nate Haskins (6-5, 280, So.) 

TE Collin Reed (6-3, 248, Jr) 

WR Thomas Hennigan’ (6-2, 210, So.) 
WR Darrynton Evans (5-1), 190, So.) 
WR Corey Sutton (6-5, 200, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Okon Godwin* (6-2, 250. Sr.) 

NT Myquon Stout* (6-), 286, Sr) 

DE Demetrius Taylor (6-), 246, So.) 
OLB Tim Frizzell (6-2. 223, So.) 

1B Anthony Flory* (6-2, 235, Sr.) 
{LB Jordan Fehr (6-2, 227. Jr) 

OL® Akeem Davis-Gaither (6-2, 2/0. Jr) 
CB Tae Hayes* (5-11, 185, Sr) 

CB Clifton Duck* (5-10, 175. Jr) 

fS Desmond Franklin® (6-2, 204, Jr) 
SS Josh Thomas (6-0, 209, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


« Chandler Staton* (5-1, 180. So) 
P = Xavier Subotsch* (6-2. 204, So.) 


‘Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


i 


uarterback 
TaylorLamb | 
ran Appalachian State’s 


show for four fruitful years, 
passing for 2,200-plus yards 
each season, including 2,737 in 
2017. 

During that span, coach Scott 
Satterfield’s Mountaineers won 
three bowls, including the 2017 
Dollar General, and shared the 
last two Sun Belt championships. 

Appalachian State’s 
conference-power status should 
endure behind two-time SBC 
rushing leader Jalin Moore (3,170 
career yards). 

Zac Thomas, Lamb’s seldom- 
used backup, is favored to win 
the starting QB job. He’ll lose 
graduated receiver Ike Lewis, 
but not Thomas Hennigan, who 
started all 13 games as a true 
freshman, making 45 catches 
and scoring seven times. 

The Mountaineers return All- 
SBC tackle Victor Johnson, guard 
Ryan Neuzil and center Noah 
Hannon, but all-league selections 
Colby Gossett and Beau Nunn 
exit and will be missed up front. 

New defensive coordinator 
Bryan Brown replaces Nate 
Woody, who left to take the 
same job at Georgia Tech, and 
he returns AIl-SBC cornerback 
Clifton Duck, who has 11 
interceptions in his two college 
seasons. Fellow corner Tae 
Hayes had another four in 2017. 
Starting free safety Desmond 
Franklin remains, and 2017 
opening-game starter Josh 
Thomas-—injured and out after 
four games last year—could 
assume A.J. Howard’s vacated 
spot at strong safety. 

AIl-SBC pick Eric Boggs has 
graduated, but fellow inside 
linebacker and Dollar General 
Bowl Defensive MVP Anthony 
Flory returns. 

Appalachian State loses 
starting ends Tee Sims and Caleb 
Fuller from its three-man front, 
but the Mountaineers return 
nose tackle Myquon Stout. 

With talented players like E.J. 
Scott and Markell Clark also 
back inside, Stout took some 
snaps during the spring at end 
and could move there to play 
opposite senior Okon Godwin. 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 


GEORGIA STATE 


PANTHERS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Shawn Elliott 
Second year (7-5) 
CAREER RECORD: 8-10 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Travis Trickett (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Nate Fuqua (second year) 


STADIUM: Georgia State Stadium 
(24,333) 

TICKETS: 404-413-4020 

SITE: Atlanta 

WEBSITE: georgiastatesports.com 
TWITTER: @GeorgiaStateFB 


©2018 SCHEDULE per 
SOS oer eas Sd OPPONENT RESULT 
4.30 Kennesaw State 

S.8  @N,C. STATE 

S14 @MEMPHIS 

$.22 Western Michigan 

S.29 Louisiana-Monroe 47-37 
0.4 @TROY 10-34 


0.18 @ARKANSAS STATE 
0.27 Coastal Carolina 27-21 
N.3 Texas State 33-30 


N.10 @LOUISIANA 
N.17 @APPALACHIAN ST. 10-3) 
N.24 Georgia Southern 2-7 


2017 Record: 7-5 


Beat Western Kentucky 27-17 inthe 
Cure Bowl 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

Aaron Winchester (6-2. 190. Jr.) 

Tra Barnett (5-10, 185, Jr) 

Hunter Atkinson* (6-5, 285, Jr) 
Shamarious Gilmore* (6-3. 288, So) 
Jamal Paxton* (6-0, 285, Si.) 

Gabe Mobley* (6-2, 280, Sr.) 

Jalen Jackson (6-3, 305, Fr) 

Roger Carter (6-2, 245, So.) 

Penny Hart* (5-3, 180, Jr.) 

Tamir Jones* (6-0, 185, So) 

WR Christian Owens (6-4, 210, Jr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Marterious Allen* (6-2. 270, Sr) 
NG Dontae Wilson (6-0, 285, So.) 
DE  Hardrick Willis (6-3, 235, So) 
OLS Michael Shaw’ (6-4, 230. Sr.) 
™B Chase Middleton* (6-2, 235, Sr) 
1B Ed Curney* (5-11, 225, Jr) 
OLB Victor Heyward (6-2, 215. So.) 
CB Jerome Smith* (5-10, 180, Sr) 
CB Cedric Stone (5-10, 185, Jr) 

s DeAndre Applin (6-7, 210, Sr) 
s Remy Lazarus (6-0, 190, Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 
% Brandon Wright* (5-10, 180, Jr) 
P Oliver Holdenson* (5-1), 95. Jr) 


$SHR8°S S88 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


hawn Elliott 

guided Georgia 

State to a 7-5 record and 
Cure Bow! win in his first season 
coaching the Panthers—the 
young program’s first bowl 
victory. 

But with two-year starter and 
Cure Bowl MVP Conner Manning 
done, the search has been on for 
a new quarterback. 

There was no front-runner 
when spring practice started, 
but last year’s backup, Aaron 
Winchester, and juco transfer 
Dan Ellington received strong 
looks. Highly regarded high 
school signee Swift Lyle arrives 
in the fall, but may redshirt. 
Winchester started two games in 
2016 when Manning was injured, 
but played sparingly last season. 

The job’s winner has quite 
a target in 5-8 receiver Penny 
Hart, a two-time 
All-Sun Belt 
pick who led 
the league in 
catches per 
game (6.2), i 
total receiving 7 a 
yards (1,121)and 
receiving yards 
per game (93.4) a season ago. A 
deep receiving corps also adds 
6-4, 210-pound South Carolina 
transfer Christian Owens. 

Georgia State returns four 
starting offensive linemen, 
including guard Shamarious 
Gilmore, who didn’t miss 
a snap last year, and tackle 
Hunter Atkinson. The Panthers 
also get back Pat Bartlett, who 
started 2017’s opener at guard 
but sustained a season-ending 
injury. 

A defense that permitted 
a school-record low of 24.75 
points and 136.4 rushing yards 
per game is best up front for 
Georgia State, which returns 
Marterious Allen (4.0 sacks) 
and Dontae Wilson on the line, 
Michael Shaw (6.5 tackles for 
loss) at linebacker and Jerome 
Smith at cornerback. 

With Elliott seeking 
improvement in special-teams 
play and an ailing ground game, 
a third bowl bid in four years 
could prove challenging. But the 
Panthers do have Hart. 


Penny Hart § 
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SUN BELT — EAST 


EAGLES 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Chad Lunsford 
First year (2-4) 

CAREER RECORD: 2-4 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Bob DeBesse (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Scot Sloan (first year) 


STADIUM: Allen E. Paulson 
Stadium (25,000) 

TICKETS: 800-GSU-WINS 
SITE: Statesboro, Ga. 
WEBSITE: gseagles.com 
TWITTER: @GSAthletics_FB 


QB Shai Werts* (5-1!, 200, So.) 
RB Wesley Fields* (6-0, 205. Sr.) 
LT Brian Miller (6-5. 285, Fr) 

LG Jawaski Webb (6-2, 280, So) 
C Curtis Rainey’ (6-2, 290, Sr.) 
RG Caleb Kelly* (6-2, 285.So,) 
RT Drew Wilson® (6-4, 300, Jr.) 
TE Ellis Richardson (6-3, 240, Sr.) 
SLT George Johnson Jr. (5-9. 175. Sr) 
WR Obe Fortune (6-1, '90, Jr) 
WR Malik Henry* (6-0, 180, Sr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Raymond Johnson lil* (6-3, 240, So.) 
NT Logan Hunt? (6-2. 270. Sr.) 

DE Quan Griffin (6-3, 270,So) 

ACH Jay Bowdry (6-0, 200, Jr.) 

DOG Randy Wade Jr. (6-2, 250, So.) 

ILB Todd Bradley (6-0, 230, So.) 

1LB Tomarcio Reese* (5-1), 250, Sr.) 

€B Monquavion Brinson* (5-1), 180, Jr) 
CE Kindle Vildor* (5-1), 180, Jr) 

FS RJ Murray* (6-0. 210. Sr) 

SS Joshua Moon* (6-0, 200, Sr) 


SPECIALISTS 


Tyler Bass’ (5-10, 180, Jr.) 
P Magill Bauerle (6-1, 200, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN 


fter an 0-6 — 
start to Tyson 
Summers’ second season 


as head coach, Georgia Southern 
saw pulling the plug as its only 
option. So, Summers was gone, 
longtime offensive assistant 
Chad Lunsford was named 
interim coach and—after back-to- 
back November wins that ended 
anine-game losing streak and 
marked the Eagles’ only victories 
in a 2-10 campaign—Lunsford 
was crowned in the land 

where triple-option football is 
historically king. 

Now, with new coordinators— 
Bob DeBesse, an option 
specialist who was let go after 
six seasons as New Mexico’s OC, 


Eagles’ No. 1 signal-caller. He’ll 
be joined in the backfield by 
returning running backs Wesley 
Fields, whose 811 yards were 

a 2017 team high, and Monteo 
Garrett, a big-play specialist (7.4 
yards per carry in 2017). The 
offensive line is led by returning 
senior center Curtis Rainey. 

Georgia Southern’s new 
3-4 defense is loaded with 
returnees, including linemen 
Logan Hunt (11.0 tackles for loss) 
and Raymond Johnson III (6.5) 
and cornerbacks Monquavion 
Brinson (5 interceptions) and 
Kindle Vildor (3). 

Kicker Tyler Bass, whose 
15 made field goals included 
nine from 40-plus yards, is still 
around too. 

With so much left from a 
young team that bonded fairly 
quickly after Summers’ exit, the 
grounded Eagles have a hunch 
they will soon fly high, 


COASTAL CAROLINA 


CHANTICLEERS 
FAST FACTS Aen ~— 
HEAD COACH last season 
Joe Moglia while on a five-month 


Sixth year (51-15) 
CAREER RECORD: 51-15 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jamey Chadwell (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Marvin Sanders (first year) 


STADIUM: Brooks Stadium 
(21,000) 

TICKETS: 877-424-2687 
SITE: Conway, S.C. 
WEBSITE: goccusports.com 
TWITTER: @CoastalFootball 


@B  Kilton Anderson (6-2, 220, Sr.) 
RB Alex James* (5-11, 205, So) 

RB Marcus Outlow (5-10, 215, Sr.) 
LT Steven Bedosky* (6-2, 285, So.) 
LG Adam Lawhorn (6-2, 295. Sr.) 

C Trey Carter* (6-7, 300, So.) 

RG Brock Hoffman’ (6-3, 510, So.) 
RT Jack Flood (6-4, 280, Sr.) 

TE Maxwell Kjosa* (6-5, 250, Jr.) 
WR Malcolm Williams* (5-10, 185, Sr) 
WR Omar Black’ (6-2, 205, Sr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Jeffrey Gunter (6-4, 255, So.) 
DT C.J. Brewer (6-2. 280, So.) 
DT Ja’ree Tolbert* (6-0, 295, Sr) 
DE Tarron Jackson (6-2, 265, So.) 
OLB Silas Kelly’ (6-4. 225, So.) 
MLS James Heft (6-2, 225, Sr.) 
OLS Lagavious Paul (5-11, 220. Jr) 
CB Anthony Chesley* (5-11, 185, Sr.) 
CB Preston Carey (5-1), 165, Jr) 

s Ryan Lee (6-1, 210, So.) 

S Fitz Wattley* (5-1), 210, Sr) 


SPECIALISTS 


K Evan Rabon* (6-0, 160, Sr.) 
P Evan Rabon* (6-0, 160, Sr) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


sabbatical to fight an allergic 
reaction in his lungs, coach Joe 
Moglia—signed this past fall to 
a contract extension running 
through June 2020-is back 
at Coastal — 
Carolina. 
Coastal went 
3-9 last year, but 
closed its Sun 
Belt debut with 
conference wins 
at Idaho and 
over Georgia Southern to head 
into 2018 with the memory of 
a nine-game midseason losing 
streak behind it. 


e218. Sar EDULE ae coy and Scot Sloan, Appalachian dis Beat neil? Gone is retired defensive 
S1 South Carolina State State’s longtime secondary S]  @SOUTH CAROLINA coordinator Mickey Matthews, 
S.8 Massachusetts coach and recent co-DC— 58 UAB 23-30 putting a defense that produced 
S15 @CLEMSON Lunsford looks to capitalize on S15 Campbell an SBC-low 15 sacks last season 
22 Anenees te = the positives lingering from a 2S oe = in the hands of Marvin Sanders, 
} uth Alabama - . . : ‘ B aes 
O11 @TEXAS STATE season in which there were few. : Gi oikdanc antes 43.5, Who was North Carolina’s DC 
0.20 @NEW MEXICO ST. 27-35 After a redshirt freshman : 020 @MASSACHUSETTS 38-28 © from 2004-06. 
0.25 Appalachian State 6-27 season in which > 0.27 @GEORGIA STATE 2-27 It’s a unit that loses graduated 
N.3 @LA.-MONROE he ran for : : N.3_ Appalachian State 29-37 linebacker Shane Johnson (10.1 
NaCl Tecy 16-38 722 yards on NOS Arhanes stats we tackles per game) but returns 
N17 @COAST. CAROLINA — 17-28 N17 Georgia Southern | e , 
N24 @GEORGIASTATE 17-21 207 attempts N.24 @SOUTH ALABAMA promising sophomore ‘backer 
and threw for Silas Kelly (6.8). 
2017 Record: 2-10 929 yards, 2017 Record: 3-9 On offense, Coastal loses 
quarterback running back Osharmar 
Shai Werts went Abercrombie (724 rushing yards, 
;PROJECTED STARTERS = 'nt0Spring *PROJECTED STARTERS = 7.18) and quarter ack 
OFFENSE Samp 68 Ie OFFENSE Sane Xs PASSNS Y 


but returns receiver Malcolm 
Williams (793 yards, 7 TDs) and 
late-season starting QB Kilton 
Anderson, who was getting 
competition in the spring from 
true freshman Bryce Carpenter, 
an early enrollee. On the line, 
Trey Carter probably moves 
from guard to center and 
two-year starter Adam Lawhorn 
returns after losing most of 2017 
to injury. 

On special teams, senior Evan 
Rabon will do double duty again, 
with his usual twist, punting left- 
footed and kicking right-footed. 

Moglia’s Chanticleers will be 
playing their first full-fledged 
FBS season. Returning them to 
form after the program’s worst 
season in its 15-year history 
won't be easy for the 2015 FCS 
Coach of the Year. But five of 
Coastal’s nine losses in 2017 
were by eight points or fewer, so 
there’s hope. 


WERTS: BRYNN ANDERSON / AP; MOGLIA: BRUCE CRUMMY / AP. 


ANDERSON: NATI HARNIA / AP 
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CT: Conference Title - BG: Bowl Game 


OFFENSE 

Justice Hansen’ (6-4, 218, Sr.) 
Warren Wand* (5-5, 197, Sr.) 
Kirk Merritt (6-0, 210, Jr) 
Lanard Bonner* (6-5, 310, Sr) 
Dalton Ford® (6-4, 304, Jr) 
Jacob Still* (6-1, 297, So.) 

Troy Elliott* (6-5, 287, Jr) 
Nour-Eddine Seidnaly (5-5, 309, Jr.) 
Javonis Isaac (6-2, 225, So.) 
Justin Mcinnis* (6-6, 210, Sr) 
Kendrick Edwards (6-5, 216, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

BND William Bradley-King (6-4, 250, So.) 
Christian Howard (6-2, 28), Sr.) 
Hunter Moreton’ (6-1, 295, So.) 
Ronheen Bingham (6-2, 24/1, Sr.) 
Tajhea Chambers (6-2, 247, So.) 
Trent Ellis-Brewer (6-2, 2)3, Jr) 
Jeremy Smith (5-1), 175, Jr) 
Brandon Byner (5-1), 177. Sr.) 
Justin Clifton® (6-0, 204, Sr.) 
Michael Johnson* (6-1, 200, Sr.) 
B.J. Edmonds® (6-0, 206, Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 
% = Sawyer Williams* (5-1), 202, Jr) 
P Cody Grace* (6-2, 223, Jr.) 
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2 Nathan Page, 4/)) 3 

3 Jax Gasaway, 9) 5" 


Arkansas State’s 2018 group 
ranked second in the Sun Belt 
on 247Sports, trailing only 
Georgia Southern. 

The diverse haul featured 
prospects from eight different 
states, including three of the 
six highest-rated coming from 
Arkansas. The class is strong 
at the skill positions, led by 
former Oregon and Texas 
A&M speedster Kirk Merritt, a 
juco recruit who was once a 
blue-chipper coming out of high 
school. 

Nine of the Red Wolves’ top 
li signees will line up beyond the 
trenches. 


ARKANSAS STATE 


RED WOLVES 


H 1 
Blake Anderson 


finished above .500. 

Never mind that the Red Wolves have had four different 
full-time head coaches during that seven-season span, including 
Blake Anderson the past four years. Since 2011, Arkansas State (7-5 
last year) has been a model of winning football. 

Considering they return quarterback Justice Hansen, the 2017 
Sun Belt Offensive Player of the Year, there’s ample reason to 
anticipate more of the same for an offense that was the league’s 
most productive last season. Hansen threw for 3,967 yards—330.6 
per game—and 37 touchdowns in ’17. 

He returns not only receivers Justin McInnis (49 catches, 800 
yards) and Kendrick Edwards (38 receptions), but adds major new 
weapons. 

Dahu Green, a 6-5 wideout who is a former Oklahoma reserve, 
is eligible after sitting last year. Eligible right away, and competing 
to start at the Red Wolves’ A-back spot, is Kirk Merritt, an 
ex-Oregon receiver who after being dismissed from Texas A&M’s 
team surfaced last season at 2017 national juco champion East 
Mississippi. 

All-Sun Belt tight end Blake Mack will be missed, but 
playmaking running back Warren Wand is back with center Jacob 
Still and All-SBC offensive lineman Lanard Bonner. 

The worries are on the other side of the ball. Gone is 2017 Sun 
Belt Player of the Year Ja’Von Rolland-Jones, an edge-rushing 
defensive end with an SBC-record 43.5 career sacks, along with 
all-conference cornerback Blaise Taylor, middle linebacker Kyle 
Wilson and linemen Caleb Caston and Dee Liner. 

Defensive end Ronheen Bingham remains but the Red Wolves 
are loaded with transfers up front, including junior-college 
end Noel Iwuchukwu, juco teammates Thomas Toki (a former 
Washington State player) and Tukua Ahoia and ex-Ball State 
defender Kevin Thurmon. 

The back end will be in the hands of returnees B.J. Edmonds (3 
interceptions) and Justin Clifton. 

Losing Taylor as a punt returner and 50-catch receiver Chris 
Murray as a kick returner will hurt, but punter Cody Grace and 
kicker Sawyer Williams are back. 

Even with the defensive losses, though, there’s no reason to 
think Arkansas State can’t make it eight straight winning seasons. 


[= or seven straight years Arkansas State has gone bowling and 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Blake Anderson 
Fifth year (31-20) 
CAREER RECORD: 31-20 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Buster Faulkner (third year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Joe Cauthen (fifth year) 


STADIUM: Centennial Bank 
Stadium (30,382) 

TICKETS: 870-972-ASU1 

SITE: Jonesboro, Ark. 
WEBSITE: astateredwolves.com 
TWITTER: @AStateFB 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 

S.1 Southeast Missouri 
S.8  @ALABAMA 

S15  @TULSA 

$.22 UNLV 

S.29 @GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
0.9 Appalachian State 
0.18 Georgia State 

0.27 @LOUISIANA 

N.3 South Alabama 

N10 @COASTAL CAROLINA 
N.17_ Louisiana-Monroe 
N.24 @TEXAS STATE 


» 2017 RESULTS 7-5 
S$.2 @NEBRASKA 36-43 
$16 Arkansas-Pine Bluff 48-3 
$.23. @SMU 21-44 
0.4 @GA. SOUTHERN 43-25 
0.14 Coastal Carolina 51-17 
0.19 Louisiana 47-3 


0.28 @NEW MEXICO ST. 37-21 
N.1l_ @SOUTH ALABAMA 19-24 


N.18 Texas State 30-12 
N.25 @LA.-MONROE 67-50 
D2 Troy 25-32 


0.16 Middle Tennessee* 30-35 


“Camellia Bowl 


1 
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SUN BELT — WEST 


LOUISIANA-MONROE 


WARHAWKS 
FASIWEAGTS West 4 
HEAD COACH to-back 
Matt Viator 4-8 seasons, and the 


Third year (8-16) 
CAREER RECORD: 86-49 


STAPF 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


Matt 


Kubik (third year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


Mike 


Collins (third year) 


STADIUM: Malone Stadium 
(27,617) 
TICKETS: 318-342-HAWK 


SITE: 


+ Monroe, La. 


WEBSITE: ulmwarhawks.com 
TWITTER: @ULM_FB 


» 2018 SCHEDULE perm 


$1 
$8 
$.15 


NA7 
N.24 
2017 


SE Louisiana 
(@SOUTHERN MISS 
@TEXAS A&M 

Troy 

@GEORGIA STATE 
@OLE MISS 
(@COAST, CAROLINA 
Texas State 

Georgia Southern 
@SOUTH ALABAMA 
@ARKANSAS STATE 
Louisiana 


Record: 4-8 | *20T 


17-28 


37-47 


51-43 
45-27 


23-33 
50-67 
56-50* 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


Caleb Evans* (6-2, 210, Jr) 
Derrick Gore* (5-10, 215, Sr.) 
Trace Ellison® (6-4, 311, Jr.) 
Devin Jackson Jr.* (6-5, 349. Jr) 
Bobby Reynolds* (6-2, 289, Jr) 
T.J. Fiailoa* (6-4, 339, So.) 
Eastwood Thomas® (6-5, 315, Jr) 
Josh Pederson’ (6-5, 228. So.) 
RJ Turner* (6-2, 204, Jr) 
Marcus Green* (5-8. 188. Sr.) 
Xavier Brown’ (6-0, 197, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE 
NT 
oT 


BER 


Kerry Starks (6-2, 227, So.) 
Mason Hussman (6-4, 280, So.) 
Tyler Johnson* (6-2, 28), Sr) 
Donald Louis Jr. (6-3, 273, Jr) 
David Griffith* (6-1, 213, Se) 
Chase Day* (6-|, 235, Jr) 

Collin Turner (5-10, |8), Sr.) 
Rhoy Williams (6-1, 187 Sr.) 
Marcus Hubbard* (5-9, 179, Sr.) 
Wesley Thompson* (6-1, 197, Sr) 
Austin Hawley (6-0, 216, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K 
P 


Craig Ford® (6-2, 157. Sr) 
Mark Deaves (6-4, 216, Fr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


program seemingly headed in 
the right direction, Louisiana- 
Monroe rewarded third-year 
coach Matt Viator with a two- 
year extension that now has his 
contract running through 2020. 

Dual-threat quarterback 
Caleb Evans is vital to a unit that 
averaged 33.9 points per gam: 
last season and ‘ 
produced 500- 
plus yards of total 
offense in five 
Sun Belt games. 
Evans threw for 
2,878 yards last 
year, ran for 573 and—scary—has 
room to improve. With the job 
claimed, ex-starter Garrett Smith 
left and juco transfer Brennen 
Wooten arrived. 

The top two receivers—Marcus 
Green (54 catches, 812 yards) 
and RJ Turner (38, 693)—are 
back, and Zachari Jackson and 
Perry Carter Jr. lead a list of 
young potential targets. 

Starting running back Derrick 
Gore, a former Alabama player, 
also returns. Joining the mix will 
be Jakyle Holmes and speedy 
Javin Myers, who redshirted 
last season. An offensive line 
that is now experienced loses 
only standout left guard Frank 
Sutton, but 6-5, 349-pound 
junior Devin Jackson Jr. has 
already been penciled in there. 

Green’s return is huge 
because the All-SBC return 
specialist and all-purpose player 
also led the league in kickoff 
return-average last season and 
took four in for touchdowns. 

An injury-hampered defense 
that was the Sun Belt’s worst 
statistically last year returns 
linebacker David Griffith, its 
second-leading tackler. Changes 
have safeties Marcus Hubbard 
and Rhoy Williams moving to 
cornerback and safety Traveion 
Webster to linebacker. 

With a school single-season 
record four 50-point games 
in 2017, and Evans back, the 
Warhawks reasonably think they 
can have a winning season and 
return to their first bowl since 
2012, 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Billy Napier 


First year 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Rob Sale (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Ron Roberts (first year) 


STADIUM: Cajun Field (41,426) 
TICKETS: 337-265-2357 

SITE: Lafayette, La. 

WEBSITE: ragincajuns.com 
TWITTER: @RaginCajunsFB 


+2018 SCHEDULE peer 
PAC ee eT OPPONENT RESULT 
5.1 Grambling State 

S.15 @MISSISSIPPI STATE 

§.22 Coastal Carolina 

5.29 @ALABAMA 

0.6 @TEXAS STATE 24-7 


0.13 New Mexico State 47-34 
0,20 @APPALACHIANST. 14-63 
0.27 Arkansas State 3-47 
N.3  @TROY 

N10 Georgia State 

N17 South Alabama 19-14 
N.24 @LA.-MONROE 50-56" 
2017 Record: 5-7 | *OT 

» PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Jordan Davis* (6-3, 217,Sr) 

RB Trey Ragas* (5-1), 227,So) 

LT Rico Robinson (6-5, 307, Jr.) 

LG KenMarks (6-4, 303. Jr) 

© Cole Prudhomme* (6-5, 292, Jr.) 
RG Kevin Dotson* (6-4, 503, Jr) 
RT Robert Hunt* (6-5, 336, Jr.) 

TE Chase Rogers (6-4, 246, So.) 
WR Ja’Marcus Bradley* (6-), 195, Jr) 
WR Keenan Barnes* (6-3, 208, Sr.) 
WR Ryheem Malone* (5-9, 187, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Garrald McDowell (6-1, 270, Sr.) 
NT LaDarrius Kidd (6-3, 317, Sr.) 

BE Joe Dillon* (6-3, 232, Jr.) 

OLB Chaiziere Malbrue (6-2, 215, Sr.) 
(LB Justin Middleton (6-), 225, Sr.) 
MLB Jacques Boudreaux’ (6-1, 228, Jr) 
OLB Terik Miller (6-0, 215, Jr) 

CB Kamar Greenhouse (6-), 175, Jr) 
CB Kendall Johnson Jr. (6-0, 193, Sr) 
S  KoaHaynes* (6-0, 180, Sr) 

s Corey Turner* (6-), 204, Sr) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Stevie Artigue* (5-0, 175, Sr.) 
P Rhys Byrns (6-0, 190. Fr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


LOUISIANA 


RAGIN’ CAJUNS 


fter going 
to five New 
Orleans Bowls in his first 


six of seven seasons, but having a 
losing record the last three, Mark 
Hudspeth was fired by Louisiana. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns hired Billy 
Napier, whose time between 
stints as Arizona State’s offensive 
coordinator in 2017 and 
Clemson’s from 2009-10 included 
four seasons as Alabama’s 
receivers coach. 

Other than moving redshirted 
freshman Kadon Harrison to 
receiver, Napier did nothing 
drastic at quarterback and 
instead is letting holdovers 
Jordan Davis, Levi Lewis and 
Andre Nunez—each of whom had 
2017 starts—fight it out for the job. 

The Cajuns’ receiving corps 
is loaded with Ryheem Malone 
(44 catches, 676 
yards), Keenan 
Barnes, Ja’Marcus 


Bradley, Michael 

Jacquet, Jarrod TEE. 
Jackson and tight = : pg 
end Chase Rogers. 


But Napier’s spread offense also 
has a group of running backs that 
includes Trey Ragas (813 yards, 
9 TDs in 2017), Elijah Mitchell 
and Jordan Wright (both coming 
off season-ending injuries) and 
Raymond Calais. 

Ragas is a load at 5-11 and 227 
pounds, while the speedy Calais 
averaged 23.8 yards on kickoff 
returns. Malone ran back punts 
last season, and kicker Stevie 
Artigue remains. 

Defensively, UL needs a 
reboot. For that, new coordinator 
Ron Roberts left his gig as 
Southeastern Louisiana’s head 
coach. 

The Sun Belt’s second-to-last 
unit in 2017 lost top tackler 
Tracy Walker. Returning Corey 
Turner will help at safety and 
nickel, Jacques Boudreaux leads 
the linebackers and 317-pound 
LaDarrius Kidd plugs UL’s three- 
man base front. The Cajuns also 
add transfer cornerback Kendall 
Johnson Jr., who was a starter at 
Nevada. 

If the defense responds, 
Louisiana has enough skill- 
position talent to revisit its 
former winning ways. 


EVANS: BUTCH DILL / AP; MALONE: SAM CRAFT / AP 


WITHERS: DAVID ZALUBOWSKI / AP 


SOUTH ALABAMA 


JAGUARS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Steve Campbell 
First year 

CAREER RECORD: 60-23 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kenny Edenfield (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Greg Stewart (first year) 


STADIUM: Ladd-Peebles Stadium 
(40,000) 

TICKETS: 251-461-1USA 

SITE: Mobile, Ala. 

WEBSITE: usajaguars.com 
TWITTER: @JagsFootball 


S$. _ Louisiana Tech 16-34 
S.8 @OKLAHOMASTATE 7-44 
S15 Texas State 

$.22 @MEMPHIS 

5.29 @APPALACHIAN ST. 


0.6 @GA. SOUTHERN 0-52 
0.13 Alabama State 

0.23 Troy 19-8 
N.3 @ARKANSAS STATE = 24-19 
N10 Louisiana-Monroe 33-23 
N.17 @LOUISIANA 14-19 


N.24 Coastal Carolina 
2017 Record: 4-8 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB ColeGarvin* (6-1, 205. Sr.) 

RB TraMinter (5-9, 185, Jr) 

LY ~—s Noah Fisher* (6-5, 315.Sr.) 

LG Tyler Grimsley* (6-3, 295, Sr.) 
c Zach Davis (6-6, 295, Jr) 

RG RowanGodwin (6-4, 295,So) 
RT = Ryan Alexander® (6-5, 505, Jr.) 
TE Collier Smith (6-2, 240, Sr) 
WR = Jahmmir Taylor (5-1), 185, Sr.) 
WR = Jamarius Way* (6-4, 215, Sr) 
WR Malik Stanley’ (6-3, 220, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE = Rocel McWilliams (6-3, 255. Sr) 
NY = Jeffery Whatley (6-2, 285, Jr) 
DT Tyree Turner* (6-1, 290, Jr) 
BAN Riley Cole* (6-5, 240, So) 

LB = Bull Barge (5-10, 225, Sr.) 

LB Roy Yancey (6-). 210, Jr.) 

ROV Malcolm Buggs* (5-9, 205, Sr) 
CB Jalen Thompson (6-0. 180, Sr.) 
CB Darian Mills* (5-1), 185, Sr) 

s DJ Daniels (5-10, 190. Jr.) 

s Nigel Lawrence* (5-1, 190, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Gavin Patterson* (5-7 195, Sr) 
Ld Corliss Waitman* (6-2, 205, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


€ by 
, 
fter nine iH , 
seasons spent 
getting the program 


off the ground, Joey Jones is 

out at South Alabama. In is 

Steve Campbell, who took 2017 
Southland Conference champion 
Central Arkansas to back-to-back 
FCS playoff appearances. 

One of Campbell’s first orders 
of business in the spring was 
picking a quarterback for his 
power-spread offense, but that 
was made easy when senior 
Dallas Davis left the team in 
mid-April. So, fellow senior Cole 
Garvin won the job by default in 
the spring. He threw for 1,490 
yards last year and should see 
many of his passes caught this 
season by Jamarius Way, who 
led the Jags with 47 receptions 
for 762 yards last year. 

Noah Fisher, a 6-5, 315-pound 
tackle, will lead the protection 
for Garvin up front. 

Campbell hired ex-Troy 
offensive coordinator Kenny 
Edenfield to handle South 
Alabama’s offense and brought 
the Jaguars’ new defensive 
coordinator, Greg Stewart, with 
him from Central Arkansas. 

Stewart’s unit will be without 
Sun Belt Defensive Player of 
the Year Jeremy Reaves, who 
had 104 total tackles and three 
interceptions in 2017. But safety 
Nigel Lawrence (83 tackles) 
and linebacker Bull Barge (77) 
return, and cornerbacks Bobby 
Flott and Gus Nave should be 
back after missing the spring 
with injuries sustained last 
September. 

The Jaguars also filled some 
immediate defensive needs 
with junior-college transfers in 
super-strong 295-pound lineman 
Jordon Beaton, cornerback 
Travis Reed and linebacker Roy 
Yancey. Beaton and Reed were 
teammates at Jones County JC in 
Meridian, Miss. 

South Alabama appears set 
on special teams with Gavin 
Patterson and Corliss Waitman— 
the 2017 All-SBC kicker and 
punter, respectively—returning. 

After six straight non-winning 
seasons, perhaps Campbell 
can get the Jaguars above .500 
before long. 


TEXAS STATE 


BOBCATS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Everett Withers 
Third year (4-20) 

CAREER RECORD: 29-33 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Zak Kuhr (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Chris Woods (first year) 


STADIUM: Bobcat Stadium 
(30,000) 

TICKETS: 512-245-2272 

SITE: San Marcos, Texas 
WEBSITE: txstatebobcats.com 
TWITTER: @TXSTATEFOOTBALL 


*2018 SCHEDULE geen 
Cae eS A OPPONENT RESULT 
$1 @RUTGERS 

S.8 Texas Southern 


S15 @SOUTH ALABAMA 


$.22 @UTSA 14-44 
0.6 Louisiana 7-24 
O11 Georgia Southern 

0.20 @LA.-MONROE 27-45 


0.27 New Mexico State 
N.3. @GEORGIA STATE 30-33 


N.10 Appalachian State 13-20 
N.17 @TROY 9-62 
N.24 Arkansas State 12-30 


2017 Record: 2-10 


» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Willie Jones Ill (6-3, 190, So.) 

RB Anthony D. Taylor* (5-10, 205, Jr.) 
LY = Aaron Brewer* (6-3, 270, Jr) 

LG Jacob Rowland’ (6-5, 290, Jr) 

© Reece Jordan* (6-3, 275, So.) 

RG Josiah Washington (6-6, 305, So.) 
RT Nic Foster* (6-4, 275, So.) 

TE Brendon Rushing (6-4, 235, Jr) 
WR Hutch White (6-1, 195, Jr.) 

WR Tyler Watts* (5-8, 165, Sr) 

WR T.J. Bedford (6-3, 195, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Ishmael Davis (6-2, 260. Sr.) 
DT Dean Taylor* (6-5, 280, Jr) 
NT Sami Awad’ (6-1. 500, Sr) 
OLB Hal Vinson (6-1, 240. Jr.) 

LB BryanLondonIl* (6-2, 232, Jr.) 
1LB Nikolas Daniels (6-0, 235, Jr) 
OLB Frankie Griffin® (6-0, 205, Sr) 
cB Anthony J. Taylor* (5-8, 185, Jr) 
CB Kordell Rodgers (5-1!, 165. So) 
S = A.J. Krawezyk* (5-11, 195, Sr) 
S  Jashon Waddy* (5-1), 185, Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 
« Chris Kessler (5-9. 160. Fr) 
P James Sherman (5-10, 190. Sr) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


avinggone “=™ 
2-10 in both 
2016 and 2017, the time is 


now-in his third season as head 
coach-for Everett Withers to 
right the ship at Texas State. 

It’s a task easier said than 
done. 

Withers is turning to a more 
athletic quarterback with 
2017 starter Damian Williams 
finished. 

Contenders include Willie 
Jones III, last season’s backup 
and the only one of the bunch 
with FBS playing experience; 
Jaylen Gipson, who redshirted 
last year; and Tyler Vitt, a prized 
high school signee. 


h \ 


ney 
ithers 


Joined by Anthony Smith and 
Robert Brown Jr., returning 
running back Anthony D. Taylor 
(108 carries, 436 yards) led a 
trio of rushers who combined 
for 1,093 yards last year. The 
line in front of them, led by 
Aaron Brewer, will be more 
experienced with four returning 
starters in 2018. Leading receiver 
Elijah King is gone as well, but 
slot receiver Tyler Watts, who 
had 40 catches last year, is back. 

Defensively, new coordinator 
Chris Woods must replace 
linebackers Easy Anyama and 
Gabe Loyd. Two-time leading- 
tackler Bryan London II leads 
a group that, with returning 
Hal Vinson and Frankie Griffin, 
is deep despite the losses. 
Defensive lineman Jordan Mittie 
left for Kansas State as a grad 
transfer, but Sami Awad and 
Dean Taylor are back up front, 
as is safety A.J. Krawezyk. 

On special teams, Texas State 
is looking for a new punter and 
more consistent kicking. 

Still looking for its first bowl 
appearance since jumping up 
from the FCS level in 2012, the 
Bobcats need a huge leap if 
they’re to get to one. 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 
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Head coach 
Brian Kelly 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 
Brian Kelly 

Ninth year (69-34) 

CAREER RECORD: 240-91-2 
STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Chip Long (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Clark Lea (first year) 


TEAM INFO 


» STADIUM: Notre Dame Stadium 


ie 


164 


(80,795) 

TICKETS: 574-631-7356 
SITE: South Bend, Ind. 
WEBSITE: und.com 
TWITTER: @NDFootball 


BOWL PROJECTION: 
Camping World Bow! 


2018 SCHEDULE 
S$... Michigan 
S.8 Ball State 
S.15 Vanderbilt 
S.22 @WAKE FOREST 
$.29 Stanford 
0.6 @VIRGINIA TECH 
0.13 Pittsburgh 
0.27 Navy* 
N.3 @NORTHWESTERN 
N.10 Florida State 
N17 Syracuse** 
N.24 @USC 


*San Diego, CA; **Bronx, NY 


2017 RESULTS 10-3 
DATE | OPPONENT | RESULT 
S.2 Temple 49-16 
S.9 Georgia 19-20 
S.16 @BOSTONCOLLEGE 49-20 


$.23. @MICHIGAN STATE 38-18 


S.30 Miami (Ohio) 52-17 
0.7 @NORTHCAROLINA 33-10 
0.21 USC 49-14 
0.28 N.C. State 35-14 
N.4 Wake Forest 48-37 
N.1] @MIAMI (FLA.) 8-41 
N18 Navy 24-17 
N.25 @STANFORD 20-38 
Jd Lsu* 21-17 
*Citrus Bowl 


2018 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEG 


NOTRE DAME 


FIGHTING IRISH 


QB Brandon Wimbush 


otre Dame coach Brian Kelly 
responded well to the hot seat in 
2017. One year after compiling a 4-8 
record that cast doubt on his future 
in South Bend, the Fighting Irish bounced 
back with a 10-3 record capped by a 21-17 
victory over LSU in the Citrus Bowl. 

The Irish still didn’t force the conversation 
about whether an independent could make 
the College Football Playoff. A 20-19 setback 
to Georgia in September and 41-8 blowout loss 
at Miami eliminated the Irish, and Stanford 
gave Notre Dame a third loss. The Irish 
improved, but Kelly knows heading into his 
ninth season that bigger things are expected. 

Two brilliant coordinator hires led to last 
year’s turnaround. Offensive coordinator 
Chip Long helped craft a rushing 
attack that ranked seventh in the 
FBS with 269.5 rushing yards per 
game. Mike Elko coordinated 
a defense that allowed just 21.5 
points per game. Unfortunately, 
Elko left for the same job at Texas 
A&M in January. 

The challenge for the Irish will 
be replicating that rushing attack with 
the loss of several key pieces. All-America 
offensive linemen Quenton Nelson and Mike 
McGlinchey are gone. Leading rusher Josh 
Adams and top receiver Equanimeous St. 


£ FOOTBALL 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
DT Jerry Tillery 


Tillery could have left for the 2018 NFL 
Draft, but he opted to stay in school and 
will benefit from another year in the Notre 
Dame system. The 6-6, 299-pound senior 
emerged as a force at defensive tackle 
as a junior with 56 tackles, 9.0 tackles for 
loss and 4.5 sacks. He's the key to a deep 
rotation up front. 


Brown left for the NFL, and offensive line 
coach Harry Hiestand took the same 
position with the Chicago Bears. 
The offseason wasn’t without 
drama. The NCAA denied Notre 
Dame’s appeal of a decision to 
vacate 21 victories from 2011-12, 
and the program dismissed 
running backs Deon McIntosh 
and C.J. Holmes, wide receiver 
Kevin Stepherson and defensive 
lineman Brandon Tiassum in January. 

Senior quarterback Brandon Wimbush 
(1,870 yards, 16 TDs, 6 INTs) doesn’t have a 
firm hold on the starting job at quarterback. 
Wimbush led the Irish with 14 rushing TDs, 


KELLY: GERRY BROOME / AP; WIMBUSH: JOHN RAOUX / AP 
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but he sported a 49.5 completion percentage and 
allowed backup Ian Book to get a look in the Citrus 
Bowl. Book took advantage with 164 yards and two TDs, 
but he threw four interceptions on 75 pass attempts. 

The Irish need a more efficient passer, especially in 
big games. In losses to Georgia, Miami and Stanford, 
Wimbush was 41-of-89 (46.1 percent) for 578 yards with 
three touchdowns and four interceptions. Given Kelly’s 
track record with quarterbacks, it’s likely that both 
Wimbush and Book will see meaningful snaps. 

Notre Dame still has capable playmakers. The 
running back tandem of Dexter Williams (360 yards, 

4 TDs) and Tony Jones Jr. (232 yards) should take 
advantage of more opportunities. Chase Claypool, Miles 
Boykin and Michael Young need to be more productive 
at receiver, and Alize Mack is a viable target at tight end 
who should put up better numbers. The offensive line 
still possesses a core of NFL-caliber talent with center 
Sam Mustipher, guard Alex Bars and tackle Tommy 
Kraemer. Jeff Quinn, the head coach at Buffalo from 
2010-14, takes over as the new offensive line coach. 

The defense received a boost when tackle Jerry Tillery 
and linebacker Te’von Coney bypassed this year’s NFL 
Draft to return to school. Coney led the Irish with 116 
tackles and 13 tackles for loss, while Tillery had a team- 
leading 4.5 sacks. Linebacker Drue Tranquill also returns 
for a fifth season after compiling 85 stops and 10.5 
tackles for loss. A deep defensive line could benefit from 
more sacks by ends Daelin Hayes and Khalid Kareem. 
Cornerback Julian Love, who had three interceptions 
and two pick-sixes in 2017, leads the secondary. 

Kelly brought in a recruiting class that ranked No. 10 
in the nation, according to 247Sports.com, so the talent 
hasn’t dropped off in South Bend. To stay in that playoff 
conversation, however, Notre Dame must come up big 
in September at home against Michigan (Sept. 1) and 
Stanford (Sept. 29). Notre Dame also travels to Virginia 
Tech (Oct. 6) before a pivotal final month that features 
Northwestern (Nov. 3), Florida State (Nov. 10) and a trip 
to USC (Nov. 24). A 10-win season won’t come easy, but 
by now Kelly knows that’s part of the job. 


—Bill Bender 
2 SPORTS, 
~ RECRUITING REPORT, 
i On paGee this TOP SIGNEES Wiepeine 


was one of the 
best classes the 
Irish have signed 
since coach Brian 
Kelly has been in South Bend, a 27-player group 
(including 14 four-stars) that checked in at No. 10 
nationally. Top247 safety/linebacker hybrid Shayne 
Simon looks like a future star at the rover position 
in the Irish defense and will be tough to keep off 
the field this year. The strength of this class is on 
defense: Four-star recruits signed up on all three 
levels, with linebacker Jack Lamb and defensive 
tackle Jayson Ademilola likely to be counted on 
right away. All-America quarterback Phil Jurkovec, 
a Pennsylvania state champion who had a senior 
season for the ages, paces the offensive side of the 
ball. 


1 Houston Griffith, 5 4* 
2 Kevin Austin, \" 4% 
3 Phil Jurkovec, 05 4% 


—Steve Wiltfong 


wv RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING : _ 
Brandon Wimbush 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. 1D Avg/6 


2) Wd | 625-6 | 495 | 1870 116) 1558 
RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 


BrandonWimbush 12 141 | 803 | 57 14 669 
URECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


Chase Claypool = 12, «29 «4021139. 2 335 
TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total _ 
Te'von Coney Bj) 3 | 59 16 

“SACKS _ GP No. _Yards 
Jerry Tillery Bi 45 8 

‘INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Julian Love 3 3 | SO 2 


Aw 


DT Jerry Tillery 


‘2017 TEAM STATS 
Bs a 


SCORING 445 279 
Points Per Game 34,2 21.5 
FIRST DOWNS 274 261 
Rushing 145 nd 
Passing 104 132 
Penalty 25 19 
RUSHING YARDAGE 3503 2008 
Yards gained rushing 3762 2301 
Yards lost rushing 259 293 
Rushing Attempts 559 506 
Average Per Rush 63 40 
Average Per Game 269.5 154.5 
TDs Rushing 35 9 
PASSING YARDAGE 2326 2791 
Comp-Att-Int 182-352-10 252-445-10 
Average Per Pass 6.6 6.3 
Average Per Catch 12.8 Nl 
Average Per Game 178.9 214.7 
TDs Passing 20 23 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5829 4799 
Total Plays 911 951 
Average Per Play 6.4 5.0 


Average Per Game 448.4 369.2 
KICK RETURNS: #-YDS 35-712 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 25-156 27-227 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 10-209 10-158 


KICK RETURN AVG, 20.3 22.6 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 6.2 84 
INTRETURN AVG. 20.9 15.8 
FUMBLES-LOST 12-7 15-10 
PENALTIES-YARDS 75-633 85-717 
Average Per Game 48.7 55.2 
PUNTS-YARDS 65-2769 75-3202 
Average Per Punt 42.6 427 
Net punt average 37.9 39.0 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 27:37 32:23 
3RD-DOWN CONV. 84/192 _73/207 
3rd-Down Pct. 44% 35% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 10/18 11/24 
4th-Down Pct. 56% 46% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 24-135 29-14) 
MISC. YARDS 2 0 
TDS SCORED 57 34 
FG-ATTEMPTS 14-18 14-22 
ATTENDANCE 108 288178 
Games/AvgPerGame 543354 5/57636 
Neutral SiteGames~ _7/77622 _1/57726 


NOTRE DAME Mil 136 107 91 O 445 
Opponent 54 79 67 79 O 279 
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\5-YEAR RECORD 
41-23 
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a Tn 


8-5 10-3 4-8 
Oe Poel Pers 


CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 
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2017 


B 


: 
H 


OFFENSE 
QB Brandon Wimbush’ (6-2, 225, Sr.) 
lan Book (6-0, 200, Jr.) 
RB Dexter Williams (5-11, 203, Sr.) 
Tony Jones Jr. (5-1), 220, Jr.) 
LT Robert Hainsey (6-5, 291, So.) 
Aaron Banks (6-6, 320, So.) 
LG JoshLugg (6-7. 308, So.) 
Logan Plantz (6-3, 280, Sr.) 
c Sam Mustipher® (6-3, 304, Sr.) 
Trevor Ruhland (6-4, 295, Sr.) 
RG AlexBars* (6-6, 318, Sr.) 
Dillan Gibbons (6-4, 307, So.) 
RT Tommy Kraemer’ (6-6, 315, Jr) 
Liam Eichenberg (6-6, 303, Jr.) 
TE Alize Mack* (6-5, 244, Sr) 
Cole Kmet (6-5, 255, So.) 
WR Michael Young (5-10, 192, So.) 
Chris Finke (5-10, 179, Sr.) 
WR Miles Boykin (6-4, 227, Sr.) 
_ Javon McKinley (6-2, 215, Jr.) 
WR Chase Claypool* (6-5, 229, Jr.) 
Freddy Canteen (6-0, 192, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE _DaelinHayes* (6-4, 264. Jr.) 
Julian Okwara (6-4, 230, Jr.) 
DT Jonathan Bonner’® (6-4, 293, Sr) 
Myron Tagovailoa-Amosa (6-2, 285, So.) 
DT Jerry Tillery* (6-6, 299, Sr.) 
Kurt Hinish (6-2, 292, So.) 
DE Khalid Kareem (6-4, 270, Jr) 
Adetokunbo Ogundeji (6-4, 251, So.) 
LB Asmar Bilal (6-2, 225, Sr.) 
J. Owusu-Koramoah (6-1, 210, So.) 
LB Te’vonConey’® (6-1, 238, Sr.) 
Jonathan Jones (5-1], 222. Jr.) 
LB Drue Tranquill* (6-2, 255, Sr.) 
D.J. Morgan (6-2, 220, Jr.) 
CB Julian Love* (5-11, 189, Jr.) 
Troy Pride Jr. (5-11, 185, Jr.) 
CB Nick Watkins® (6-1, 205, Sr.) 
Shaun Crawford (5-10, 178, Sr.) 
Ss Nick Coleman® (6-0, 191, Sr.) 
Alohi Gilman (5-10, 200, Jr.) 
s Jordan Genmark-Heath (6-0, 211, So.) 
Nicco Fertitta (5-9, 171, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K — Justin Yoon® (5-10, 194, Sr.) 
P Tyler Newsome*® (6-2, 210, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S INTHE APP STORE 165 


Head coach 
Kalani Sitake 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Kalani Sitake 
Third year (13-13) 
CAREER RECORD: 13-13 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jeff Grimes (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
llaisa Tuiaki (third year) 


STADIUM: LaVell Edwards Stadium 
(63,470) 

TICKETS: 801-422-BYU-1 

SITE: Provo, Utah 

WEBSITE: byucougars.com 
TWITTER: @BYUfootball 


BOWL PROJECTION: 
Hawall Bowl 


»2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1 @ARIZONA 

$.8 California 

S.15 @WISCONSIN 
S.22 McNeese 

$.29 @WASHINGTON 
0.5 Utah State 

0.13 Hawaii 

0.27 Northern Illinois * 
N.3 @BOISE STATE 
N.10 Massachusetts* 
N.17_ New Mexico State 
N.24 @UTAH 


“Foxborough, MA 


»2017 RESULTS 4-9 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
A.26 Portland State 20-6 
S.2  LSU* 0-27 
S.9 Utah 13-19 
S.16 Wisconsin 6-40 
$.29 @UTAH STATE 24-40 
0.6 Boise State 7-24 


0.14 @MISSISSIPPISTATE 10-35 
0.2 @EAST CAROLINA 17-33 


0.28 San Jose State 41-20 
N.4. @FRESNO STATE 13-20 
N11 @UNLV 31-21 
N.18 Massachusetts 10-16 
N.25  @HAWAII 30-20 


“New Orleans, LA 
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COUGARS 


BYU /])\ 


TE Matt Bushman 


in 47 years, third-year coach Kalani Sitake needed to make 

some changes. He started by revamping his offensive staff, 
bringing in four new coaches and parting with a Cougar legend, 
former Heisman Trophy winner Ty Detmer, as the offensive 


[E ollowing a disastrous 4-9 campaign, the worst BYU season 


, coordinator. 


Jeff Grimes, a former Cougars assistant, has been brought in 
from LSU to try to bring some life back to an abysmal offense that 
ranked 118th in the country last year (325.2 yards a game) and 
123rd in scoring (17.1 ppg), very un-BYU-like numbers. 

Grimes’ first task is finding a quarterback after BYU started four 
different players there last year because of injuries and ineffective 
play. The Cougars began with eight quarterbacks at the start of 
spring ball and whittled that in half by the end. Still, going into the 
fall, the job remains up in the air. 

Tanner Mangum would be the logical choice, seeing how he 
has already started 21 games at BYU over the last three seasons. 
However, Mangum tore the Achilles tendon in his right foot late 
last season and may not quite be 100 percent come fall. Even 
when he was healthy last year, he wasn’t nearly as effective as his 
freshman campaign when he passed for twice as many yards. 

Beau Hoge, the son of former Pittsburgh Steeler running back 
Merril Hoge who filled in for Mangum before getting hurt himself, 
could be the guy. Sophomore Joe Critchlow, who saw action last 
year, is another possibility, or perhaps Grimes will decide to go 
with true freshman Zach Wilson, who had a strong spring camp. 

The Cougars’ running game was inconsistent last season, but 
everybody’s back from that group, which could be positive or 
not. Squally Canada was the team’s top rusher last year with 710 
yards and six touchdowns, while Ula Tolutau (303 yards) was 
impressive when he was healthy. 

Tight end Matt Bushman, a Freshman All-American, was the 
Cougars’ top receiver as a freshman with 49 catches and should 
be the main target of whoever wins wins the quarterback job. 
Returning receivers include Aleva Hifo, Micah Simon and Talon 
Shumway. 

Defense has always been a strong suit for Sitake, a former 
defensive coordinator at Utah and Oregon State, and the Cougars’ 
defense has a lot of experience back, including 6-9 former BYU 
basketball player Corbin Kaufusi on the line, Sione Takitaki at 
linebacker and Troy Warner in the backfield. 

While the Cougars should improve their record in 2018, 
it won’t be easy with a schedule that includes four Pac-12 
opponents—California, Arizona, Washington and Utah, the latter 
three on the road—as well as trips to Wisconsin and Boise State. 

—Mike Sorensen 
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» PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

Tanner Mangum’ (6-3, 215, Sr.) 
Brayden El-Bakri* (6-0, 240, Sr) 
Squally Canada (5-11, 210, Sr.) 
Thomas Shoaf* (6-5, 288, Jr) 
Chandon Herring (6-7, 294. So.) 
James Empey (6-4, 290, Fr.) 
Tristen Hoge (6-5, 305, So.) 
Austin Hoyt* (6-8, 305, Sr.) 

Matt Bushman’ (6-5, 240, So) 
Micah Simon (6-1, 192, Jr.) 

Aleva Hifo (5-10, 187, Jr.) 


DEFENSE . 

BE Corbin Kaufusi* (6-9, 280, Sr.) 
NT Khyiris Tonga (6-4, 332, So.) 
DT Tevita Mo’unga (6-3, 340, Jr) 
OE Trajan Pili (6-2, 247. Jr) 
LB 
LB 
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Sione Takitaki* (6-2, 231. Sr.) 
Butch Pau’u® (6-0, 225, Sr) 
Zayne Anderson’ (6-2, 205, Sr) 
CB Chris Wilcox* (6-2, 190, Jr) 
CB Trevion Greene (6-3, 190, Jr.) 
FS Troy Warner* (6-1, 199, Jr.) 
SS Dayan Ghanwoloku® (5-11, 190. Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Rhett Almond* (6-4, 200, Sr.) 
P Rhett Almond’ (6-4, 200, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2a srorrs 
YRECRUITING REPORT 
“TOP SIGNEES Siac 
1 Gunner Romney, \)" 4% 

2 Zach Wilson, 25 3* 

3 Dallin Holker, 1© 3* 


It was a rough 2017 season 
for the BYU offense, so coach 
Kalani Sitake’s staff prioritized 
quarterback and receiver in 
this class and signed excellent 
players at both positions. 

The Cougars flipped in-state 
quarterback Zach Wilson, who 
had been committed to Boise 
State, and then held off a late 
charge by Arizona State to 
sign Chandler (Ariz.) four-star 
receiver Gunner Romney. 

Brigham Young also signed 
several key offensive linemen, 
including in-state standout 
Connor Pay. 

—Brandon Huffman 
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WOOLFOLK: JAY LAPRETE / AP 
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QB Luke Langdon (5-10, 195, Sr.) 
RB Jordan Asberry (5-9, 195, Sr.) 
RB Kell Walker* (5-9, 195, Jr.) 

FB Darnell Woolfolk* (5-9, 235, Sr.) 
LT Mike Johnson (6-3, 280, Jr.) 
LG Peyton Reeder (6-6, 290, So.) 
C Bryce Holland’ (6-2, 295, Sr.) 
RG Jaxson Deaton (6-4, 310, Jr.) 
RT Austin Schuffert (6-2, 285, Sr.) 
TE Quinten Parker (6-1, 250, Sr.) 
WR Kjetil Cline (6-0, 205, Jr) 


DEFENSE 

DE Amadeo West (6-2, 255, Jr.) 

DT Raymond Wright® (6-3, 285, Sr.) 

DT WunmiOyetuga’ (6-4, 275, Sr) 

LB Jacob Covington (6-2, 260, Jr) 
James Nachtigal* (6-0, 235, Sr.) 
Kenneth Brinson’ (6-2, 245, Sr.) 
Cole Christlansen® (6-2, 225, Jr.) 
Elijah Riley (6-0, 205, Jr.) 

CB Mike Reynolds* (5-10, 185, Sr.) 

S  MaxRegan’ (6-2, 200, Sr.) 

S$ James Gibson* (6-1, 220, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Landon Salyers (6-/, 190, So.) 
P = Zach Potter (5-10, 200, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
Bay srarrs. 
NRECRUITING REPORT 
2a 
SITOP SIGNEES , 7‘ 


1 Damir Falson, DE 3* 
2 Cade Barnard, !LS 3% 
3 Kwabena Bonsu, DT 3% 


Back-to-back bowl 
appearances by the Black 
Knights have helped coach Jeff 
Monken's recruiting efforts and 
Army signed eight three-star 
prospects. 

All eight of the three-stars 
are in the defensive front seven, 
with end Damir Faison, inside 
linebacker Cade Barnard, tackle 
Kwabena Bonsu and outside 
linebacker Brandon Mays being 
the most notable. 

—Brandon Huffman 
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FB Darnell Woolfolk} at 


rmy football has enjoyed a rebirth the last two seasons, 
and each win continues to increase the program’s profile. 
The big question heading into the 2018 season is 
whether Army keeps that going. 


Optimism is high at West Point. The Black Knights are coming * 


off a 10-3 season after eight wins in 2016, and fifth-year coach Jeff 
Monken has led the program to back-to-back bowl victories. That 
success is secondary to the consecutive wins against Navy and the 
Commander-in-Chief’s Trophy, which Army earned for the first 
time since 1996 by sweeping Navy and Air Force in 2017. 

The Black Knights led the FBS with 362.3 rushing yards per 
game in 2017, and do-everything team leader Ahmad Bradshaw 
graduated after finishing with an eye-popping 1,746 rushing 
yards and 14 TDs from his quarterback position. Army also must 
replace four starters on the offensive line. Senior quarterback 
Luke Langdon figures to get the first look at quarterback, and the 
offensive line will build around three-year starting center Bryce 
Holland. 

Monken’s team has depth at running back, which should help 
offset the inexperience at quarterback and offensive line a bit. 
Darnell Woolfolk, Andy Davidson, Kell Walker and Jordan Asberry 
all averaged more than 5.0 yards per carry and combined for 25 
rushing touchdowns last season. Army’s triple-option offensive 
philosophy won’t change, but the 5-10, 195-pound Langdon will 
have to prove he’s at least half the threat Bradshaw was in the 
running game. 

Army’s defense returns good experience at linebacker with 
James Nachtigal, who finished with a team-high 103 tackles last 
year, and Cole Christiansen (84 total tackles). Nachtigal and fellow 
senior linebacker Kenneth Brinson combined for nine sacks in 
2017, but the pass rush will need to improve on a defensive front 
that is young. Senior safety Max Regan led the Black Knights with 
two interceptions last year and is the leader of the secondary. 

In early games that will put the young offensive line on the 
spot, Army travels to Duke and Oklahoma in September. A Nov. 3 
meeting with Air Force is the first of three home games before the 
annual season finale against Navy in Philadelphia. Army hasn’t 
won three in a row in the Navy rivalry since a Cees win 
streak from 1992-96. 

—Bill Bender 
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ARMY WEST POINT 


BLACK KNIGHTS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Jeff Monken 
Fifth year (24-26) 
CAREER RECORD: 60-42 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brent Davis (fifth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jay Bateman (fifth year) 


STADIUM: Michie Stadium 
(38,000) 

TICKETS: 877-TIX-ARMY 

SITE: West Point, N.Y. 

WEBSITE: goarmywestpoint.com 
TWITTER: @ArmyWP_Football 


BOWL PROJECTION: 
Frisco Bowl 


» 2018 SCHEDULE 
S.1 @DUKE 

S.8 Liberty 

S.15 Hawaii 

§.22 @OKLAHOMA 
S.29 @BUFFALO 

0.13 @SAN JOSE STATE 
0.20 Miami (Ohio) 

0.27 @EASTERN MICHIGAN 
N.3 Air Force 

N10 Lafayette 

N17 Colgate 

D.8 Navy 


“Philadelphia, PA 


2017 RESULTS 10-3 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
S1 Fordham 64-6 
S.9 Buffalo 21-7 
S.16 @OHIO STATE 7-38 
S.23. @TULANE 17-21 
$.30 UTEP 35-21 
0.7 @RICE 49-12 
0.14 Eastern Michigan 28-27 
0.21 Temple (OT) 31-28 
N.4 @AIR FORCE 21-0 
Nl Duke 21-16 
N.18 @NORTH TEXAS 49-52 
D9 Navy* 14-13 


D.23 San Diego State** 42-35 
*Philadelphia, PA ' 
**Armed Forces Bowl 
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INDEPENDENT 


MASSACHUS: 


MINUTEMEN 


ems UN) 


assachusetts appeared to bottom 
out with an 0-6 start in 2017, but 
coach Mark Whipple rallied his 
team to four wins in its last six games, 
including victories at BYU and over Sun 
Belt champion Appalachian State. 
For a program that has bounced 
between independent status and the 


LIBERTY 
FLAMES 


program in the FCS with six straight 


UW 


Te Gill built the Liberty football 


winning seasons in the Big South 


Conference. 


Now, Liberty is off to the big time. The 
Flames joined the FBS as an independent 
for the 2018 season and become a full 
member with bow! eligibility in 2019. It’s 


7, 


_ NEW MEXICO STATE 


AGGIES 


ew Mexico State 

ie finished 7-6 and made % “ 
a bowl game for the 

: first time in 57 years, and that 

: 26-20 victory in the Arizona Bowl over 


Utah State showed progress under sixth- 


year coach Doug Martin. 


The Aggies’ now venture into 


Mid-American 

Conference since +2018 SCHEDULE 

joining the FBS DATE | OPPONENT 

in 2012, that’s A.25_ Duquesne 

saorneritiin S| _@BOSTON COLLEGE 
rth buildin 5.8 @GA. SOUTHERN 

worth buliding S15 @FLORIDA INTL. 

on. Whipple’s S.22 Charlotte 

second stint with 5.29 @OHIO 

the program—he 0.6 South Florida 

was head coach aoe ee oeconcut 

from 1998-2003— N.3 Liberty 

finally produced NO. BYU* 

some offense N17 @GEORGIA 

during his fourth “Foxborough, MA 

season back in 


Amherst. The Minutemen ranked 47th in 
the FBS with 30.6 points per game and 
scored 40 or more points four times. 

Senior quarterback Andrew Ford led 
the turnaround, starting with a five- 
touchdown game in a 58-50 shootout loss 
to Ohio on Sept. 30. Ford finished with 22 
TDs and four picks. He returns along with 
his top two weapons from last season: 
leading rusher Marquis Young (982 
yards, 9 TDs), a 6-1, 215-pound bruiser, 
and wideout Andy Isabella, who had 65 
catches for 1,020 yards and 10 scores. 

On defense, the Minutemen allowed 
a hefty 31.8 points per game but should 
have more continuity under second-year 
defensive coordinator Ed Pinkham. 
Linebacker Bryton Barr, a graduate 
transfer from FCS Towson, led Pinkham’s 


defense with 105 tackles and had five sacks : 


last season, and still has another year of 
eligibility remaining. Up front, UMass 
must find a replacement for disruptive 
defensive end Da’Sean Downey, who 
registered 20 tackles for loss in 2017. 

This program certainly showed signs of 
life last season and should be improved. 


Bill Bender: 


Ss 
FAST FACTS 


COACH: Mark Whipple (1ith year, 61-62) 
CAREER RECORD: 132-96 

STAFR 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Mark Whipple (fifth year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Ed Pinkham (second year) 

TEAM INFO: 

STADIUM: McGuirk Alumni Stadium (17,000) 
TICKETS: 866-UMASS-TIX 

SITE: Amherst, Mass. 

WEBSITE: umassathletics.com 
TWITTER: @UMassFootball 
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2017RECORD: 4-8 | 


a big step, and 
Gill has proven +2018 SCHEDULE 
he’s the right DATE OPPONENT 
coach to lead that 2 Saat Wor: = 
ays A a, - 
alent, 5.15 Norfolk State 
The Flames $.22 North Texas 
are 41-29 heading 5.29 @NEW MEXICO 
into his seventh 0.6 @NEW MEXICO ST. 
ars aoe He State 
Liberty earned =) @MAassACHUSETTS 
notoriety in the NJO @VIRGINIA 
2017 season N17 @AUBURN 
opener with a N.24 New Mexico State 
48-45 victory 


against Baylor. That set the tone for a 
shootout-heavy year in which the Flames 
averaged 32.5 points per game but 
allowed 30.4 per outing. 

The biggest challenge this fall will 
be adjusting to a schedule with nine 
FBS opponents, 
and that includes 
November trips to 
Auburn and Virginia. 
The schedule also 
features a home- 
and-home with New 
Mexico State. These 
are quirks a new FBS 
program must be 
willing to handle. 

Gill’s offense returns starting 
quarterback Stephen Calvert, who 
finished with 3,363 passing yards, 29 
touchdowns and six interceptions in 
2017. Also, his favorite target, Antonio 
Gandy-Golden (1,066 yards, 10 TDs), 
will join him again. The defense looks to 
improve around lineman Juwan Wells, 
who compiled a team-high 74 tackles last 
season, and cornerback Jeremy Peters, 
who finished with three interceptions. 


—Bill Bender ° 


aaa 
FAST FACTS 


CAREER RECORD: 66-78 


i: STAFF 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
: Joe Dailey (seventh year) 
: DEFENSIVE COORDINA’ 


‘TORS: 
Robert Wimberly (7th year) and Vantz Singletary (7th year) 


! STADIUM: Williams Stadium (19,200) 
| TICKETS: 434-582-7328 


SITE: Lynchburg, Va. 


: WEBSITE: liberty.edu/flames 
} TWITTER: @LibertyFootball 


2017RECORD:6-5 - 
: COACH: Turner Gill (Seventh year, 41-29) 


_ independent 

: territory again +2018 SCHEDULE 
__after exiting the 
> Sun Belt. New A.25 Wyoming 

: F A.30 @MINNESOTA 

i Mexico State 5.8 @UTAH STATE 

3 will still play S15 New Mexico 

_ afew Sun Belt 5.22 @UTEP 

: opponents, but 0.6 Liberty 
 thenewschedule ©13 @LOUISIANA 

3 : .20 Georgia Southern 
_ features justfive = 957 @TExas STATE 

_ home games. N.3_ Alcorn State 

/ The Aggies N17 @BYU 

' will face those N24 @LIBERTY 

: challenges 


' without their three biggest playmakers 


from last season. Quarterback Tyler Rogers 


: is gone, and Nick Jeanty figures to get the 


first shot to replace him despite having 


: limited game experience. Jeanty did 


complete 48 of 72 passes last season, good 
for 66.7 percent. Tailback Larry Rose III 
finished his career in Las Cruces with the 
third-most rushing yards in school history, 


and wide receiver Jaleel Scott had 1,079 
' receiving yards and nine TDs. 


Jason Huntley is a good option to 
replace Rose after averaging 6.0 yards 
per carry while gaining 420 yards as his 


' backup last season, but a group of young 


receivers will need to step up to fill the 


void left by Scott. 


On defense, the Aggies allowed 29.7 


points per game in 2017. Former Boston 
' College head coach Frank Spaziani 


needs to improve that in his third year as 


» NMSU’s defensive coordinator. Linebacker 
* Terrill Hanks, who totaled 111 tackles 

» and seven sacks last season, is the top 

* returning playmaker on the unit. 


It’s a group that should compete for 


- another bowl bid provided it meets the 
- challenges of an independent schedule. 


—Bill Bender 


FAST FACTS 


2017 RECORD: 7-6 


COACH: Doug Martin (Sixth year, 17-44) 
: CAREER RECORD: 46-97 

: STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


Doug Martin (sixth year) 


: DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


Frank Spaziani (third year) 


STADIUM: Aggie Memorial Stadium (28,853) 
TICKETS: 575-646-1420 

SITE: Las Cruces, N.M. 
WEBSITE: nmstatesports.com 
TWITTER: @NMStateFootball 


(Beat Utah State in 
the Arizona Bowl, 
26-20) 
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Street & Smith’s Yearbooks are available for all iOS devices. Now you can read 
the magazines, watch videos and share your favorite content from your iPad, 
iPhone or iPod Touch. 
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NCAA FCS 2018 PREVIEW 


RESTORING ORDER 


There was a hiccup in 2016, but dynastic North Dakota State has 
now won six of the last seven FCS titles. 


wes. 


DIVISION 1. 


} 


» PRESEASON TOP 25 


» North Dakota State 
© James Madison 

© South Dakota State 
© Kennesaw State 

© Jacksonville State 
© Sam Houston State 
© Weber State 

© Delaware 

© Elon 

© Samford 

© Northern lowa 

© New Hampshire 

© McNeese 

© Eastern Washington 
© North Carolina A&T 
© Northern Arizona 
© Furman 

© South Dakota 

© Sacramento State 
© Villanova 

© Wofford 

~ Austin Peay 

© Mlinois State 

© Richmond 

© Nicholls 


» ALL-AMERICA TEAM 
OFFENSE 


QB __DeviinHodges, Samford, Sr. ; 

RB Marquell Cartwright, North Carolina A&q, Sr. 
RB_ Dominick Bragalone, Lehigh, Sr. 

OL losua Opeta, Weber State, Sr. 

OL Daniel Cooney, San Diego, Sr. 

OL ZachLarsen, Southern Utah, Jr. 

OL Tanner Volson, North Dakota State, Sr. 
OL Mitchell Watanabe, Sam Houston St., Sr. 
TE Lawayne Ross, McNeese, Jr. 

WR Keelan Doss, UC Davis, Sr. 

WR _ Neil O’Connor, New Hampshire, Sr. 


DEFENSE 

DL _ Jaison Williams, Austin Peay, Jr. 

DL Greg Menard, North Dakota State, Sr. 
DL Andrew Clyde, Richmond, Sr. 

DL Ahmad Gooden, Samford, Sr. 

LB Christian Rozeboom, South Dakota St., Jr. 
LB Warren Messer, Elon, Sr. 

LB De’Arius Christmas, Grambling State, Sr. 
DB Rashad Robinson, James Madison, Sr. 
DB Robbie Grimsley, North Dakota State, Sr. 
DB MarlonBridges, Jacksonville State, Jr. 
DB Mister Harriel, Sacramento State, Sr. 


SPECIALISTS 

K Trey Tuttle, Weber State, So. 

P Alex Pechin, Bucknell, Sr. 

RET Juwan Petit-Frere, SE Louisiana, Jr. 


$e 
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BY RANDY REINHARDT | S/oomington (///_) Pantagraph 


or those in and around Fargo, 

order was restored to the FCS 

national landscape last season. 

For the rest of the FCS, 

discovering a method to dislodge 

North Dakota State from its 
championship throne is once again 
an item on the to-do list. The Bison 
had claimed a record-setting five 
consecutive FCS national crowns 
from 2011-15 before being upended by 
eventual champion James Madison in 
the 2016 semifinals. 

North Dakota State returned the favor 
last season by defeating the Dukes, 
17-13, for an astounding sixth national 
championship in seven years. 

The Bison don’t figure to clear a 
path for a new champion without 
considerable resistance. Quarterback 
Easton Stick returns for his senior season 
and will continue to utilize workhorse 
running backs Bruce Anderson and 
Lance Dunn in the program’s trademark 
power-rushing attack. End Greg Menard, 
linebacker Jabril Cox and strong safety 
Robbie Grimsley give North Dakota 
State a star at each level of its defense. 
Menard is a two-time All-American who 
sat out last season because of injury. 

Holding an eye-popping 28-2 record 
over the past two seasons, James 
Madison isn’t likely to wither away 
despite significant graduation losses. 
The Dukes’ stable of running backs is 
also deep and accomplished, especially 
since Cardon Johnson (2,088 career 
rushing yards) was granted a sixth 
year of eligibility. James Madison has 
addressed needs on the defensive line 
and at quarterback with FBS transfers, 
including ex-Pittsburgh QB Ben DiNucci. 

Fresh off its first national semifinal 
appearance, South Dakota State has to 
replace two pass-catching NFL prospects 
in tight end Dallas Goedert and wide 
receiver Jake Wieneke. The return 
of multitalented quarterback Taryn 
Christion, however, cures a lot of ills. 

In just its third season in the FCS, 


Kennesaw State rose to the top of the 
Big South Conference last year and 
zoomed to the NCAA quarterfinals. 
Quarterback Chandler Burks 
orchestrates the Owls’ triple option. 

Jacksonville State has been a playoff 
fixture thanks to four straight unbeaten 
seasons in Ohio Valley Conference 
play. The Gamecocks were stung by 
graduation but should be formidable 
again with players like quarterback 
Bryant Horn and defensive back Marlon 
Bridges returning. 

Sam Houston State will certainly 
miss two-time Walter Payton Award- 
winning quarterback Jeremiah Briscoe. 
However, the new Bearkats QB will 
have Davion Davis and Nathan Stewart 
to target. The pair combined for 150 
receptions, 2,854 receiving yards and 31 
touchdowns last season. 

While the rest of the Missouri Valley 
Football Conference and Colonial 
Athletic Association are chasing North 
Dakota State and James Madison, 
respectively, both power conferences 
are deep in potential playoff teams. 

Northern Iowa, South Dakota and 
Illinois State should contend in the 
MVFC. The CAA is similarly stacked 
with Delaware, New Hampshire and 
Elon nipping at James Madison’s heels. 

The Southern Conference appears 
to have an upper echelon of Samford, 
Furman and Wofford. 

The Big Sky Conference will again 
be the home of offensive fireworks, 
with potent quarterbacks like Northern 
Arizona’s Case Cookus and Eastern 
Washington’s Gage Gubrud throwing to 
record-setting receivers like UC Davis’ 
Keelan Doss (115 catches, 1,499 yards). 

The FCS gains two programs this 
season. A founding member of the Big 
Sky that moved up from the division 
in 1995, Idaho will return to the FCS 
ranks. North Alabama elevates from 
Division 2 to FCS and will initially be 
an independent en route to conference 
membership in the Big South. 
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WEBER STATE 
POISED 10 MAKE 
ANOTHER DEEP 
PLAYOFF RUN 


BY MIKE SORENSEN 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


The expansive Big Sky 
Conference features 13 schools in 
eight Western states, but it was 
the two Utah teams, right in the 
middle, that ended up at the top 
of the standings last year. 

Weber State and Southern 
Utah broke away from a highly 
competitive race at the top 
to finish in a tie for first with 
7-1 records, a game ahead of 
three other schools. Both went 
on to the FCS playoffs, where 
the Wildcats were beaten 
ona last-minute field goal in 
the quarterfinals by eventual 
runner-up James Madison and the 
Thunderbirds were eliminated by 
Weber in the previous round. 

This season, the largest league 
in the FCS will lose a school 
in North Dakota—the Fighting 
Hawks are headed to the Missouri 
Valley Conference—but will regain 
a member in Idaho, which was an 
original Big Sky member in 1963 
before leaving for the Big West 
in 1996. 


Coming off its best season 
ever—a final No. 5 ranking 
after a close quarterfinal loss 
in the FCS playoffs—Weber 
State (11-3, 7-1 Big Sky) will be 
challenged to match last year’s 
accomplishments. Still, coach Jay 
Hill believes his team, with several 
players back from the league's 
top defense—not to mention the 
top-ranked overall special-teams 
unit in the country—will be ready 
for another run to the playoffs. 
Returning are five first-team 
all-league players: fullback Brady 
May, offensive lineman losua 
Opeta, wide receiver Rashid 
Shaheed, linebacker LeGrand Toia 
and placekicker Trey Tuttle. 

(7-4, 

6-2) has been the most consistent 
team in the Big Sky over the past 
two decades with 20 winning 
seasons in 22 years, but missing 


‘ PREDICTIONS 


© Weber State 

© Eastern Washington 
© Northern Arizona 
© Sacramento State 
© Southern Utah 

© Montana 

© Montana State 

© Idaho 

© uC Davis 

© Idaho State 

© Cal Poly 

© Northern Colorado 
© Portland State 


-) TOP NFL PROSPECT 


‘Keelan Doss: 
WR, UC Davis 

The Big Sky Offensive 
Player of the Year and Walter 
Payton Award finalist in 
2017 has the size (6-3, 206 
pounds), speed and hands to 
make it at the next level. Last 
year, Doss led the FCS with 
115 catches and was second 
in receiving yards with 1,499. 
His coach, Dan Hawkins, says, 
“I've never had a guy that has 
this size, this speed and this 
physical ability, and with all 
the intangibles.” 


the playoffs last year was not 

the norm for the Eagles. With 17 
starters returning, including two- 
year starting quarterback Gage 
Gubrud and All-Big Sky running 
back Antoine Custer Jr., EWU 
should be poised to make another 
run at a league title in 2018. Other 
top returnees are defensive backs 
Josh Lewis and Mitch Fettig, who 
led the team with 92 tackles. 

(7-5, 6-2) 
made the FCS playoffs last year 
and returns 16 starters, including 
All-America quarterback candidate 
Case Cookus, who threw for 3,413 
yards with 22 touchdowns and just 
six interceptions last year. Senior 
Emmanuel Butler, who had to sit 
out most of last season with a 
shoulder injury, is back with career 
totals of 2,541 receiving yards and 
26 touchdowns. Also returning are 
the top two rushers, running backs 
Cory Young and Joe Logan, as well 


as two of the top three returning 
tacklers in senior safeties Kam’ron 
Johnson and Wes Sutton. 

(7-4, 6-2) 
coach Jody Sears shared honors 
for Big Sky Coach of the Year in 
2017 after leading his team to the 
brink of the FCS playoffs despite 
being picked 12th in preseason 
polls. A strong running attack, 
led by tailback Bryant Perkinson, 
helped the Hornets average 37.6 
points per game, fifth best in 
the FCS. Kevin Thomson, who 
passed for 17 touchdowns and ran 
for nine, returns at quarterback, 
along with big-play receiver 
Andre Lindsey. Two first-team 
All-Big Sky players—end George 
Obinna and safety Mister Harriel— 
are back to lead the defense. 

(9-3, 7-1) 
came out of nowhere last season 
after being picked to finish in 
the middle of the pack to earn a 
co-championship and first-round 
bye in the FCS playoffs. That 
earned coach Demario Warren 
an extended contract that runs 
through the 2022 season. But the 
Thunderbirds will be hard-pressed 
to repeat as champions after 
losing most of their top defensive 
players from last year and some 
key offensive contributors. Top 
returnees include running backs 
James Felila and Jay Green Jr., 
wide receiver Landen Measom, 
tight end Logan Parker and 
linebacker Chinedu Ahanonu. 

After dominating the league 
for years and then falling back, 
Montana (7-4, 5-3) could 
challenge for a title, returning 
most of its top offensive players, 
including QB Gresch Jensen. He 
was forced into action after three 
games because of an injury to the 
starter, and became a finalist for 
the nation’s top freshman award 
after passing for 2,531 yards. The 
Grizzlies also return top running 
back Jeremy Calhoun, defensive 
end Chris Favoroso (6.0 sacks) 
and all-league linebacker Josh 
Buss (94 tackles). 

With Chris Murray starting at 
quarterback for the third straight 
season, Montana State (5-6, 5-3) 
could move up in the standings. 
Murray led the Bobcats in rushing 
with 1,124 yards while throwing 
for 1,597 yards and 15 touchdowns 
last year. Four starters return 
on the offensive line. Troy 
Andersen, who was named Big 
Sky Freshman of the Year after 


gaining 515 yards in 2017 as a 
running back, has been moved 
to linebacker after playing some 
defense last season to give that 
unit a playmaker. 

It's hard to figure how Idaho 
(4-8, 3-5 Sun Belt) will fit in as it 
plays in the Big Sky for the first 
time in more than two decades. 
The Vandals won three bowl 
games in 22 seasons at the FBS 
level, but decided to return to 
their roots after seven seasons in 
the far-flung Sun Belt Conference. 
Coach Paul Petrino lost his top 
skill players on offense but has a 
good nucleus on defense. 

UC Davis (5-6, 3-5) returns the 
Big Sky Offensive Player of the 
Year and Walter Payton Award 
finalist in receiver Keelan Doss, 
plus quarterback Jake Maier, 
who completed 68.6 percent of 
his passes for 3,669 yards and 
26 touchdowns last season. The 
defense will be led by linebacker 
Nas Anesi (65 tackles) and 
lineman Terrell Cloud (5.0 sacks). 

(4-7, 2-6) 
second-year coach Rob Phenicie 
matched the Bengals’ win total of 
the previous two years with four 
victories in 2017 and expects to 
improve even more with several 
returners at the skill positions. 
Those players include Tanner 
Gueller, a three-year starter at 
quarterback who passed for 2,754 
yards and 22 touchdowns last 
season, plus top receiver Michael 
Dean (52 catches) and rusher 
James Madison (933 yards). 

Cal Poly (1-10, 1-7) struggled 
mightily after fullback Joe 
Protheroe went down with a knee 
injury in the second game last 
season—he rushed for 1,334 yards 
and 13 TDs in 2016—but he'll be 
back this year. Khaleel Jenkins 
split time at quarterback in 2017 
and ended up as the team’s 
second-leading rusher. Safety 
Kitu Humphrey (48 tackles, 2 
INTs) leads the defense. 

(3-7, 2-6) 
returns a couple of players who 
earned all-league honors last year 
in defensive end Keifer Morris (9.0 
sacks) and wide receiver Alex 
Wesley, who caught 55 passes for 
1,010 yards. 

Portland State (0-1), 0-8) 
will count on linebacker Kasun 
Jackett, who led the team with 
91 tackles last year, and 6-2, 
230-pound bruiser Jason Talley at 
running back. 
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KENNESAW WONT 
ONEAK UPON 
ANYONE THIS YEAR 


BY PATRICK STEVENS 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


Change is the only constant 
in the Big South’s football 
configuration, though Kennesaw 
State hopes to do everything it 
can to make its presence atop the 
league a sign of stability. 

Only half of the league's six 
members from just five years 
ago remain. Coastal Carolina 
and Liberty have moved up to 
the FBS, while VMI departed for 
the Southern Conference. More 
movement looms as Presbyterian 
announced last year it would 
move to non-scholarship football; 
the Blue Hose’s final season of Big 
South football is 2019. 

However, there's also 
a pending influx of teams. 
Campbell, a Big South member 
in other sports, moves its football 
over from the Pioneer League to 
a more geographically friendly 
setup this fall. Hampton (from the 
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference) 
and North Alabama (up from 
Division 2) begin Big South play 
next year. 

The new-look league can 
already count on Kennesaw State 
to serve as an anchor program. 
The Owls are in just their fourth 
year of fielding a team, but 
advanced to the FCS quarterfinals 
last year and figure to be one of 
the top teams in the nation thanks 
to a veteran-laden roster with 
stars on both sides of the ball. 


Even with Monmouth coming 
off a playoff appearance of its 
own and Charleston Southern 
in line for something of a 
bounceback season, Kennesaw 
State (12-2, 5-0 Big South) 
seems like the clear choice to 
claim a second consecutive 
conference title and make another 
deep run in December. 

Chandler Burks was the first 
football player the Owls ever 
signed. Now, the Big South's 
Offensive Player of the Year in 
2017 enters his senior season 
as the KSU quarterback. Burks 
rushed for a league-best 1,103 
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yards and 18 touchdowns last 
year to key the school’s first 
conference championship. 

While Burks will run coach 
Brian Bohannon’s triple-option 
scheme with precision, Kennesaw 
also presents problems with its 
defense. The Owls led the Big 
South in scoring defense, rushing 
defense and total defense last 
year, and linebacker Bryson 
Armstrong will be a central figure 
on that side of the ball. Armstrong 
won the Jerry Rice Award as the 
top freshman in the FCS last year, 
collecting 114 tackles (12.5 for 
loss) and a league-record 11 sacks. 

Monmouth (9-3, 4-1) more 
than doubled its victory total 
last season, but it also closed out 
the year with blowout losses to 
Kennesaw State in the regular- 
season finale and Northern lowa 
in the FCS playoffs. While the 
Hawks lose some significant 
pieces, including All-America 
safety Mike Basile, there’s enough 
back for Monmouth to make 
another push for a playoff berth. 

Sophomore Pete Guerriero 
quickly established himself as 
one of the top running backs 
in the Big South last year, 
rushing for 1,061 yards and nine 
touchdowns while rolling up six 
yards per carry. Also returning 
is quarterback Kenji Bahar, who 
completed 61.9 percent of his 
passes in his first year as a starter 
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\ PREDICTIONS 
© Kennesaw State 

© Monmouth 

© Charleston Southern 

© Campbell 

© Gardner-Webb 

© Presbyterian 


but also threw 13 interceptions. 

The Hawks averaged a league- 

best 32.8 points and should 

again lean on their offense, 

which includes the league's top 

returning receiver in Reggie 

White Jr. (74 catches, 874 yards, 

8 TDs in 2017). 

After winning 35 games 

in the previous four seasons, 

(6-5, 3-2) 


Charleston Southern 
slipped back to the middle of 


the Big South in 2017. But the 
record was a bit deceiving; the 
Buccaneers were shut out at both 
Mississippi State and Indiana 
and allowed just 15.8 points per 
contest in their other nine games. 
Unsurprisingly, defense should 
again be a strength in coach Mark 
Tucker’s second season. Look for 
senior linebacker Solomon Brown 
(58 tackles, 8.0 tackles for loss, 
3.5 sacks) to be in the mix for an 
all-conference nod for the fourth 
year in a row. The Buccaneers’ 
growth on offense is likely to 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 


'Bryson Armstrong LB, Kennesaw State 


It was a stellar debut season for Armstrong, who was the Big 
South’s co-Freshman of the Year and the first defensive player to 
win the Jerry Rice Award as the top freshman in the FCS. The 5-11, 
201-pound sophomore from Marietta, Ga,, should only get better as 


his college career progresses. 
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mirror its quarterback play; junior 
London Johnson and freshman 
Jack Chambers vie for that job. 

Campbell (6-5, 5-3 Pioneer 
League) enters the Big South 
at a peak for the decade-old 
program. The Camels matched 
the school record for overall 
victories and conference wins 
last season, and now makes the 
step up from the nonscholarship 
Pioneer League. 

One strong reason for 
encouragement was the play 
of quarterback Daniel Smith, 
the Pioneer League's Offensive 
Freshman of the Year. Smith 
rushed for 1,272 yards—more than 
any other FCS quarterback—and 
averaged 9.1] yards per carry. He 
was hardly a one-dimensional 
weapon, also throwing for 1,889 
yards and 18 TDs. 

Gardner-Webb (1-10, 0-5 Big 
South) is eager to turn the page 
after an ugly 2017 that saw the 
Runnin’ Bulldogs average just 16.1 
points per game. Gardner-Webb 
is likely to turn to one of two 
redshirt freshmen—Jaylen Myers 
or Jordan Smith—to take over 
a passing game that completed 
just 47.1 percent of its attempts 
last season. Nose guard Josh 
Ramseur, who made 50 tackles 
last season, is the lone returning 
all-conference honoree and will 
lead the defense. 

The decision to drop 
scholarships is already proving 
costly to Presbyterian (4-7, 1-4). 
The Blue Hose's two first-team 
All-Big South selections opted 
to transfer to FBS schools, with 
cornerback Rock Ya-Sin heading 
to Temple and tailback Torrance 
Marable moving on to Coastal 
Carolina after a 1,038-yard 
rushing campaign as a freshman. 

Presbyterian will look for 
strength in numbers after signing 
a recruiting class of 40 players. 

Hampton (6-5, 5-3 MEAC) 
welcomes a new head coach, 
Robert Prunty, who spent part 
of his playing career at the 
Tidewater area school in Virginia 
during the 1980s. 

(5-5 in 
Division 2), which will play a 
partial FCS schedule this fall that 
includes a Sept. 29 trip to future 
league opponent Campbell, 
must rely on a defense led by 
linebacker Joshua Amanfo and 
safety Chris Johnson that yielded 
just 17.5 points per game in 2017. 
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DOMINANT DUKES 
NOT UP FOR FES 
PROMOTION YET 


BY JOHN O’CONNOR 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 


James Madison made 12 FCS 
playoff appearances and won a 
national championship (2004) 
before Mike Houston was hired as 
the Dukes’ coach in January 2016. 

In Houston's first year, JMU 
went 14-1 and won the FCS 
championship, knocking off 
perennial power North Dakota 
State in the semifinals. The Dukes 
topped Houston's opening act by 
becoming the first CAA team to go 
undefeated in the regular season 
since 1997, and again advanced to 
the title game before falling 17-13 
to the Bison. 

While they may make a move 
to the FBS should an attractive 
league affiliation be presented, the 
Dukes seem to like their current 
neighborhood just fine. 


(14-1, 8-0 
CAA) lost 13 starters from last 
season's national runner-up 
but has a lot back. The primary 
concern is replacing quarterback 
Bryan Schor, a two-year starter 
who helped the Dukes to the 2016 
national title. The battle includes 
junior Cole Johnson, freshman 
Gage Moloney and junior Ben 
DiNucci, who made six starts for 
Pittsburgh last season. The Dukes’ 
running game, already strong 
with seniors Marcus Marshall (850 
yards) and Trai Sharp (759), got 
a boost when Cardon Johnson 
returned as a graduate student 
this season. 

Junior Riley Stapleton (615 
receiving yards) and senior David 
Eldridge (533) help make JMU’s 
passing game go, and limiting 
opponents’ air attacks are senior 
cornerbacks Jimmy Moreland 
(8 INTs) and Rashad Robinson 
(7). JMU's defense allowed 11.1 
points per game (No. 1in FCS) 
and brings back standout end 
Darrious Carter. 

In each of the last three years, 
Delaware (7-4, 5-3) ranked last 
among CAA teams in passing. Joe 
Walker and J.P. Caruso struggled 
while splitting time last year, but 
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© New Hampshire 
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© Richmond 

© Stony Brook 
© Towson 

© William & Mary 
© Maine 

© Albany 

© Rhode Island 


“TOP NFL PROSPECT 


Darrious Carter 
DE, James Madison 

Carter spent two years at 
Virginia before transferring. 
At 6-5 and 235 pounds, he is 
an uncommon athlete. Carter 
was a 1,000-yard receiver 
who also had 15 sacks as a 
senior at Indiana (Pa.) High. 
He was a 960-point scorer 
in his basketball career and 
triple-jumped 45-6. 


the Blue Hens may have found an 
answer in Darius Wade, a mobile 
lefty who transferred from Boston 
College for his final season. 

Tailback Kani Kane and tight 
end Charles Scarff, a Rutgers 
transfer, are the offensive leaders, 
with safety Nasir Adderley (5 
INTs) and linebacker Troy Reeder 
leading the defense. 

In coach Curt Cignetti’s first 
season, Elon (8-4, 6-2) was one 
of the country's most improved 
teams after going 2-9 in 2016. The 
Phoenix returned to the Top 25 
for the first time since 2010 while 
advancing to the FCS playoffs for 
the first time since 2009. 

Eighteen starters return 
from a group led by sophomore 
quarterback Davis Cheek, last 
season's CAA Offensive Rookie 
of the Year. Cheek passed for 
202.6 yards per game with 15 
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TDs and eight INTs. Also back is 
senior linebacker Warren Messer, 
who finished third in the CAA in 
tackles and had 5.5 sacks. 

New Hampshire (9-5, 5-3) 
has earned an FCS playoff bid 
for 14 consecutive seasons, the 
longest active streak in the nation, 
and should contend again with 
quarterback Trevor Knight and 
receiver Neil O'Connor. Knight, 
who had 3,433 passing yards (26 
TDs, 10 INTs) is the league's top 
returning QB, and O’Connor is the 
league's top returning receiver 
(97 catches, 1,396 yards). 

The defense is led by junior 
linebacker Quinlen Dean (11.5 
tackles for loss) and junior 
cornerbacks Prince Smith Jr. 
and Isiah Perkins (5 INTs). The 
Wildcats’ pass rush will again 
be a strength behind senior end 
Jae'Wuan Horton (8.5 sacks). 

Villanova (5-6, 3-5) was 
looking like a potential playoff 
team until QB Zach Bednarcezyk 
was lost for the season with a 
knee injury in the fifth game. 

The Wildcats struggled while 
replacing him with freshmen, 
Villanova started 4-2 but closed 
with a 1-5 stretch during which it 
averaged 14.5 points. Bednarczyk, 
a dual-threat senior, is back to go 
with one of the league’s strongest 
defenses, which allowed 16.1 
points and just 76 rushing yards a 
game last season. 

In coach Russ Huesman’s 
debut, Richmond (6-5, 4-4) 
missed the playoffs for the first 
time in four years. The Spiders will 
be back in the hunt if junior QB 
Kevin Johnson gets the job done. 
He succeeds Kyle Lauletta, the 
leading passer in school history. 
Johnson led Richmond to a pair 
of playoff wins in 2016 before 
redshirting last year. He'll have 
four quality targets in Cortrelle 
Simpson (1,019 receiving yards), 
Dejon Brissett (896), Tyler Wilkins 
(876) and Jarmal Bevels. 

Big things will continue to be 
expected from linebacker Justin 
Rubin (92 tackles) and lineman 
Andrew Clyde (9.0 sacks). 

Stony Brook (10-3, 7-1) made 
its first playoff appearance since 
2012 in part by winning close 
games, including five by eight or 
fewer points. 

Coach Chuck Priore's program 
is in good shape with senior QB 
Joe Carbone (23 TDs) anda 
pair of rugged senior runners in 


Donald Liotine (711 rushing yards) 
and Jordan Gowins (418). 

Senior linebackers Noah 
McGinty and Shayne Lawless (8.0 
sacks) are the leaders on defense. 

Towson (5-6, 3-5) lost starting 
quarterback Morgan Mahalak 
and running back Shane Simpson 
to injuries in the season opener 
and failed to score more than 
18 points in any of its first eight 
games. Simpson returns, along 
with sophomore quarterback 
Ryan Stover, who went through 
an inconsistent rookie campaign 
(11 TDs, 13 INTs). 

On offense, Towson will throw 
to junior Jabari Greenwood, 
who had 616 receiving yards. 
The defense will rely on senior 
linebacker Diondre Wallace (90 
tackles), 

William & Mary (2-9, 0-8) 
looks to rebound on offense 
after the Tribe averaged just 15.0 
points per game, last in the CAA. 

Two of the three quarterbacks 
who played last season in 
sophomore Shon Mitchell and 
junior Brandon Battle return. 
There’s hope for the running 
game with junior tailback Albert 
Funderburke and sophomore 
tailback Nate Evans. 

Third-year Maine (4-6, 3-5) 
coach Joe Harasymiak needs 
more offensive help from 
sophomore QB Chris Ferguson. 

The Black Bears could have 
one of the league's strongest 
defenses, with linebackers 
Sterling Sheffield and Jaron 
Grayer, lineman Kayon Whitaker 
(8.5 sacks) and cornerback Manny 
Patterson, who led the CAA with 
17 pass breakups. 

Albany (4-7, 2-6) is banking 
on the healthy return of RB Elijah 
Ibitokun-Hanks, who rushed for 
1,401 yards in 2016. He missed 
last season after suffering a knee 
injury in the third game. 

The Great Danes need a boost 
after finishing last in the league 
in rushing without him (86.9 
ypg). Improvement from QB Will 
Brunson (9 TDs, 10 INTs) is also 
imperative. 

Rhode Island (3-8, 2-6) lost 
three games by three or fewer 
points in 2017 and may be set to 
rise in the standings if it can trim 
down on the CAA-worst 27.3 
points per game allowed. Coach 
Jim Fleming brought in seven 
transfers and most are defensive 
players. 
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VALE-HARVARD 
AT FENWAY PARK 
WILL HIGHLIGHT 
WY SEASON 


BY J.P. PELZMAN 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


Some change is coming this 
year to the “Ancient Eight,” as the 
season-ending weekend has been 
shaken up. The league finale now 
will feature regional rivalries, with 
Columbia hosting Cornell, Brown 
at Dartmouth and Pennsylvania 
visiting Princeton this year. 

Of course, the most storied 
Ivy League rivalry of all will be 
played as always on the season's 
final day—although there will be a 
twist. Yale and Harvard will meet 
at historic Fenway Park in the 
135th edition of The Game. The 
Bulldogs finished atop the league 
last season for the first time since 
2006, winning their first outright 
Ivy title since 1980. 


Yale (9-1, 6-1 Ivy) returns 
57 letterwinners, including 10 
starters. Among the returnees is 
running back Zane Dudek, who 
was the Ivy League's Rookie of 
the Year in 2017. He ran for 1,133 
yards, 15 touchdowns and 7.1 
yards per carry. Quarterback Kurt 
Rawlings (19 TDs, 6 INTs) will be 
working with a new coordinator 
after the departure of Joe Conlin 
to become Fordham’s head 
coach. However, the transition 
should be smooth given that 
successor Kevin Cahill was 
quarterbacks coach and passing- 
game coordinator. Guard Dieter 
Eiselen is a stalwart. 

The Bulldogs allowed a league- 
low 15.6 points per game in 2017 
and again should be formidable 
on defense. Ends Kyle Mullen 
and Charles Callender will key 
the line and cornerback Malcolm 
Dixon is a standout. Punter Alex 
Galland led the league in 2017 
with 25 punts placed inside the 
opponents’ 20-yard line. 

The top priority for Princeton 
(5-5, 2-5), which ended 2017 on 
a four-game skid, is to replace 
QB Chad Kanoff, last season's Ivy 
League Player of the Year. It will 


likely be a four-way competition 
among Kevin Davidson, Zachary 
Keller, Cole Smith and John Tracy. 
Elsewhere on offense, the line 
must replace three starters, but 
senior running back Charlie Volker 
(14 TDs) and wideouts Jesper 
Horsted (92 receptions, 14 TDs) 
and Stephen Carlson (71, 11) return 
as solid weapons. 

Princeton’s defensive line was 
decimated last year when 10 
players suffered season-ending 
injuries. The top returnee in the 
secondary is cornerback CJ Wall 
(3 INTs). Four of Princeton's losses 
were by four points or fewer. 

Last season was a 
breakthrough for Columbia 
(8-2, 5-2), which finished with 
its best record in 21 years. The 
Lions bring back 15 starters, eight 
on offense. The offensive line 
returns four starters, including 
right tackle Markham Paukune. 
First-team All-lvy wide receiver 
Josh Wainwright (78 receptions, 
school-record 1,001 yards, 8 TDs) 
is back. The biggest question is 
at quarterback, where returnees 
Ryan Suitt and Josh Bean are 
among several vying to start. 

Key returnees on defense 
include linebackers Michael 
Murphy, Sean White and Jalen 
Williams as well as Landon 
Baty, Ryan Gilbert and Benjamin 
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‘Larry Allen Ill RG, Harvard 
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McKeighan in the secondary. 
(6-4, 4-3) 
slipped to fourth in 2017 after 
sharing the title the two previous 
seasons. The Quakers return 
16 starters, including seven 
on offense. Quarterback Nick 
Robinson will be pushed for the 
starting job by Ryan Glover. 
The offensive line should be 
anchored by veterans Tommy 
Dennis and Greg Begnoche. Penn 
must replace the production of 
All-America wide receiver Justin 
Watson. 

Defensively, all four starters 
at linebacker return, including 
Nick Miller (104 tackles). The line 
has several players with starting 
experience but must replace 
first-team All-lvy selection Louis 
Vecchio, who left for Vanderbilt 
as a graduate transfer. 


Allen sat out 2017 for undisclosed reasons, but the 6-4, 
285-pounder was a first-team All-lvy selection in 2016 and is the son 
of former NFL star Larry Allen Jr., a 10-time Pro Bowler for the Dallas 
Cowboys. The younger Allen excels as a pulling guard and could 
improve his stock with a big senior season. 


Harvard (5-5, 3-4) finished 
with a losing conference record 
last season for the first time since 
1999. Fourteen starters are back 
for the Crimson, including eight 
on offense. Quarterback Jake 
Smith figures to be throwing 
often to senior wide receiver 
Justice Shelton-Mosley (124 
career receptions). Running back 
Charlie Booker III (733 yards, 

5.2 per carry) leads the ground 
attack. Defensively, four of the 
Crimson’s five leading tacklers 
graduated, but there are plenty 
of experienced players back, 
including end DJ Bailey and 
linebackers Charlie Walker and 
Anthony Camargo. 

Dartmouth (8-2, 5-2) 
returns 10 starters, including 
five on offense. The Big Green's 
“Wildcat” QB, Jared Gerbino 
(428 yards rushing, 7 TDs), 
should again be a huge weapon 
and might even compete for 
the full-time quarterback job 
along with junior Jake Pallotta 
and sophomore Derek Kyler. 
Linebacker Jack Traynor (98 
stops) and corner Isiah Swann (2 
INTs, one for a TD) are back on 
defense. 

Cornell (3-7, 3-4) finished 2017 
ona three-game slide. Senior 
QB Dalton Banks returns, and he 
will have to improve on his TD/ 
INT ratio of 2017 (6 TDs, 14 INTs). 
Running back Harold Coles (515 
yards) averaged an impressive 
6.4 yards per rush last year and 
will run behind a senior-laden 
offensive line. Cornerbacks David 
Jones (4 INTs) and DJ Woullard 
lead the secondary. Other key 
returnees on defense include 
linemen Cyrus Nolan (4.5 sacks) 
and Jordan Landsman (4), who 
totaled 8.5 sacks in 2017. 

Brown (2-8, 0-7) has eight 
returning starters on offense. 
Tight ends coach Kevin Decker 

was promoted to offensive 


i coordinator and 


quarterbacks coach, and 

must develop a starting 
QB among candidates 
Nicholas Duncan, Andrew 
Livingston and Mitchell Jonke. 
Whoever wins the job should 
benefit from an experienced 
receiving corps that includes 
juniors Jakob Prall (51 receptions 
in 2017) and Jaelon Blandburg 
(33). Five starters are back on 
defense, including junior tackle 
Michael Hoecht (5 sacks). 
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N.C. ABT APPEARS 
DESTINED FORA 
MEAL REPEAT 


BY LUT WILLIAMS 
Black College Sports Page 


With one member-institution 
leaving and five new coaches on 
the sidelines, the MEAC will have 
a new look in 2018. 

After 22 years of membership 
in the MEAC, Hampton 
announced last November that 
it's making a jump to the Big 
South Conference. 

Of the 10 programs staying 
put, North Carolina A&T, North 
Carolina Central, Florida A&M, 
Delaware State and Morgan State 
have new coaches who could 
drastically change the trajectory 
of their programs—just as former 
University of Virginia head coach 
Mike London did last year in his 
first season at Howard, which 
improved from 2-9 in 2016 to 7-4 
last year. 

On the field, however, 
defending MEAC champion and 
Celebration Bowl winner North 
Carolina A&T is the odds-on 
favorite to repeat. 


Coming off an unprecedented 
undefeated season, North 
Carolina A&T (12-0, 8-O MEAC) 
boasts the league's top passer 
in senior Lamar Raynard, the 
top rusher in senior Marquell 
Cartwright (1,190 yards, 14 TDs) 
and top receiver in junior Elijah 
Bell (64 receptions, 953 yards, 11 
TDs). Junior Marcus Pettiford will 
anchor the offensive line. 

Defensive coordinator Sam 
Washington takes over the head- 
coaching reins from the retired 
Rod Broadway with a defensive 
unit that returns three All-MEAC 
first-teamers: lineman Darryl 
Johnson and cornerbacks Franklin 
McCain Ill (6 interceptions) and 
Timadre Abram. 

Sensational quarterback 
Caylin Newton, the MEAC's 
2017 Freshman of the Year 
and Carolina Panthers QB Cam 
Newton's younger brother, and 
elite wide receivers Jequez 
Ezzard and Kyle Anthony 
propelled Howard (7-4, 6-2) to 
a second-place tie last year and 
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“ TOP NFL PROSPECT 


‘Stefen Banks: 
DE, Savannah State 

Banks has been somewhat 
a one-man wrecking crew for 
the Tigers. He led the MEAC 
and was among the FCS 
leaders with 10 sacks and 18 
tackles for loss last season. 
He's a 6-3, 265-pound 
defensive end with the kind 
of size and speed that NFL 
scouts covet. 


are the linchpins of its chances 

in 2018. Defensively, Bryan Cook 
(36 tackles, 4 INTs), Aaron Walker 
(48 tackles), Tye Freeland and 
Dominique Smith return in the 
secondary, but the Bison have 
holes to fill up front. 

Production from quarterbacks 
Akevious Williams and Jabari 
Dunham will be crucial for 

(7-4, 6-2) 
remaining among the league's 
top teams. Tupac Isme and 
Que'shaun Byrd will vie at 
running back; Keavon Mitchell 
(42 receptions, 457 yards) is the 


leading returning receiver. Uriel 
Hernandez, who had a league- 
best 12 field goals last year, is the 
placekicker. 

Linebackers Devin James 
and Marquis Hendrix lead the 
defense. The secondary is solid 
with cornerbacks Sam Marc and 
Elliott Miller, while Todney Evans 
and Kevin Thompson are the 
mainstays up front. 

After one outright 
championship (2016) and two 
shared titles (2014-15), coach 
Jerry Mack left North Carolina 
Central (7-4, 5-3) to become 
offensive coordinator at Rice. As 
a result, defensive coordinator 
Granville Eastman is adding 
“interim head coach” to his title 
this season. 

Defensive back Davanta 
Reynolds (6 INTs) and end 
Kawuan Cox (8.0 sacks) lead the 
defense. Tailback Isaiah Totten 
(718 yards, 5 TDs), quarterback 
Chauncey Caldwell, wide receiver 
Xavier McKoy and tight end Josh 
McCoy are among nine returning 
offensive starters. One new player 
to watch is quarterback Marvin 
Zanders, a Missouri transfer. 

Maturity should provide a 
possible move up in the standings 
for Norfolk State (4-7, 4-4). 
More than half of the Spartans 
who played last year were in their 
first or second years. 

Triggering the offense will be 
sophomore QB Juwan Carter 
(1,827 yards, 13 TDs), though 
Fork Union Military Academy 
transfer D'Andre Thomas could 
push him. A young offensive 
line returns intact to block for 
tunning backs Aaron Savage and 
Cameryn Brent, who'll look to 
improve on an anemic Spartans 
rushing attack that averaged 82.5 
yards per game last season. The 
receivers are led by All-MEAC 
wideout Marcus Taylor and Isaiah 
Winstead. 

Linebacker Nigel Chavis and 
cornerback J.T. Wahee are among 
six returning starters on defense. 

New Florida A&M (3-8, 2-6) 
coach Willie Simmons joins 
the Rattlers after a successful 
three-year stint as head coach at 
Prairie View A&M. He brings with 
him a reputation for constructing 
high-scoring offenses. He'll have 
plenty of talent to work with in 
junior quarterback Ryan Stanley 
(2,190 passing yards, 16 TDs), 
running backs Devin Bowers (642 
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yards, 6 TDs) and Ricky Henrilus 
and wideout Chad Hunter. 

With a bountiful crop of 
returnees, new 
(1-10, 1-7) coach Ernest T. 

Jones believes the Bears can 
contend this year. Linebacker 
Rico Kennedy, lineman Ayodeji 
Agbelese and safety Carl Garnes 
are among 10 starters back on 
defense. 

Quarterback DeAndre Harris 
started the last four games of 
2017 and impressed with his 
running and passing, hooking up 
with wideout Manasseh Bailey (37 
receptions) for five of Bailey's six 
TD catches. Demerius Goodwin 
could be a difference-maker in 
the running game. 

Savannah State (3-8, 3-5), 
which announced in September 
that it was moving out of NCAA 
Division 1 and the MEAC back to 
Division 2 next season, may have 
the league’s best NFL prospect 
in defensive end Stefen Banks. 
With a virtually senior-less team, 
the Tigers had two single-digit 
losses and won three of their final 
four conference games last year. 
It would not be a surprise for 
third-year coach Erik Raeburn to 
get the Tigers in the top half of 
the standings. 

This may be the last go-round 
for South Carolina State (3-7, 
2-6) coach Buddy Pough. The 
16-year veteran was given a 
one-year contract extension to 
facilitate a rebuilding process that 
includes a role in choosing his 
successor. 

New coordinator Bennett 
Swygert is charged with getting 
more out of an offense that 
returns QB Dewann Ford Jr. 
(1,772 passing yards) and a trio of 
veteran receivers and tailbacks. 

The always-tough Bulldog 
defense has big run-stuffers in 
420-pound Shaquille Crouch 
and 290-pound Paul McKeiver, 
capable linebackers in Chad 
Gilchrist and Damu Ford, plus 
Alex Brown in the secondary. 

Eight-year NFL veteran 
lineman Rod Milstead returns to 
his alma mater 
(2-9, 2-6) as its new coach hoping 
to instill the kind of consistency 
and pride that resulted in three 
MEAC titles during his playing 
days. The Hornets were very 
young last year and should at 
least be a bit more competitive in 
their games. 
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MVFC TITLE WILL 
AGAIN BE DECIDED 
INTHE DAKOTAS 


BY RANDY REINHARDT 
Bloomington (Ill) Pantagraph 


The number stood at five 
last season, four the previous 
year, five in 2015 and five in 
2014. That's how many teams 
the Missouri Valley Football 
Conference has sent to the FCS 
playoffs the past four seasons. 
Those combined 19 postseason 
appearances have yielded a 33-12 
record, with seven of those losses 
at the hands of fellow Valley 
programs. 

The MVFC has a lot to live 
up to. 


Having won six national 
championships over the past 
seven years, 

(14-1, 7-1 MVFC) remains the 
undisputed maestro of the Valley 
orchestra, holding an iron grip on 
the baton, 

The Bison return seven starters 
on both sides of the ball and 
are particularly outstanding at 
running back with a group led by 
Bruce Anderson, Lance Dunn and 
Ty Brooks. 

Seasoned quarterback Easton 
Stick will be throwing to wide 
receiver Darrius Shepherd and the 
offensive front is typically stout. 

Last season’s MVFC Freshman 
of the Year and Newcomer of the 
Year, Jabril Cox, is a star-in-the- 
making at linebacker, and All- 
American Greg Menard returns 
from injury to solidify a menacing 
defensive line. The secondary is 
anything but soft, spearheaded 
by safety Robbie Grimsley and 
cornerbacks Jalen Allison and 
Jaylaan Wimbush. 

(1-3, 
6-2) hopes to build on its first 
FCS semifinal playoff appearance 
behind quarterback Taryn 
Christion, who will likely vie for 
the Walter Payton Award again 
after finishing sixth in the voting 
last season. Christion will not have 
elite receivers in ultra-talented 
tight end Dallas Goedert and 
wideout Jake Wieneke to target 
anymore, however, with both 
having graduated. 
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Isaac Wallace, Mikey Daniel 
and Pierre Strong are slated for 
heavier ball-carrying duty, while 
the receiving corps will have to 
sort itself out. 

All-American Christian 
Rozeboom is back at linebacker 
along with running mates Dalton 
Cox and Logan Backhaus. 

(8-5, 6-2) 
was the Valley's best red-zone 
scoring team last season and 
will aim for similar efficiency 
behind quarterback Eli Dunne, 
who was much stingier throwing 
interceptions the second half of 
last season. The return to health 
of tailback Marcus Weymiller 
should help immensely. 

The Panthers’ defense must 
replace several key players but 
does welcome back the reigning 
conference sack leader in end 
Rickey Neal Jr. Cornerback Xavior 
Williams intercepted four passes 
a year ago. 

Sparked by quarterback Chris 
Streveler, who finished second in 
the Walter Payton voting, South) 
Dakota (8-5, 4-4) earned its first 
FCS playoff berth last year. Austin 
Simmons, who stepped in to win 
a conference game each of the 
past two seasons, is a capable 
replacement for the graduated 
Streveler. A Coyotes defense 
that brings back nine starters 
improved its rushing defense by 
100.2 yards per game over the 
year before. End Darin Greenfield 
heads up a staunch line. 

(6-5, 4-4) 
expects a robust rushing attack 
with All-MVFC tailback James 
Robinson and fellow junior Markel 
Smith taking handoffs behind a 
line with four returning starters 
that will add FBS transfer Gabe 
Megginson, who started 11 games 
in two seasons at Illinois. Other 
than slot receiver Spencer Schnell 
and tight end Tylor Petkovich, 
the Redbirds’ receiving group is a 
huge question mark. 

Linebacker Tyree Horton and 
safety Mitchell Brees are key 
playmakers on defense. 

A playoff team last season, 

(8-4, 5-3) was 
left scrambling when Charlie 
Fisher vacated his post after two 
seasons to become wide receivers 
coach at Arizona State. Promoted 
co-offensive coordinator Jared 
Elliott moved into the head 
coach’s office in early January. 

The Leathernecks boast an 


THE 


‘vy PREDICTIONS 


© North Dakota State 
© South Dakota State 
© Northern towa 

© South Dakota 

© illinois State 

© Western Illinois 

@® Youngstown State 
© Southern Illinois 

© Missouri State 

© Indiana State 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 


Easton Stick 
QB, North Dakota State 


While fellow MVFC 
quarterbacks Taryn Christion 
of South Dakota State and 
Sean McGuire of Western 
Illinois also warrant looks, 
Stick is a product of the 
system that produced Carson 
Wentz and is a better runner 
than the Philadelphia Eagles 
star. Stick has good size at 
6-2 and 220 pounds and 
possesses the requisite arm 
strength. Stick excels at 
eluding rushers and keeping 
plays alive and has proven 
himself in big games. 


accomplished quarterback in 
Sean McGuire and a fleet-footed 
tailback in Steve McShane. 
Among eight defensive starters 
still in Macomb are linebacker 
Quentin Moon and All-MVFC 
tackle Khalen Saunders. 
All-conference running 
back Tevin McCaster is back at 
(6-5, 4-4) 


after a 1,066-yard junior season. 
Quarterback Nathan Mays started 
five games in 2017 and could be 
pushed by Notre Dame graduate 
transfer Montgomery VanGorder. 

The Penguins utilize two of the 
league's best offensive linemen 
in guard Gavin Wiggins and 
center Vitas Hrynkiewicz, but the 
top returning receiver caught 
just four passes last season. End 
Justus Reed, linebacker Armand 
Dellovade and safety Kyle 
Hegedus are tenacious defenders. 

(4-7, 2-6) 
quarterback Sam Straub’s 2017 
season was ended by a broken 
wrist and the Salukis responded 
by losing their last four games. 
Straub, a substantial 6-4 and 
240 pounds, passed for 1,886 
yards and 20 touchdowns 
before the injury, Straub has 
three returnees on the offensive 
line to protect him and Daquan 
lsom and Nate Strong to rush 
the football. Defensive lineman 
Anthony Knighton and bruising 
safety Jeremy Chinn are in charge 
of getting the football back in 
Straub’s hands. 

Missouri State (3-8, 2-6) has 
shown progress in coach Dave 
Steckel’s three years. Yet after 
a 1-10 slate in 2015 and seven 
wins over the next two seasons, 
considerable labor remains. 

Quarterback Peyton Huslig 
rushed for 621 yards and passed 
for 1,981 last year and has 
tailback Jason Randall as his top 
playmaker. The defense allowed 
38.3 points per game in 2017 
but brings back 10 starters. Five 
juco linemen have been added to 
bolster the push in the trenches. 

coach Curt 
Mallory suffered through a 
rugged first year in Terre Haute 
as the Sycamores went 0-11 in 
2017 while finishing last in MVFC 
scoring offense (14.4 ppg) and 
scoring defense (44.9). While 
the offense searches for a new 
signal-caller and some semblance 
of consistency, ISU does possess 
formidable linebackers in Jonas 
Griffith and Katrell Moss. 

North Dakota (3-8, 2-6 Big 
Sky) will play as an independent 
the next two seasons before 
joining the MVFC in 2020. The 
Fighting Hawks will again rely on 
the senior rushing tandem of John 
Santiago and Brady Oliveira. The 
duo combined for 1,354 yards and 
eight touchdowns last season. 
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BRYANT HAS 
EARLY EDGE IN NEC 
FREE-FOR-ALL 


BY STEVE AMEDIO 
Street & Smith’s correspondent 


So, who's turn is it to win 
the Northeast Conference 
championship this season? 

A well-worn adage is that 
while it’s difficult to earn a league 
title in any sport, it’s more difficult 
to do it in successive seasons. 

The NEC's last seven seasons 
are proof of that. 

Over the past seven years, six 
different programs have captured 
a regular-season crown and 
earned the right to advance to the 
FCS playoffs. 

Parity has certainly been 
a constant in the NEC. Don’t 
expect the 2018 race for the top 
to be any different. Five of the 
programs in the seven-team 
conference can legitimately aspire 
to capturing this year's league 
title. 


Bryant (6-5, 4-2 Northeast) 
has some of the NEC’s best 
players coming back. The 
Bulldogs set numerous school 
records under first-year coach 
James Perry last season, including 
running up 4,657 yards of total 
offense. Senior Price Wilson is 
arguably the best quarterback 
in the conference, coming off a 
year in which he surpassed school 
passing records for completions 
(257), attempts (431) and yardage 
(3,311). 

Bryant also has the league's 
most dominating player on 
defense in 6-3, 230-pound senior 
linebacker Thomas Costigan (11.5 
sacks in 2017), the reigning NEC 
Defensive Player of the Year. 

The presence of sophomore 
defensive back Andre Brackett 
(last season’s NEC Defensive 
Rookie of the Year), first-team 
AIl-NEC lineman Dillon Guthro 
and second-team selection Kevin 
Lazo (school-record four blocked 
kicks in 2017) should ensure that 
the Bulldogs’ defense will be as 
proficient as their offense. 

Duquesne (7-4, 4-2) started 
7-1 last season before suffering 
three close losses (by 1, 3 and 11 
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points). The Dukes lost graduated 
NEC Offensive Player of the Year 
Tommy Stuart at quarterback 

but reloaded at that position and 
several others with transfers to 
join an already-deep roster. 

Returning are three 2017 
first-team AIl-NEC offensive 
selections: junior running back 
A.J. Hines (1,038 rushing yards in 
nine games last season), senior 
receiver Nehari Crawford and 
lineman Alex Conley. Quarterback 
duties may fall to Florida Atlantic 
transfer Daniel Parr. 

Defensively, six starters are 
back, including a proficient 
secondary group that includes 
second-team All-NEC pick 
Jonathant Istache. Two incoming 
transfers—lineman Kam Carter 
(from Pitt) and defensive back 
Daivon Ellison (Syracuse)—should 
make an instant impact. 

(5-6, 3-3) seemed 
poised to repeat its 2016 
championship last year before a 
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late-season slide ended that hope. 


But there's plenty of reason for 
the Red Flash to think they can 
return to the top this season with 
10 starters back on offense and 
seven on defense. 

Quarterback Bear Fenimore, a 
Houston transfer who completed 
159 of 278 passes last year for 
1,893 yards and 14 touchdowns, 
and first-team All-NEC senior 
receiver Kamron Lewis (65 
catches, 909 yards) key an 
offense that will be even stronger 
if senior running back Marcus 
Bagley, who missed last season 
with an injury, can regain the 
form that made him a first-team 
All-NEC pick in 2016. 

Although the defensive unit 
lost two first-team All-NEC 
defensive backs, seven starters 
are return, including standout 
senior lineman Austin Gray and 
cornerback Hakeem Kinard. 


(8-4, 6-0) has legitimate hopes 
of becoming the first NEC team 
in four years to be a repeat 
champion, but the Blue Devils will 
need to shore up a defensive unit 
that returns only four starters. 
Two second-team All-NEC 
picks—lineman Chris Tinkham and 
linebacker Kenneth Keen—are 
back for their senior campaigns. 
An offensive unit that 
averaged 29.3 points per game 
last season has nine starters 
returning, including quarterback 
Jacob Dolegala (145-of-274, 1,953 
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‘Thomas Costigan LB, Bryant 


Costigan, 6-3, 230-pound senior linebacker, has the necessary 
size, speed and strength that will merit a serious look by the pros. 
He was the NEC and ECAC Defensive Player of the Year last season 
and a third-team FCS All America selection after becoming the 
second Bryant defensive player with more than 100 tackles ina 
season (103). He also matched a school record with 11.5 sacks. 
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yards last season) and running 
back Drew Jean-Guillaume (550 
rushing yards). A solid group up 
front includes three returning 
first-team AIl-NEC players in 
linemen Connor Mignone (last 
season's NEC Offensive Rookie 
of the Year) and 6-3, 350-pound 
J'Von Brown, plus tight end 
Arthur Gilmore. 

Wagner (4-7, 2-4) is also 
optimistic about its chances 
with the return of 18 starters, 
including 10 on the defensive 
side. Offensively, eight starters 
are back, but there are losses on 
the line that need to be filled to 
protect senior quarterback Luke 
Massei (132-of-226 for 1,371 yards) 
and open holes for first-team 
All-NEC running back Ryan Fulse, 
whose 1,306 rushing yards led the 
league in 2017. 

A stout defense will be led 
by standout linebackers Quintin 
Hampton, who led the Seahawks 
with 82 tackles last season, and 
Cameron Gill (11 sacks). 

Any sense of optimism at 
Robert Morris (2-9, 0-6) comes 
with a new coach, former 
University at Albany defensive 
coordinator Bernard Clark Jr., and 
a strong core of returnees and 
transfers. Offensively, quarterback 
Jimmy Walker (135-of-272, 1,669 
yards) returns, but he'll need to 
beat out LSU transfer Caleb Lewis 
for the starting spot. Top target 
Tim Vecchio (32 catches last 
season) is also back for an offense 
that will welcome two other 
impact transfers: ex-Bowling 
Green running back Terence 
Stephens and former Temple 
tight end Steve Petrick. 

Defensively, six of the front 
seven are back for the Colonials, 
with the key returnees being 
first-team AIl-NEC lineman 
Amir Fenwick and second-team 
linebacker Adam Wollet. 

(4-7, 2-4) made 
some good strides last season but 
has only won three league games 
in the past two years. So, it might 
be a case of wait until next year 
for one of the youngest teams 
in the league. The offense will 
again be led by fifth-year senior 
quarterback Kevin Duke (218-of- 
357 for 2,596 yards last year), but 
most of his top targets graduated. 
Safety Aaron Thompson and 
linebacker Kevin Sears are the top 
returning defenders on a unit that 
returns just three starters. 
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DOMINANT 
GAMECOCKS 
LOOKING FOR FIFTH 
STRAIGHT TITLE 


BY MICHAEL GRANT 
Street & Smith’s correspondent 


Jacksonville State’s domination 
of the Ohio Valley Conference 
shows no sign of slowing down. 
The Gamecocks are gunning 
for their fifth straight OVC 
championship. They haven’t even 
lost a conference game since 
2013, when they were beaten 
by then-No. 2 Eastern Illinois, 
whose quarterback was NFL 
starter Jimmy Garoppolo. Since 
then, they've won 32 straight 
OVC games—the second-longest 
streak of league domination in 
FCS history. They have also won 
4) straight regular-season games 
against non-FBS competition. 
Everyone else seems to be 
playing for second place. 


Jacksonville State (10-2, 8-0) 
will need to replace six All-OVC 
first-teamers, including both the 
conference's offensive (tailback 
Roc Thomas) and defensive (end 
Darius Jackson) players of the 
year. Dual-threat quarterback 
Bryant Horn is back for his 
senior campaign after throwing 
for 1,288 yards, rushing for 709 
and scoring 16 total TDs in 2017. 
The Gamecocks also added 
Clemson transfer Zerrick Cooper 
to compete with Horn under 
center. The program received a 
boost when All-OVC center Tyler 
Scozzaro was granted a sixth year 
of eligibility. 

The Gamecocks’ formula 
hasn't changed much. They were 
16th in the nation in rushing last 
year (217.2 yards per game) and 
sixth in points allowed (15.0 per 
game). Safety Marlon Bridges 
(81 tackles, 6.0 tackles for loss, 3 
INTs) and defensive end Randy 
Robinson (35 tackles, 5.5 TFL, 3.5 
sacks, 1 forced fumble) should 
keep the defense on top. The 
addition of Auburn transfer Tre’ 
Threat should be a boost to the 
linebacking corps. 

Coach Will Healy engineered 


one of the most impressive 
turnarounds in FCS history last 
year at Austin Peay (8-4, 7-1). 
After going winless in his first 
season, the Governors came close 
to making the playoffs in 2017. 
Healy's team snapped a 29-game 
losing streak and tied the school 
record for overall victories. 

The Governors will be 
quarterbacked by 2017 OVC 
Freshman of the Year Jeremiah 
Oatsvall. He passed for 1,148 yards 
and seven TDs while rushing for 
453 yards and six scores last 
season. Running back Ahmaad 
Tanner was another freshman 
star (697 rush yards, 8 TDs) and 
will be helped by an offensive line 
that returns four starters. 

The biggest improvement 
for Austin Peay in 2017 was 
its defense: The Governors 
allowed 24.8 points per game 
after surrendering 47.0 in 2016. 
Defensive lineman Jaison Williams 
(9.5 sacks) and linebacker Gunnar 
Scholato (98 tackles) should 
continue to improve. The D-line 
also receives an instant boost 
from Power Five FBS transfer 
Austin Maloata, who was a three- 
year starter at Oregon. 

Tennessee State (6-5, 

2-5) has enjoyed success with 
transfers before. This could be 
another strong group with four 
incoming FBS players among 

the 11 imports overall. Former 
Minnesota quarterback Demry 
Croft started the final six games 
for the Golden Gophers last 
season, passing for 674 yards 
and rushing for 311 more. He'll join 
nine returning offensive starters, 
including wide receiver Steven 
Newbold (34 catches, 627 yards, 
4 TDs). The highest-profile FBS 
transfer on defense is former 
Alabama linebacker Mekhi Brown, 
who was a four-star recruit as a 
high schooler. 

Easternilllinois (6-5, 5-3) 
was a bit lucky last season. All 
of its wins were by three points 
or fewer—and three went into 
overtime. Long gone are the 
high-octane days of QB Jimmy 
Garoppolo and former head 
coach Dino Babers during the 
2012-13 seasons. The Panthers’ 
offense averaged 17.6 points per 
game in 2017, the second fewest 
in the conference. Perhaps new 
offensive coordinator Scott Parr 
will help. Freshman quarterback 
Scotty Gilkey Jr. was ineffective 
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Marlon Bridges: 
S, Jacksonville State 
Bridges has been an impact 
player since his redshirt 
freshman campaign. Last 
year, the Lanett, Ala., product 
collected 8) tackles, including 
six for loss, plus three 
interceptions, one a pick-six. 
Bridges also blocked a kick. 
The 6-0, 200-pound junior 
might be the most important 
player on what should be the 
OVC's premier defense. 


last year and could be challenged 
by Tulane transfer Johnathan 
Brantley and juco import Harry 
Woodbery. Senior running back 
Isaiah Johnson (683 rushing 
yards, 5 TDs) and wide receiver 
Alexander Hollins (47 catches, 
694 yards, 7 TDs) are among six 
returnees on offense. 

UT Martin (6-5, 4-4) was 
carried by its defense last year. 
The Skyhawks finished fourth 
in the nation in points allowed 
(14.3). They posted two shutouts 
and came close to beating 
Jacksonville State, losing at home 
14-7. Senior linebacker James 
Gilleylen is a menace. He forced 
three fumbles, recovered two and 
had an interception. Quarterback 
Dresser Winn started five games 
as a freshman and should 
improve. Senior running back 
LaDarius Galloway is the OVC’s 
second-leading returning rusher 
(859 yards). Look out for two 
FBS transfers: defensive lineman 
Dion Goldbourne (ex-Maryland) 
and wide receiver Philip Benker 
(Indiana). 


After back-to-back losing 
seasons for the first time since 
the 1960s, 

(4-7, 3-5) is looking for some 
improvement. Third-year coach 
Mark Elder has 14 returning 
starters, seven on both sides 

of the ball. The most important 
returnee might be 2016 All- 
America defensive end Aaron 
Patrick, who missed all of last 
year with an injury. In 2016, he 
had seven sacks and was fifth on 
the team in tackles (53). Junior 
running back Daryl McCleskey Jr. 
(558 yards, 3 TDs) is the Colonels’ 
top offensive weapon. 

(3-8, 3-5) 
was unlucky last season, losing 
five games by a total of 17 points. 
The Redhawks also performed 
poorly on special teams, getting 
seven kicks blocked. They will 
have some rebuilding to do 
with only nine starters back. The 
running game should be solid 
with first-team All-OVC tailback 
Marquis Terry. The league’s 
leading rusher in 2017 (1,076 
yards, 7 TDs) will run behind an 
offensive line that returns three 
starters. 

Coach Mitch Stewart needs to 
show some significant progress 
in his fourth season at Murray” 
State (3-8, 2-5). The Racers have 
yet to post a winning record 
under Stewart and last year the 
offense was No. 114 in the country 
in total yards (264.1 per game) 
and No. 118 in rushing (65.5 yards 
per game). Quarterback Shuler 
Bentley was the OVC’s top passer 
(198.8 yards per game) and was 
third in touchdown throws (13). 
The Racers have the league's top 
returning kicker in junior Gabriel 
Vicente (14-of-18 on field goals 
in 2017). 

Coach Marcus Satterfield 
was fired after just two years 
at Tennessee Tech (1-10, 1-7), 
which is coming off one of its 
worst seasons in school history. 
The new man in charge is former 
East Tennessee State offensive 
line coach Dewayne Alexander. 
He returns to his alma mater after 
having served multiple stints as 
an assistant in Cookeville. 

Tech will welcome back 
linebacker Josh Poplar, who 
missed all of last season because 
of a stroke. In 2016, the second- 
team All-OVC selection recovered 
three fumbles, returning one for 
a score. 
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LEAKY LEHIGH 
DEFENSE COULD 
OPEN DOOR AT TOP 
FOR COLGATE 


BY PATRICK STEVENS 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


Heading into last season, the 
thought was that Lehigh merely 
needed a steadier defense and 
could retain its grip on the Patriot 
League for another year. 

The Mountain Hawks’ defense 
regressed considerably. They 
won their second consecutive 
conference title anyway. 

With arguably the top 
quarterback and tailback in the 
Patriot League, Lehigh once again 
looks like a contender to earn 
the conference's automatic bid 
to the FCS playoffs. But a solid, 
all-around Colgate team looks 
like it has a good chance to pry it 
away, especially if the Mountain 
Hawks’ defense—which gave up 
a whopping 41 points a game 
last year—doesn't find a way to 
improve. 

There are two new coaches in 
the seven-team league, and there 
figures to again be a good bit of 
parity after three teams finished 
at 3-3 in the conference last year. 
The top two teams in the pecking 
order, however, should remain 
the same. 


With nine starters returning 
on both sides of the ball, 
Colgate (7-4, 5-1 Patriot) is the 
early favorite to finish atop the 
conference. Plenty of attention 
will be paid to junior defensive 
end/linbacker Nick Wheeler, 
who collected 11.5 sacks and 15.5 
tackles for loss last fall. 

The Raiders also have the last 
two Patriot League Freshman 
of the Year on their roster, 
with junior cornerback Abu 
Daramy-Swaray (51 tackles, 9 
pass breakups) and sophomore 
quarterback Grant Breneman 
both set to continue in key roles. 

Breneman threw for 18 
touchdowns and just five 
interceptions in his debut season, 
and the tailback tandem of James 
Holland Jr. and Alex Mathews 
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(1,300 combined rushing yards) 
is also back. An improved offense 
coupled with an already-stout 
defense (a league-best 17.5 points 
per game allowed) bodes well 
this season. 

The difference between 
Colgate and Lehigh (5-7, 5-1) 
comes down to the Raiders 
having answers on both sides 
of the ball, while the Mountain 
Hawks’ strength is primarily on 
offense. Of course, Lehigh has a 
lot of that ingredient, thanks to 
senior quarterback Brad Mayes 
(3,886 passing yards, 31 TDs) 
and senior tailback Dominick 
Bragalone (1,388 yards, 18 TDs). 

Lehigh averaged 474.8 
yards per game last year, but 
must replace three three-year 
starters on the offensive line. 

If the Mountain Hawks’ player 
development solves that problem, 
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they could be nearly as explosive 
as last year. 

The bigger headache lies with 
a defense in which the line must 
be rebuilt and the overall unit 
needs to improve. Lehigh held 
only two opponents last season 
to fewer than 30 points. 

For the first time in four years 
Fordham (4-7, 3-3) heads into 
a season without tailback Chase 
Edmonds, who departed the 
Bronx as the program's career 
rushing leader (5,862 yards). 
There's also a new coach: Andrew 
Breiner resigned to take a spot 
on former Fordham coach Joe 
Moorhead's staff at Mississippi 
State and the Rams tabbed Yale 
offensive coordinator Joe Conlin 
as Breiner’s replacement. 

Conlin inherits a team that 
atypically struggled last fall. While 
Edmonds leaves a big hole in 
the offense, Fordham needs help 
elsewhere, too. The Rams yielded 
34.9 points per contest and will 
look to cornerback Dylan Mabin 
(44 tackles, 19 pass breakups) to 
anchor the defense. 

Bucknell (5-6, 2-4) faces the 
opposite problem. The Bison led 
the conference in pass defense 
and total defense last season 
but struggled to get traction 
on offense. Just as concerning 
was the graduation of a 19-man 
senior class that included six of 
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‘Dominick Bragalone RB, Lehigh 

The Patriot League's Offensive Player of the Year in 2017, 
Bragalone closed out the regular season with seven straight 100- 
yard games and led the FCS in rushing. The 5-11, 230-pound senior 
has put together three consecutive 1,000-yard seasons and will 
again be the central figure in the Mountain Hawks’ potent offense. 


the program’s eight All-Patriot 
League picks. 

The two returnees? Alex 
Pechin, who set a school record 
by averaging 45.1 yards per 
punt as a junior, and sophomore 
linebacker Simeon Page, who 
led the Bison in tackles for loss 
(13.0) and sacks (9.0) in his first 
collegiate season. 

(4-7, 3-3) returns 
only nine starters as it begins 
a new era under coach Bob 
Chesney. The Crusaders plucked 
Chesney away from Division 2 
Assumption, where he went 44-16 
with three consecutive NCAA 
playoff appearances in five years 
with a program that had enjoyed 
only two winning seasons in the 
previous 17 years. 

Among the biggest holes 
on the roster is at quarterback, 
where Peter Pujals was a first- or 
second-team All-Patriot pick 
three times in the last four years. 
Chesney does inherit some 
established talent, however— 
most notably wideout Blaise Bell, 
defensive lineman Teddy Capsis 
and linebacker Jack McCabe. 

Only twice did Lafayette (3-8, 
3-3) muster more than 17 points 
in a game during coach John 
Garrett's first season in Easton, Pa., 
and the Leopards managed only 
39.1 rushing yards per game (next 
to last nationally in the FCS). 

Still, Lafayette won three 
games while scoring a combined 
31 points, so its defense was 
respectable more often than not. 
That unit will again be leaned 
upon this season, with senior 
linebacker Jerry Powe (70 tackles) 
and junior cornerback Eric Mitchell 
(41 tackles, 3 INTs) both earning 
All-Patriot honors last season. 

Georgetown (1-10, 0-6) 
had just 18 trips into the red 
zone during all of last season, 
underscoring the need for the 
Hoyas to improve offensively this 
year. Receiver Michael Dereus 
provides a key building block; he 
had 46 catches for 696 yards in 
2017 as a sophomore. 

The Hoyas lost four times 
while holding opponents to less 
than 20 points, and they figure 
to again depend on their defense 
to keep them in games. The most 
active playmaker on that unit is 
junior defensive lineman Khristian 
Tate, who had 69 tackles (12.5 
for loss), 5.0 sacks and a pair of 
touchdowns last season. 
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SAN DIEGO STILL 
HAG FIRM GRIP 
ON CONTROL OF 
PIONEER LEAGUE 


BY PATRICK STEVENS 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


San Diego probably isn’t as 
overwhelming a favorite to win a 
fifth consecutive Pioneer League 
title as it was last year. But it's 
still a clear-cut choice to claim the 
only non-scholarship conference 
in the FCS. 

The Toreros have won at least 
part of the Pioneer crown in six of 
the last seven seasons, and while 
there was an exodus of talent after 
they won an FCS playoff game for 
the second year in a row, there's 
still a strong foundation in place in 
southern California. 

Coach Dale Lindsey's team has 
won 21 consecutive conference 
games and remains the standard 
in the league. Drake, which owned 
the Pioneer's top defense last 
year, should again contend, while 
Jacksonville, Valparaiso and even 
Dayton could be poised to take a 
step forward. 

The league did lose a member 
in the offseason as Campbell 
moved its football program 
(which now offers scholarships) 
to the Big South Conference, 
where it is a member in all sports. 


Maybe San/Diego (10-3, 

8-0 Pioneer) is a little more 
vulnerable than usual with just 
four starters back on offense and 
six on defense. But one of the 
returnees is quarterback Anthony 
Lawrence, a three-year starter 
with 81 touchdown passes to 

his credit. The Toreros lost four 
starters on the offensive line, 

but their reserves often received 
plenty of game reps in blowouts 
in recent years and should be 
ready to contribute. Running 
back Emilio Martinez (1,033 yards 
in 2017) is back to anchor the 
rushing game. 

Defensively, San Diego lost 
many of its big names, including 
end Jonathan Petersen, the FCS 
career sacks leader with 44.0. The 
strength of that side of the ball 
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will likely be a linebacking corps 
led by Kim Mahoney and Marcus 
Vaivao. 

Drake (7-4, 6-2) might have 
absorbed the greatest graduation 
hits in the Pioneer League, with 
five all-conference selections 
departing. But fifth-year senior 
Sean Lynch is back to anchor 
a secondary that helped the 
Bulldogs lead the league in pass 
defense, and big-play receiver 
Steven Doran (20.3 yards per 
catch) is one of the top returnees 
on offense. 

Valparaiso (6-5, 5-3) is 
coming off its first winning season 
since 2003, earning coach Dave 
Cecchini an extension through 
2020. The Crusaders will bring 
back 17 starters, so another step 
forward could be in the offing this 
year. Junior quarterback Jimmy 
Seewald, who is already No. 6 in 
school history in passing yardage, 
is expected back for preseason 
camp after missing the spring due 
to shoulder surgery. 

Seewald will work behind a line 
that largely returns intact. The 
Crusaders’ defense will be led by 
linebackers Drew Snouffer (106 
tackles) and Nick Turner (101), 
both of whom ranked among the 
Pioneer League's top four tacklers 
last season. 

Jacksonville (7-4, 5-3) brings 
back 14 starters, but graduated 
quarterback Rylan Wells isn't 
one of them. Still, the Dolphins 
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averaged a league-best 269.3 
rushing yards per game and 
should again rank among the 
most dangerous offenses in the 
conference if they find an able 
replacement to run the triple 
option. Jacksonville must close 
a considerable gap to contend 
this season after dropping games 
to Drake and San Diego by a 
combined 115-17 margin in 2017. 
Dayton (5-6, 4-4) returns 
17 starters from last season, 
including six from a defense that 
ranked second in the league in 
points allowed. After missing 
the first half of last season with 
injury, senior quarterback Alex 
Jeske is back and will again enjoy. 
the help of his top target, tight 
end Adam Trautman (43 catches, 
537 yards, 5 TDs). Punter Sean 
Smith, a unanimous first-team 
all-conference pick, might be 
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‘Anthony Lawrence QB, San Diego 


The senior isn’t big (6-1, 195 pounds) but he’s plenty effective, 
throwing for 8,521 yards while starting 36 games over his first three 
seasons. Last year, he threw for 33 touchdowns against just three 
interceptions to earn first-team All-Pioneer League honors and could 
threaten some of six-year NFL veteran (2009-14) Josh Johnson's 
school passing records by the end of the fall. 


Dayton’s steadiest performer. 

Pace Temple (65 catches, 1,075 
yards) led the Pioneer League in 
receptions per game last season, 
and he'll play a large role if Butler 
(6-5, 4-4) can climb closer to 
contending for a title this fall. The 
Bulldogs must replace tailback 
Sam Schrader, but his successor 
will have the benefit of running 
behind a line anchored by fifth- 
year seniors Bobby Jensen and 
Dakota Sneed. Of greater concern 
is a defense that graduated four 
second-team all-conference 
selections. 

Last year ended a four-year 
string of .500 or better finishes in 
league play for Marist (4-7, 3-5). 
The Red Foxes will look to senior 
wideout Juston Christian, who 
had 1,096 yards in receptions last 
season and already owns the Red 
Foxes’ career receiving yardage 
record, to help spur a turnaround, 
Marist also has much of a defense 
that finished third in league 
against the run returning. 

Look for 
(4-7, 3-5) to again lean on 
receiver Jarin Higginbotham 
(48 catches, 974 yards, 10 TDs) 
as he enters his senior season. 
But for the Eagles to make any 
progress in the standings they 
need to tighten a defense that 
surrendered an average of 40.7 
points and 261.2 rushing yards per 
game. Both were easily the worst 
figures in the league last year. 

The path to a better season 
at Stetson (2-9, 1-7) lies in 
improving an offense that finished 
last in the conference in scoring 
(15.1 points per game) and rushing 
(49.9 yards per game). The 
Hatters get junior quarterback 
Gaven DeFilippo, the starter for 
the first half of 2016, back from 
knee and shoulder surgeries. 

He'll compete with incumbent 
Colin McGovern for the starting 
job. Stetson has work to do to 
rebuild a defense that lost its top 
two tacklers as well as three key 
pieces on the line. 

Scott Abell takes over at 
Davidson (2-9, 0-8), which has 
won just seven games in the last 
six seasons and owns a 1-39 mark 
in Pioneer League play in that 
span. Abell spent the last six years 
at Division 3 Washington & Lee 
and inherits a roster that includes 
the conference's top returning 
rusher in sophomore Wesley 
Dugger (1,131 yards). 
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SAMFORD, 
FURMAN READY 10 
CHALLENGE FOR 
SOCON TITLE 


BY WILL LONG 
Assistant Editor 


After guiding Wofford from 
the NAIA to Division 2 to the 
FCS, Mike Ayers announced his 
retirement as the Terriers’ head 
coach at the conclusion of the 
2017 season. Ayers’ 30-year 


tenure ended with his fifth SoCon 
title and eighth appearance in the 


FCS playoffs, where Wofford fell 
in the quarterfinals to eventual 
national champion North Dakota 
State. Ayers’ illustrious career 
included 207 wins with the 
Terriers and 218 career victories. 
While Wofford navigates a 
coaching change for the first 
time in a generation, Samford 
and Furman appear ready to 
challenge the Terriers at the 
top of the SoCon. The Bulldogs 
and Paladins are both searching 
for their first conference title 
since sharing the crown with 
Chattanooga in 2013. 


Samford (8-4, 6-2 SoCon) is 
coming off consecutive playoff 
appearances for the first time 
in 25 years and coach Chris 


Hatcher's team will feature one of 
the nation’s top passing offenses, 


led by two-time SoCon Player 
of the Year Devlin Hodges at 
QB. Hodges passed for 3,983 
yards with 31 touchdowns and 
Tlinterceptions while guiding 
an offense that averaged 412.9 
yards and 28.0 points per game. 
Wide receivers Kelvin McKnight 
(86 catches, 1,179 yards, 12 TDs) 
and Chris Shelling (73, 907, 7) 
provide two outstanding targets, 
but the Bulldogs need to see 
improvement from a ground 
game that averaged just 79.5 
yards per outing and saw its top 
rusher finish with just 272 yards. 
Defensively, Samford led the 


per game, but just five starters 
return from that unit. Senior 
lineman Ahmad Gooden, last 
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SoCon by allowing just 22.2 points 
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Devlin Hodges: 
QB, Samford 

Hodges, the reigning 
two-time SoCon Player of the 
Year, returns to Birmingham 
for his senior season to lead a 
potent Bulldogs offense that 
averaged 333.4 passing yards 
and 28.0 points per game last 
season. The 6-1, 205-pound 
Kimberly, Ala., native has 
thrown for 10,301 yards in 
his first three seasons and 
needs 4,196 yards to surpass 
the late Steve McNair’s FCS 
record of 14,496 yards at 
Alcorn State from 1991-94. 


the Year, will anchor this season's 
group after recording 101 tackles, 
including 15.5 tackles for loss, and 
leading the team with 5.5 sacks. 


It didn’t take Furman (8-5, 
6-2) long to rebound under 
first-year coach Clay Hendrix in 
2017. The Paladins opened with 
three straight losses but then 
won seven consecutive games 


en route to earning a trip to the 
FCS playoffs, where they knocked 


off Elon before falling at rival 
Wofford in the second round. 
Furman only returns five 


starters from the SoCon’s highest- 


scoring offense (32.6 ppg), but 


the ground game should be solid. 


Senior RB Kealand Dirks (152 
carries, 720 yards, 9 TDs) and 
sophomore Darius Morehead 


(95, 618, 5) will shoulder the load 


while senior Harris Roberts and 
freshman JeMar Lincoln battle 


QB P.J. Blazejowski. The Paladins 
also return nine starters from a 
defense that allowed 377.0 yards 
and 23.9 points per game. 

Former Pittsburgh defensive 
coordinator Josh Conklin was 
hired to replace Mike Ayers at 
Wofford (10-3, 7-1), but Conklin is 
no stranger to the SoCon, having 
spent two years as defensive 
coordinator at The Citadel (2010- 
11) and three years on staff with 
the Terriers (2007-09). Wofford 
will keep the triple-option offense 
and 3-4 base defense. 

The Terriers will rely on FB 
Andre Stoddard (176 carries, 

825 yards, 15 TDs) and H-back 
Blake Morgan (640 rushing 
yards, 401 receiving yards, 9 TDs) 
while junior Joe Newman and 
sophomore Miller Mosley battle 
for the starting QB spot. Wofford, 
who ranked second in the SoCon 
in total defense (326.7 yards 

per game), has an outstanding 
defense led by lineman Miles 
Brown (10.0 tackles for loss, 3.0 
sacks), LB Datavious Wilson (71 
tackles) and CB Devin Watson (55 
tackles, 4 INTs). 

Mercer (5-6, 4-4) will need to 
take a step forward offensively 
if it hopes to challenge for an 
upper-tier finish in the SoCon. 
Kaelan Riley had a solid freshman 
season as the Bears’ QB, 
completing 171 of 288 passes for 
2,030 yards and 13 touchdowns. 
Leading rusher Tee Mitchell (155 
carries, 626 yards, 7 TDs) also 
returns, as does leading receiver 
Marquise Irvin (41 catches, 536 
yards, 4 TDs). Defensively, eight 
starters are back on a unit that 
should improve after allowing 
382.1 yards and 23.6 points per 
game. Cornerback Eric Jackson 
(89 tackles) is the top returning 
tackler, while LBs Will Coneway 
and LeMarkus Bailey will anchor 
the front seven. 

Western Carolina (7-5, 5-3) 
posted its third seven-win season 
in the last four years but is still 
waiting to break through and earn 
a playoff berth under seventh- 
year coach Mark Speir. Dual- 
threat QB Tyrie Adams (2,294 
passing yards, 746 rushing yards, 
24 TDs) will lead the charge, but 
WCU must replace do-everything 
RB Detrez Newsome, who 
rushed for 1,100 yards and nine 
TDs last season. Senior Corey 
Holloway (444 yards, 7 TDs) and 
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(307, 6) will fill Newsome's large 
shoes. The Catamounts have a 
secret weapon in senior punter 
lan Berryman, who averaged 44.4 
yards on 58 boots last season 
while landing 26 punts inside the 
20-yard line. 

After taking a step back in 
2017, The Citadel (5-6, 3-5) looks 
to improve behind an offensive 
line that returns all five starters. 
Leading rusher Grant Drakeford 
should be the biggest beneficiary 
of that continuity after rushing 
for 602 yards on just 63 attempts 
(9.6 yards per carry). Jordan 
Black will take the reins of the 
triple-option offense after passing 
for 584 yards and six TDs while 
rushing for 303 yards and two 
more scores. The defense, led by 
LB Noah Dawkins (61 tackles, 3.5 
sacks) and DB Aron Spann III (5 
INTs), returns nine starters. 

The first year under coach Tom 
Arth did not go as anticipated 
for Chattanooga (3-8, 3-5), but 
the Mocs closed the season by 
winning two of their last three 
games. Cole Copeland was 
forced to play as a true freshman 
after injuries to QBs Nick Tiano 
and Alejandro Bennifield, and 
he responded admirably. Tiano 
returns to battle for the starting 
spot, but the offense must 
improve a rushing game that 
mustered just 859 yards for the 
year. The defense returns seven 
starters, led by senior defensive 
linemen Isaiah Mack (54 tackles) 
and Derek Mahaffey (51). 

New 
(4-7, 2-6) coach Randy Sanders, 
the former offensive coordinator 
at Florida State, was reprimanded 
in April for hitting a player's 
helmet, but the Bucs will benefit 
from the return of seven offensive 
and eight defensive starters. 
Senior QB Austin Herink (2,213 
passing yards, 14 TDs) is back 
but will have to fend off Temple 
transfer Logan Marchi for starting 
duties, while senior linebacker 
Dylan Weigel (92 tackles in 2017) 
will spearhead the defense. 

VMI (0-11, 0-8) finished last in 
the nation in both scoring (8.0 
ppg) and total offense (218.5 ypg) 
last season, so any improvement 
must begin on that side of the 
ball. The strength of the offense 
is a young receiving corps led 
by sophomore Kris Thornton (33 
catches, 340 yards, 2 TDs) and 


year's SoCon Defensive Player of to replace graduated All-SoCon sophomore Donnavan Spencer junior Rohan Martin (26, 149, 1). 
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FOUR NEW HEAD 
COACHES ADDED 
TO SOUTHLAND MIX 


BY TIM BUCKLEY 
Lafayette (La.) Daily Advertiser 


Four Southland Conference 
teams—Sam Houston State, 
Central Arkansas, McNeese and 
Nicholls—were ranked in the final 
2017 FCS Coaches Top 25, and 
another, Southeastern Louisiana, 
received votes. 

{t could be another high-regard 
season for the league, which for 
reasons good and bad has new 
coaches at four programs. 


(12-2, 
8-] Southland) has been an 
FCS playoff participant for the 
last seven years, including last 
season's semifinals. But after 
a fourth consecutive season 
with double-digit wins, K.C. 
Keeler’s Bearkats proceed 
without Jeremiah Briscoe, whose 
single-season record of 5,003 
passing yards led the FCS, and 
career Southland receiving leader 
Yedidiah Louis. 

So Keeler went out and signed 
ex-Rutgers redshirt Mike Dare 
out of the junior-college ranks 
to play QB. Dare is going to 
have some nice weapons at his 
disposal, the foremost of them 
being All-America junior Nathan 
Stewart, whose school-record 
1,648 receiving yards were an FCS 
high last year, and senior Davion 
Davis, the reigning Southland 
Offensive Player of the Year. Dare 
should also have time to throw; a 
strong line is led by All-Southland 
tackle Mitchell Watanabe. 

Defensively, safety Adrian 
Contreras (93 tackles) returns, 
and CBs Jaylen Thomas and Zyon 
McCollum should benefit from 
starting as true freshmen last 
year. 

The 2017 MeNeese (9-2, 7-2) 
defense, coordinated by head 
coach Lance Guidry and the 
stingiest against the run in the 
FCS, loses its top two tacklers but 
returns 6-1 senior safety BJ Blunt. 

The Cowboys opened spring 
with a QB competition between 
senior James Tabary, who has 


passed for 5,547 yards over the 
last two seasons, and sophomore 
Cody Orgeron, LSU coach Ed 
Orgeron’s son. 

After missing all of last 
season due to an ankle injury, 
the Cowboys’ leading rusher in 
2015-16, Ryan Ross, returns to 
a potent backfield that already 
included All-Southland pick David 
Hamm (805 rushing yards in 
2017) and Justin Pratt (663). Two 
more all-conference selections— 
tight end/H-back Lawayne Ross 
and kicker Gunnar Raborn—are 
reliable weapons. 

Tim Rebowe received a 
four-year contract extension after 
Nicholls (8-4, 7-2) made the 2017 
playoffs with its most wins since 
1996. The Colonels return a trio 
of second-team All-Southiand 
selections in RB Kyran Irvin (764 
rushing yards, 8 TDs), WR Damion 
Jeanpiere Jr. (770 yards) and All- 
America kicker Lorran Fonseca. 

Added to the offensive mix are 
returning QB Chase Fourcade, 
ex-University of Louisiana WR 
Gabe Fuselier and TE Bry’Kiethon 
Mouton, a former LSU fullback. 

Nicholls’ top three tacklers 
from last season—linebacker Allen 
Pittman and defensive backs 
Corey Abraham and Ahmani 
Martin—are also back. 

Defending Southland 
champion 
(10-2, 9-0) dropped its 2017 
playoff opener, then bigger losses 
followed. Southland Coach of 
the Year Steve Campbell left 
for South Alabama, so offensive 
coordinator Nathan Brown was 
promoted. Also gone: All- 
Southland QB/Southland Player 
of the Year Hayden Hildebrand, 
Southland Offensive Lineman 
of the Year John Cook, who's 
leaving as a grad transfer; and 
Southland Defensive Player of the 
Year George Odum. 

But Southland Freshman of 
the Year Kierre Crossley, a 5-8 
scatback who rushed for 780 
yards last year, returns, and 
Brown may have his future QB in 
highly-touted incoming freshman 
BeSean McCray of Orlando, Fla. 

With Ron Roberts exiting 

(6-5, 
6-3) to be defensive coordinator 
at Louisiana, longtime FBS 
offensive coordinator Frank 
Scelfo takes over as head coach 
in Hammond. The Lions return 
QB Lorenzo Nunez, but the 2017 
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Davion Davis. 
WR, Sam Houston State 
Last year’s Southland 
Offensive Player of the 
Year was a first-team all- 
conference pick at receiver, 
punt returner and all-purpose 
player. The 5-11, 180-pound 
All-American had 78 catches 
for 1,206 yards and 17 
touchdowns last season, 
averaged an eye-popping 
21.6 yards per return with 
two TDs on 13 punt returns 
and ran for two touchdowns. 


Southland Newcomer of the Year 
faces competition from ex-Fresno 
State starter Chason Virgil and 
sophomore Byron Walker. 

Southeastern also returns RBs 
Marcus Cooper, Darren Johnson 
and Julius Maracalin from the FCS' 
third-leading rushing offense, plus 
All-America FCS kickoff-return- 
yards leader Juwan Petit-Frere. 

All-America LB Sione Teuhema 
exits a defense that’s losing all of 
its starting secondary except for 
senior Shamar Busby. 

At Abilene Christian (2-9, 
2-7) coach Adam Dorrel returns 
sophomore GB Luke Anthony, 
who threw for a combined 642 
yards and seven touchdowns in 
two late-season games alone, and 
leading rusher Tracy James, and 
regains standout WR D.J. Fuller, 
who was ineligible last year. 

The Wildcats lose all-time 
leading tackler Sam Denmark 


at LB but return their top two 
tacklers in safeties Bolu Onifade 
and Brandon Richmond. 

Stephen F. Austin (4-7, 4-5) 
loses D-line stalwart John Franklin 
but returns standout safeties 
Trenton Gordon (76 tackles) and 
Alize Ward (4 INTs). Quarterback 
contenders for coach Clint Conque 
and top returning receiver Tamrick 
Pace (53 catches) include TCU 
transfer Foster Sawyer, who 
started SFA's first four games 
in 2017 before a season-ending 
knee injury, Jake Blumrick (1,654 
passing yards last year) and 
former Texas walk-on Josh Covey. 

Winning three of last year’s 
final four games didn’t save coach 
Jay Thomas’ job at Northwestern 
State (4-7, 4-5), so defensive 
coordinator Brad Laird, whose 
unit held opponents under 19 
points per game during that span, 
was promoted. 

Laird’s new offensive 
coordinator, Brad Smiley, brought 
on quarterback Shelton Eppler 
from his Trinity Valley CC offense 
that averaged 41.3 points per 
game last year. 

At Lamar (2-9, 1-8) 15 starters 
return for coach Mike Schultz's 
second season. Quarterback 
Darrel Colbert Jr. began spring 
drills seeking to reclaim the 
starting job he won last season 
before going down with an injury. 
Colbert did manage to get nine 
games in, however, completing 82 
of 153 passes for 863 yards and 
eight touchdowns. 

Losing All-America LB Garrett 
Dolan hurts Houston Baptist 
(1-10, 0-9), which extended 
coach Vic Shealy’s contract. But 
all-conference CB Raphael Lewis 
returns, joined by 2017 medical 
redshirt Derek Broussard, giving 
the Huskies a formidable duo at 
corner. Sophomore GB Bailey 
Zappe has experience now, 
and he could get some help at 
receiver from ex-Oklahoma State 
redshirt Terry Tillmon. 

Larry Kennan is out and 
former Texas Tech offensive 
coordinator Eric Morris is in as 
head coach at Incarnate Word 
(1-10, 1-7). Morris’ first recruiting 
class features Texas high school 
quarterback Jon Copeland, who's 
already being touted as a Baker 
Mayfield-type. But he'll have to 
beat out last year's starter, junior 
Sean Brophy, who threw for 1,277 
yards and 11 touchdowns in 2017. 


DAVIS: JOE BUVID / AP 
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GRAMBLING KEEPS 
SETTING ON-FIELO 
EXAMPLE DURING 

GWAC INSTABILITY 


BY LUT WILLIAMS 
Black College Sports Page 


A couple of things are up in the 
air in the SWAC as we head into 
the 2018 season—commissioner 
Duer Sharp resigned in late 
December and the league has yet 
to choose a replacement; also, the 
championship game that has been 
played the last 19 years is under 
review and may be abolished—but, 
like it has often been since the 
days of the legendary Eddie 
Robinson, Grambling State's feet 
are firmly on the ground and the 
Tigers appear best equipped to 
win another title. 


EAST DIVISION 

Experienced junior quarterback 
Noah Johnson (782 passing 
yards, 4 TDs) and senior running 
back P.J. Simmons (687 rushing 
yards, 7 TDs) are expected to be 
plugged in to keep high-powered 
Alcorn State (7-5, 5-2 SWAC) 
humming towards its fifth straight 
East Division title. Center Mustaffa 
Ibrahim steps into a lead role on 
the offensive line. The defense 
has depth and experience 
with eight returning starters 
led by linebackers Trae Ferrell 
and Solomon Muhammad and 
defensive back Brady Smith. 

Coach Donald Hill-Eley had 
the “interim” tag removed at 
Alabama State (5-6, 4-3) after 
leading the Hornets to five wins in 
their final six games last season. 
Freshman Darryl! Pearson Jr. was 
at the controls for those wins and 
will likely start at quarterback 
again. A trio of experienced 
running backs and two standout 
receivers, Jamir Hannah and Nygel 
Lee, provide Pearson with plenty 
of weapons. Linebackers Malik 
Bridgers, Ricky Haley and Darron 
Johnson and safety Joshua Hill 
lead a gang-tackling defense. 

After four years under James 
Spady, Alabama A&M (4-7, 
3-4) replaced him with former 
Hampton head coach Connell 


u PREDICTIONS 


EAST DIVISION 


© Mississippi Valley State 
WEST DIVISION 


“TOP NFL PROSPECT 


Vernon Moland 
LB, Alabama A&M 

At 5-10 and 235 pounds, 
Moland may be as fast as 
ex-Bulldog and six-time Pro 
Bowler Robert Mathis of the 
Indianapolis Colts. Mathis 
had 20 sacks as a senior 
linebacker at A&M and racked 
up 123 sacks and 52 forced 
fumbles during his NFL 
career. Moland led the SWAC 
with 10 sacks last year and 
has his sights on matching 
the exploits of Mathis. 


Maynor, hoping to turn around 
its fortunes. Maynor’s offense will 
feature sophomore quarterbacks 
Ageel Glass and Dylan Smith, 
junior running backs Jordan 
Bentley and Trevon Walters, 
receivers Isaiah Bailey and 
Marceles Clash and an experienced 
offensive line. Elite pass rushers 
Vernon Moland (10 sacks) and 
Yurik Bethune (5) play in front of 
an experienced secondary. 
Jackson State (3-8, 3-4) won 
three of its last four games in 2017 
but coach Tony Hughes decided 
to go in another direction, hiring 
spread-attack passing guru Hal 
Mumme, the former head coach 
at Kentucky, to coordinate the 
offense. Three new QB candidates 
will vie to run the attack and the 
wide receivers should be getting 
a lot more opportunities. Junior 
running back Jordan Johnson 
(647 yards, 6 TDs) will also be 


seeing an expanded role. The top 
10 tacklers return, but they must 
improve after giving up 170.4 
rushing yards per game last year. 
Defensive coordinator Vincent 
Dancy is the new head coach at 
Mississippi Valley State (2-9, 
1-6), replacing Rick Comegy. 
After finishing with three rushing 
TDs, minus rushing yards and 
56 sacks on the 2017 season, it's 
understandable why the new 
coach focused on bringing in 
offensive linemen in his recruiting 
class. The pass-heavy offense 
featured three receivers—Quinn 
McElfresh, Steven Mcintosh and 
Booker Chambers—who enjoyed 
productive seasons catching 
passes from three quarterbacks, 
all of whom return. Linebacker 
Patrick Harbin Jr, and safety 
Everett Nicholas are the top 
defenders back. 


WEST DIVISION 

New offensive playmakers will 
have to step forward to continue 
the run of two-time defending 
champion Grambling State 
(11-2, 7-0). Geremy Hickbottom 
and Charles Wright are in line to 
replace SWAC Offensive Player 
of the Year Devante Kincade at 
quarterback. Alabama transfer 
DeSherrius Flowers, a four-star 
recruit in high school, and 
holdover Lyndemian Brooks are 
the top candidates to grab the 
tailback spot of graduated Martez 
Carter, who led the Tigers with 
854 rushing yards last year. 

Eight All-SWAC performers— 
offensive lineman William Waddell, 
wide receiver Darrell Clark, tight 
end Jordan Jones, placekicker 
Marc Orozco, linebacker De’Arius 
Christmas and D-linemen La’Allan 
Clark (8 sacks), Linwood Banks 
and Brandon Varner—should ease 
the transition. 

A stellar senior class departed 
Southern (7-4, 5-2). The good 
news is that APR sanctions 
are over and spring practice 
will be held for the first time 
in five years. Safety Andrea 
Augustine is the only returning 
all-conference player, though 
fellow safety Montavius Gaines 
and several other defenders 
are of All-SWAC caliber. The 
Jaguars have an experienced 
O-line and a promising receiving 
quartet. The biggest job will be 
sorting through as many as five 
candidates trying to replace 


record-setting, four-year starting 
quarterback Austin Howard. 

After head coach Willie 
Simmons left for Florida A&M, 
Prairie View A&M (6-5, 4-3) 
turned to former Grambling 
offensive coordinator Eric Dooley 
to take over as the Panthers’ 
new head man. He'll build the 
Prairie View offense around 
6-4, 235-pound sophomore 
quarterback Neiko Hollins (1,853 
passing yards, 21 TDs), who's 
coming off of an impressive 
freshman campaign. Dawonya 
Tucker and Caleb Broach will 
share the duties at running back, 
with Corbin Finlayson and Shawn 
Pierce leading the blocking up 
front. Linebacker Anthony Stubbs 
is the top returning tackler and 
Ju'Anthony Parker leads a deep 
and talented secondary. 

After finishing near the bottom 
in just about every statistical 
category last season, coach 
Michael Haywood beefed up his 
young Texas Southern (2-9, 

2-5) squad with junior-college 
and Division 1 transfers. Chief 
among them is ex-Tulane player 
Glen Cuiellette, who'll compete 
with holdover Dominic DeLira for 
the quarterback job. Cuiellette 
threw for 1,309 yards with 10 
touchdowns in 2016 at Tulane. 
Brad Woodard is the featured 
back after rushing for 497 yards 
last year, while Malik Webb is the 
top receiver returning. Linebacker 
Julian Marcantel is a prolific 
tackler (92 stops) but needs sack 
leader Ike Onwuasoanya and 
linebacker Patrick Howell to step 
into lead roles. 

The fifth straight losing season 
at Arkansas-Pine Bluff (2-9, 1-6) 
ended the 10-year run of Monte 
Coleman as head coach. Cedric 
Thomas returns to lead his alma 
mater after spending six years 
as the defensive coordinator at 
Alcorn State. Offensively, senior 
running back KeShawn Williams 
is the top weapon as the league's 
returning rushing leader (703 
yards, 5.6 per carry). Senior 
LeEarl Patterson has the inside 
track to the quarterback job after 
completing 57 of 107 passes for 
834 yards with four touchdowns 
and two interceptions last year. On 
defense, Jontavis Testa, Je’Kevin 
Carter and Londale Sanders 
are solid linebackers and Jalen 
Steward is a force on the defensive 
line. 
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2018 FCS SCHEDULES. > compiteaby wintong 


ABILENE CHRISTIAN 
Abilene, TX 

S.1 @BAYLOR 

5.8 Angelo State 

5.15 @HOUSTON BAPTIST 43 
$.22 @STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 10-20 
$.29 Incamate Word 45-20 
0.6 @MCNEESE 1B 
0.13. Nicholls 20-29 
0.20 @SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA 21-56 
N3._ Northwestern State B-26 


N.10_ @SAM HOUSTON STATE 35-44 
N17 Central Arkansas 0-34 
COACH: Adam Dorrel 

2017 RECORD: 2-9 


ALABAMA A&M 

Normal, AL 

S.1_ Miles 

$.8 North Alabama 

S15 @CINCINNATI 

S.22 Southern* 1435 

$.29 @JACKSON STATE 7-10 

0.6 @TEXAS SOUTHERN 30-13 

0.13 Alcorn State 22-4] 

0.27 Alabama State* 16-21 

N35. @ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF 1-4 

N10 Grambling State 

WaT AMESISIPI VALLEY STATE 49-14 
“Mobile, Al, ““Blimlagham, Al 

COACH: Connell Maynor 

2017 RECORD: 4-7 

ALABAMA STATE 

Montgomery, AL 

S11 Tuskegee 6-14 

$8 @AUBURN 

S.15 @KENNESAW STATE 14-20 

$.22 @GRAMBLING STATE 14 

0.6 @ALCORN STATE 10-24 

0,13 @SOUTH ALABAMA 

0.27 Alabama A&M* 2-16 

N.3_ Texas Southern B-6 

W.10_ Jackson State BS 

W.17 @PRAIRIE VIEW A&M 0-34 

N.22 Mississippi Valley State 16-10 

COACH: Donald Hill-Eley 

2017 RECORD: 5-6 

ALBANY 

Albany, NY 

S.1_ @PITTSBURGH 

$.8 @RHODEISLAND 431 

S.15 Morgan State 26-0 

$.22 St. Francis (Pa.) 

0.6 @WILLIAM& MARY 

0.13 Richmond 38-41 

0.20 Towson 

0.27 @MAINE 10-12 

N3 Delaware 3-2 

N10. @NEW HAMPSHIRE 1-0 

N17 Stony Brook 1-28 

COACH: Greg Gattuso 

2017 RECORD: 4-7 

ALCORN STATE 

Lorman, MS 

$1 @GEORGIA TECH 

$8 Loulsiana College 

S15 Texas Southern 4-1 

S22 @MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE 59-0 

$.29 @SOUTHERN 48-31 

0.6 Alabama State 24-10 

0.13 @ALABAMA A&M 41-22 

0,20 Grambling State 32-40 

0.27 @PRAIRIE VIEW A&M 2 

N.3 @NEW MEXICO STATE 

N.1T Jackson State 37 

COACH: Fred McNair 

2017 RECORD:7-5 

ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF 

Pine Bluff. AR 

5.1 Morehouse B10 

$.8 Cumberland (Tenn.) 

5.15 @SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 

$.22 Prairie View A&M 1235 


5.29 @FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 

0.6 Jackson State 34-27 
0.20 @MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE 31-38 
0.27 GRAMBLING STATE 26-31 
N.3. Alabama A&M 14-27 
N10 @SOUTHERN 40-47 


N17 @TEXAS SOUTHERN 


COACH: Cedric Thomas 
2017 RECORD; 2-9 


TREET & SMITH'S CO 


AUSTIN PEAY 


Clarksville, TN 
Sb Resreon 
5.15 G@IMOREHEAD STATE 69-B 
5.22 @UTMARTIN 1-0 
5.29 @JACKSONVILLE STATE 4-34 
0: esDUTHEAST MSU te 
l 38-31 
0.27 TennesseeTech - 28 
Eastern Kentucky 31-24 
N.10_ @EASTERN ILLINOIS 28-3 
NI Murray State U1 
COACH: Will Healy 
2017 RECORD: 8-4 
BETHUNE-COOKMAN 
Daytona Beach, FL 
oe 
tg) [ 
S15 @FLORIDA ATLANTIC 0-45 
5.22. Howard” 24-26 
‘3 Recon ober os __ un 
OB SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 2-9 
0.20 North Carolina ART 20-24 
N3_@MORGAN STATE . 
N10 North Carolina Central B-10 
NT Florida A&M"? ___ 9-24 
Indianapolis, W. Orlando, Ft 
COACH: Terry Sims 
2017 RECORD: 7-4 
BROWN 
Providence, RI 
S.15_@CALPOLY 
$22 Harvard 28-45 
5.29 Georgetown 
06 cold 4-21 
0.13 @PRINCETON 0-53 
0.20 Cornell 134 
0.27 Pennsylvania 1 
N3 @YALE 134 
N10 Columbia 6-24 
N17 @DARTMOUTH 0-33 
COACH: Phil Estes 
2017 RECORD: 2-8 
BRYANT 
Smithfield, RI 
S.1__ NewHaven 
5.8 @STONY BROOK 
$.22_ Robert Mortis 42-17 
0.6 —@DUQUESNE 38-29 
0.13 Central Connecticut State 4-31 
tn G@ISACRED HEART ry 
N3_ @ST. FRANCIS (PA) 1430 
N10 : 346 
NT @HOWARD 
COACH: James Perry 
2017 RECORD:6-5 
BUCKNELL 
Lewisburg, PA 
S.1__ William & Mary 9-30 
sh sain = 
$.22, @VILLANOVA 
5.29 @HOLY CROSS 0-0 
0.6 Colgate 3-40 
0.13 @MONMOUTH B35 
0.20 Lafayette B-7 
IGH 2-42 
W110 OWN 2-0 
rdham 9-20 
COACH: Joe Susan 
2017 RECORD:5-6 
BUTLER 
Indianapolis, IN 
S.1__ @YOUNGSTOWN STATE 
S.8  @TAYLOR 2-21 
S.15_ Princeton 
$.29 Morehead State 44-6 
0.6 @DRAKE 16-27 
HA “VALPARAISO 28-36 
20 San Diego = __1-38 
our Dayton _ Ra 
N35 @JACKSONVILLE v-2 
N10 Stetson __ B+ 
N17 @DAVIDSON 


COACH: Jeff Voris 
2017 RECORD: 6-5 


CAL POLY 
San Luis Obispo, CA 


S.1__ @NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
State 


$8 WeberSt 3-1 
$15 Brown = 
S22 @EASTERN WASHINGTON 
$.29 Montana 
0.6 @SACRAMENTO STATE 14-49 
UCDavis 231 
0.27 GNORTHERN ARIZONA 10-28 
@MONTANA STATE 
N10 Idaho State 3438 
N.17_ Southern Utah 14-20 
COACH: Tim Walsh 
2017 RECORD: 1-10 
CAMPBELL 
Buies Creek, NC 
A30 Chowan 
ET 10-16 
5.15 @COASTAL CAROLINA 
S.22. Shaw 
$.29 North Alabama 
0.6 Wagner 
0.20 @MONMOUTH 
0.27 Gardner-Webb 
a @KENNESAW STATE 
0 @PRESBYTERIAN 16-28 
Xu Charleston Southern 
COACH: Mike Minter 
2017 RECORD: 6-5 
CENTRAL ARKANSAS 
Conway, AR 
S.1 @TULSA 
$8 Murray State _ 4B 
$15 38-6 
$.29 {HOUSTON STATE 41-30 
0.6 Houston Baptist m1 
0.13 @STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 24-20 
0.20 Northwestern State 45-17 
0.27 @MCHEESE 47-1 
lamar 42-14 
N.10_ Incarnate Word 56-10 
N17 @ABILENE CHRISTIAN 34-0 
COACH: Nathan Brown 
2017 RECORD: 10-2 
CENTRAL CONN, STATE 
New Britain, CT 
A.30_@BALL STATE 
$8 in(Pa.) 
$15 Columbia 
Pita 31-38 
LAFAYETTE 
0.6 @ROBERT HORRIS 42-14 
0.13 @BRYANT 3-4 
0.20 Sacred Heart 26-15 
0.27 Wagner 51-45 
N10 GST. FRANCIS (PA) 26-10 
N.17_ Duquesne 2-21 
COACH: Pete Rossomando 
2017 RECORD: 8-4 
CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 
Charleston, SC 
S.1_ @FLORIDA 
SIS @THE CITADEL 
Elon 1-19 
HAMPTON 
0.6 WANNAH STATE 5227 
13 Virginia-Ly 
0.20 Presbyterian 1-0 
0.27 Kennesaw State 0-38 
N.3 @MONMOUTH 20-3 
N10 “Webb 10-9 
ND 
COACH: Mark Tucker 
2017 RECORD: 6-5 
CHATTANOOGA 
Chattanooga, TN 
i Tech 
S.8 _ @THE CITADEL 14-20 
$1 MARTIN ra 
$.22_ Samford 3-21 
$29 est SU EAMESSEESTATE 10-3 
0.6 We 21-24 
0.8 WESTERN CAROUNA 7-45 
0.27. VHl 63-7 
N3_ @FURMAN 1-41 
N10. Mercer 10-30 
N17 @SOUTH CAROLINA 
COACH: Tom Arth 
2017 RECORD: 3-8 
THE CITADEL 
Charleston, SC 
S.1__ @WOFFORD. 16-20 
ttanooga: 20-14 


COACH: Brent Thompson 
2017 RECORD: 5-6 


COLGATE 
Hamilton, NY 

$1 Holy Cross 

5.8 @NEW HAMPSHIRE 
S.15_@FURMAN 
$.22_ ee 
5.29 & MARY 
0.8 _Comell 

027 own 
N3__@FORDHAM 
N10 GH 

LA WEST POINT 


COACH: Dan Hunt 
2017 RECORD: 7-4 


COLUMBIA 
New York, NY 


COACH: Al Bagnoli 
2017 RECORD: 8-2 


CORNELL 
Ithaca, NY 


COACH: David Archer 
2017 RECORD: 3-7 


DARTMOUTH 


Hanover, NH 


COACH: Buddy Teevens 
2017 RECORD: 8-2 


DAVIDSON 
Davidson, NC 
Brevard 


COACH: Scott Abell 
2017 RECORD: 2-9 


DAYTON 
Dayton. OH 
$1 Robert Morris 


0.8 a@SANDIEGO ay 

0.20 Drake 20-10 

0.27 @BUTLER 2-22 

N10 Morehead State = 34 

N17 G@JACKSONVILLE 

COACH: Rick Chamberlin 

2017 RECORD: 5-6 

DELAWARE 

Newark, DE 

$3. Labret 

SIS Comell 4-4 

$.22 @NORTH DAKOTA STATE 

04 gece 42-35 

13 Elon 

0.20. @NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Me Towson ad 

N10 STONY BROOK 24-20 

N17 Villanova 1-8 

COACH: Danny Rocco 

2017 RECORD: 7-4 

DELAWARE STATE 

Dover, DE 

S.1 @BUFFALO 

$8 poke ti 

S.15_ @WESTERN MIC 

$.29. @NORFOLK STATE Bi 

0.6 T 3-44 

0.13 @HOWARD B-52 

0.20. @SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 1-4 

0.27 North Carolina Central 14-42 

N3 Savannah State 21-35 

N.10_ @MORGAN STATE 3-30 

NAT Virginia-Lynchburg 

COACH: Rod Milstead 

2017 RECORD: 2-9 

DRAKE 

Des Moines, |A 

$1 William Jewell 

5.8 @MONTANA 

S.15 Missouri S&T 

$.29 JACKSONVILLE 52-1 

0.6 Butler 7-16 

0.13 Stetson 

0.20 @DAYTON 10-20 

0.27 @VALPARAISO 38-83 

N3 San Diego 15-45 

N10. Marist 19-14 

N.IT_ GHOREHEAD STATE 

COACH: Rick Fox 

2017 RECORD: 7-4 

DUGUESNE 

Pittsburgh, PA 

A.25 @HASS s 

it toons ww 

5.15 Dayton. 28-3 

$22. @HAWAIL 

0.6 Bryant 26-39 

0.15 Robert Morris 51-14 

Mts asi. BAKE OH 24-7 
1.3 @WAGNER 38-0 

kit SacredHeart _. Sha 

NAT CENTRAL CONNECTICUTSIATE 27-28 

COACH: Jerry Schmitt 

2017 RECORD: 7-4 

EAST TENNESSEE STATE 

Johnson City, TN 

S.1_ MarsHill 

5.8 @TENNESSEE 

5.15 @VHI 28-6 

atlanooga 1 

0.6 Gardner-Webb 

0.13 @THE CITADEL G31 

0.20 @WOFFORD 1431 

0.27 Western Carolina 10-49 

N35 GMERCER %-B 

NT Samford 7-42 

COACH: Randy Sanders 

2017 RECORD: 4-7 

EASTERN ILLINOIS 

Charleston, Ms 

S.1__ @ARKANSA: 

$8 tino B44 

S15 Stale 2-20 

$2 Temeset ae =e 

5.29 G@TENNESSEE TECH 4-233 

0.6 State 27-24 

OB @. WILLE STATE 14-30 

0.20 U 10-27 


0.27 era KENTUCKY B-20 
NO. Austin Pea B-28 
Nw {SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 19-16 


COACH: Kim Dameron 
2017 RECORD: 6-5 


EASTERN KENTUCKY 
Richmond, KY 
A.30 Morehead State 
5.8 @MARSHALL 
S15 @BOWLING GREEN 
$.22 Southeast Missouri 10-29 
0.6 Jacksonville State 3-41 
0.3. @UTMARTIN 31-21 
0.20 Murray State 6-3 
0,27 Eastern Itlinots 20-23 
N35 @AUSTIN PEAY 2431 
N10. Robert Morris 
WIT @TENNESSEE TECH 24-21 
COACH: Mark Elder 
2017 RECORD: 4-7 
EASTERN WASHINGTON* 
Cheney, WA 
$8 IRTHERN ARIZONA 
S.1S_ @WASHINGTON STATE 
S22. CalPoly 
$,29 @MONTANA STATE 3-19 
0.6 Southern Utah 28-46 
et SNE 20-28 
MA soem 

UCDavis 41-38 
i (@PORTLAND STATE 59-33, 
COACH: Aaron Best 
2017 RECORD: 7-4 
ELON 
Elon, NC 
S.1_ @SOUTH FLORIDA 
$.8 Furman 2-28 
S15 @WILLIAM & MARY B- 
$.22 @CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 19-17 
$.29 New Hampshire 6-16 
0.6 @JAMES MADISON 331 
0.13 @DELAWARE 
0.20 Richmond 36-33 
W3 Rhode Island 35-34 
N.10. Towson 3-30 
N17 @MAINE 
COACH: Curt Cignetti 
2017 RECORD: 8-4 
FLORIDA A&M 
Tallahassee, FL 
S.1_ Fort Valley State 
$8 @TROY 
5.18 psn 
$.22 Savannah State 20-14 
$.29 GENORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL 14-21 
0.6 Norfolk State 28-35 
0.13 @NORTH CAROLINA AST 20-31 
0.27 Morgan State 34-31 
N35 @HOWARD 26-37 
N.10. South Carolina State 
N.I7_ Bethune-Cookman* 24-29 

“Drlando, Fl 

COACH: Willie Simmons 
2017 RECORD: 3-8 
FORDHAM 
Bronx, NY 
$1 @CHARLOTIE 
$8 @RICHMOND 
S15 Stony Brook 
$.22 Central Connecticut State 38-31 
0.6 Georgetown 1-9 
0.13 @LEHIGH 45-35 
0.20 Bryant 40-45 
0.27 Lalyelte 10-14 
N3 Colgate 12-38 
N10. @HOLY CROSS 20-42 
NAT @BUCKNELL 20-9 


COACH: Joe Conlin 
2017 RECORD: 4-7 


FURMAN 
 ecpe sc 


33 eau 26-27 


$15 G 45-14 
$.2 ‘AST TENNESSEE STATE 56-35 
$.29 Western Carolina 28-6 
0.13 Wofford 10-28 
0.20 Samford 20-26 
0.27 @THE CITADEL 56-20 
N3 Chattanooga 41-17 
N10 @VMI 42-10 
NIT @HERCER 28-21 


COACH: Clay Hendrix 
2017 RECORD: 8-5 


GARDNER-WEBB 
Boiling Springs, NC 
51 Limestone 


58 RTH CAROLINA AST 3-45 
S15 ern Carolina 27-42 
ia (@APPALACHIAN STATE 


8 f GEAST TENNESSESTATE = 
0.13 Kennesaw State ul 
027 sa wi 
N10 “ECHMRLESTONSDUTHERN 9-10 
N17 Monmouth = 4-41 
COACH: Carroll McCray 
2017 RECORD:1-10 
GEORGETOWN 
Washington, DC 
$1 pus 12-14 
$8 Campbell 16-10 
SAS OMRTMOUTH 
$.22 Columbia M435 
s ROWN 
0.6 @FORDHAM SS}. 5 
0.13 @LAFAVETTE )-1 
0.20 Lehigh 35-54 
0.27 @COLGATE 1035 
N10 Bucknell 0-2 
NIT Holy Cross 10-24 
COACH: Rob Sgarlata 
2017 RECORD!1-10 
GRAMBLING STATE 
map LA 
@LOUISIANA 
Sb eWORTWESTERN STATE 3-10 
5 Bacone 
$.22. Alabama State 14-7 
5.29 Prairie View A&M” 321 
0.13 @TEXAS SOUTHERN 50-24 
0.20 mat Dl 40-32 
.27 Atkansas-Pine Bluff _ 3-26 
NS Mstsiog Vater Sale _ 38-6 
N10. @IALABAMA A&M 
N24 Gather 30-21 
"Dallas, TX, **New Ofleans, LA 
COACH: Broderick Fobbs 
2017 RECORD: 11-2 
HAMPTON* 
Hampton, VA 
5.1 Shaw 
5.8 @MONMOUTH 3-30 
$15 Tennessee State 
5.22 @NORTHERN IOWA 
5.29 Charleston Southern 
0.13 @PRESBYTERIAN 
0.27 Virginia-Lynchburg 
COACH: Robert Prunty 
2017 RECORD:6-5 
HARVARD 
Cambridge, MA 
$15 San Diego 
5.22 @BROWN 45-28 
$.29 Rhode Island 10-17 
0.6 @CORNELL Ml 
0.13 Holy Cross 
0.20 Princeton 17-52 
0.27 @DARTMOUTH 25-22 
N3 Columbia 2-14 
N10. @PENNSYLVANIA 6-23 
NAT Yale 3-4 
COACH: Tim Murphy 
2017 RECORD: 5-5. 
HOLY CROSS 
Worcester, MA 
5.1 @COLGATE 7-45 
$8 dst CLLEGE 
SS 0-32 
S22 Darkoth 26-27 
5.29 Bucknell 20-0 
0.6 @NEW HAMPSHIRE 51-26 
0.13 @HARVARD 
0.27 Lehigh 0-34 
N35 @LAFAYETTE 7-10 
N.10 Fordham 42-20 
N.IT_ @GEORGETOWN 24-10 
COACH: Bob Chesney 
2017 RECORD: 4-7 
HOUSTON BAPTIST 
Houston, TX 
$1 Southwest Baptist 
5.8 McNeese 2-27 
oe Abiene Cuistion 4 
0.6 EG CNTRAL ARKANSAS 1 


0.13 @SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA 10-56 


0.20 Stephen F. Austin 10-27 
0.27 @NORTHWESTERN STATE 710 
N3 Nicholls = 
N10. @LAMAR 16-23 
N17 Sam Houston State 33-53 


COACH: Vic Shealy 


2017 RECORD; 1-10 


HOWARD 

Washington, OC 

$1 @OHIO 

$8 @KENT STATE 338 

$.15_ Savannah State 

$.22 Bethune-Cookman” 

0.6 @NORTHCAROLINACENTRAL a 

0.13 Delaware Stale SEB 

0.20 @MORGAN STATE 39-14 

0.27 South Carolin Stale — 20 
31-26 
26-24 


N3 Florida A&M 
N10 SHOES STATE 
W.17 Bryant 


Indianapolis, IN 


COACH: Mike London 
2017 RECORD: 7-4 


IDAHO 
Moscow, ID 

S.1_ FRESNO STATE 
5.8 Western New Mexico 
$.22, @UCDAVIS 

5.29 Portland State 


0.20 Southern Utah 

pal BEA EASTERN WASHONGTOR 
N10 oe 

N17 @FLORIDA 

COACH: Paul Petrino 
2017 RECORD: 4-8 


IDAHO STATE 
Pocatello, ID 

ABI Western State 
5.15 JFORNIA 
$.22_ @NORTH DAKOTA 
5.29 Northern Arizona 


da 
0.3 @UCDAVIS 11-56 


0.27 Montana State 14-28 
N.3_ @PORTLAND STATE 59-30 
N10 @CALPOLY 38-34 
N17 Weber State 135 
COACH: Rob Phenicie 

2017 RECORD: 4-7 


ILLINOIS STATE 

Normal, IL 

$.1__ Saint Xavier (IIl.) 

S.8 _Easterniliinots 44-3 
§.22, @COLORADO STATE 

5.29 @MISSOURI STATE 34-9 
0.6 Western Illinois M431 
0.13 Southern Illinois 1-42 
0.20. @NORTH DAKOTA STATE 7-20 
0.27 South Dakota State 24-21 
N35 @NORTHERNIOWA 

N10 GINDIANA STATE UB 
N17 Youngstown State 35-0 


COACH: Brock Spack 
2017 RECORD: 6-5 


INCARNATE WORD 

San Antonio, TX 

S.1__ @NEW MEXICO 

$.8 @NORTH TEXAS 

S.1S Stephen. Austin 31-37 
$.29 @ABILENE CHRISTIAN 20-45 
0.6 Southeastern Louisiana 30-49 
0.13 @LAMAR 33-24 
0.20 McNeese 1-55 
0.27 @NICHOLLS 31-38 
N.3__ Sam Houston State 20-57 
N10. @CENTRAL ARKANSAS 10-56 
NV North Alabama 


COACH: Eric Morris 
2017 RECORD:1-10 


INDIANA STATE 
is te ong IN 


a LOUISE 

S15 @EASTERN ILLINOIS 0-2 
5.27 Northern lowa 3-4] 
0.6 @SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 

0.13 Missouri State 20-59 
0.20 @SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 

0.27 @YOUNGSTOWN STATE 24-66 
3. South Dakota 6-56 
N.10 illinois State B24 
N17 @WESTERN ILLINOIS 0-45 


COACH: Curt Mallory 
2017 RECORD: 0-11 


JACKSON STATE 

Jackson, MS 

S.1_ @SOUTHERN MISS 

5.8 Tennessee State” 6-1 


$.15 @FLORIDA A&M 
$.29 Alabama A&M ___e) 
0.6 @ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF 034 
0.13. Mississippi Valley State 245 
0.20 North Alabama 
0.27 @SOUTHERN 21 
3 Prairie View A&M 9-38 
N10. @ALABAMA STATE = 3B 
NIT @ALCORN STATE Ts 
"Memphis, 1 
COACH: Tony Hughes 
Z017 RECORD:3-8 
JACKSONVILLE 
Jacksonville, FL 
S.1__ St.Augustine's 
$8 @MERCER 1-48 
S15 Walsh as 56-31 
$.29 Drake 12 
0.6 @DAVIDSON ri 
0.13 Marist 44-37 
0,20 @STETSON B-10 
0.27 eet 10-63 
N3 23) 
N10 QVAPARRISO 20-11 


NAT Dayton 
COACH: lan Shields 
2017 RECORD: 7-4 


JACKSONVILLE STATE 
Jacksonville, AL 

4.25 North Carolina A&T* 

$.8 Mississippi Valley State 


$.22_ Tennessee Tech 341 
$.29 Austin Peay M4 
0.6 EASTERN KENTUCKY AS 
0.13 Eastern ilinols 30-14 
0,20 @SOUTHEAST MISSOURI ___ Be) 
0.27 @MURRAY STATE 59-23 
N3_ UT Martin 4-7 
N10. @TENNESSEE STATE 36-6 
N.17_ Kennesaw State** 1B 

"Montgomery, AL, **Auanla, GA 


COACH: John Grass 
2017 RECORD: 10-2 


JAMES 

MADISON Harrisonburg, VA 

S.1_ @N.C STATE 

i enonfous SIME 15-14 
2 Wim & Hay 46-14 
5.29 @RIGIMOND 20-13 
0.6 Elon 313 
0.15 @VILLANOVA 30-8 
0.27 Stony Brook 26-1 
N.3_ @NEW HAMPSHIRE 21-0 
N10. Rhode Island 38-3 
NI? @TOWSON 


COACH: Mike Houston — 
2017 RECORD: 14-1 


KENNESAW STATE 


Kennesaw, GA 
A.30 G@OGEORGIA STATE 


5.6 @TENNESSEE TECH m4 

5.15 Alabama State 20-14 

$.22 Clark Atlanta 

$.29 Samford = 28-17 

0.6 Presbyterian 2-0 

0.13 @GARDNER-WEBB > 1-3 

0.27 @CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 38-0 

N3 Campbell 

N10 @MONMOUTH 52-21 

N17. Jacksonville State* 1-7 
“Allanta, GA 

COACH: Brian Bohannon 

2017 RECORD: 12-2 

LAFAYETTE 

Easton, PA 

$.1__ @SACRED HEART 38 

$8 @DELAWARE 

$.15 Monmouth W31 

$.22 @COLGATE ——— 0-27 

$.29 Central Connecticut State — 

0.13. Georgetown 1-0 

0.20. @BUCKNELL 1B 

0.27 @FORDHAM 14-10 

N.3 Holy Cross 10-7 

N10. @ARMY WEST POINT ’ 

NAT Lehigh 3-38 

COACH: John Garrett 

2017 RECORD:3-8 

LAMAR 

Beaumont, TX 

S.1__ Kentucky Christian = 

§.8  @TEXASTECH 

5.15 Northwestern State 28-35 

$.22 Southeastern Louisiana 21-49 

5.29 @NICHOLLS 1-41 

0.13 Incarnate Word a3 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 


0.20 Sam Houston State 21-63 
0.27, @STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 1-34 
N.3 GOCENTRAL ARKANSAS _ 4-42 
N10 Houston Baptist B-6 
N17 @MCHEESE 3-3 


COACH: Mike Schultz 
2017 RECORD: 2-9 


LEHIGH 

Bethlehem, PA 

S.A St.Francis(Pa.) 

$.8 Villanova 35-38 
S15 @NAVY = 

5.22 @PENNSYLVANIA — 41-65 
0.6 @PRINCETON = 

0.15 Fordham 35-45 
0.20 @GEORGETOWN 54-35 
0.27 @HOLY CROSS 34-21 
N3_ Bucknell 42-21 
N10 Colgate 41-38 
Ni \ 38-31 


COACH: Andy Coen 
2017 RECORD:5-7 


MAINE 

Orono, ME 

A.30_ New Hampshire Bu 
5.8 @WESTERN KENTUCKY 

$.22_ @CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

$29 @YALE 


0.6 Villanova 0-31 
0.15 @RHODEISLAND 51-27 
0.20 WILLIAM & MARY 3-6 
0.27 Albany 10 
N3 @TOWSON 

W.10_ @RICHMOND 

N17 Elon 

COACH: Joe Harasymiak 

2017 RECORD: 4-6 

MARIST 

Poughkeepsie, NY 

$1 Georgetown WR 
S15 @BRYANT 

$.22, @STETSON 38-17 
5.29 Dayton 17-36 
0.6 @COLUMBIA 1-41 
0.13 @JACKSONVILLE 37-44 
0.20. Davidson 31-9 
0,27 @MOREHEAD STATE 38-31 
NS Valparaiso 15-49 
N10 @DRAKE 14-19 
N17 San Diego 735 
COACH: Jim Parady 

2017 RECORD: 4-7 

MCNEESE 

Lake Charles, LA 

$.1__ @MORTHERN COLORADO 

$8 @HOUSTON BAPTIST 1-2 
$.15_ Nicholls 35-37 
$22, @BYU 

$.29 Stephen F, Austin 35-0 
0.6 Abilene Christian G7 
0,20 @INCARNATE WORD 55-7 
0.27 Central Arkansas 1-47 
N.3._ @SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA B3 
N.10_ @NORTHWESTERN STATE 44-24 
NAT Lamar E BS 
COACH: Lance Guidry 

2017 RECORD: 9-2 

MERCER 

Macon, GA 

$.1_ @MEMPHIS 

5.8 Jacksonville 48-7 
5.15 @SAMFORD 2 3-20 
$.22 The Citadel ud 
5.29 @VMI 49-14 
0.5 @YALE 

0.20 Western Carolina 5-33 
0.27, @WOFFORD 1-28 
3. East Tennessee State 23-26 


N10. @CHATTANOOGA 3 
WI7 Furman 21-28 
COACH: Bobby Lamb 

2017 RECORD: 5-6 


missisnent VALLEY ST.” 
itta Bena, MS 

r 30 @NORTH DAXOTA 

$.8 @JACKSONVILLESTATE 


S.22. Alcorn State 0-59 
0.5 @BETHUNE-COOKMAN 

0,13 @JACKSON STATE 524 
0.20. Arkansas-Pine Bluff 38-31 
0.27 @TEXAS SOUTHERN 0-38 
NS ‘AGRAMBLING STATE 6-38 
N17 Alabama ASM 14-49 
N.22_ @ALABAMA STATE 10-16 


COACH: Vincent Dancy 
2017 RECORD: 2-9 
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2018 FCS SCHEDULES 


MISSOURI STATE 
Springfield, MO 


S.1_ @OKLAHOMA STATE 


0.13 GINDIANA STATE 

0.20 Western ilinais 

0.27 Southern Illinois 

N3 ESCOLA SIME 
N10 North Dakota State 

wa anh 

COACH: Dave Steckel 
2017 RECORD: 3-8 


MONMOUTH 
West Long Branch, NJ 


N10 Kennesaw State 

N17 @GARDNER-WEBB 
COACH: Kevin Callahan 
2017 RECORD: 9-3 


MONTANA 
Missoula, MT 

S.1 Northern lowa 
S.8 Drake 

S15 @WESTERN ILLINOIS 
$.22 Sacramento State 
5.29 @CALPOLY 

0.6 - Portland State 
0.13 @NORTH DAKOTA 
0.27 UCDavis 


N3 NUTAH 

N10 @IDAHO 

N17 Montana State 
COACH: Bobby Hauck 
2017 RECORD: 7-4 


MONTANA STATE 
Bozeman, se 

A30 Western 

5.8 esouHAOT SME 


5.15. Wagner 
iu G@PORTLAND STATE 


0.20 (WEBER STATE 

0.27 @IDAHO STATE 

N3 GalPoly 

N10 Norther Colorado 
N17 @MONTANA 
COACH: Jeff Choate 
2017 RECORD: 5-6 


MOREHEAD STATE 
Morehead, KY 

A30 @EASTERN KENTUCKY 

S.8 Mount St, Joseph 

S.15 Austin Peay 


3 @STETSON 
N10 @DAYTON 
NA) Drake 


COACH: Rob Tenyer 
2017 RECORD: 4-7 


MORGAN STATE 
Baltimore, MD 


@ALBANY 
5.22. @NORTH CAROLINA A&T 
0.6 South Carolina State 
0.13 @SAVANNAH STATE 
0.20 Howard 
0.27 @FLORIDA A&M 
N3. Bethune-Cookman 
N.10 Delaware State 
NIT @NORFOLK STATE 
COACH; Ernest Jones 
2017 RECORD: 1-10 


MURRAY STATE 
Murray, KY 


A.30 Southern Illinois 


45-33 
4-11 


B31 


2018 STREET & SMITH’S COLLE 


5.8 @CENTRAL ARKANSAS B-41 
S15 @KENTUCKY 
6.29 UT Martin “B40 
0.6 @EASTERN ILLINOIS 4-0 
020 EASTERVRENTUCRY a6 
Jacksonville 3 B59 
N.3 _G@TENNESSEE TECH __ 3a 
N.10° Southeast Missouri 10-21 
N17 @AUSTINPEAY ie 


COACH: Mitch Stewart 
2017 RECORD; 3-8 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Durham, NH 

A30 fue WB 

le 

oo = — 
ON 16-6 

0.6 Holy Cross ___ 651 

0.13 Stony Brook 14-38 

0.20 Delaware 

0.27 VILLANOVA ~ 

N3 James Madison 0-21 

N10 Albany — = 0-5 

NAT @RHODE ISLAND 28-14 

COACH:Sean McDonnell 

2017 RECORD: 9-5 

NICHOLLS 

Thibodaux, LA 

S.1__ @KANSAS 

$8 Pied 

S15 @MCNEESE RIES) 

S.22 Sam Houston State 1-66 

29 Lamar = 41-4 

se GHOHTESTERH STATE _ 14-10 

0.27 IncamateWord 3831 

N.S @HOUSTON BAPTIST ll 

N10. Stephen F. Austin MB 

W.15 Southeastern Louisiana Tr 

COACH: Tim Rebowe 

2017 RECORD: 8-4 

NORFOLK STATE 

Norfolk, VA 

S.1__ Virginia State 0-4 

a James Madison _ 45 

$22 @SOUTHCAROUNASTATE. 

a 

0.20 NorthCarolinaCentral = 28-21 

0.27 @SAVANNAH STATE 9-07 

N3_ G@NORTH CAROLINA A&T 15 

N.10_Howard UB 

NIT Morgan State 45-22 

COACH; Latrell Scott 

2017 RECORD: 4-7 

NORTH ALABAMA 

Florence, AL 

A Prt = 

Si GNORTMOMOTASTAE 

is Sn 

ie —2 

15 Missis lege af 

0.20. @JACKSON STATE 

N3_ Shorter ‘o 

N10 North Greenville (S.C) 

WIT @INCARNATE WORD 

COACH: Chris Willis 

2017 RECORD: 5-5 

NORTH CAROLINA A&T 

Greensboro, NC 

A25 Jacksonville State” 

|] @EAST CAROLINA 

5.8 Gardner-Webb 45-3 

5.2 MorganState 49-17 

5.29 South Carolina State 2-1 

0.6 @DELAWARE STATE 43 

O.B Florida A&M 31-20 

0.20 @BETHUNE-COOKMAN 24-20 

N3 Norfolk State 35-7 

‘tn WANNAH STATE 3-11 


NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL 
“Nonfoam 
COACH: Sam Washington 
2017 RECORD: 12-0 


N.C. CENTRAL 
Durham, NC 

$.2__ Prairie View A&M* 
5.8 St. Augustine's 


GE FOOTBALL 


S.15 @SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 3-8 
S22 @DUKE 7-60 
$.29 Flotidaked 4 
0.6 Howard = BT 
0.20 @NORFOLKSTATE = 2-28 
ou epee EDEL AE STATE : 42-14 
N10" Sec oot = 10-3 
NAT NorthCarolinaAat 10-24 
"Alianta, GA 
COACH: Granville Eastman 
2017 RECORD: 7-4 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Grand Forks, ND 
A.30 Mississippi Valley State 
$8 JASHINGTON 
SS M HOUSTON STATE 
$2 State 
$.29 @NORTHERN COLORADO 48-38 
0.13 Ho 17-41 
0.20. @SACRAMENTO STATE 234 
0.27 Weber State 
3 @IDAHO = 
N10. Portland State 48-21 
N17 @NORTH V 
COACH: Bubba Schweigert 
2017 RECORD: 3-8 
NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
Fargo, ND 
S1__GIPoly _ 
$15 North Alabama 
$.29 SouthDakotaState 13 
0.6 G@NORTHERN IOWA 30-14 
0.13 GWESTERN ILLINOIS 24-2 
0.20 Illinois State 20-7 
13 Yangon m4 
e = 
N10 @HISSOURISTATE 
N.17_ Southern Illinois 
COACH: Chris Klieman 
2017 RECORD: 14-1 
NORTHERN ARIZONA 
Flagstaff, AZ 
Sl @urmP 
$8 __ Eastern Washington 
S.15_ @HISSOURI STATE 
S.22 Southern Utah 20-48 
$.29 @IDAHO STATE = 
Weber State = 
0.20 @NORTHERN COLORADO a” 
7 CalPoly = 
N3 @UCDAVIS * sit 
HE eNO SU a 
Sainte Souers 
2017 RECORD: 7-5 
NORTHERN COLORADO 
Greeley, CO 
S.1_Helleese 
$8 @SOUTHDAKOTA 
2 aWEBASTATE 2 
5.29 North Dakota ——_ 
0.6 UCDavis = 
0B TLAND STATE 
0.20 Arizona 20-48 
0.27 @SOUTHERN UTAH 27 
W3 Eastem Washington 
N10 @MONTANASTATE 24-27 
COACH: Earnest Collins Jr. 
2017 RECORD: 3-7 
NORTHERN IOWA 
Cedar Fails, |A 
S.1_ @HONTANA 
S15 @IOWA 
$22 Hampton 
S.27 @INDIANA STATE = 43 
0.6 North Dakota State 14-30 
OB DAKOTA 34-29 
0.20 South Dakota State 2-37 
1 /ESTERN ILLINOIS 29-38 
N.3 _ Illinois State 
N10 @YOUNGSTOWN STATE 19-14 
N.I7_ Missouri State b-10 
COACH: Mark Farley 
2017 RECORD: 8-5 
NORTHWESTERN STATE 
Natchitoches, LA 
Pee 
10-233 
S15 @LAMAR = 35-28 


$.29 @SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA 20-49 (0.27 William& Mary = 
0.6 Nicholls “10-4 NS ELON 34-35 
0.13 SamHouston State — ___ 36-40 —sN.I0._ GAMES MADISON 3-38 
at eau ARKANSAS vs N17 New Hampshire 4-28 
= 5 —— : 
3 eNBLENEGHRSTAN 2593 esr Li 
NJO McNeese ps 
4.15. @STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 38-21 RICHMOND 
COACH: Brad Laird Richmond, VA 
2017 RECORD: 4-7 $1 GWIRGINIA 
PENNSYLVANIA eet) 
Philadelphia, PA $.22 @STONY BROOK 14-27 
5.15 Bucknell = $.29 JamesMadison B20 
$.22 Lehigh 65-47 0.6 Delaware 35-42 
5.29 @DARTMOUTH B-6 0.13 @ALBANY 41-38 
0.6 @SACRED HEART _ 0.20 @ELON 33-36 
13 Columbia 31-34 =—-N3_ Villanova 2-0 
on BROWN Ard NAT BLAM MA 7-20 
oo = Bu COAC 8: Russ Huesman : 
in PRUICETON 3335 2017 RECORD:6-5 
COACH: Ray Priore ROBERT MORRIS 
2017 RECORD: 6-4 Moon Township, PA 
PORTLAND STATE oi fieon se — = 
Portland, OR S.15 GAMES MADISON - 
A31_ @NEVADA $.22 @BRYANT 11-42 
$.8 @OREGON 0.6 Central Connecticut State W-42 
S15 College of Idaho 0.15 G@DUQUESHE 14-51 
5.22 Montana State -30 0.20 Central State 
@IDAHO 0.27 St.Francis (Pa) 136 
0.6 @MONTANA 33-45 —-N3 @SACRED HEART W-2i 
0.15 Northern Colorado N10" COSTA IEMeOY 
3 iahosie a fee > 
weane Aaee a COACH: Bernard Clark Jr. 
kia aNoRNDAOT Bi Soprteconb. 2-9 
COACH: Bruce Barnum SACRAMENTO STATE 
2017 RECORD: 0-11 Sacramento, CA 
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M i 2 ape sure 
Prairie View, TX ts @NORTHERN COLORADO 50-21 
A’ enc t 52 onus 
5.2 North Carolina Central* 0.6 E 49-14 
5.8 @SAMHOUSTON STATE 3-440 OB outa ot 54-27 
$5 GUN 0.20 North Dakota 34-01 
S.22 @ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF 35-12 0.27 PortlandState 
$29 Grambling State” 734 —-N3_ GWEBERSTATE 1431 
0.18 Southen 31-37 N10 Northern Arizona 137 
ar. PUCKSaMSTAE ry 7 @UCDAVIS 52-47 
fy Rimetne————3€3. COA oa Sea 
4.24 Texas Southern 30-16 = * “f- 
Ailanta CA Dalles 7 
alanis, GA, “Daas SACRED HEART 
COACH: Eric Dooley Fairfield, CT 
2017 RECORD: 6-5 $1 Lafayette 38-24 
$8 @BUCKNELL 3-34 
PRESBYTERIAN $.22 @WAGNER 
Clinton, SC $.29 @CORNELL 
i @AUSTINPEAY = 0.6 Pennsylvania 
oo 0.13 @DARTMOUTH 26-29 
0.20 @CENTRALCONNECTICUTSTATE 15-26 
EKEMNESAWSTATE 0-28 © — 0.27 Bryant 45-48 
= N3 Robert Mortis 74 
JN SOUTHERN 0-7 = N10. @DUOUESNE 23] 
i Monmouth war re WIT St.Francis(Pa.) 16-7 
penne UNER-WESB x COACH: Mark Nofri 
N10 28-16 c x 
i aro ——" | 2017 RECORD: 4-7 
COACH: Tommy Spangler SAM HOUSTON STATE 
2017 RECORD: 4-7 Huntsville, TX 
$8 Prairie View A&M 44-3) 
PRINCETON $15 North Dakota : 
Princeton, NJ $.22 @NICHOLLS 66-17 
S15 @BUTLER 529 Cel s 30-41 
$.22 Monmouth 0.6 hen F. Austin*® 27-16 
5.29 @COLUMBIA 4-2 (0.3 SSHOATHWESTERN STATE 40-36 
06 Lehigh 0.20 GLAHAR 63-27 
0.8 Brown 58-0 0.27 Southeastern Louisiana 3-3 
0.20 @HARVARD 52-17 iB G@INCARNATE WORD 57-20 
0.27 Cornell 28-29 J0 Abilene Christian 44-35 
N3 Dartmouth 44-54 i @HOUSTON BAPTIST 53-33 
NiO @YALE ~~ 35 “Rouston, 1 
NAT Pennsylvania _ 3338 COACH: K.C. Keeler 
COACH: Bob Surace 2017 RECORD: 12-2 
2017 RECORD: 5-5 
SAMFORD 
RHODE ISLAND Birmingham, AL 
Kingston, Ri A30 Shorter 
A30 G@DELAWARE —— 5.8 @FLORIDA STATE : 
$8 Albany SHA SIS Mercer : 203 
SIS @CONNECTICUT S22 @CHATTANOOGA NG 
$.29 @HARVARD 1-10 $.29_ @KENNESAW STATE 1-28 
Brown 2-24 0.6 WesternCarolina 34-38 
0.3 Maine SOB MI 26-7 
0.20 @STONY BROOK 18-35 (0.20 @FURMAN 26-20 


voter 14-21 
io 35-14 
NAT EAST TENNESSEE STATE 42-7 
COACH: Chris Hatcher 
2017 RECORD: 8-4 
SAN DIEGO 
San Diego, CA 
S.1__ Western New Mexico 34-20 
$8 @UCDAVIS 135 
$15 @HARVARD 
$.29 Stetson 48-7 
0.6 @HOREHEAD STATE 56-27 
0.13 Dayton BT 
0.20 @BUTLER 36-17 
0.27 Jacksonville 63-10 
N35 @DRAKE 45-15 
N10. Davidson 63-7 
N17 @MARIST 35-7 
COACH: Dale Lindsey 
2017 RECORD: 10-3 
SAVANNAH STATE 
Savannah, GA 
A30 @UAB 
5.8 @MIAMI(FLA.) 
S15 @HOWARD 
5.22 @FLORIDA ASM 14-20 
5.29 Bethune-Cookman 12-24 
0.6 Charleston Southern 27-52 
0.13 Morgan State 28-48 
0.27 Norfotk State 21-9 
N.3 @DELAWARESTATE 35-21 
N10. North Carolina A&T 11-36 
NIT @ISOUTH CAROLINA STATE 34-10 


COACH: Erik Raeburn 
2017 RECORD: 3-8 


SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 
Orangeburg, SC 

5.1 @IGEORGIA SOUTHERN 

$8 @UCF 


$.15 North Carolina Central 8-33 
S.22. Norfolk State 

$.29 @NORTH CAROLINA A&T 1 
0.6 @MORGAN STATE 35-14 
0.13 Bethune-Cookman 9-22 
0.20 Delaware State MT 
0.27 @HOWARD 20-28 
N10 @FLORIDA ABM 

N17 Savannah State 10-34 


COACH: Buddy Pough 
2017 RECORD: 3-7 


SOUTH DAKOTA 
Vermillion, SO 

5.1 @KANSAS STATE 

5.8 Norther Colorado 
S.15 @WEBER STATE 


$.29 SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 42-0 
be Vissurl Ste 

29-34 
on I YOUNGSTOWNSTATE 31-28 
0.27 North Dakota State 4-49 
N3 @INDIANA STATE 56-6 
N.10. Western tllinols 38-33 
N17 @SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 28-31 


COACH: Bob Nielson 
2017 RECORD: 8-5 


SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 
Brookings, SD. 


‘ (@IQWA STATE 


8 Montana State 3-27 
S18 Arkansas-Pine Bluff 

$.29 @NORTH DAKOTA STATE 3-2 
0.6 Indiana State 

0.13 Youngstown State 119 
0.20 @NORTHERN IOWA WR 
0.27 @ILLINOIS STATE 2-4 
N3. HissouriState 62-30 
N.10. GISOUTHERN ILLINOIS 49-14 
NT South Dakota 31-28 


COACH: John Stiegelmeier 
2017 RECORD: 11-3 


SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 
Cape Girardeau, MO 
$1 @ARKANSAS STATE 


5.8 Dayton 3-25 
5.5 ‘ SOUTHERNILLINOIS 1-35 
S.22 @EASTERN KENTUCKY 29-10 
0.6 Sc TENNESSEE TECH 313 
0.13 Austin Peay 31-38 
0.20 Jacksonville State 1B 
0.27 @UTMARTIN 14-16 
N3 Tennessee State 20-23 
N10 @MURRAY STATE 21-10 
N17 Eastern tilinois 16-19 


COACH: Tom Matukewicz 
2017 RECORD: 3-8 


SE LOUISIANA 
Hammond, LA 


$1 SIAN MONROE 


$8 als 2 
$e ~Central Arkansas 6-38 
AR 49-21 
oy Northwestern State 49-20 
0.6 BOCA ORO _ 49-30 
a a ee 
tas =H Be 
NAS. Mio me 
COACH; Frank Scelfo 
2017 RECORD: 6-5 
SOUTHERN 
se Rouge, LA 
@ru 

$s EIOUISANATECH 
S.15_ Langston 
$.22 Alabama Aah 3-14 
5.29 Alcorn State 31-48 
0.3 CEPRAIRIEVIEW ABM 3-31 
0.20 TexasSouthern”* 33-7 
0.27 Jackson State 35-17 
N.10_Arkansas-Pine Bluff 47-40 
N24 Grambling State*** = 130 

“Mobile, Al, *'Dallas, TX, ***New Orleans, LA 
COACH: Dawson Odums 
2017 RECORD: 7-4 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
Carbondale, IL 
A30_ @MURRAY STATE 
$.8  @OLEMISS 
$.15 Southeast Missouri 35-17 
$.29 South Dakota 0-42 
0.6 G@YOUNGSTOWN STATE 20-28 
0.13 @ILLINOIS STATE 42-7 
0.20 Indiana State 45-24 
0.27 @MISSOURI STATE 28-36 
N3_ Western illinois 14-28 
N.J0_ South Dakota State 14-49 
N.IT_ @NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
COACH: Nick Hill 
2017 RECORD: 4-7 
SOUTHERN UTAH 
Cedar City, UT 
S.1__ North Alabama 
5.8 @OREGON STATE 
$15 @ARIZONA 
5.22 @NORTHERN ARIZONA 48-20 
0.6 _@EASTERN WASHINGTON 46-28 
0.13 Sacramento State 2-54 
0.20 @IDAHO 
0.27 Northern Colorado m4 
N.3- Montana 
N10 Weber State B30 
N.17_ @CALPOLY = 20-14 
COACH: Demario Warren 
2017 RECORD: 9-3 
ST. FRANCIS (PA) 
Loretto, PA 
1 @LEHIGH 
5.8 Delaware State 
S.15_ @RICHMOND 
5.22 @ALBANY 
5.29 West Virginia Westeyan 
0.13 @WAGNER 31-6 
0.20 Duquesne 1-4 
0.27 @ROBERT MORRIS 36-7 
N3 Bryant 30-14 
N10. Central Connecticut State 10-28 
N17 @SACRED HEART 16 
COACH: Chris Villarrial 
2017 RECORD:5-6 
STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 
Nacogdoches, TX 
S.1_ @HISSISSIPPI STATE 
$.8_ Tarleton State 
S.1S_ @INCARNATE WORD 731 
$.22 Abilene Christian 20-10 
$.29 @MCNEESE 0-35 
0.6 SamHouston State* 16-27 
0.13 Central Arkansas 20-24 
0.20. @HOUSTON BAPTIST 2-10 
0.27, Lamar 34-7 
N.10_ @NICHOLLS B-34 
N.15 Northwestern State 


COACH: Clint Conque 
2017 RECORD: 4-7 


STETSON 
DeLand, FL 
S.1__ Point (Ga.) 
5.8 Waldorf (lowa) 


S15 GPnESEYTERUR 


$.22 Mai 1138 
in esti 7-48 
in fanart —_ *-B 
27 @DAVIDSO = 2-11 
3 Hovehead Slate 26-29 
N10 @BUTLER ws 
NIT Valparaiso 24-21 
COACH: Roger Hughes 
2017 RECORD;2-9 
STONY BROOK 
Stony Brook, NY 
S.1__ @AIR FORCE 
5.8 Bryant Pre 
5.15 @FORDHAM =—— 
$.22 Richmond 1-4 
$.29 Villanova = 
0.6 @TOWSON —— oe 
13 @NEW HAMPSHIRE 38-24 
0.20 Rhode Island 3-18 
0.27 @JAMES MADISON 1-6 
NO Delaware 20-24 
NIT @ALBANY 28-21 
COACH: Chuck Priore 
2017 RECORD: 10-3 
TENNESSEE STATE 
Nashville, TN 
S.1_Bethune-Cookman 
5.8 JacksonState™ 15 
5.5 MPTON 
$.2 STERN ILLINOIS 16-19 
5.29 @VANDERBILT 
0.6 IN PEAY 1-2 
0.13 @MURRAY STATE 
0.20 Tennessee Tech 26-30 
N3__(@SOUTHEAST MISSOURI B20 
N10 Jacksonville State 6-36 
WT UT Martin ee)! 
Memplis, 1 
COACH: Rod Reed 
2017 RECORD: 6-5 
TENNESSEE TECH 
Cookeville, TN 
An OCATTANDOGA 
14-27 
th CUIAKSITE 
S.22_@JACKSONVILLE STATE 134 
5.29 Eastern Illinois = B-4 
0.6 Southeast Missouri 331 
0.20 @TENNESSEESTATE 30-26 
0.27 TIN PEAY 28-35 
N3 State _ 231 
N10. @UTMARTIN 0-24 
N17 Eastern Kentucky 2-24 
COACH: Dewayne Alexander 
2017 RECORD; 1-10 
TEXAS SOUTHERN 
Houston, TX 
$.1__UT-Permian Basin 
S.8  @TEXASSTATE 
S.15 @ALCORN STATE 1-24 
$.22 @HOUSTON 
0.6 Alabama A&H __ B30 
0.13 Grambling State 24-50 
0.20 Southern* 733 
0.27 Wesispp Nanay Sate ___ ll 
N3__ @ALABAMA STATE 16-23 
NIT Arkansas-Pine Bluff 24-10 
N24 @PRAIRIEVIEW AGM 16-30 
"Dallas, 1% 
COACH: Michael Haywood 
2017 RECORD: 2-9 
TOWSON 
Towson, MD 
S.1_ @MORGAN STATE 10-0 
# (WAKE FOREST 
$15 @VILLANOVA 9-24 
$.29 The Citadel 
0.6 Stony Brook - 1-25 
0.18. William & Mary 26-14 
0.20 @ALBANY 
0.27 @DELAWARE 18-17 
N3 Maine — 
N10 @ELON 30-33 
N17 James Madison 
COACH: Rob Ambrose 
2017 RECORD:5-6 
UC DAVIS 
Davis, CA 
A.30. @SAN JOSE STATE 
$8 San Diego 35-7 


S.15_ @STANFORD 
$.22 Idaho 
0.6 @NORTHERN COLORADO 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 


0.13 Idaho State 

0.20 @CALPOLY 

0.27 @MONTANA 

N3_ Northern Arizona 

N10. @EASTERN WASHINGTON 
N.I7_ Sacramento State 
COACH: Dan Hawkins 
2017 RECORD: 5-6 


UT MARTIN 
an Hat 


@UI 
Ry EMOLE TENNESSEE 
5.15, Chattanooga 


0.27. Southeast Missoi 

N3 “BUCSONLLESTATE 
N.10_ Tennessee Tech 

N.I7 @TENNESSEE STATE 
COACH: Jason Simpson 
2017 RECORD:6-5 


VALPARAISO 


Valparaiso, 


ib @DUQUES 

5 GHOUNGSTOWNSTATE 
or Truman State 
$29 Davidson 
0.6 @DAYTON 


0.3. Butler 

oat GADREIEAD STATE 
is. HART 

N.10_ Jacksonville 

NAT @STETSON 


COACH: Dave Cecchini 
2017 RECORD: 6-5 


VILLANOVA 
Villanova, PA 
5.1 @TEMPLE 
5.8 GLEHIGH 
$15 Towson 
$.22 Bucknell 
9 @STONY BROOK 

6 @MAINE 
On James Madison 
027 Le a 
N3 @RICHHO 
N10 ilsné Hay 
NIT @DELAWARE 
COACH: Mark Ferrante 
2017 RECORD: 5-6 


VMI 
Lexington, VA 
5.1 @TOLEDO 


@Wol 
5.15 East Tennessee State 
5.22 @WESTERN CAROLINA 
5.29 Mercer 
0.13 @SAMFORD 
0.20 The Citadel 
0.27 @CHATTANOOGA 
NS feta 
N10. Furma 
Na OLD DOMINION 
COACH: Scott Wachenheim 
2017 RECORD: 0-11 


WAGNER 
Staten Island, NY 
A.30 Bowie State 

8 @SYRACUSE 
+e eon TE 
$29 | cNMOUTH 
0.6 @CAMPBELL 


0.13 St. Francis (Pa) 

0.27 @CENTRAL CONNECTICUT STATE 
ee Pau 

ir ROBERT HORS 

COACH: Jason Houghtaling 
2017 RECORD: 4-7 


WEBER STATE 


8 GICAL 

5.15 South Dakota 

5.22 Northern Colorado 
0.6 @NORTHERN ARIZONA 
0.13 Eastern Washington 
0.20 Montana State 

0.27 @NORTH DAKOTA 
N.3__ Sacramento State _ 
N10 @SOUTHERN UTAH 


yoo 


~ ay 
Ee ErSoeee 


40-45 


28-15 
631 
45-51 


0-38 
16-31 
7 


NAT @IDAHO STATE 3-7 
COACH: Jay Hill 

2017 RECORD: 11-3 

WESTERN CAROLINA 
Cullowhee, NC 

S.1 Newberry 

5.15 @GARDNER-WEBB Aba 
5.22 VM 26-7 
5.29 @FURMAN 6-28 
0.6 @SAMFORD 38-34 
0.13 Chattanooga 45-7 
0.20 @MERCER 33-35 
0.27 sts TMS 49-10 
N3- The Citadel 31-19 
N10 Wot 1d 8-35 
N17 @NORTH CAROLINA 10-65 


COACH: Mark Speir 
2017 RECORD: 7-5 


WESTERN ILLINOIS 
Macomb, IL 

A.30 @MONTANA STATE 

$8 @ILLINOIS 

S15 Montana 

$.29 Youngstown State 

0.6 @ILLINOIS STATE 34 
0.13 North Dakota State 12-24 
0.20 GOeSSOURISTATE 4930 
0.277 em lowa __ 3-29 
N3 TSSOUTHERN NOL 2-14 
N10 @SOUTH DAKOTA B-38 
N.I7 Indiana State 45-0 


COACH: Jared Elliott 
2017 RECORD:8-4 


WILLIAM & MARY 
Williamsburg, VA 
S.1 @BUCKNELL 30-9 
i pence ED - 
oh INNES HADISON 4-46 
$.29 Colgate 
0.6 All 
0.13 @rowSON 4-26 
0.20 Maine 6-23 
0.27 @RHODE ISLAND 
N10 @VILLANOVA = 
NIT Richmond 20-27 
COACH: Jimmye Laycock 
2017 RECORD: 2-9 
WOFFORD 
Spartanburg, SC 
$1 The Citadel 6 
$8 VHI 45-14 
S15 @WYOMING 
6.29. @GARONER-WEBB 7-4 
0.6 aA 24-21 
0.5 @FURMAN 28-10 
0.20 East Tennessee State 31-24 
0.7 ee 28-27 
N3 21-24 
N10 ESTER CAROLINA 35-28 
N.I7_ Presbyterian 37 
COACH: Josh Conklin 
2017 RECORD: 10-3 
YALE 
New Haven, CT 
SAS @HOLY CROSS 32-0 
S22 : ELL 49-24 
5.29 Maine 
0.6 Dartmouth 27-28 
0.13 Mercer 
0.20 @PENNSYLVANIA 24-19 
0.27 @COLUMBIA B-6 
N3 Brown 34-1 
N10 Princeton 35-31 
NIT @HARVARD 43 
COACH: Tony Reno 
2017 RECORD: 9-1 
YOUNGSTOWN STATE 
Maa i OH 
$1 
$8 ewe VIRGINIA 
$15 Valparaiso 
5.29 @WESTERN ILLINOIS 
0.6 Southern Illinois 28-20 
0.13 @SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 19-7 
0.20 South Dakota 28-31 
0.27 Indiana State 66-24 
N.3 G@NORTH DAKOTA STATE 24-27 
N10. Northern lowa 14-19 
NT @ILLINOIS STATE 0-35 
COACH: Bo Pelini 
2017 RECORD: 6-5 
“Schedules had yet to be 
completed by press time. 
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NCAA DIVISION 2 2018 PREVIEW 


» PRESEASON TOP 25 


© West Florida (1|-4) 

© Indiana (Pa.) (13-1) 

© Minnesota State (15-1) 

© Fort Hays State (1/-/) 

© Grand Valley State (8-3) 

© Texas A&M-Commerce (14-1) 
© Indianapolis (||-1) 

© Harding (11-4) 

© Northwest Missouri State (9-3) 
© Midwestern State (10-1) 

© Central Washington (1|-1) 

© Shepherd (10-]) 

© Ashland (11-2) 

© Colorado State-Pueblo (9-3) 
© Sioux Falls (9-3) 

© West Georgia (9-4) 

© Assumption (1/-2) 

© Central Missouri (9-3) 

© Ferris State (1/-2) 

© West Alabama (10-3) 

© Findlay (10-3) 

© Carson-Newman (8-3) 

© Virginia State (10-1) 

© Edinboro (7-4) 

© Colorado School of Mines (7-4) 


» ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


OFFENSE 

QB AmirHall 6-4, 180/Sr., Bowie State 

RB Marcus Jones 5-11, 225/Sr., Gannon 

RB Walter Fletcher 5-9, 191/Jr., Edinboro 

OL Devon Johnson 6-7, 315/Sr., Ferris State 
OL A.J. Roland 6-1, 280/Sr., Midwestern State 
OL Frank Ball 6-3, 280/Jr., Virginia State 

OL James Moore 6-5, 310/Sr., Central Wash. 
OL Colin McAllister 6-2, 290/Jr., Indiana (Pa.) 
TE SethHebert 6-4, 225/Sr., Central Missouri 
WR_ Weston Carr 6-2, 200/Jr., Azusa Pacific 
WR RyanFeiss 5-10, 190/Sr., Shepherd 


DEFENSE 

DL Davondrick Lison 6-2, 213/Sr., South. Arkansas 
DL Adonis Davis 6-3,257/Sr,, Florida Tech 

DL James Prater Jr. 6-0, 253/Sr., Ashland 

DL Markus Jones 6-3, 255/Sr., Angelo State 

LB Brandon Payer 6-4, 248/Sr., CSU-Pueblo 
LB Terry Samuel 6-2, 193/Sr., West Alabama 

LB Tyler Morrissey 6-3, 256/Sr., West Chester 
DB Darius Williams 6-0, 195/Sr., CSU-Pueblo 
DB Tyler Hasty 6-0, 190/Sr., Central Washington 
DB Marvin Conley 5-10, 190/Sr., West Florida 
DB Sterling Hammond 6-1, 210/Jr., Virginia Union 


SPECIALISTS 
K Casey Bednarski 6-1, 220/Sr., Minnesota State 


P Brendan Paulison 6-0, 210/Sr., West Chester 
RET Deonte Harris 5-6, 170/Sr., Assumption 


West Florida head coach 
Pete Shinnick 


UPSTART WEST FLORIDA WINNING BIG EARLY 


BY GREGG DEWALT | Florence (Ala.) TimesDaily 


ete Shinnick didn’t say it out loud, 

but when he took on the task of 

building the University of West 

Florida football program from 

scratch in 2014 his goal was to 
qualify for the NCAA playoffs in the 
second season. 

Not only did Shinnick blow that 
goal out of the water by taking the 
Argonauts to the national title game 
in his second year in Pensacola, last 
season was by no means a fluke. With 
nearly everyone returning from the 
Division 2 runner-up, UWF should 
remain among the nation’s elite. 

“My personal goal was for us to 
make the playoffs in Year Two,” 
Shinnick says. “I didn’t publicize that 
but, when I was putting together a 
staff, we talked about how we could do 
that and what we would look like.” 

West Florida hired Shinnick away 
from UNC Pembroke to start the 
program in 2014. He brought in his 
first recruiting class in 2015, and the 
Argonauts played their first game in 
the Gulf South Conference in 2016. 

A year later, UWF snuck into the 
playoffs with three losses and nearly 
won it all, losing in the championship 
game to Texas A&M-Commerce. 

Shinnick says it was satisfying to see 
his plan work and help a university 
known more for its success in tennis 
and golf embrace football. 


“I think we have created a nice niche 
and identity for ourselves,” he says. 


TOP 25 


The beauty of having success in 
a program still in its infancy is the 
amount of young players on the roster, 
and that’s certainly the case with West 
Florida, which will return as many as 
20 starters. That’s why the Argos lead 
our preseason Top 25. Ten offensive 
starters return, including QB Mike 
Beaudry, four receivers and the two 
top running backs. Marvin Conley, 
Johnathan Coleman and Trent Archie 
head up a strong defensive unit. 

Indiana (Pa.) sailed undefeated 
into last year’s semifinals, where it 
ran into West Florida. It was the first 
semifinal appearance for coach Paul 
Tortorella’s team since 1999, and the 
Crimson Hawks should be the class 
of the Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference (PSAC) again. Samir 
Bullock and Justice Evans both eclipsed 
the 1,000-yard rushing mark, while QB 
Lenny Williams Jr. threw 31 touchdown 
passes. 

Minnesota State had an offense 
that averaged 40.1 points per game and 
it could be even better this season with 
the return of QB Ryan Schlichte (25 TD 
passes) and running backs Nate Gunn 
and Justin Taormina, who combined 
for 2,690 yards in 2017. 


SHINNICK: REED HOFFMANN / AP 


Fort Hays State put together the 
best season in school history last year 
and made the playoffs for the first 
time since 1995 while clinching its 
first Midwest Intercollegiate Athletic 
Association title. Included was a 13-12 
win over MIAA kingpin Northwest 
Missouri State. There are some holes 
for coach Chris Brown to fill, including 
at tailback, where graduated Kenneth 
Theme rushed for 1,380 yards and 13 
TDs in 2017. Look for the passing game 
to compensate, as QB Jacob Mezera 
returns along with top targets Monterio 
Burchfield and Layne Bieberle. 

Grand Valley State’s three 
losses in 2017 were by a combined 
eight points, and the Lakers look 
to rebound from missing the NCAA 
playoffs. The Lakers lost seven starters 
from a defense that allowed 13 points 
per game. Offensively, coach Matt 
Mitchell’s team should be fine with the 
return of QB Bart Williams and backs 
Marty Carter and Bryce Young-Walls. 

Don’t expect much drop-off from 
reigning national champion Texas 
A&M-Commerce, even though coach 
Colby Carthel must replace stellar 
QB Luis Perez, who threw for 4,999 
yards and 46 touchdowns last season. 
Leading receiver Buck Wilson is gone, 
but Marquis Wimberly, Vincent Hobbs 
and Darrion Landry are strong pass- 
catching options. 

indianapolis completed its first 
undefeated regular season since 1953 
last year while winning the Great 
Lakes Valley Conference title. Harding 
derailed the Greyhounds in the first 
round of the playoffs, but coach Bob 
Bartolomeo’s team is still the team to 
beat in the GLVC. Jake Purichia returns 
at quarterback (29 TD passes) and will 
be joined by running back Al McKeller 
(1,134 rushing yards, 13 TDs). 

The Paul Simmons Era at Harding 
got off to an inauspicious beginning 
last year with three straight losses. 
Then, the Bisons reeled off 11 straight 
wins to reach the NCAA semifinals 
before Texas A&M-Commerce ended 
their season. Harding, which finished 
second nationally in rushing offense, 
returns 1,347-yard rusher Cole Chancey 
and nine defensive starters. 

Northwest Missouri State 
couldn’t three-peat in coach Rich 
Wright’s first year in charge, but don’t 
think it was a lost season. The Bearcats 
led the nation in scoring defense (9.3 
ppg). Defensive ends Austen Eskew 
and Samuel Roberts and linebacker 
Ben Althoff are the prime playmakers. 

Midwestern State overcame the 
death of Robert Grays and handed 


Texas A&M-Commerce its only 

loss while winning the Lone Star 
Conference title last year. It was the 
second unbeaten regular season in 
school history and the 18th straight 
winning campaign. Coach Bill Maskill 
returns a solid offensive nucleus with 
four O-linemen, QB Layton Rabb and 
running backs Adrian Seales and 
Vincent Johnson, who combined for 
1,561 yards and 24 TDs. 

Central Washington came as close 
as anyone to ending Texas A&M- 
Commerce’s title run, losing 34-31 in 
double overtime to the Lions. Gone 
are Kevin Haynes, who recorded 100 
tackles, and Bo Banner, who had 12 of 
the team’s 63 sacks. Defensively, the 
Cougars should be fine with the return 
of Billy Greer (11 sacks) and Tyler Hasty 
(8 INTs). The offense will be built 
around QB Reilly Hennessey. 

The big news at Shepherd is the 
retirement of veteran coach Monte 
Cater, who directed the Rams for 
31 years while compiling a 245-93-1 
record. Replacing Cater is his 18-year 
assistant, Ernie McCook. McCook’s big 
task is finding a QB to replace Connor 
Jessop, who threw 40 TD passes last 
year, many of them to returning All- 
America wideout Ryan Feiss. 

On the way to its third Great Lakes 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
title, Ashland beat Ferris State and 
Grand Valley State. In the playoffs, the 
Eagles defeated Northwest Missouri 
State before falling to Harding. This 
year, they feature running back 
Andrew Vaughn, who rushed for 1,095 
yards and 13 TDs last season, and All- 
America defensive end James Prater Jr. 

Colorado State-Pueblo featured 
an elite defense last season, ranking 
in the top 20 nationally in eight 
categories, and the Thunderwolves 
could be even better, returning 
seven of their top eight tacklers, led 
by All-Americans Brandon Payer at 
linebacker and Darius Williams (3 pick- 
sixes) in the secondary. 

Sioux Falls held eight opponents 
to 10 points or fewer per game in 2017. 
Key returners include Dennis Gardeck, 
a linebacker who had 14 sacks, and 
Noah St, Pierre. Eight starters return 
on offense, including QB Ian Fieber 
and his five best targets. 

In the ultra-competitive GSC, West 
Georgia will again challenge for 
conference supremacy with a plethora 
of returning starters. In his first season, 
coach David Dean took the Wolves 
to the second round of the playoffs, 
and among his top returning starters 
are Willie Candler, who broke the 


school record for single-season passing 
yards, and 1,175-yard rusher Devontae 
Jackson. Linebacker Cam Magee and 
safety Montrell Pardue are among nine 
defensive starters returning from a unit 
that allowed 15.2 points per game. 

After reaching the NCAA 
quarterfinals for the first time, 
Northeast-10 champion Assumption 
underwent a coaching change in the 
offseason. Andy McKenzie, a former 
Holy Cross assistant, takes over, 
inheriting a Greyhounds team that 
features multipurpose back Deonte 
Harris, who set a single-season D2 
record by returning eight kickoffs/ 
punts for touchdowns in 2017. 

Central Missouri should have one 
of the most potent offenses in the 
MIAA as coach Jim Svoboda’s team 
returns 6-3 senior quarterback Brook 
Bolles (32 total TDs). Also returning is 
running back Devante Turner (17 TDs) 
and All-America tight end Seth Hebert. 

Coach Tony Annese keeps cranking 
out 11-win seasons at Ferris State, 
but this year might be a little more 
challenging as he replaces the team’s 
top nine tacklers and the top two 
rushers. Annese returns his top four 
receivers and All-Region O-linemen Nic 
Sawyer and Devon Johnson. 

West Florida carried the Gulf South 
Conference flag in last year’s NCAA 
title game, but it was West Alabama 
that won the league title. The Tigers 
will build around All-America 
linebacker Terry Samuel and senior QB 
Harry Satterwhite (26 TD passes). 

Findlay returns 20 starters from 
a team that averaged 44.5 points per 
game, but its losses were significant. 
The pass-catch combo of QB Rhys 
Gervais and wideout Jason Moore 
should be potent, however. 

Carson-Newman is poised to get 
back to the top of the South Atlantic 
Conference with the return of 43 of 
48 players on its two-deep roster. Ten 
starters are back on defense. 

Virginia State hada short run 
in the NCAA playoffs after putting 
together its first undefeated regular 
season. Cordelral Cook is a dynamic 
dual-threat quarterback. 

With 21 returning starters, Edinboro 
will contend for the PSAC title. The big 
guns are All-America tailback Walter 
Fletcher (1,740 rushing yards), wideout 
James Clark (95 catches) and corner 
Zuril Hendrick (9 INTs). 

Colorado School of Mines returns 
most of the key components from a 
team that won its final four games 
last year, including tailback Cameron 
Mayberry (1,563 yards, 18 TDs). 
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NCAA DIVISION 3 2018 PREVIEW 


» PRESEASON TOP 25 


© Mount Union (15-0 in 2017) 
© Wisconsin-Oshkosh (|2-]) 
© Mary-Hardin Baylor (/4-1) 
© St. Thomas (11-2) 

© Linfield (9-2) 

© Wisconsin-Whitewater (7-3) 
© North Central (10-2) 

©» Wesley (10-2) 

© Washington & Jefferson (||-1) 
© Delaware Valley (12-1) 

© Saint John’s (9-2) 

© John Carroll (6-4) 

© Wheaton (8-2) 

© Hardin-Simmons (9-2) 

© Wartburg (12-)) 

© Frostburg (1|-2) 

© Franklin & Marshall (/0-1) 
© Johns Hopkins (9-2) 

~ Washington & Lee (8-3) 

~~ Rose-Hulman (8-2) 

© Springfield (0-1) 

” Trinity College (8-1) 

© Alfred (8-3) 

© Amherst (7-2) 

© Cortland State (7-4) 


» ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


OFFENSE 

QB D'Angelo Fulford 6-2, 200/Jr., Mount Union 
RB E.J. Lee 5-8, 185/Jr., Wesley 

RB Christiaan Williams 5-11, 210/Jr., Ohio North. 
OL Jonathan Castaneda 6-4, 280/Jr,, H-Simmons 
OL Andrew Reo 6-1, 300/Sr., Wash. & Jefferson 
OL Matt Beck 6-2, 281/Sr., St. Thomas (Minn.) 
OL Tyler Powers 6-1, 275/Sr., Wisc.-Oshkosh 
OL Dakota Smith 6-3, 270/Sr.,, Linfield 

TE Luke McFadden 6-3, 195/Sr., Johns Hopkins 
WR Justin Hill 6-2, 180/Jr., Mount Union 

WR Mark Johnson 5-11, 180/Sr., Wisc.-Platteville 


DEFENSE 

DL Mike Riley 5-11, 230/Sr., Rose-Hulman 

DL Joe Granahan 6-2, 242/Sr., Franklin & Marshall 
DL Kevin Stokes 6-3, 235/Sr., Rowan 

DL Harry Henschler 5-11, 230/Sr., Wisc.-Whitewater 
LB Tevin Jones 6-0, 210/Sr., Mary-Hardin Baylor 
LB DJ Warkenthien 5-9, 226/Sr., North Central 
LB Bryce Leszczynski6-2, 230/Sr., Wisc.-Whitewater 
DB Jordan Powell 6-1, 190/Sr., Widener 

DB Trevor Staley 6-2, 175/Sr., Illinois Wesleyan 
DB Nate Corvil 5-1), 170/Sr., Muhlenberg 

DB Louis Berry 5-7, 170/Sr., Mount Union 


SPECIALISTS 
K JonAlberts 5-11, 175/Jr., Central (lowa) 
P Connor Foley 6-1, 245/Sr., Wisc.-Platteville 


A. 


Preseason All-America quarterback D’Angelo Fulford 
and coach Vince Kehres (inset) of Mount Union are 
our picks to repeat as D3 national champions. 


THE KEHRES NAME CONTINUES 10 BE 
OYNONYMOUS WITH O3 CHAMPIONSHIPS 


BY M.D. GOENS | Street & Smith’s correspondent 


s the golf cart approaches the 

Mount Union football practice 

field, assistant coaches can’t help 

but notice. After all, Hall-of- 

Fame coach Larry Kehres is the 
one steering the cart and there is an 
intimidation factor, 

But the head coach hardly notices. 
You see, as his son, Vince Kehres has 
been close to the school’s current 
athletic director his entire life. “I’m 
always happy when he comes out. The 
assistants know he’s a legend. Having 
him here is a good thing.” 

He has watched Mount Union’s 
dynasty unfold every year of his life. 
His father was the Purple Raiders’ 
head coach for 27 years before turning 
the reins over to the son five years 
ago. Larry posted a 332-24-3 record 
and won II national titles. Instead of 
running from the lofty challenge of 
following his legendary dad, Vince 
has embraced taking over. Under the 
younger Kehres, Mount Union is 70-4 
and just captured its second national 
championship in a five-year period. 

His father’s office is in a separate 
building, but the two talk from time to 
time. Kehres likes getting advice from 
dad. “I am blessed to have my father as 
a mentor. I have learned a lot from him 
and I continue learning from him.” 


There’s one thing that stands out 
from all the lessons he learned from 
his dad. “You’ve got to be consistent 
and make every day a good day,” Vince 
says. You try to stack up the good 
days. If you do that, your chances to 
be successful are good. The staff and 
players have bought into that process.” 


All of Division 3 will be chasing 
Mount Union again this season. The 
Raiders have what coach Vince Kehres 
describes as a “good nucleus” of players 
back from an undefeated squad. Seven 
starters return on offense, including 
versatile quarterback D’Angelo Fulford. 
He passed for 3,096 yards and 50 
touchdowns while being intercepted 
only five times last year. Justin Hill 
(54 catches, 1,202 yards, 20 TDs) led 
the country in touchdown receptions. 
Running backs Jawanza Evans-Morris 
and Josh Petruccelli each rushed for 
more than 1,000 yards. 

Kehres addressed needs on the 
defensive line through recruiting. 
Linebacker Danny Robinson and Louis 
Berry (7 interceptions) are the best of 
the veterans back on the unit. 

Wisconsin-Oshkosh lacks a 
proven quarterback and needs a 
boost at running back and receiver, 
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but otherwise there’s plenty of talent 
returning for the Titans. Five returning 
offensive linemen include tight end 
Cody Moon, who will help the new 
quarterback adjust. Guard Tyler 
Powers is a preseason All-American. 
Wideout Dom Todarello caught 32 
passes last year, including eight for 
touchdowns. There’s a load of talent 
on a defense led by linebacker Derrick 
Jennings Jr. and cornerback AJ Plewa. 

Mary-Hardin Baylor has played for 
the national championship the last two 
years but has holes to fill. The entire 
defensive line is gone, but 6-0, 210- 
pound All-America linebacker Tevin 
Jones returns and he led the team in 
tackles last season. Offensively, the key 
playmakers will be quarterback Carl 
Robinson III, wide receiver T.J. Josey 
and running back Markeith Miller. 

With a stout defense that gave up 
only 21.9 yards rushing per game last 
year, look for St. Thomas (Minn.) 
to be a solid national contender. The 
Tommies have 15 starters returning, 
led by 6-4 quarterback Jacques Perra, 
a former Minnesota Gopher who threw 
for 2,944 yards and 24 touchdowns in 
his first season directing the Tommies. 
Matt Beck is the division’s best center. 
Six starters are back on defense. 

Few college football programs have 
been more consistent over the years 
than Linfield, which is coming off its 
63rd consecutive winning season. The 
Wildcats have some major rebuilding 
to do, however, on defense, where 
only safety Duke Mackle returns as a 
starter. The big threats on offense are 
quarterback Wyatt Smith, who started 
the final four games as a freshman last 
season, and tailback Chidubem Nnoli 
(1,051 rushing yards). All-America 
tackle Dakota Smith makes the 
offensive line formidable. 

Keep a watchful eye on Wisconsin 
Whitewater, which won six national 
titles and finished second three times 
between 2005-14. A veteran defense 
has 10 starters back, led by Street & 
Smith’s All-Americans Harry Henschler 
on the line and Bryce Leszczynski at 
linebacker. Versatile Josh Ringelberg 
provides a major threat in the return 
game and also rushing or catching 
passes out of the backfield. Returning 
quarterback Cole Wilber (2,067 passing 
yards in 2017) led the Warhawks to 
wins in their final six games last year. 

There is plenty of experience back 
from a 10-2 NCAA playoff squad at 
North Central (ill.), as the Cardinals 
return seven starters on each side of 
the ball. That list includes veteran 
quarterback Broc Rutter, 6-4 receiver 


Ryan Kuhl and Sharmore Clarke, one 
of three offensive linemen back. The 
defense revolves around preseason All- 
America linebacker DJ Warkenthien. 

The D3 king in the East will be a 
perennial power from Delaware, 
Wesley, where All-America running 
back EJ. Lee (1,582 rushing yards, 

22 TDs) will be hard to stop behind 
returning QB Khaaliq Burroughs, who 
passed for 2,483 yards last season. 

Defensively, safety Cappadonna 
Miller is a difference-maker who came 
up with five interceptions last season. 

Washington & Jefferson has been 
untouchable of late in league play and 
is coming off its 13th perfect regular 
season. Tailbacks Jordan West and EJ 
Thompson can deliver game-breaking 
plays. All-American Andrew Reo is one 
of the nation’s best O-linemen. The 
defense offers productive linebackers 
Zac Quattrone and Nick Getz. 

The task at Delaware Valley is to 
build on last year’s 12-win season, which 
ended in the national quarterfinals. 

Six players are set to return on offense 
and three on defense, but departures 
on both lines must be addressed. 
Quarterback Dashawn Darden is back 
for his fourth year as as a starter, as are 
defensive ends Christian Snowden and 
Vincent DiLeo. 

Saint John’s (Minn.) made its 
fourth straight NCAA playoff trip in 
2017 and returns six starters on both 
sides of the ball. The offense will rely 
on 6-4 quarterback Jackson Erdmann, 
who threw for 25 scores in 2017. On 
defense, sack specialist Nathan Brinker 
and safety Max Jackson need to deliver 
big seasons for an inexperienced unit. 

John Carrol! may have finished 6-4 
last season but there may not be a more 
dangerous team in D3 this year. Quality 
linemen return on both sides of the ball— 
all five on offense, including All-America 
candidate Drew Turner. Tight end 
Danny Disbrow and running back Sam 
Kukura are the best offensive weapons. 
Returning QB Anthony Moeglin threw 
for 1,992 yards and 17 touchdowns last 
year. On defense, Conner Bogard, Adam 
Thompson and Jimmy Thomas provide 
experience on the line. 

Several starters return from an 8-2 
team at Wheaton. Quarterback Curtis 
McWillams is one of eight offensive 
starters back and still has his favorite 
receiver, Phillip Nichols, to throw to. 
The big guns on defense are linebacker 
Eric Stevenson and safety Tyler Sigler. 

With 15 starters returning, Mardin- 
Simmons could challenge Mary-Hardin 
Baylor at the top of the always-tough 
American Southwest Conference. 


Jaquan Hemphill is back from injury to 
run the ball and joins receiver/return 
man Reese Childress, offensive tackle 
Jonathan Castaneda and safety Dedrick 
Strambler as the leaders. 

Quarterback Matt Sacia is the key 
component in Wartbura'’s bid to post 
another undefeated regular season. 
He has playmakers around in receiver 
Denison Harrington and back Dylan 
Binion. The secondary is one of the 
best in the nation. 

Frostburg State has all the tools 
needed to at least equal last year’s 11-2 
mark. Among the key players returning 
are QB Connor Cox, offensive lineman 
Riley Hartman and running backs 
Jamaal Morant and Gavin Lavat. 

A contender to vault into 
the national elite is Franklin & 
Marshall, which has 15 starters back. 
Quarterback Tanner Erisman and All- 
America defensive end Joe Granahan 
are the key players for the Diplomats. 

If the defensive front can be rebuilt 
at Johns Hopkins, the Bluejays will 
be hard to handle. All-America tight 
end Luke McFadden is the star of the 
offense making 58 catches last year. 

Washington & Lee has one of 
the nation’s best running backs in 5-7 
sophomore Josh Breece, who rushed 
for 1,825 yards last season. He'll play 
for a new coach, alum Garrett LeRose. 

Rose-Hulman lost all but two 
defenders from an 8-2 team. All- 
America lineman Mike Riley is one 
of those defenders and quarterback 
Andrew Dion will lead the offense 
after throwing for 2,013 yards and 22 
touchdowns as a freshman in 2017. 

Springfield (Mass.) has seven 
starters back on both sides of the ball, 
including all five offensive linemen. 
Senior linebacker Nick Giorgio leads 
the defense after being chosen the 
NEWMAC’s top defender last year. 

Trinity (Conn.) returns two impact 
players in running back Max Chipouras 
and linebacker Dago Picon-Roura. The 
Bantams churned out 412.8 yards of 
offense per game last season. 

A new QB is needed at Alfred, but 
15 starters return. Coach Bob Rankl will 
count on tailback Nas Smith, receiver 
Jayden Gavidia and linebackers Cole 
Reed and Nick Milgate. 

Eleven returning defensive starters 
will make Amherst competitive. 
Quarterback Ollie Eberth is a big threat 
whether he’s passing or running. 

Cortland State has all 11 defensive 
starters back along with eight on 
offense. Running back Johnnie Akins 
will carry the load on offense while a 
new quarterback gets settled in. 
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JUNIOR COLLEGE 2018 PREVIEW 


AFTER FOURTH NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RING, 
EAST MISSISSIPP] WANTS ONE FOR THE THUMB 
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DB Josh Norwood, West Virginia 


> TOP JUCO PLAYERS 
MOVING ON TO FBS 


OFFENSE 
Vic Viramontes 6-1/215 
Riverside (Calif) Signed with Minnesota 


Rakeem Boyd 5-0/200 
Independence (Kan.) Arkansas 


Greg Bell 6-0/200 
Arizona Western Nebraska 


Jahmir Johnson 6-5/290 
Arizona Western Tennessee 


Badara Traore 6-6/310 
ASA(N.Y.) LSU 


Anthony McKinney 6-8/330 
lowa Western TCU 


Damien Lewis 6-3/326 
Northwest Mississippi LSU 


Mikey Grandy 6-4/320 
San Mateo (Calif) Texas 


Dominick Wood-Anderson 6-5/245 
Arizona Western Tennessee 


Stephen Guidry 6-4/190 
Hinds (Miss.) Mississippi State 


Brandon Aiyuk 6-1/195 
Sierra (Calif.) Arizona State 


DEFENSE 


Antwuan Jackson 6-2/305 
Blinn (Texas) Ohio State 


Caleb Tremblay 6-5/275 
American River (Calif.) USC 


Jordan Allen 6-5/230 
City College of San Francisco Tennessee 


Steven Mason 6-8/244 
Southwestern (Calif) UCLA 


Davion Taylor 6-3/220 
Coahoma (Miss.) Colorado 


Will Honas 6-2/225 
Butler (Kan.). Nebraska 


Keith Brown Jr, 6-1/235 
Northwest Mississippi Memphis 


Saivion Smith 6-1/198 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Alabama 


Elijah Jones 6-1/175 
Ellsworth (lowa) Kansas 


Haki Woods 6-3/201 
Pima (Ariz.) Oregon 


Josh Norwood 5-10/175 
Northwest Mississippi West Virginia 


SPECIALISTS 


Cooper Garcia 5-10/200 
Ventura (Calif.) Massachusetts 


Tyson Dyer 6-2/198 
Palomar (Calif.) New Mexico 


NCAA school highlighted 


BY CHARLES POWER | JUCO/nsider 


he 2017 season saw perennial 
power East Mississippi return to 
the top of junior-college football, 
following two one-loss seasons 
that were captured by Netflix’s 
popular Last Chance U docuseries. 
Coach Buddy Stephens and his Lions 
exorcised any lingering demons from 
the 2015 and 2016 campaigns by reeling 
off an 1-1 season that culminated in 
an exciting 31-28 victory over Arizona 
Western in the National Junior College 
Athletic Association national title game. 
The national championship was East 
Mississippi’s first since 2014 and fourth 
in seven seasons. The Lions boast a 
54-3 record over the last five seasons, 
making for one of the more dominant 
runs in recent juco football history. 

Led by former LSU quarterback 
Lindsey Scott Jr., the Lions’ fast-paced 
offense averaged 48.3 points and 494.1 
yards per contest last year. Scott, who 
signed with Missouri, is the latest in 
a long line of EMCC quarterbacks to 
matriculate back to the FBS and Power 
Five schools, joining Bo Wallace (Ole 
Miss), Chad Kelly (Ole Miss/Denver 
Broncos) and De’Andre Johnson (Florida 
Atlantic). The general consensus around 
the small town of Scooba—which takes 
its juco football quite seriously—is the 
2017 incarnation of the Lions was not 
among Stephens’ more talented squads, 
that they won in spite of youth and 
inexperience at several positions. 

The good news for the Scooba 
population (which numbers 732 
residents) is that much of that talent 
will return for what promises to be a 
must-watch 2018 season. 


TOP 10 
EAST MISSISSIPPI, 11-1 in 2017 
With several key contributors set 
to return and a few high-profile 
transfers already locked in, East 
Mississippi is an easy choice to top the 
preseason polls. On offense, the Lions 
have added one of the top quarterback 
transfers in former Michigan State 
signal-caller Messiah deWeaver. The 
6-4, 220-pound pro-style QB was a 


C 


ch 
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four-star prospect and Elite 11 finalist as 
a high school player in Ohio and should 
fare well in the Lions’ pass-heavy 
offense. His top target will be talented 
wideout Dontario Drummond, who 
hauled in 37 catches for 609 yards and 
10 touchdowns as a freshman. East 
Mississippi also returns its top offensive 


lineman from 2017 in LaQuinston Sharp. 


On defense, look for the Lions to 
boast one of their more talented fronts in 
recent years, buoyed by former four-star 
prospects Darel Middleton and Kane 
Taylor as well as LSU transfer Sci Martin 
and returning contributors Eriq Kitchen 
and Everitt Cunningham. If that’s not 
enough, they also have two of the top 
returning defensive backs in the Missis- 
sippi juco ranks: safety Joseph Anderson 
and cornerback Keilos Swinney. 


GARDEN CITY, 8-4 

Garden City took a slight step back 
in 2017 following a national champion- 
ship run in 2016, but coach Jeff Sims’ 
team returns a bevy of talent, particu- 
larly in the run game. The Broncbusters 
tout a triumvirate of talented ballcarri- 
ers in former Georgia Tech standout 
Dedrick Mills, ex-Auburn signee Alaric 
Williams and top returning rusher 
Charles West. The offensive line will be 
anchored by one of the nation’s top 
prospects, Bamdele Olaseni, and 
massive 6-9 tackle Lacolby Tucker. 
Former Rutgers quarterback Tylin 
Oden, a talented athlete and dual 
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threat, is the best bet to win the starting 
job under center. 


IOWA WESTERN, 11-1 

The Reivers have to replace 
quarterback Kai Locksley, last season’s 
NJCAA Offensive Player of the Year, in 
addition to their entire offensive line. 
Despite that, there’s significant talent 
returning to Council Bluffs, including 
running back Mekhi Sargent, who led 
the nation in rushing with 1,449 yards 
on 205 carries in 2017. The defense will 
be led by former Ole Miss signee and 
four-star prep prospect Chester Graves, 
who produced a startling 20.5 tackles 
for loss as a freshman. Graves will be 
joined by returning defensive linemen 
Elijah James and Malcolm Lee, both of 
whom figure to be FBS signees. 


ARIZONA WESTERN, 9-1 

The Matadors field one of the 
nation’s top rosters on an annual basis 
and have lost the last two NJCAA title 
games by a combined six points. 
Arizona Western returns elite talent in a 
secondary led by highly recruited 
cornerback Elijah Blades. The offensive 
line should also be particularly strong 
with touted prospect Desmond Bland 
back from a redshirt year in 2017. He'll 
be joined by returning starter Dontae 
Powell and transfers Richard Merritt 
(ex-Maryland) and Pesi Savea (Mount 
San Antonio JC). The Matadors typically 
see their roster bolstered by high-profile 
“bounce-back” players from Power Five 
schools during the summer, so expect 
more talent to enter the fold before the 
season kicks off. 


NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI, 8-3 

Northwest Mississippi is perenni- 
ally the top in-state threat to East 
Mississippi’s reign, falling to the Lions in 
a thrilling 67-66 double-overtime game 
for the state championship last 
November. The Rangers return one of 
the largest and talented defensive lines in 
the country led by Ole Miss commit 
Tariqious Tisdale (6-5, 280 pounds), 
Nathan Perry (6-4, 320), Devonte Lloyd 
(6-2, 270) and Taures Payne (6-4, 260). 
Wide receiver JaVonta Payton, an Ole 
Miss commit, returns after posting 44 
catches for 509 yards and nine scores as 
a freshman and should be among the top 
skill players in the state. 


SAN MATEO (CALIF.), 11-2 

Longtime assistant Tim Tulloch 
takes over the reins as head coach of 
this perennial northern California 
power. The Bulldogs return arguably 
the top receiver prospect in the nation 


>» 2018 JUCO 

SUPER SOPHOMORES 
OFFENSE 
MessiahdeWeaver 08 6-4/220 East Mississippi 
Devan Bass RB 5-9/190 Modesto (Calif.) 
Dedrick Mills RB 5-10/227 Garden City (Kan.) 
Rajae Johnson WR 6-4/200 San Mateo (Calif.) 
JaVonta Payton WR 6-2/180 Northwest Mississippi 
DontarioDrummond WR 6-2/195 East Mississippi 
Austin Griffin TE 6-7/240 Mount San Antonio (Calif) 
Bamdele Olaseni OL 6-8/360 Garden City (Kan) 
Jaelen Lewis OL 6-5/278 American River (Calif.) 
Anthony Whigan OL 5-10/288 Lackawanna (Pa.) 
M.Aumavae-Laulu OL 6-6/365 Navarro (Texas) 
Corey Luciano OL 6-4/286 Diablo Valley (Calif.) 
DEFENSE 


Jermaine Johnson Di 6-5/245 Independence (Kan.) 
Jahkeem Green DL 6-5/285 Highland (Kan.) 
Darel Middleton DL 6-5/230 East Mississippi 
Chester Graves DL 6-5/240 lowa Western 


Lakia Henry LB 6-2/230 Dodge City (Kan.) 

Jash Allen LB 6-2/220 Riverside (Calif) 

Daniel Hardy LB 6-4/206 Coll. of the Siskiyous (Calif,) 
Elijah Blades DB 6-2/175 Arizona Western 
JaQuan Brisker DB 61/197 Lackawanna (Pa) 
Jaylen Watson DB 6-2/190 Ventura (Calif.) 
JosephAnderson DB 6-3/195 East Mississippi 
SPECIALISTS 


Andrew Rodriguez  5-9/205 Mount San Antonio (Calif.) 
Louis Hedley P  6-4/215 City Coll. of San Francisco 
Tanarious Achan RS 59/158 Riverside (Calif) 


in Rajae Johnson, who feasted on 
opposing secondaries as a freshman to 
the tune of 1,385 yards and 14 touch- 
downs while averaging 24.7 yards per 
catch. San Mateo will have to replace 
several key contributors on its defense 
but returns Heikoti Vaisima (7.0 tackles 
for loss) and Billy Tuitavake (6.5) up 
front on the line. 


SNOW (UTAH), 10-1 

Conference foe Arizona Western 
has proven to be the bugaboo for the 
Badgers in recent years and a two-point 
loss to the Matadors was the lone 
blemish on an otherwise flawless 2017 
season for Snow. The Badgers saw an 
uptick in offensive production in new 
head coach Paul Peterson’s inaugural 
campaign, averaging over 286.9 rushing 
yards and 50.2 points per contest. Snow 
returns the most productive pair of 
running backs in juco football with 
D’Arman Notoa (1,094 yards, 16 TDs) and 
Jaylen Warren (1,016, 11). The defensive 
line figures to be strong, led by pass 
rusher Isaac Fotu, who racked up 13 
sacks and 16 tackles for loss in 2017. 


FULLERTON (CALIF.), 13-0 
Fullerton enters the 2018 season 
on the heels of a 19-game win streak and 
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back-to-back California juco champion- 
ships. The Hornets’ offense was among 
the best nationally in 2017, averaging 
556.6 yards and 54.2 points per game 
despite three different quarterbacks 
taking a significant number of snaps. A 
three-peat will be no small task for 
10th-year head coach Tim Byrnes, as 
Fullerton had a sophomore-heavy 
roster and will have to reload at several 


key spots. 


RIVERSIDE (CALIF.), 10-2 

Riverside has huge shoes to fill at 
quarterback as it loses Minnesota signee 
Vic Viramontes, the nation’s most 
productive junior-college quarterback 
in 2017. While replacing Viramontes 
and his 43 total touchdowns won’t be 
easy, the Tigers return a solid core of 
talent, particularly on defense. 
Linebacker Jash Allen is among the top 
defensive juco prospects in the country. 
The Oregon native proved to be a 
game-changer after making a midseason 
move from running back and recorded 
46 tackles, 5.5 sacks and 12.5 tackles for 
loss in half a season. The secondary 
should be among the better groups in 
the state with transfers Kentrell Love 
(ex-Washington) and Parie Dedeaux 
(San Diego State) joining returning 
safety Eric Wilson. 


VENTURA (CALIF.), 8-3 

The Pirates return talent at every 
level from an 8-3 team that fell to 
Riverside in the state playoffs. The 
offensive line is anchored by 6-7, 
320-pound tackle Jacob Gamble and 
right guard Tyler Orsini. There are 
several big, talented tight ends in 
Brandon Jordan, Pierce JC transfer 
Travis Koontz and former all-state prep 
star Jonte Broski. On defense, Ventura 
returns Jaylen Watson, one of the top 
corners in southern California, and adds 
another transfer from Pierce in 
productive linebacker Blaze Alldredge. 


BEST OF THE Rest 
© AMERICAN RIVER (Callif.), 10-2 


tr] INDEPENDENCE (Kan.), 9- 2 


© JONES COUNTY (Miss.), 8- 2 


© C.C. OF SAN | FRANCISCO, 8- 3 
© GEORGIA MILITARY, 8-2 _ 


© TRINITY VALLEY (Texas), 9-3 


® MT. SAN ANTONIO (Calif), 8-3 
© N.E. OKLAHOMA A&M, 9-3 


@ LACKAWANNA (Pa). 7-2 


@ LONG BEACH (Calif), 8-3 
@ SADDLEBACK (Calif.), 8-3 
© HINDS (Miss), 6-3 

© BLINN (Texas), 6-4 _ 

@ BUTLER (Kan,), 9-3 


© COLLEGE OF CANYONS (Caiif.), 9-2 
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RB, Saint Francis (Ind.) 


Justin Green 


» PRESEASON TOP 10 


© Morningside (iowa) 
© Saint Francis (|nd.) 
© Reinhardt (Ga.) 

© Southern Oregon 

© Saint Xavier ((I!.) 

© Baker (Kan.) 

© Northwestern (lowa) 
© Lindsey Wilson (Ky.) 
© Grand View (lowa) 

© Marian (Ind.) 


» ALL-AMERICA TEAM 
OFFENSE 


QB Trent Solsma, Morningside (lowa), Sr. 
RB Justin Green, Saint Francis (Ind.), Sr. 
RB JD Woods, Baker (Kan.), So. 

OL Jeff Fisher, Dickinson State (N.D.), Sr. 
OL Jarin Bush, Marian (Ind.), Sr. 

OL  TreConey, Reinhardt (Ga.), Jr. 

OL JoshRoberts, Grand View (lowa), Jr. 
OL Garrett Bader, Benedictine (Kan.), Sr. 
TE Trenton Poe-Evans, Kansas Wesleyan, Jr. 
WR Connor Niles, Morningside (lowa), Sr. 
WR Caleb Thomas, Graceland (lowa), So. 


DEFENSE 

DL Tevin McCoy, Reinhardt (Ga.), Sr. 

DL Resean Coleman, William Penn (lowa), Jr. 
DL Sean Rogers, Southern Oregon, Sr. 

DL Evan Sprayberry, Tabor (Kan.), Sr. 

L®  Plercen Harnish, Saint Francis (Ind.), Sr. 
L8 Eric Dunten, Saint Francis (Ind.), Sr. 

LB Trent Mueller, Lindsey Wilson (Ky.), Sr. 
DB Tionte McDaniel, Saint Xavier (IIl.), Jr. 

DB Keenan Fagan, Rocky Mountain (Mont.), Sr. 
DB Nate McLaurin, Baker (Kan.), Sr. 

DB  JayLiggins, Dickinson State (N.D.), Sr. 


SPECIALISTS 
Tanner Griffith, Bluefield (Va.), Fr. 
P Drake Higgins, Missouri Valley, Jr. 
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OAINT FRANCIS MUST GET BY 
MOANINGSIDE FOR HISTORIC THREE-PEAT 


BY WILL LONG | Assistant Editor 


aint Francis (Ind.) coach Kevin 
Donley, the winningest head man 
in NAIA history with 316 victories, 
celebrated the first undefeated 
season of his 39-year career 
with a 24-13 triumph over Reinhardt 
(Ga.) in the 2017 national title game. 
The Cougars became the first team 
since Sioux Falls (S.D.) in 2008-09 
to hoist the trophy in consecutive 
seasons. If Saint Francis can replace 
the production of QB Nick Ferrer, the 
NAIA Player of the Year, the Cougars 
are capable of repeating for the third 
straight season. 


Morningside (Iowa) averaged 575.6 
yards per game last season, leading 
the country for the fourth consecutive 
season in total yards. The Mustangs 
also scored 51.1 points per game 
and coach Steve Ryan’s squad will 
be potent once again with QB Trent 
Solsma (4,406 yards, 55 TDs) and WR 
Connor Niles (96 catches, 1,449 yards, 
17 TDs). Seven starters return from a 
defense that finished second nationally 
in points allowed (17.1 ppg). 

While QB Nick Ferrer will be 
difficult to replace, Saint Francis 
(Ind.) can rely on All-America RB 
Justin Green (2,031 yards, 29 TDs) to 
shoulder the load. The Cougars’ hopes 
for a three-peat rest with a defense that 
returns eight starters, including All- 
America LBs Eric Dunten (133 tackles) 
and Piercen Harnish (125). 

Reinhardt (Ga.) used the nation’s 
top rushing offense (342.2 yards per 
game) and rushing defense (70.8) to 
advance to the national title game, 
where the Eagles fell to Saint Francis, 
24-13. Eight players rushed for at least 
300 yards last season, and seven of 
those return, led by Montralius Mosely 
(653 yards, 10 TDs). Defensive linemen 
Tevin McCoy and Teon Burroughs 
combined for 34.0 tackles for loss and 
12.5 sacks in 2017. 

Southern Oregon reached the 
NAIA semifinals for the third time 


in four seasons, but All-America QB 
Tanner Trosin (4,516 yards, 31 TDs) 
must be replaced. The Raiders’ front 
seven on defense is anchored by a trio 
of seniors: DE Sean Rogers (12.0 sacks) 
and LBs Tyson Cooper (108 tackles) 
and Devvon Gage (104). 

The top six tacklers, including LB 
Danny Saracco (93 stops) and All- 
America DB Tionte McDaniel, return 
on defense for Saint Xavier (Ill.). The 
Cougars utilized both Alex Martinez 
(2,319 yards, 22 TDs) and Justin 
Hunniford (917, 6) at QB last season, 
and they will benefit from the return of 
the top two WRs in Nick Czeszewski (58 
catches) and Harold Davis (49). 

Baker (Kan.) will have one of the 
most potent backfields in the country 
with RBs JD Woods and Cornell Brown. 
Woods rushed for 1,618 yards and a 
school-record 25 TDs last year, while 
Brown sat out the 2017 season with an 
injury after rushing for 1,418 yards with 
95 receptions and 31 total TDs in 2016. 

Running back Jacob Kalagonis (1,585 
rushing yards, 15 TDs) and QB Tyson 
Kooima (2,876 passing yards, 22 TDs) 
are among seven returning offensive 
starters for Northwestern (Iowa). 

Coming off the first undefeated 
regular season in school history, 
Lindsey Wilson (Ky.) coach Chris 
Oliver will look for improvement from 
a defense that allowed 402.1 yards 
and 23.3 points per game. Senior LB 
Trent Mueller will lead the charge after 
recording 119 stops in 2017. 

Four returning starters on the 
offensive line should help ease the 
transition at QB for Grand View 
(Iowa) after the graduation of Jordan 
Knock. The Vikings will lean on RB Jett 
Kettwick (574 yards, 4 TDs) and LB Ben 
Slavens (92 tackles). 

Marian (Ind.) ranked fourth 
nationally with 283.2 rushing yards 
per game last season, and RBs Charles 
Salary (1,124 yards, 11 TDs) and Maurice 
Woodard (787, 8) will benefit from 
rushing behind a line that features 
All-American Jarin Bush. 
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GETTING DEFENSIVE 


In an especially strong year for defense-and the defensive line, in particular-our Class of 2019 
All-America Team is loaded with drive-stopping playmakers. 


BY GREG BIGGINS | 247Sports 


his year’s Street & Smith’s Class top prospect in the West, is the lone the field. 
of 2019 High School All-America player in the top five who doesn’t play Sanders’ teammate at IMG, 2 
Team sets a defensive tone that’s on the defensive line—linebacker will defensive end Nolan Smith, is the & 
highlighted by an especially strong likely be his best college position. top-ranked player who has already = 
group of defensive linemen. Four The top player on the offensive committed to a college and will play 5 
of the top five players in the country side of the ball is running back Trey for Georgia. In total, IMG Academy’s & 
are D-linemen, headlined by the Sanders, an absolute load from IMG loaded squad has four players on the 2 
nation’s No. 1 prospect in Ohio end Academy in Bradenton, Fla., who can first and second teams and the state = 
Zach Harrison. run between the tackles or hit the of Florida leads the country with nine z 
California athlete Bru McCoy, the home run and score from anywhere on players on the squad. = 
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©8 SAM HOWELL 
6-1/217, Monroe (N.C.) Sun Valley 
Howell is a strong-armed pocket 
passer who can beat you with his arm 
or his legs. He threw for 3,372 yards 
and 36 touchdowns last season while 
rushing for another 1,594 yards and 24 
more scores. He’s a playmaker with 
a frame and a playing style that will 
remind some of former Florida Gator 
standout Tim Tebow. 


RB TREY SANDERS 
5-11/216, Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy 
Sanders just looks like a college back 
right now. He’s a rock-solid 216 pounds 
with the speed to score from anywhere 
on the field, but he can run it between 
the tackles and get the tough yards as 
well. He was an early Alabama commit 
before backing off and is now looking 
hard at Florida State, Florida and Miami. 


mS JOHN EMERY JR. 
6-0/194, Destrehan (La.) High 

Emery was one of just a handful 
of juniors who made Nike’s The 
Opening camp finals last summer and 
has explosive big-play ability. He has 
quickness, wiggle and can embarrass 
a defender in the open field. Emery 
missed almost half of his junior season 
with a hand injury but has just about 
every college in America hot on his trail. 


OL DARNELL WRIGHT 
6-6/314, Huntington (W.Va.) High 
Wright is the third-rated offensive 
tackle in the 247Sports Composite but 
No. 1 by 247Sports and a great-looking 
prospect. He’s a natural left tackle 
with a college frame right now and the 
ability to dominate in the run game. 
His length, feet and quickness are plus 
tools and he’s talented enough to make 
an immediate impact in college. 


OL LOGAN BROWN 
6-6/285, Grand Rapids (Mich.) 
East Kentwood 

Brown is the No. 44 player 
nationally in the 247Sports Composite 
but No. 12 by 247Sports. He’s an early 
commitment to Wisconsin, a program 
that develops linemen as well as 
anyone. Brown has the feet of a left 
tackle and moves like a player half his 
size. He can get to the second level and 
is a dominant run blocker as well. 


oL DEVONTAE DOBBS 
6-4/270, Belleville (Mich.) High 


Jadon Haselwood, 


Dobbs is the top-rated tackle 
prospect nationally in the 247Sports 
Composite and the No. 9 player 
overall, regardless of position. He was 
picked for Nike’s The Opening camp 
finals a year ago as a junior and shows 
the versatility to play tackle or even 
slide inside and be a guard at the next 
level. 


2. KARDELL THOMAS 

6-4/320, Baton Rouge (La.) 
Southern University Lab 

Thomas is the consensus top guard 
in the country and the No. 23 player 
overall in the 247Sports Composite. 
He’s a punishing road-grader as a 
run blocker; he doesn’t just block his 
man, he’s looking to put him in to the 
ground on every play. The future LSU 
Tiger should see the field soon in Baton 
Rouge. 


OL TYLER JOHNSON 
6-5/308, Conroe (Texas) Oak Ridge 
Johnson is yet another talented 
tackle, rated the No. 35 player 
nationally in the 247Sports Composite. 
He’s very good getting to the second 
level, is a natural athlete and plays with 
the toughness to slide inside and play 
as a guard if needed. Texas is the early 
team to beat for Johnson. 


Te GRAYSON BOOMER 
6-5/230, Collinsville (Okla.) High 

With a name like Boomer, you 
would have thought Oklahoma would 


have been tough to beat here, but 

the tall tight end committed early to 
Oklahoma State. He’s such a good 
athlete that he can also play some 
defensive end. Boomer’s a very good 
blocker and is physical in the run game 
but has the athleticism to make plays 
down the field as well. 


wr JADON HASELWOOD 
6-3/187, Ellenwood (Ga.) Cedar Grove 
Haselwood is the top-rated receiver 
in the country and the No. 2 prospect 
nationally in the 247Sports Composite. 
He has a rare combination of size, 
strength, speed and skill and can beat 
a defender with speed or bully him 
with his size. Haselwood was a Georgia 
commitment at press time. 


wR FRANK LADSON 
6-4/170, Miami South Dade 

Ladson is a special talent and checks 
off all the boxes when you're looking 
for an elite, next-level receiver. He has 
an athletic, 6-4 frame with high-level 
body control, can make plays down the 
field and runs well after the catch. He’s 
currently the No. 15 player overall in 
the 247Sports Composite. 


ATH QUAVARIS CROUCH 
6-2/224, Charlotte (N.C.) 
Harding University 

Crouch is the No. 2-rated athlete in 
the country and could play running 
back or linebacker in college. He’s 
an absolute load coming out of the 
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Trey Sanders, RB, Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy 


backfield and rushed for 3,142 yards 
and 31 touchdowns while totaling 14.0 
sacks on defense as a junior. Most 
schools are looking at Crouch as a 
two-way player and he would like to 
play on both sides of the ball if he can 
in college. 


FIRST TEAM 
DEFENSE 


DL ZACH HARRISON 
6-6/240, Lewis Center (Ohio) 
Olentangy Orange 

Harrison is rated the No. 3 player 
in the country in the 247Sports 
Composite, No. 1 by 247Sports and 
just looks like a future NFL star. He 
has all the physical measurables you 
want in an edge rusher: a great frame, 
long arms, advanced technique and 
the athleticism to run down plays from 
behind. 


DL ISHMAEL SOPSHER 
6-5/279, Amite (La.) High 

Sopsher is the nation’s top D-tackle 
prospect and No. 4 player overall in the 
247Sports Composite. He plays more as 
an end at the high school level but has 
the kind of frame we could see bulking 
up and moving inside down the road. 
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For a big man, he’s very quick off the 
ball and can get up the field. 


DL NOLAN SMITH 
6-3/232, Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy 
Smith is headed to Nike’s The 
Opening camp finals for the second 
year in a row and his testing 
numbers~a 4.51 40, 4.15 shuttle and 
40-inch vertical jump—would have 
stood out at the NFL Combine for a 
rush end. He’s a blur off the edge and 
will be in contention for top overall 
prospect in the country by the end 
of the summer. Smith was a Georgia 
commit at press time. 


DL KAYVON THIBODEAUX 
6-5/235, Thousand Oaks (Calif.) 
Christian 

Thibodeaux is rated the No. 1 player 
nationally in the 247Sports Composite. 
He’s a natural pass rusher off the edge 
who flashes a quick first step, uses his 
hands well and plays with a relentless 
motor. He had a huge junior season 
with 99 tackles, 28.0 for loss and 20.0 
sacks. 


L®= OWEN PAPPOE 
6-0/211, Loganville (Ga.) Grayson 
Pappoe is the top-rated outside 


linebacker in the country and No. 

7 player overall in the 247Sports 
Composite. He’s a tremendous athlete 
who can run like a corner, but he has a 
safety frame and hits like a linebacker. 
He’s a physical player who probably 
projects best as a weakside ’backer in 
college because of his ability to run and 
cover. 


_® HENRY TO’OTO’O 
6-2/210, Concord (Calif.) De La Salle 
To’oto’o is rated the No. 2 outside 
linebacker and No. 17 player overall 
in the 247Sports Composite. He has a 
motor like few others and plays with 
incredible heart and passion. He’s a 
highly instinctive athlete and plays 
with an advanced feel for the position. 
He’s very good on the blitz, hits like a 
truck and could play inside or outside 
at the next level. 


L® NAKOBE DEAN 
6-0/215, Horn Lake (Miss.) High 

Dean is the No. 2-ranked inside 
linebacker and No. 25 player nationally 
in the 247Sports Composite. He’s 
a big hitter and plays with a nice 
edge to his game but is a high-level 
athlete as well. The Mississippian is 
comfortable playing in space and 
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shows above-average short-area 
quickness and the speed to make 
plays outside of his area. 


DS TYRIQUE STEVENSON 
6-0/190, Homestead (Fla.) 
Miami Southridge 

Stevenson is a fast-rising 
corner who made a big jump this 
offseason. He’s now in the mix 
when discussing the top overall 
cornerback prospect in the 
country and his upside is off the 
chart. He’s a big, physical player 
who looks and hits like a safety, 
but his ball skills and awareness 
are as good as you'll see. 


© AKEEM DENT 
5-11/176, West Palm Beach (Fla.) 
Palm Beach Central 

Dent is the nation’s top cover 
corner and No. 16 player overall 
in the 247Sports Composite. The 
Florida State commit has the 
kind of length, cover skills and 
toughness coveted by colleges 
and he plays with just the right 
amount of nastiness. He’s a true 
shutdown corner who should play 
immediately in college. 


DS BRIAN WILLIAMS 
6-0/185, Dallas Bishop Dunne 
Williams, a Texas A&M commit, 
is the nation’s top safety prospect 
and the No. 13 player overall in 
the 247Sports Composite. He has 
everything you want in a next-level 
safety: an athletic frame, above- 
average cover skills, ball awareness, 
the range to cover a ton of ground 
and physicality in run support. 


‘= MYKAEL WRIGHT 

5-11/180, Valencia (Calif.) High 
Wright is the top cover corner 

out West and a big-time playmaker 
on the offensive side of the ball. 
He’s an explosive athlete who can 
run and jump and his cover skills, 
instincts and ball awareness are 
all extremely high. He’s a physical 
player as well and has a nice edge 
to his game. 


EIRST TEAM 
SPECIALISTS 


\TH/AP BRU MCCOY 
6-3/215, Santa Ana (Calif.) Mater Dei 
McCoy is the top overall player 


Bradenton 


IMG Academy 


in the West and ranked No. 4 
nationally by 247Sports. He’s elite 
at two positions—wide receiver 
and linebacker—and could play on 
either side of the ball in college. 
He’s a tough matchup offensively 
because of his size and strength, 
but linebacker might be his meal 
ticket at the next level. 


WILL REICHARD 
6-1/185, Hoover (Ala.) High 
Reichard is the nation’s top 
kicking prospect with national 
offers from programs like 
Alabama, Georgia, LSU, Oklahoma 
and Oregon. Reichard not only 
handles kickoffs and field goals but 
is also a talented punter. He will 
focus on kicking duties in college. 


» JACK LUCKHURST 
6-2/150, Santa Barbara (Calif.) 
Bishop Diego 

Luckhurst led the nation in 
punting as a junior, averaging 53.0 
yards per boot with a long of 73 
yards. He handled placekicking 
duties as well for his state 
championship team and earned 
All-State honors for the second 
year in a row. 
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SECOND TEAM 


QUARTERBACK 
» Taisun Phommachanh 
6-3/205, Bridgeport (Conn.) Avon Old Farms 


RUNNING BACKS 
» Jerrion Ealy 
5-9/190, Flowood (Miss.) Jackson Prep 
® Noah Cain 
5-10/209, Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy 


WIDE RECEIVERS 

» Dominick Blaylock 
6-0/175, Marietta (Ga.) Walton 

» Jeremiah Payton 
6-0/186, Neptune Beach (Fla.) Duncan U. 
Fletcher 


TIGHT END 
» Hudson Henry 
6-5/225, Little Rock (Ark.) Pulaski Academy 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
» Enokk Vimahi 
6-5/290, Kahuku (Hawaii) High 
» Clay Webb 
6-3/297, Oxford (Ala.) High 
» Evan Neal 
6-7/391, Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy 
» Kenyon Green 
6-4/317, Humble (Texas) Atascocita 
» Pierce Quick 
6-5/285, Trussville (Ala.) Hewitt-Trussville 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
» Travon Walker 
6-4/255, Thomaston (Ga.) Upson-Lee 
» Faatui Tuitele 
6-4/299, Honolulu St. Louis 
» Chris Hinton 
6-4/265, Norcross (Ga.) Greater Atlanta 
Christian 
» Zacch Pickens 
6-4/268, Anderson (S.C.) T.L. Hanna 


LINEBACKERS 
* Donte Starks 
6-1/225, Marrero (La.) John Ehret 
» Maninoa Tufono 
6-3/225, Honolulu Punahou 
» Mase Funa 
6-3/240, Santa Ana (Calif.) Mater Dei 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
» Derek Stingley 
6-0/170, Baton Rouge (La.) Dunham School 
» Andrew Booth 
6-1/188, Lawrenceville (Ga.) Archer 
» Chris Steele 
6-1/188, Bellflower (Calif.) St. John Bosco 
» Kaiir Elam 
6-1/182, North Palm Beach (Fla.) 
The Benjamin School 


ATHLETE 
» Kyle Ford 
6-2/200, Orange (Calif.) Lutheran 


KICKER / PUNTER 
» Kolton McGhee 
6-0/170, Altoona (Pa.) Bishop Guilfoyle 
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2017 DIVISION 1 FINAL STANDING 


WL PF PAWL PF PA 


AMERICAN ATHLETIC 


uCF § 0 0 
South Florida 6 2 301 186)10 2 459 282 
Temple 4 4 209 28/7 6 326 335 
East Carolina 2 6 25 3659/3 9 299 540 
Cincinnati 26 8 
Connecticut 26 9 


Memphis ‘a 3 

Houston 5 3 Bi 27)7 5 339 286 
Navy 44 227 233)7 6 396 342 
SMU 4 4 290 303)7 6 492 477 
Tulane 3 5 242 240/5 7 330 350 
Tulsa 1 7 198 279}2 10 352 450 
ACC 


Clemson 71 22 
N.C State 6 2 29 11/8 4 49 328 
Wake Forest 4 4 250 2532/8 5 459 368 
BostonCollege 4 4 204 177|7 6 334 297 
Louisville 4 4 292 267/8 5 495 356 
Florida State 35 7 6 

26 4 3 


Mami ia ) 


71 0 2 

Virginia Tech 5 3 185 121)}9 4 366 192 
Georgia Tech 4 4 224 202)5 6 309 292 
Pittsburgh 35 182 1956/5 7 287 319 
Virginia 3 5 6 235)6 7 293 369 
Duke 35 158 14)7 6 345 263 
North Carolina 1 7 7 247}3 9 312 375 
BIG TEN 


Ohio State 81 R2 
Michigan State 7 2 196 W}I0 3 319 260 
Penn State T 2 358 W2)N 2 534 214 
Michigan 5 4 M W518 5 328 245 
Rutgers 3.6 124 294)4 8 216 340 
Maryland 27 48 
Indiana 27 5 7 


Wisconsin 90 Bl 195 
Northwestern 7 2 259 0110 3 380 26 
Purdue 45 183 7317 6 328 267 
lowa 45 24) 11/8 5 367 259 
Nebraska 3 6 214 338) 4 8 309 437 
Minnesota 2 7 166 250)5 7 265 274 
Illinois 0 9 WS 3035/2 10 183 378 
BIG 12 

Oklahoma 8 1 400 271/12 2 632 379 
Tu 7 2 267 145] i 3 470 266 
Oklahoma State 6 3 393 309]10 3 585 382 
Texas 5 4 229 182)7 6 383 216 
West Virginia 5 4 296 312]7 6 449 409 
Kansas State 5 4 268 270)8 5 420 327 
lowa State 5 4 235 0)8 5 380 272 
Texas Tech 36 277 302)6 7 446 419 
Baylor 18 20 332)1 MN 292 431 
Kansas 0.9 129 48] 1 MN 224 52 
CONFERENCE USA 


Florida Atlantic = 8 <0 N 3 568 
Floridalnternational 5 3 210 216)8 5 333 370 
Marshall 4 4 206 147)8 5 347 259 
WesternKentucky 4 4 226 233)6 7 331 349 
Middle Tennessee 4 4 234 193)7 6 332 321 
Old Dominion 35 57 
Charlotte 17 1 


North Texas m1 95 
UAB 6 2 249 175)8 5 36) 333 
Southern Miss 6 2 266 2/8 5 379 318 
Louisianatech = 4 4 222 206]7 6 345 320 
UTSA 3.5 M7 46)6 5 259 187 
Rice 1 7 163 238)1 Nl 195 429 
UTEP 0 8 83 246]0 12 141 44) 
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'S COLLEGE FO 


Akron 
Ohio 
Miami (Ohio) 
Buffalo 
Bowling Green 
Kent State 


Central Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
Western Michigan 
Eastern Michigan 

Ball State 


Boise State 
Wyoming 
Colorado State 
Air Force 
Utah State 
New Mexico 


Fresno State 
San Diego State 
UNLV 


San Jose State 
PAC-12 


Stanford 
Washington 
Washington State 
Oregon 
California 


Arizona State 
Arizona 
UCLA 

Utah 
Colorado 


SEC 


Georgia 
South Carolina 
Kentucky 
Missouri 
Florida 
Vanderbilt 


Mississippi State 
Texas A&M 

Ole Miss 
Arkansas 


SUN BELT 


Troy 

Appalachian State 
Arkansas State 
Georgia State 
Louisiana-Monroe 
Louisiana 

New Mexico State 
Idaho 

South Alabama 
Coastal Carolina 
Georgia Southern 
Texas State 
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1 
8 
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FCS 


CONFERENCE 


BIG SKY 

Southern Utah 7 1 294 194 
Weber State 7 1 266 126 
Eastern Washington 6 2 300 250 
Northern Arizona 6 2 272 199 
Sacramento State 6 2 328 246 
Montana State 53 3719 
Montana 5 3 277 Bo 
UC Davis 3.5 281 295 
North Dakota 2 6 220 299 
Northern Colorado 2 6 216 286 
Idaho State 2 6 229 306 
(al Poly 1 7 B8 253 
Portland State 0 8 204 381 
BIG SOUTH 

Kennesaw State 5 0 W177 82 
Monmouth 41 183 146 
CharlestonSouther 3 2 57 89 
Liberty 2 3 166 163 
Presbyterian 14 80 145 
Gardner-Webb 05 64 WB 
COLONIAL 

James Madison 80 24 6 
Stony Brook 7 1 (24 165 
Elon 6 2 163 15 
NewHampshire 5 3 167 150 
Delaware 53 10 
Richmond 44 218 186 
Villanova 35 WW 126 
Towson = 3. 5S 49186 
Maine 35 5 WW 
Rhode Island 2 6 WI 236 
Albany 2 6 120 150 
William&Mary 0 8 105 220 
IVY LEAGUE 

Yale 6 1 26 18 
Columbia 5 2 6 130 
Dartmouth 5 2 180 14 
Pennsylvania 43°10 144 
Cornell 34 B4 155 
Harvard 3 4 1 180 
Princeton 2 5 267 201 
Brown 07 65 240 
MEAC 

North Carolina A&T 8 0 264 101 
Howard 6 2 234 164 
Bethune-Cookman 6 2 187 154 
N.C Central 5 3 164 B4 
Hampton 5 3 54 14 
Norfolk State 4 4 179 194 
Savannah State 3 5 17 185 
Delaware State 2 6 B3 262 
Florida A&M 2 6 193 229 
South Carolina State 2 6 156 174 
Morgan State 17 214 304 
MISSOURI VALLEY 
North Dakota State 7 1 261 15 
Northern lowa 6 2 224 159 
South Dakota State 6 2 279 198 
Western illinois 5 3 260 201 
Illinois State 4 4 182 163 
South Dakota 4 4 259 218 
Youngstown State 4 4 217 173 
Missouri State 2 6 195 294 
Southern Illinois 2 6 180 238 
Indiana State 0 8 90 388 
NORTHEAST 
CentralConn. State 6 0 206 125 
Bryant 4 2 187 168 
Duquesne 4 2 206 108 
St.Francis(Pa) 3 3 121 95 
Wagner 24122 1% 
Sacred Heart 2 4 B3 160 
Robert Morris 06 B 29 
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CONFERENCE OVERALL 


WL PF PAWL PF PA 


OHIO VALLEY 

Jacksonville State 8 0 271 103}10 2 346 180 
Austin Peay 7 1 201 184) 8 4 327 297 
Eastern Illinois 5 3 149 1984/6 5 194 286 
UT Martin 4 4 136 105)6 5 26 7 
Southeast Missouri 3 5 169 142}3 8 225 240 
FasternKentucky 3 5 181 224)4 7 228 292 
TennesseeState 2 5 149 178)6 5 267 216 
Murray State 25 Wi i)3 8 232 322 
Tennessee Tech 1 7 133 229]1 10 174 325 
PATRIOT LEAGUE 

Lehigh 5 1 24 191]5 7 430 492 
Colgate 5 1 23 B]7 4 305 192 
Lafayette 33 69 95)3 8 132 299 
Holy Cross 3.3 WI M944 7 254 279 
Fordham 3.3 124 W7)4 7 239 384 
Bucknell 2 4 58 29/5 6 185 249 
Georgetown 0 6 64 19/1 10 138 299 
PIONEER FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

San Diego 8 0 37 9710 3 473 227 
Drake 6 2 223 BI}7 4 295 279 
Jacksonville 5 3 205 285) 7 4 324 388 
Campbell 5 3 26 203)6 5 372 247 
Valparaiso 5 3 23 UB)6 5 330 3B 
Dayton 4 4 180 153)5 6 238 2 
Butler 4 4 224 185)6 5 294 275 
Marist 35 WT 240) 4 7 234 338 
Morehead State 3 5 180 307)4 7 266 448 
Stetson 17 «BS 244)2 9 166 337 
Davidson 0 8 Bi 285]2 9 166 337 
SOUTHERN 

Wofford 7 1 228 W7}10 3 334 29 
Samford 6 2 228 133)8 4 336 267 
Furman 6 2 294 159]8 5 424 31 
Western Carolina 5 3 256 175|7 5 389 325 
Mercer 4 4 22 1315 6 270 260 
The Citadel 3.5 155 208)5 6 237 290 
Chattanooga 35 165 BI)3 8 195 284 
EastTenn.State 2 6 184 248)4 7 2 313 
VMI 0 8 68 296)0 Tl 88 408 
SOUTHLAND 

CentralArkansas 9 0 354 121/10 2 429 210 
Sam Houston State 8 1 413 248)12 2 606 437 
Nicholls 7 2 250 227)8 4 339 302 
McNeese 7 2 B2 40)9 2 328 188 
SE Louisiana 6 3 32 2036 5 383 262 
Northwestern State 4 5 216 271)4 7 250 346 
StephenF.Austin 4 5 188 216)4 7 216 325 
Abilene Christian 2 7 185 245)2 9 209 321 
Incarnate Word 1 7 182 361) 1 10 232 525 
Lamar 1 8 W6l 326)2 9 247 39 
Houston Baptist 0 9 NS 270]1 10 150 307 
SWAC 


Alcorn State a2 
Alabama State 43 90 127 4 198 
Jackson State 349 ‘0 284 
Alabama A&M 34 
Miss. Valley State 16 


Grambling State 7 0 2 
Southern 5 2 B9 17)7 4 301 305 
PrairieViewASM 4 3 210 14216 5 330 275 
Texas Southern 2 5 BB 7/2 9 12 322 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff 1 6 167 229)2 9 231 379 
INDEPENDENTS 

FBS 

Army WestPoint = - - - 10 3 399 286 
Notre Dame = - = = [10 3 445 279 
Massachusetts - - - = 14 8 367 382 
BYU -- + -|[49 2 3 


D2 CHAMPS: REED HOFFMAN / AP 


CONFERENCE OVERALL 
WL PF PAWL PF PA 


CIAA 


Virginia State 440 233 


Bowie State 


Virginia Union 253. 181 37 267 
Chowan 9 286 
Elizabeth City State 


oneauam 


Lincoln (Pa, 


FayettevilleState 5 2 65: 

St. Augustine's 5 2 221 WBiS 5 255 284 
Winston-Salem St. 4 3 207 10/6 4 275 212 
JohnsonC.Smith 2 5 102 146)2 8 126 269 
Shaw 2.5 Bl 202)3 7 185 301 
Livingstone 0 7 127 243\0 10 185 363 
GREAT AMERICAN 

Ouachita Baptist 9 2 434 9 3 453 312 
Harding I 4 483 305 
Arkansas Tech 418 249 
Southern Arkansas 400 294 
SE Oklahoma State 30) 308 301 308 
Henderson State 2719 295 219.295 


Arkansas-Monticello 5 
NW Oklahoma State 5 


2 288 
8 3 389 22 
8 3 447 201 
7 4 400 294 
74 
65 

6 

6 
Southern Nazarene 4 7 

8 

9 

9 


ee aa nn) 
woes anneeeaw 
we 
Ss 
Ss 
z 


SW Oklahoma State 3 8 202 360 202 360 
East Central 2:9 262 407 262 407 
Oklahoma Baptist 2 9 247 448 247 448 
GREAT LAKES INTERCOLLEGIATE 
Ashland 9 0 319 M4) 2 434 23 
Ferris State 8 1 293 WSN 2 410 198 
Grand Valley State 7 2 349 12/8 3 4N 143 
Tiffin 5 4 191 2046 5 262 239 
Northwood 5 4 197 252)7 4 282 293 
Wayne State (Mich.) 4 5 206 291,5 6 262 331 
Michigan Tech 36 12 257) 4 7 197 302 
Saginaw Valley St. 3 6 185 239{5 6 255 263 
Northern Michigan 1 8 152 255} 1 9 W2 303 
Davenport 0.9 95 280) 1 10 128 329 
GREAT LAKES VALLEY 

Indianapolis 7 0 292 83/1 1 458 223 
McKendree $2 23 BI) 7 4 33 22 
Missouri S&T 5 2 260 167)7 4 410 285 
SouthwestBaptist 4 3 242 13/5 5 307 233 
Truman State 4 3 160 131)5 6 239 258 
William Jewell 2 5 149 230) 2 9 233 424 
Quincy 1 6 78 294/3 8 W2 427 
Lincoln (Mo.) 07 @ Bill 9 WS 310 
GREAT MIDWEST ATHLETIC 
OhioDominican 7 0 316 95/7 3 395 220 
Findlay 6 1 352 10 |10 3 578 250 
Hillsdale 5 2 210 N0\7 4 379 27 
Walsh 4 3 187 220)4 7 233 389 
Lake Erie 2 5 84 265)2 8 104 390 
Alderson Broaddus 2 5 194 266)3 § 329 415 
Kentucky Wesleyan 1 6 139 358)2 8 202 468 
Malone 16 WW 230)1 9 18) 340 
GREAT NORTHWEST ATHLETIC 
Central Washington 8 0 333 Win 1 473 2n 
Humboldt State 6 2 347 266)8 2 451 282 
Azusa Pacific 4 4 340 173)7 4 455 242 
Western Oregon 2 6 242 294)3 8 312 380 
Simon Fraser 0 8 70 482/0 10 105 55 
GULF SOUTH 

West Alabama 7 1 3Y7 160/10 3 481 290 
West Florida 5 3 29 193) 4 420 321 
Delta State 5 3 27 12)9 4 391 293 
West Georgia 5 3 236 40\9 4 42 198 
Valdosta State 5 3 264 159/5 4 276 188 
NorthAlabama 5 3 191 150)5 5 208 175 
Florida Tech 35 182 202)5 6 289 275 
MississippiCollege 1 7 84 263)1 9 12 327 
Shorter 0 8 90 36/0 Tl BO 482 


—s — 
Texas A&M-Commerce’s Mark 
Westbrook celebrates his team’s 


NCAA Division 2 championship. 


CONFERENCE 


OVERALL 


WL PF PA\WL PF PA 


LONE STAR 

Midwestern State 8 0 370 202}10 1 468 291 
Tex.A&M-Commerce 7 1 337 136/14 1 557 251 
Eastern New Mexico 6 2 256 242)8 2 324 287 
Tarleton State 4 4 26 235)6 6 359 333 
Angelo State 4 4 30) 18416 5 416 247 
W. New Mexico 3.5 194 274) 4 7 255 383 
Tex. A&M-Kingsville 2 6 209 270) 4 7 292 345 
WestTexasA&M = 1. 7 99 (253)3 8 153 312 
Tex.-PermianBasin 1 7 134 340/2 9 204 466 
MID-AMERICA 
INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC 
FortHaysState 11 0 367 152) 1 1 388 183 
NW MissouriState 9 2 284 91/9 3 302 I 
Central Missouri St. 8 3 448 324)9 3 486 352 
Pittsburg State 7 4 334 228)8 4 382 259 
CentralOklahoma 7 4 414 293) 8 4 452 324 
Emporia State 6 5 322 3}6 5 322 3H 
Washburn 6 5 34 288)7 5 382 33 
Missouri Western 4 7 309 307) 4 7 309 307 
Lindenwood 4 7 293 299)4 7 293 299 
Nebraska-Kearney 3 8 184 337/3 8 184 337 
Northeastern State 1 10 187 515} 1 10 187 515 
MissouriSouthern O I] 178 516}0 Ml 178 516 
MOUNTAIN EAST 

Shepherd 10 0 485 256/10 1 502 285 
NotreDame(Ohio) 8 2 324 212)8 3 351 254 
Fairmont State 8 2 252 52/8 3 268 12 
West Virginia State 5 5 378 353)6 5 413 376 
Wa.Wesleyan 5 5 180 219)5 6 193 257 
Virginia-Wise 4 6 254 285)5 6 319 285 
Urbana 46 239 307)5 6 276 317 
Charleston (Wa) 4 6 192 212)4 6 92 212 
Glenville State 3 7 249 280) 4 7 296 322 
West Liberty 3 7 182 2503 8 206 295 
Concord 19 144 353)2 9 1S 375 
NORTHEAST-10 

Assumption 8 1 426 89) i 2 564 201 
UU Post 7 2 384 228)8 2 426 241 
Bentley 6 3 29 23)6 4 300 264 
New Haven 5 4 203 29/6 4 234 239 
Southern Conn. St. 5 4 253 227)5 5 275 282 
Stonehill 5 4 22 314\6 4 316 342 
Merrimack 45 198 250)4 6 239 299 
Pace 2-7 152 327)3 7 180 347 
American Intl. 2 7 157 257)2 8 164 298 
Saint Anselm 1 8 18 330/1 9 125 367 


GO 


2017 DIVISION 2 & 3 FINAL STANDINGS 


CONFERENCE OVERALL 
WL PF PAIWL PF PA 


Minnesota-Duluth 9 2 9 3 393 222 
Bemidji State 8 3 388 190/8 3 388 190 
Northern State 6 5 265 301)6 5 265 301 
St. Cloud State 6 5 310 231)6 5 310 23 
Minn. St-Moorhead 5 6 285 289/5 6 285 289 
Minot State 3.8 188 320)3 8 188 320 
Mary 1 10 1 10 180 469 
Minn.-Crookston 0 01 MW 53 


Minnesota State 11 0 462 150/13 1 562 215 
Winona State W 1 394 155/10 2 400 15 
Sioux Falls 9 2 293 126)9 3 33 150 
WayneState(Neb) 6 5 272 254/6 5 272 254 
Upper lowa 6 5 QM 27316 5 QM 2B 
Augustana (S.0.) 4 7 226 284) 4 7 226 284 
Concordia-St. Paul 2 9 25 342)2 9 23 342 
SW Minnesota State 2 9 205 37/2 9 205 377 
PA. STATE ATHLETIC 


West Chester 61 9 
Shippensburg 6 1 258 76 |10 
Kutztown 5 2 29 17/8 
Bloomsburg 43 Mm iS7\7 
Millersville 3.4 185 175) 4 
Fast Stroudsburg 2 5 133 202) 3 
Lock Haven 25 2 
Cheyne 07 1 


Indiana(Pa) «7-0 256 1 47 20 
Slippery Rock 5 2 284 247\8 3 442 359 
(alifoia(Pa) 5 2 218 202|9 3 399 37 
Edinboro 4 3 236 209/7 4 377 27 
Mercyhurst 3 4 164 182/5 6 239 252 
Gannon 3 4 289 237/5 6 426 334 
Clarion 1 6 14 200) 1 10 169 327 
Seton Hill 0 7 188 39/0 M1 263 597 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN ATHLETIC 
Colo.State-Pueblo 9 1 393 33/9 3 427 173 
ColoradoMesa 9 1 475 24/9 2 510 210 
(oloradoMines 7 3 367 26/7 4 388 251 
ChadronState 6 4 321 25/6 5 334 291 
Dixie State 5 5 253 236|5 6 293 294 
Fort Lewis 5 5 220 268|5 6 237 288 
Black Hills State 4 6 275 34/4 6 215 334 
AdamsState 4 6 342 4854 7 356 S02 
South DakotaMines 4 6 300 326/5 6 342 353 
Western State 1 9 125 35411 10 128 402 
NewMex.Highlands 1 9 216 496/2 9 258 493 
SOUTH ATLANTIC 

Wingate 6 1 27 11/9 2 327 289 
Carson-Newman 5 2 209 150/8 3 364 22 
Catawba 5 2 205 45/9 2 348 194 
Limestone 3 4 188 252/4 6 238 327 
Tusculum 34 BG 192|5 5 239 248 
Newberry 34 15 18/5 6 295 223 
Lenoir-Rhyne 25-155 “9/3 7 194 249 
Mars Hill 1 6 Wl 249) 3 7 267 363 
SOUTHERN INTERCOLLEGIATE 


Benedict 61 2 
Fort Valley State 5 2 204 155 233 233 
Albany State 42 10 % m2 201 
Morehouse 45 

5 


Clark Atlanta 


Tuskegee 6 1 209 17/9 2 26 
Miles 6 2 222 168) 6 4 250 263 
Kentucky State 2.4 124 B9}3 8 2 310 
lane 17 Wt 225)2 8 182 272 
Central State 0 8 139 283) 1 9 202 352 
INDEPENDENTS 

N.Greenville(S.C) - - - - |4 6 278 29) 
UNC Pembroke -- > - 428 4031 


CONFERENCE OVERALL 
WL PF PAWL PF PA 


DS 


AMERICAN SOUTHWEST 


388 79 


= 


Mary Hardin-Baylor 9 


0 1 
Hardin-Simmons 8 1 377 126}9 2 464 153 
East TexasBaptist 6 3 437 293)7 3 496 310 
: Southwestern (Tex) 6 3 330 2361/6 4 361 285 
: Texaslutheran 6-3 329 254)6 4 357 292 
= Sul Ross State 45 24al 249/5 5 288 27) 
: LouvisianaCollege 2 7 319 4277/3 7 378 447 
McMurry 2 7 10 375)2 8 170 385 
Howard Payne 1 8 156 501) 1 9 190 564 
Belhaven(Miss.) 1 $ 236 443]2 8 278 480 
: CENTENNIAL 
: Johns Hopkins 8 1 374 B8)9 2 434 198 
: Franklin& Marshall 8 1 331 194]10 1 400 208 
: Susquehanna 6 3 24 1818 3 276 193 
Muhlenberg 6 3 259 163)8 3 353 188 
Ursinus 5 4 227 235)6 4 262 248 
Dickinson 3 6 V2 281)3 7 1B 322 
Gettysburg 3 6 203 298)3 7 227 32 
Juniata 2 7 22 345|3 7 284 376 
McDaniel 2 7 29 289)3 7 249 299 
Moravian 2 7 156 263)2 8 183 293 
COLLEGE CONFERENCE OF 
ILLINOIS & WISCONSIN 
3; NorthCentral(Ii) 7 1 336 126/10 2 450 230 
: WlinoisWesleyan 7 1 194 7719 2 253 136 
: Wheaton ({tl,) 6 2 340 108/8 2 455 128 
: Carthage 5 3 265 Wa} 7 3 320 14 
: Millikin 5 3 244 242)7 3 348 271 
Elmhurst 2 6 M 266}2 8 140 333 
> North Park 2 6 104 218)3 7 151 249 
: Carroll (Wis.) 17 124 3511 9 159 435 
: Augustana(il) 1 7 129 285] 1 9 183 352 
: COMMONWEALTH COAST 
> West. New England 4 0 28 82)8 3 339 227 
Curry 4 1 168 85/8 3 321 234 
> Salve Regina 3 2 187 96/6 3 298 18 
Endicott 23 5 W)3 7 24 274 
Becker 14 4 I}1 9 4) 346 
Nichols 05 66 22/2 & BB 3B 
EASTERN COLLEGIATE 
Husson 7 0 351 77/10 2 451 170 
SUNY-Maritime 6 1 270 104)9 2 407 197 
Castleton 5 2 163 207) 6 4 208 283 
Mount Ida 34 166 185)4 6 198 288 
Gallaudet 3 4 209 207|3 7 265 301 
Dean 2:5 109 134)4 6 M4 174 
Anna Maria 1 6 142 340) 1 9 183 463 
Alfred State 1 6 M2 268)1 9 126 361 
EMPIRE EIGHT 
Brockport 7.02799 Nj 1 518 198 
SUNY-Cortland 95 2 213 189)7 4 316 326 
Alfred 5 2 206 W}8 3 35 187 
: Buffalo State 3 4 B9 208)6 5 236 304 
2 Hartwick 2.5 IM 246}3 7 290 343 
Morrisville 2 5 188 285)4 6 293 355 
St. John Fisher 2 5 188 27)2 8 198 320 
Utica 2 5 187 W843 7 27 225 
HEARTLAND CONFERENCE 
Franklin 8 0 440 179)8 3 535 304 
Rose-Hulman 7 1 338 159)8 2 397 2i9 
MountSt.Joseoh 5 3 339 26 4 407 273 
Manchester 5 3 202 242)6 4 247 308 
Hanover 4 4 277 256) 4 6 3i 307 
Bluffton 4 4 293 24/4 6 328 341 
Defiance 2 6 191 2422 8 193 322 
Anderson 1 7 B8 385) 1 9 155 479 
Earlham 0 8 125 428)0 10 186 540 
IOWA INTERCOLLEGIATE 
Wartburg 8 0 321 M9 }12 1 498 234 
Central 6 2 301 212)7 3 347 290 
luther 5 3 223 2200/6 4 274 267 
Dubuque 4 4 2M 25/6 4 280 264 
Simpson 4 4 269 240)5 5 314 270 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 


Go 


2017 DIVISION 3 & NAIA FINAL STANDINGS 


D3 CONFERENCE | OVERALL 


[CONFERENCE | OVERALL 
WL PF PA\WL PF PA : 


WL PF PA|WL PF PA 


IOWA INTERCOLLEGIATE «00; ya : : Ie 2 : : eA is 
UHTON 
ra ge de ae Shenandoah 3.3: 220 204/6 4 40 323 
Bridgewater (Va.) 1 5 146 248)4 6 257 336 
Nebraska Wesleyan 2 6 238 31}2 8 273 387 Emory & 1 5 19 25213 7 326 348 
Buena Vista 2 6 D2 342] 3 7 263 424 , ah la 
LIBERTY 2 ae PRESIDENTS’ ATHLETIC 
RPI 41 aga 3 321 20 © pe a d Case West. Reserve 8 0 356 127/11 1 479 214 
Ithaca 41 128 70/8 3 269 168 © AUTOR Nakata TT ks ) "Washington & Jeff, 8 0 296 19M 1 434 227 
Union 32 102 69/7 4 2M 199 Westminster (Pa) 6 2 264 10|7 3 306 197 
Hobart 3.2 9 NIT 3 349 182 CamegieMellon 5 3 257 17 |7 4 333 230 
SL Lawrence 14 79 23/2 8 155 232 Thomas More 5 3 319 135)6 4 389 197 
Rochester 0 5 46 2312 7 109 327 WL PF OPA\WL PF PA Grove city 4 4 202 283] 4 6 240 332 
Geneva 2 6 167 232|3 7 226 2 
MASSACHUSETTS STATE Tufts 5 4 35 18B)5 4 235 188 Bethany 2 6 135 24/2 8 161 343 
PlymouthState 7 1 196 91/9 2 254 164 Hamilton 36 We 253)3 6 W2 253 Waynesburg 26 Wi M2 8 M8 38 
Framingham State 7 1 264 135|10 1 382 173 Bates 2 7 150 336) 2 7 150 336 Saint Vincent 17 Bl 30}2 8 190 363 : 
Western Conn. State 5 3 253 2107 3 329 2 — Colby 18 20 279}1 8 120 279 Thiel 17 128 347)1 9 156 410 : : fru: 
Worcester State 5 3 253 210)6 4 317 252 Bowdoin 0 9 IS 29810 9 13 298 ; WoL PF PAWL PF PA 
UMass-Dartmouth 4 4 226 193) 4 6 263 235 SOUTHERN ATHLETIC : 
Westfield State © 3S 145 208) 3 7 164 265 NEW JERSEY ATHLETIC Berry 8 0 284 118|11 1 389 205 : CENTRALSTATES FOOTBALL 
Fitchburg State 2 6 159 2710/3 7 220 313 — Wesley 9035 Wi 2 47 WT ~~ Centre 71 290 159|9 1 378 183 : Langston(Okla) 8 0 255 100/10 1 319 190 
Bridgewater State 2 6 160 18}2 8 207 230  FrostburgState 8 1 317 MSM 2 468 222 Hendrix 6 2 321 274) 8 2 415 330 : gwassmofGod(tex) 7 1 298 107 8 3 406 241 
Mass. Maritime 1 7 122 280/2 8 188 342 Salisbury 7 2 258 88/7 4 310 153 Trinity (Texas) 5 3 247 22516 4 295 292 H Okla.PanhandleSt. 6 2 275 186 7 3 305 204 
MontclairState = 5-4 «BI 17/5 5 IS) 28 Rhodes 3.5 23 25714 6 319 337: inonaChisian 5 3 306 WD 7 3 396 206 
MICHIGAN INTERCOLLEGIATE i aace ; ‘ NS ; - m be ee : : ~ o : : oe H > Lyon Ark.) 4 4 162 198\6 5 279 261 
Tri 6 0 22 88{n 1 531 20 © — Newser i : Bacone (Okla) 3 5 108 209 3 8 150 296 
Hope Sim s]|s 2 37 ws Csopetewot 4 5 5 1S] 5 25 WO Sevane 2-6 5) 25/3. DH HB | Teascolige 26 28.2 8 3 
i 4 2 196 1415 5 357 304 Rowan ustin : TevasWesleyan 1 7 64 2719/1 10 98 393 
Oi 3 ; rs is 5 5 3 ™ Souther Virginia 1 8 69 284)2 8 M4 307 i WaendBapstix) 0 8 86 182 0 10 118 275 
Albion 2 4 144 26/14 6 316 305 William Paterson 0 9 73 375)0 10 73 420 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ; 
Alma 15 19 21814 6 262 344 INTERCOLLEGIATE : FRONTIER CONFERENCE 
Kalamazoo 0 6 48 22)1 9 12 3)  #NORTHCOAST ATHLETIC Chapman 6 0 264 187|6 3 317 305 =: SouthernOregon 10 0 356 191 12 1 479 281 
Wittenberg 9 0 380 119/10 1 407 168 ——Redllands 5 1 255 1287 2 369 161 = RockyMtn.(Mont) 6 4 304 213 6 5 332 256 
MIDDLE ATLANTIC Wabash 7 2 280 1983/8 2 315 209 —CalLutheran 33 227 190|5 3 282 224 : (Collegeofldaho 6 4 308 254 6 5 322 295 
Delaware Valley 9 0 378 72 1 502 136 DePauw 7 2 295 241} 8 2 336 271 Pomona-Pitzer 3 3 203 199)4 4 270 270 : MontanaTech 6 4 434 286 6 4 434 286 
i Denison 6 3 306 20517 3 355 236  Clare-Mudd-Scripps 2 4 169 202/4 5 257 242 : Carroll(Mont) 4 6 239 233 4 6 239 233 
Albright 7 2 248 209]8 3 295 272 
Widener 7 2 29 817 4 246 175 ‘Wooster 5 4 333 316)6 4 378 337 LaVerne 2 4 M3 15}3 5 206 253 : EasternOregon 4 6 253 307 4 6 253 307 
Stevenson 6 3 290 15716 5 313 219  OhioWesleyan 5 4 227 226)5 5 242 262 Whittier 0 6 139 349)0 8 187 454  : MontanaWestern 4 6 304 331 4 7 304 407 
Lebanon Valley 5 4 201 190]5 5 208 238 berlin 3 6 223 273) 4 6 247 219 Occidental - = + ]0 3 19 170 = MontanaState-North, 0 10 142 525 1 10 185 554 
Lycoming 45 229 22/4 6 235 219 Allegheny 2 7 302 425)3 7 340 431 : 
King’s 4 5 266 309)5 5 296 336 © Hiram 1 8 224 406]2 8 267 447 UPPER MIDWEST ATHLETIC : GREAT PLAINS ATHLETIC 
FOU-Floram = 201 369) 7 239 303 Kenyon 0 9 255 40910 10 253 454 Eureka 8 1 372 1862/8 3 AO 257 : Momingside(lowa) @ 0 424 NS 13 1 116 240 
Nisericordia 1 8 185 370] 1 9 220 426 MacMurray 7 2 291 1888 2 313 202 : Northwestern(lowa) 7 1 274 185 10 2 410 241 
Wilkes 0 9 14 3356/0 10 153 398 NORTHERN ATHLETICS St.Scholastica 7 2 349 19917 3 349 297 : Concordia(Neb) 5 3 209 180 6 4 246 214 
Lakeland 6 0 3B I [8 3 465 342 —Northwestem(Hinn) 6 3 164 119/6 4 171 I6l : DakolaWesl.(S.D) 4 4 332 343 6 5 480 425 
MIDWEST Benedictine il.) 5 1 206 141] 7 3 332 287  Westminster(Mo.) 6 3 236 182|6 4 236 22 : Midland(Neb) 4 4 223 259 6 4 216 297 
Aurora 2 182 1O}S 5 223 244 Martin Luther 45 229 332)5 5 243 339 = Dordt (lowa) 3 5 252 298 5 5 355 322 
St. Norbert 5 0 13 Wisconsin lutheran 3 3 WS W8)3 7 WS 373 Greenville 4 5 263 237)4 6 266 313 : Doane(Neb.) 3 5 208 237.5 5 270 278 
Chicago 3.2 Bl 80/6 4 273 12 — Concordia(til) 15 27 20/3 6 213 294 lowa Wesleyan 2 7 214 316) 2 8 239 378 = Hastings(Neb,) 2 6 200 232 5 6 330 219 
Macalester ; 2 M5 a ; : a be Concordia (Wis) 1 5 104 215)2 8 175 408 — Minnesota-Morris 1 ; 2 a i 9 i - : BiarGifidova) = «08156 429.0 TI BB S76 
Ripon 21 Rockford 15 18 186]1 8 165 283 Crown 10 12 433: 
teen 14 28 _e a. : HEART OF AMERICA 
Beloit 05 13 NORTHWEST USA SOUTH ATHLETIC : 7 
Linfield 7 0 228 60|9 2 285 133 Huntingdon 7 0 261 2] 9 2 388 232; “rand View (lowa) ; be : ; : = e 
Honmmoath GH). “3.9 a2 GeorgeFor «$2 200 8947 3 285 129 Averett Bs Ci Au wt Revesiine Rand Ae 1 A 583-8 2 
Lake Forest 4 1 189 118)8 2 370 276 Whitworth 5 2 22 169/8 2 380 192 — Ferrum 5 2 188 12818 2 268 199 ; PetuState(Neb.) 3 a ee 
Illinois College 3 2 BO 13315 5 275 295 Pacific (Ore.) 43 15 59/4 4 164 196 laGrange 34 23 27/4 6 310 22 : William Penn (lowa) 3 2 150 89 
ComellCollege 23157 230) 4 6 316 447 ~—pactictutheran «4347s 4 4 168 138 Maryville(Tenn) 3 4 190 495 5 294 245 : Culver-Stockton(Mo) 1 4 138 208 1 10 202 47t 
Koax 14 Wt 169)5 5 24 24 punetsound —s2.- SIO 166} 3 6 205 205 NCarolinaWesleyan 3 4 27 1873 7 273 364 : raceland(lowa) 0 5 79 261 1 10 196 554 & 
ce 05 AT M4611 9 86 464 eis clark © 16 104 252) 2 7 160 318 Methodist OR re eg TR RIE = 
ilamett 0 7 M 27610 9 166 349 Greensboro 07 52 35111 9 89 4m : . = 
MINNESOTAINTERCOLLEGIATE =“ Brevard ye gam a vangel(Mo) = 41 BS 977 4 290 236 é 
St.Thomas (Minn.) 8 0 458 62} 11 2 613 145 OHIO ATHLETIC : Hea 3 : 6 ut 3 : = s & 
Saintohnis 7 1 301 69)3 2 455 100 Mount Union 9.0 509 10015 0 758 193 | WISCONSIN eye eonnon re Ee eS z 
Concordia(Minn) 6 2 237 99]8 2 296 10 i INTERCOLLEGIATE : Cent. Methodist (Mo.) | 
Heldelberg 6 3 309 268)7 3 349 297 Avila (Mo. 14 % 13.3 8 2B 4a = 
Bethel 5 3 266 156)5 5 292 219 hio Norther 74 242 309 273 Wis.-Oshkosh 7 0 260 M}i2 1 543 226: ’ e 
Lay mss mon) | eben B88 13 S 
ry 3 5 Bo ala 6 206 44g lonncarrol 6 3 336 1986 4 353. 221 La phate e , ¥ e i i a uv > KANSAS COLLEGIATE = 
: Otterbein 5 4 33 326|6 4 349 34) is-La Crosse aes = 
Augsburg 2 6 20 310/4 6 290 333 Batawin. Wal 4 74 26/6 4 316 269 —-Wis-Platteville © 4 3.:176-«143|7 3 300 22 ; Sterling(Kan) = 8-1 285 193-9 3 364 330 = 
Hamli 17 18 400] 2 8 183 423 see ORBEA nd Tabor (Kan,) 8 1 393 157 8 2 407 222 : 
sale Marietta 5 4 282 345/16 4 308 370 © —-‘Wis.-Stout 34 B35 M0)5 4 M5 12 : ; & 
Carleton 0 8 85 34110 10 151 420 ; : : KansasWesleyan 7 2 352 230 8 3 404 274 = 
Muskingum 1 8 167 285)2 8 186 285 Wis.-RiverFalls 2 5 123 13/4 6 182 201 : Ka 4262 192.5 6 3 209 = 
Wilmington 1 8 206 43212 8 255 452 WisStevensPoint 1 6 107 200]4 6 215 280 ; Southwestern (Kan.) 3 5 Smet 7 AL ass = 
NEWENGLANDSMALLCOLLEGE  ;,,;;,) 1 8 242 449/1 9 263 407 —-Wis-EauClaire = 07 55 268]1 9 102 379; ‘Friends(Kan,) = 
sy : Bethany (K; 45 266 356 5 5 302 379 = 
Trinity(Conn.) «8-1-3305 88/8 1 305 88 3 faetat Ce ae ewes as 
pein ee ly aah ug OLD DOMINION ATHLETIC __ INDEPENDENTS Saint Mary Kan) 36 210 304-4 7 218 364 z 
Wesleyan 6 3 240 14516 3 240 145 Washington &lee 5 1 239 133)8 3 383 251 Washington (Mo.) ~~ . F 6 245 253 : McPherson(Kan) 2 7 285 339.3 7 328 353 = 
Williams & 3 203 6416 3 203 154 Randolnh-Macon 4 2 250 WII7 3 391 229 Finlandia - 13 69 127} Bethel(Kan) 18 37 371 9 147 361 Pa 


202 = 2018 STREET & SMITH'S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


=." 7 
Saint Francis (Ind.) players celebrate 
win over Reinhardt (Ga.) in the 2017 
NAIA Championship Game. 


WoL PF PAIW OL PF PA 


MID-SOUTH CONFERENCE 


Reinhardt (6a, 
Bluefield (Va,) 
Cumberlands (Ky.) 


6033 Mm 2 

4 

3 
Union (Ky.) 3 

3 

| 

1 


0 
2 126 15) 6 
3 155 184 6 
3 205 22 5 
Pikeville (Ky.) 3 5 
St. Andrews (N.C) 5 2 
Point (Ga.) 5 3 


194 196 
147 22 
162 283 
Lindsey Wilson (Ky.) 6 0 285 30 
Georgetown (Ky.) 5 1 237 102 9 
Campbelisville (Ky,) 4 2 259 183 8 
Cumberland (Tenn) 3 3 275 184 7 
Bethel (Tenn.) 24 WM WS 3 
Kentucky Christian 1 5 1S 284 1 
Cincinnati Christian 0 6 0 


Southeastern (Fla) 5 0 

Faulkner (Ala,) 41 
Webber Intl. (Fla) 3 2 104 B7 
Warner (Fla.) 23 

Ave Maria(Fla.) = 1 

Edward Waters (Fla,) 0 


MID-STATES MIDEAST 
Saint Francis(Ind) 6 0 268 94 14 
Concordia (Mich.) 5 1 256 106 9 
Marian (Ind.) 4 2 268 105 7 
Siena Heights (Mich) 3 3 156 126 5 
Taylor (Ind.) 2 4 158 198 4 
Missouri Baptist 15 107 251 3 
Undwd-Belleville() 0 6 26 359 0 


MID-STATES MIDWEST 
Saint Xavier (Ill) 5 0 170 105 
St. Francis (IIl.) 41 196 128 
Olivet Naz.(Il.) 2 3 138 152 
St. Ambrose (lowa) 2 3 MM 139 
Trinity Intl. (UIL) 14 25 17 
RobertMors(i) = 1 4 103 142 


NORTH STAR ATHLETIC 
Dickinson St.(N.D.) 8 0 344 10 
Dakota State (S.0) 6 2 297 155 
Waldorf (lowa) 5 3 2% 313 
Valley City St.(N.0.) 4 4 31 189 
Presentation (S.0.) 3 5 25) 317 
Jamestown (N.0.) 2 6 183 275 
MayvileState(N.D) 0 8 78 38) 


un aauns 
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Srauwns 
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205 410 
14 499 


lw 2017 POSTSEASON RECAP 


FBS BOWL GAMES 
___T(U39, Stanford 37 


ArizonaBowl = New Mexico State 26, Utah State20 
Armed Forces Bowl _ Army West Point 42, San Diego State 35. 
Bahamas Bowl Ohio 41, UAB 6 

BelkBowl = Wake Forest 55, TexasA&M52 
BirminghamBowl South Florida 38,TexasTech34. 
BocaRatonBowl _———‘FloridaAtlanticS0,Akron3— 
CactusBowl -——=——SKansas State 35,UCLAI? = 
CamelliaBowl __ Middle Tennessee 35, Arkansas State 30. 
Camping World Bowl _ Oklahoma State 30, Virginia Tech 21 
CitrusBowl Notre Dame 21, LSUI7 

Cotton Bowl __ Ohio State 24, USC7_ 

Cure Bowl Georgia State 27, Western Kentucky 17 
Dollar General Bow! Appalachian State 34, ToledoO = 
Famous Idaho Potato — fron: 37, Central Michigan 14 

Fiesta Bow! Penn State 35, Washington 28 

Foster FarmsBowl Purdue 38, Arizona 35 

FriscoBowl = Louisiana Tech 51, SMU 10 = 
Gasparilla Bow! Temple 28,Floridainternational3 

Hawaii Bowl Fresno State 33, Houston 27 

FCS PLAYOFFS 

FIRST ROUND 

Stony Brook 59 Lehigh 29____ 
WeberState2]_......___—' Western illinoisI9._ 
Northern lowa 46 _Monmouth 7 

New Hampshire 14__ Central Connecticut State 0 — 
Kennesaw State 28 Samford.17 c 
South Dakota 38 Nicholls 31 

urman = lon 27 

San Diego 41 Norther Arizona 10 

‘SECOND ROUND 

James Madison26 Stony Brook? = 

Weber State 30 Southern Utah3 
South Dakota State 37 Northern lowa22__ 

New Hampshire 21 tralArkansas I$ 
Kennesaw State 17 Jacksonville State? 
Sam Houston State54__.__ South Dakota42. 0 
Wofford28 Furman 10 _— 

North Dakota State 38 San Diego 3 
‘QUARTERFINALS 
James Madison 3] _WeberState28 
South Dakota State56 .__NewHampshirel4. 

Sam Houston State 34_ Kennesaw State 27 

North Dakota State 42 Wofford 10 
‘SEMIFINALS 
James Madison5| South DakotaStatel6 = 
North Dakota State 55 Sam Houston State 13 
‘CHAMPIONSHIP 

North Dakota State 17 James Madison 13 
D2 PLAYOFFS 
‘FIRST ROUND 
West Chester 27 _ Shippensburg 6_ =——= 
Findlay 29 ~ neal Ih —————e 
Assumption4o California (Pa.) 31 
Ferris State 24 ___ Ouachita Baptist19 
Harding 27 Indianapolis 24 — 
Ashland2|_ Northwest Missouri State1@ 
DeltaState45 === Bowie State 35 —— 
West Georgia 35 ee 


lest Flori Wingate 0 
Texas ABH-Commete Winona State6__ 


Minnesota State 16__ — Colorado State-Pueblo 3 
Midwestern State 24 Sioux Falls 20 

‘SECOND ROUND 

litera Fad 44 —* — tesa 

ate Fort Ha ‘State 2 
Harding 34 = Ashland 24 = = 
West Alab nes — Delta State 20 = 
West Florida? = —eee i ae 
Texas A&M-Commerce entral Was! = 
Minnesota State 63 Midwestern State 21 
QUARTERFINALS 

Indiana (Pa.) 27___ ——— a 
a 7 | a eas 
West Florida28__._________ West Al a 
Texas A&M-Commerce 31 Minnesota State 21 

West Florida 27_ ___Indiana(Pa) 7 
Texas A&M-Commerce 31 Harding 17 

Texas A&M-Commerce 37 West Florida 27 


Heart of Dallas Bow! Utah 30, West Virginia 14 


Holiday Bowl Michigan State 42, Washington State 7 

Independence Bowl __ Florida State 42, Southern Miss 13 

lasVegasBowl __ Boise State 38, Oregon 28 

libertyBowl _—_—fowa State 21, Memphis 20 

Military Bowl Navy 49, te ys a = 

Music City Bowl Northwestern 24, Kentucky 23 

New Mexico Bowl Marshal Colorado State 28 

New Orleans Bowl Troy 50, North Texas 30 

OrangeBowl __——_‘ Wisconsin 34, Miami (Fla,) 24 

QutbackBowl South Carolina 26, Michigan 19 

PeachBowl UC 34, Auburn 27 = 

PinstripeBowl _____lowa27, Boston College20 

Quick lane Bowl __Duke 36, Northern Illinois 4 

SunBowl____N,C State 52, Arizona State 31_ 

TaxSlayer Bowl __——_—_—Mississippi State 31, Louisville 27 

TexasBowl Texas 33, Missouri 6 

RoseBowl _-—-s——Georgia 54, Oklahoma48 
Alabama 24, Clemson 6 


Sugar Bowl 


Alabama 26, Georgia 23 


D3 PLAYOFFS 
FIRST ROUND 
Wis.-Oshkosh 63. Lakeland 0 
North Central (lll) 17 int John’ 
Wartburg 35 = Franklin 34 — 
Trine 63 Ss aiid Wi Ss 
Mount lion 21 fashington&leeQ 
Case Western Reserve 28 “hai esleyan 0. 
Washington & Jefferson 31 Johns Hopkins 28 : 
Frostburg State 35 ey pian 
in ‘Hardin-Baylor 50. Chapman.o —— 
eld 27 = Hadi aon — 
aL Thomas (inn) 47 Eureka 8 a 
erry 34 = Huntingdon 20 
Delaware Valley 35 ‘Western rai landQ 
Bihan 6 == — Reins State 0_ x 
Wesley 45 ia 
‘SECOND ROUND 
Mis fst a — North. Central (ii)2) 
tburg 49 ne 
Mal nt Union 45 — Case Western Reserves, 
Frostburg State 46 nd Sera 
Hann Haver ___Linfield 0 ———— 
St.Thomas (Minn, ee SS 
Delaware at __ Husson 15 
Brockport 49 Wesley 28 
‘QUARTERFINALS: 
Wis.-Oshkosh 4) — Wartburg 27 = 
Mount Union70 Frostburg States? 
Man Head Baio 24 ___St, Thomas (Minn) 10. 
‘ockport 31 Delaware Valley 28 
amano 
Mount Union43. == Wis-Oshkosh4Q 
Mary Hardin-Baylor 24 Brockport 0 
‘CHAMPIONSHIP 
Mount Union 12 Mary Hardin-Baylor 0 
NAIA PLAYOFFS 
FIRST ROUND 
Saint Francis (Ind.) 26 ___ Benedictine (Kan,) 21 
lorthwestern(lowa) 55 Langston (Okla)? 
Reinhardt (Ga,) 39 Concordia (Mich) 10 
eorgetown(Ky,)36 Baker (Kan) 33. 
Morningside ee dete ant A 
int Xavier (Ill) 39 Grand View (low: ———— 
Souther Oregon 55 _________Dickinson State(N.D.)24 
Lindsey Wilson (Ky.) 63 Southeastern (Fla.) 49 
‘QUARTERFINALS 
Saint Francis (Ind.) 30 4 
Morningside (Iowa) 52 Saint Xavier (Il)? = 
Reinhardt(Ga) 17S Georgetown(Ky.)10_ 
Southern Oregon 34 Lindsey Wilson (Ky.) 29 
‘SEMIFINALS 
Saint Francis (Ind.) 43 Morningside (lowa)36 = 
Reinhardt (Ga.) 3 Southern Oregon 34 
Saint Francis (Ind.) 24 Reinhardt (Ga,) 13 
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2 Ol 7 N i A A e B S S TATS > Statistics courtesy of the NCAA ~ Compiled by Will Long 


INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 


(MIN. OF I5 ATTEMPTS PER GAME) 


T YDS/ATT 1D TDPCT RATING 


INT% _YDS 


Baker Mayfield, Okishoma RM 40h SOS GC*dNSSC<(téiGSC*«éddKS:SC‘<t«*«aRS:CSC«a HSC James Washington, OkiahomaState | SR 
McKenzie Milton, UCF $0 1B 35 265 S23 MSs Cedrick Wilson, Boise State R 
Mason Rudolph, Oklahoma State SR 3 (489) 3185.09 B04 W035 8637) 676 106 Anthony Miller, Memphis SR 
Drew Lock, Missouri RB M8 242 578 33964910 Keke Coutee, Texas Tech R B 9 129 10 1099 
Will Grier, West Virginia mR oN 388 250 «(644 3490 8.99 4 88 162.7 Michael Gallup, Colorado State sk OB 100 4B WRT 
Logan Woodside, Toledo sR Mal 264642 BRS BBC Anthony Johnson, Buffalo R 2 1% BSS 4 BO 
Riley Ferguson, Memphis Sk oS 448 BD 9 4257 8.98 38 68.0 161.2 Steve Ishmael, Syracuse sR SBT 3 
J.T. Barrett, Ohio State sR 3 UO 647 A305 SSO Diontae Johnson, Toledo 0 4 4 BOBS 
Jake Fromm, Georgia FR S20) BLC a Ds 24 2615 8.99 4 82 160.1 Jordan Lasley, UCLA R 9 69 «#1264 #9 #8 M04 
John Wolford, Wake Forest Rk 2 Wd 29 69 6 16 3 SS 76 SRO A.J.Brown, Ole Miss 0 2 15 52 43 
Trace McSorley, Penn State R oo 6427) (8466S 3880 6.36 % 66 1837 Trey Quinn, SMU rR Bb 4 136 B 951 
Bryant Shirreffs, Connecticut sk 9 280 Ml 658 5 9 FOSS Tre'Quan Smith, UCF R B SO Mm B 90 
Danny Etling, SU sk 8 2S 165 «(600 2 07 2463 8.96 6 58 153.0 Marcell Ateman, Oklahoma State sk 6 COS9HitiB 89 
Khalil Tate, Arizona soo m9 om 6209 «50S N'Keal Harry, Arizona State 0 Bo 1 8 88 
Taylor Lamb, Appalachian State SR OS 337, 206is«éINC (GBS 18 237 8.2 7 80 152.2 Penny Hart, Georgia State so vm m 8 34 
Jake Browning, Washington R B 36 20 685 5 15 mm 809 9 Sy Ba Deontay Burnett, USC R Wo 8 1M 9 196 
Nic Shimonek, Texas Tech sR 1B 43 328 665 10 20 3953 804 33 67 WRI Korey Robertson, Southern Miss R B 1 W05 2  §sl 
Andrew Ford, Massachusetts R oN 38 2 62 4 N wy 82 mw 62 BI 
Jarrett Stidham, Auburn so 4 30 M6 66S GCOGSO3SC(itiS(C(‘<é‘éR:SCKSOSLO = Se 
Jalen Hurts, Alabama $0 M34 St 606 OMB INTERCEPTIONS 
Justice Hansen, Arkansas State R 2 47 305 626 6 33 3967 6 8SSOSTs78 SCD N D 
Jason Driskel, Florida Atlantic R B We WS 665 4 1h 27 8.08 % 54 = M94 Joshua Jackson, lowa ne (<r a) 
Lukas Denis, Boston College WR BoT WBS 0 05 
DeShon Elliott, Texas R 2 6 iW 2 Os 
RUSHING PASSING Demetrius Monday, Kent State fien  chyiuec: ee) at 
PLAYS YDS YDS/PLAY YDS/6 Parry Nickerson, Tulane : SR R 6 8 0 05 
Lamar Jackson, Louisville R 1 2B? 199 198 160 430-3660 «662 S26)«Ss795—=S«« QT Jalen Young, Florioa Atlantic a a Ls 
Mason Rudolph, Okiahoma State SRB 61 60 125354894904 «5504983799 Josh Cox, Centra} Michigan a RL : i 
Justice Hansen, Arkansas State IR W WS 665 2S 422 487-3067 «=«G22,—«d389—«05—=(i«é SB Ciffton Duck; Appalachian State CREEP oe 
McKenzie Milton, UCF $0 106 66 B}GSS«C395«4037«=«SO) GSO 9.28 3517 Mark Giibert; Duke a a RT 
Baker Mayfield, Oklahoma sR 4 97 506 195 «Sd A6DT«S«SOS8BBSC9GSCSCOST Mark McLaurin, Mississippi State RTS Lie BS 8 OS 
Erle Dungey, Syracuse WR 9 M3 TP) 158572485 503000 Sad 3083 Andreez Williams, LSU TL An 
Tyler Rogers, New Mexico State sk 2 16 207 «(1 «0566 OIG«SA2 S036 6.29«3383 Devin Abraham, South Florida SRT Lt AL 
Josh Rosen, UCLA R oN 50 M0 207-97 aS? 3756S SOD 3659709326 Monquavion Brinson,Ga.Southem | SO 2 $ 9 0 OA 
Quinton Flowers, South Florida sR 2 196 42 164 1078 «354 TONSSSO.~=C«3089Ss5——B34 Blace Brown, Troy RESTLESS ee EAA 
Riley Ferguson, Memphis Rh oN 7 1 1M Mh ST 58 8003308 Sean Bunting, Central Michigan FSCO BR A 
Will Grier, West Virginia Rk  & Be M4 Ww 388 3490 45) 362 = BOR Lorenzo Burns; Anzona FRERIBRSSSEE SiS 
John Wolford, Wake Forest sR mW 40 783 100 683374 SIo2 SBSH BRD 
Drew Lock, Missouri RB 4 WB 2 M $9 3964 463 405 880 BS 
Trace MeSorley, Penn State ROW 4 660 1694) a 3570S SOS) 
Sam Darnold, USC 4 1% 3) 25 8 480 AMS AS.Ss7H]SCt«CSOMB P IG 
Nick Stevens, Colorado State R B54 98 75 SD 3799 SB 39765 30 Devin Singletary, Florida Atlantic 00 
Mike White, Western Kentucky Rk B 64 63 331 -268 560 417 «= 6243909626 =(3007 Rashaad Penny, San Diego State Gab 
Nic Shimonek, Texas Tech SRB 59 MG M66 2933063523806 2998 Myles Gaskin, Washington ee 
Tyler Huntley, Utah so 10 168 748 «6 5373 aSs«R].s8KBCitiC(‘ié‘«él Matt Amendola, Okishoma State 0 B 
Ty Gangl, Nevada WR 10 S353) 1803742786 A206. BS 2926 Saquon Barkley, Penn State 0 0 
Mason Fine, North Texas so M17 336 «(320 «6 SOS OSZSsCOSs«4OGRSCs6S9«(2906 Nathan Rourke, Ohio 9 0 
Caleb Evans, Louisiana-Monroe 2 BT 10 BF SB 344 2868 © 4B) 34472873 Zach Abey, Navy 0 0 
Matt Gay, Utah 40 30 
Kerryon Johnson, Auburn 00 
Emilio Nadelman, South Florida 52 21 
5 INTRET Taquon Marshall, Georgia Tech 00 
Rashaad Penny, San Diego State SR B 2248 BS 10 521 0 0 2974 228.77 yo gt am a : 
Saquon Barkley, Penn State R Bb im 2 0 4 0 0 BB os Ronald Jones, USC OD 
Bryce Love, Stanford aT ey a ee See 3 Matthew Wright, UCF roi 
Marcus Green, Louisiana-Monroe MR 2 hs 829 101 876 0 0 1981 165.08 
Devin Singletary, Florida Atlantic 50 if) 1920 198 0 0 0 0 218 151.29 a 
Malcolm Perry, Navy nn a) | ne MOSEIING 
Diontae Johnson, Toledo so Mu 9 We WwW 68 oO 0 Re 14800 D 
Jonathan Taylor, Wisconsin FR i) 77 95 0 0 0 0 2072 148.00 Rashaad Penny, San Diego State SR 13 289 2248 23 78 29 
Ito Smith, Southern Miss gk 6b wus 36 O % O 0 103 14638 Bryce Love, Stanford R B13 28 9 BI 1629 
D'Angelo Brewer, Tulsa SR N ii? 88 4 0 0 0 1609 146,27 Jonathan Taylor, Wisconsin FR M4 299 «1977 B66 MND 
Phillip Lindsay, Colorado it Wie. P.O hy an) MADS DevinSingletary, Florida Atlantic | SO 14 301 1920 32 64 BM 
Nyheim Hines, N.C. State R B Wm WW BS 469 0 0 158 369 Ahmad Bradshaw, Army WestPoint | SR 3 242 16 M72 143 
JD Spielman, Nebraska a a Lamar Jackson, Louisville R 1 232 V6 1B 69 1232 
Cedrick Wilson, Boise State SR 4 B 1st 0 465 0 0 1989 42.07 AJ Dillon, Boston College FR oS 300 15894531222 
Diocemy Saint Juste, Hawai a Ronald Jones ll, USC R GB 26 1550 9 59 2 
Royce Freeman, Oregon Rk ww WS Hh 0 0 0 0 1639 13658 D'Angelo Brewer, Tulss sR oN 288 I 9 $3 BIS 
Darrell Henderson, Memphis © 2m mW 2 Oo 8 0 0 160 13583 Diocemy Saint Juste, Hawai sR 2 22 150 7 5A 158 
Keke Coutee, Texas Tech RR B 5 1429 0 35 0 0 159 B53) Royce Freeman, Oregon SR 2 244 1475 16 61 = (1229 
Aaron Duckworth, idaho gk wv ms oF 4 oO O Ww BS” Phillip Lindsay, Colorado sR 2 301 WM 49 28 
Ahmad Bradshaw, Army West Point Pie i a Ou ee es ee evs simcity Ka Justice Hill, Okishoma State $0 1B 28 M67 1S 55 128 
Ronald Jones I, USC Pe of kD. Or Re Josh Adams, Notre Dame R B 206 430 9 69 100 
Akrum Wadley, lowa SS is regs 71) NOONE Zach Abey, Navy R 2 2% M3 9 48 m8 
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YEAR & SOLO AST YDS TOTAL SACKS/G 
Joe Ostman, Central Michigan | 1 M 0 68 KO 12 
Ja’VonRolland-Jones, Ark.State} SR 2 No 4 & 80 1.08 | - 
Sutton Smith, Northernilinois | 50 B 2 4 9 WO 1.08 a GAINED LOST 
Anthony Winbush, BallState |S 2 NM 1 6 mS 096 paleaites H Ld on oars rt GAMeD | FU rest] MARGIA/G 
Tee Sims, Appalachian State Ries LBS 0.95 5S ANG w B rT] ra 6 F 7 185 
Maxx Crosby, Eastern Michigan | S0 2 10 2 HN TO 0.92 | Arizona oe J R 0 2 6 9 5 BI 
: _—— AirForce 2 765 3689 482 38 
Brian Womac, Rice Rk 2 0 0 82 0 083 GeorgiaTech | 1 3a 535 30 Memphis 5 6 3 6 0 6 15 
Bradley Chubb, N.C. State Rk 2 9 2 66 10 083 Florida Attantic | 14 3 601 Stanford n 8 2B x 90 Fa 1M 
Mat Boesen, TCU Re as a ORS 0.62 | Notre Dame B 560 3501 625 35 Miami (Fla.) 4 T 53] 4 4 8 100 
Landis Durham, Texas A&M RB 0 1 5 105 081 | SouthFlorida | 12 634 3169 500 30 I b ri] 6 5 q 100 
Hercules Mata’afa, Wash.State | R B 9 3 5S 105 0.81 Georgia &B 60 316 529 & Louisiana Tech 9 8 B i) 5 i] 100 
Montez Sweat, MississippiState | JR B 9 3 64 105 OB SanDiegoState}B 575 382° 57 Alabama 5 9 4 fh “ay Ow 100 
Curtis Weaver, Boise State Ru nT 0 4% 0 079 MississippiSt. |B 634 3 Sib 30 Boise State a e 033 
Marcus Davenport, UTSA kn 8 1 9 8 on Cae Bo ee es Sango eee ee - 
Charles Wright, Vanderbilt RR 8 2 6 90 O75 tena Moe 809 SB % aspire Serine ee oye As oe 
CarlGranderson, Wyoming «=| IRB 9 1 50 95 ON Tulsa 2 52 27 SO) 36 sativa LC OM. CRD as 
Justin Lawler, SMU kB 8 3 6 95 0B Louisville B 45 36 644 3 Texas Tech 5 7) rr] 6 rn B 085 
Ohio B 54 379 S44 South Florida 4 » 4 8 6 0.83 
: | Ohio State MW 589 3405 578 Kansas State 1 Rn B 5 8 B Oo 
(MIN, OF 2 ATTEMPTS PER GAME) | 
f DS TDs YDS/RET 
Dante Pettis, Washington BR 428 | PASSING OFFENSE} 
D.J. Reed, Kansas State SUNT SSS “9 
| me oe ome (eee ees 
3 MichiganState |B 368 1239 337 2 953 WashingtonState | 7B 487 20 9 oF 3668 
DeAndre Thompkins, Penn State} JR B 4 319 J B3 
Wisconsin M46 BS 36 67:~COB Oklahoma 3 9 6 5065 47 3618 
Michael Walker, BostonCollege | JR B 27 354 0 Bl B49 BN 28 1 w08 UCLA 3% 8 OW ry 3445 
Ray-Ray McCloud, Clemson R Ww BH 33 1 a} Tcu " YW 480 MSS 303 «8 MRS Arkansas State Ce ms 8608 4422 
Mecole Hardman, Georgia 9 5 Bm oO te OhioState 9/4 Sol M294 B05) ~—«CNewMexicostate ol BT uz 9 $l 
QuadreeHenderson,Pittsburoh | IR 12 2M MW 2 6 Troy B99 BM 28 7) (WS7 Western Kentucky 7 38) 0435S 335.0 
GregStroman, ViciniaTech | SRB 35 37 2B Texas B42 Be 307 Msg Memphis a 
M.J. Stewart, North Carolina gk 2 & MW 0 m3 Northwestern 1 I WOO 325 B Wn lene i s ; a = : y 
Boobie Hobbs, Utah Rk B 2% Mm 0 2 Ohio B 46 W%6 345 oN NOS Ole Hiss i hh Ee RA 
Avery Williams, Boise State R 4 7 3 2 N2 FresnoState |i 463 68 34 6B IBA East Caroll 58) OSS RKO 79 
P -/ Clemson M52 1606 3M 5 KS West Virginia gt OM OO MOONS 
(MIN. OF 3.6 ATTEMPTS PER GAME) Kansas State B 47 630 358 WT WwW Missouri Bo mw u 514 40n 44 Wa6 
PennState = |B 449 1534 342M TRO Louisville 44 7 WW 507) NB 
q VirginiaTech | 3 462 54 336 7 9S usc o 39 BB 629 (4) (6 90 
Johnny Townsend, Florida Rk oO 3043 45 Northern illinois} 3 526 1560 297 4M 200 Massachusetts “4 m 6 #9 BN Bis 
Trevor Daniel, Tennessee SR n 3323 a5 Boise State 4 495 1683 340 2 = 1202 Syracuse 348030 248 
Michael Dickson, Texas mR B 3984 414 


Corey Bojorquez,New Mexico | SR = 12 
Michael Carrizosa, San Jose St. SR il} 
Shane Tripucka, Texas A&M Rk OB 


uegesevenezass 
& 


G iNT YOS YDS/ATT 1D TD% RATING 
Jake Bailey, Stanford R M4 2586 45.4 Oklahoma 4 99 «(8M 829 8 SI96 Wisconsin wo M2 46 0 OS] OO OCSBlOC«SM:SC«B;SC«G RD 
Corliss Waltman, S. Alabama Ro OR 37 452 | OklahomaState} 1B 1008 7395 734 71 5689 Alabama M4 29 S38 9 45 BO 54 8 19 967 
Cameron Nizialek, Georgia sk mma 45.0 | Louisville B 959 7084 739 62 5449 BostonCollege} 3 410 m SIS BW 44 295 61 10 24 10185 
Cade Coffey, idaho RW BB 446 Memphis B 9s 697 735 2 SBN Michigan B 3B KO 48 10 30 1 59 «oN 34 1037 
Ryan Winslow, Pittsburgh sk 36 AAS UCF B 9 68% 7146 1 5305 Clemson MW 39% «28 25 M35 266 «S76 40 106.85 
Ryan Anderson, Rutoers sk 3508 444 SouthFlorida | 2 Ol 666 615 55 5B0 CentralMich, | 402 220 S47 1 47 MR 60 16 40 Meal 
Ohio State M 1029 7084 688 73 5060 Washingtonst.} 13 351 190 S41 6B 43 22 63 3) 90 
Missouri B 96 658 18 60 5022 SouthFlorida | 12 435 20 529 20 46 2M 64 7 39 NOS 
| Florida Atlantic} 4 1025 6977 680 73 498.4 Lsu B38 2 34 2 32 29 65 N 29 Wes 
ArkansasState | 12 975 5937 609 55 4948 FloridaState |B 440 23 52 9 20 2 5B 6 34 1% 
Matt Gay, Utal M4 30 ColoradoState | 13 977 6402 655 55 4925 lowa B44 37 460 A 46 2 6 6U60lhCUlU OM 
Jonathan Barnes, Louisiana Tech B B Arizona B 908 6364 701 67 4895 UTSA 1 mw wm 80 B SO mt 667)6l UB USO COM 
Jared Sackett, UTSA P15 | usc MWS 6777 655 55 484) OhioState | 447 6 50 B 29 22 6) W% 36 M256 
Evan Pantels, UNLV a ou Toledo M981 67S 691 60 4839 Wyoming B34 9 566 2 60 2d 68 oN 33) me 
Jimmy Camacho, Fresno State 2 B | SMU B97 6220 639 6 4785 Georgia b 47 M4 58 2 U BM S8 WW 43 140 
Jameson Vest, Toledo 0 2 TexasTech =} 1000 670 67 54 4146 Utah B 4 6 558 W 32 MR Bl OT 39 1B 
Matt Ammendola, Okia. State o B 
Emilio Nadelman, South Florida | $8 B 4 
Gabriel Rul, Kansas o wv See) ine 
Austin MacGinnis, Kentucky 2B 2 IEF ENSEI 
Matt Anderson, California nu nM 
y 4 9B 3646 B 260. 
Connor Martin, Baylor uw 0 uBR 3669 2 m1 s(UC Be Oo Alabama |B OT 
Cole Murphy, Syracuse nu 0 BOM 8B x» mo Memphis BM SR Clemson un w 
4 906 384 2 UbI Oklahoma =| BG Wisconsin =| 14 2 195 
2 ATTEMPTS PER GAME) nN 636 | (36 uBR Okla, State B 4 58 VirginiaTech | 13 24 192 
: B 98 444 2% 249 Arizona Bn ST Washington |B 24 209 
B 794 3869 3 216 Ohiostate [4 75 516 Georgia 5 B® U6 
Tony Pollard, Memphis ‘eS Ba 3a Mu MRO —s-PennState «(BO SM Pennstate |B 2 2 
D.J. Reed, Kansas State R Wo W588 1 32 “oo 4B % 3009 Florida Atlantic) @ 75 568 UTSA Vou wt 
MarcusGreen, Louisiana-Monroe | JR 2 2 8% 4 324 Bom om M3063 Ohio B 508 Wyoming BU 
Mike Hughes, UCF ssa ied sie al eee B 80s 4088 Meoo3MS «= SouthFlorida J 57459 FresnoState |} 30 251 
RashaadPenny,SanDiegoState| SR Bb WW SM 2 306 Bom 408 2 3160 Louisville BO 4% Troy B 3 0 
Keion Davis, Marshall R 54 2 HOA | B a 4B 4 3193 SMU Boo Auburn 4s D8 
Marcus Jones, Tray FR: FES 328) + A) 5) ser Moo) 4am 3 (34 ArkansasState} 12 59 454 Michigan Bo 28 
Joe Reed, Virginia © v2 8 8 2 2 WS 4488 3 3206 Missouri B 63 488 Lsu Boa m4 
Jason Huntley, New MexicoState} SO 2 @ S33 2 296 Bm 43 A 333 Alabama M6 519 TCU “oR 066 
Isaiah Harper, Old Dominion R oD M&M 68 3 2 B 8 Az uD 35 Toledo “8 509 OhioState JM 35 266 
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A look at the all-time FBS leaders and the players who could challenge them in 2018. 


> Statistics courtesy ofthe NCAA ~ Compiled by WillLong 


Austin Seibert, Oklahoma 
361 career points 


PASSING YARDS 


= 


Case Keenum, Houston 19,217 
Timmy Chang, Hawaii 17,072 
Landry Jones, Oklahoma | 16,646 
Graham Harrell, Texas Tech | 15,793 
Ty Detmer, BYU 15,031 
Kellen Moore, Boise State | 14,667 
Baker Mayfield, Oklahoma | 14,607 
Luke Falk, Washington St. | 14,481 
Colt Brennan, Hawaii 14,193 
Rakeem Cato, Marshall 14,079 
Mason Rudolph, Okla. State | 13,618 
Sean'Mannion, Oregon St. | 13,600 
Philip Rivers, N.C. State 13,484 
Corey Robinson, Troy 13,477 
Colt McCoy, Texas 13,253 
Aaron Murray, Georgia 13,166 
Kevin Kolb, Houston 12,964 
Dan LeFevour, C. Michigan | 12,905 
Cooper Rush, C. Michigan | 12,891 
Brandon Doughty, W. Kty. | 12,855 
Derek Carr, Fresno State | 12,843 
Tim Rattay, Louisiana Tech| 12,746 
Ryan Lindley, San Diego St.| 12,690 


Luke McCown, La. Tech 12,666 
Chris Redman, Louisville 12,541 


KNOCKING ON THE DOOR 
(active career leaders) 


Brett Rypien, Boise State | 9,876 
Jake Browning, Washington 9,104 


Brent Stockstill, Middle Tenn.| 8,951 


. 


POINTS 


Keenan Reynolds, Navy 
Kenneth Dixon, La. Tech 
Montee Ball, Wisconsin 

Zane Gonzalez, Arizona St. 
Daniel Carlson, Auburn 
Travis Prentice, Miami (Ohio) 
Dustin Hopkins, Florida State 
Jonathan Barnes, La. Tech 
Aaron Jones, Baylor 

Ricky Williams, Texas 

Jake Elliott, Memphis 

Mike Hunnicutt, Oklahoma 
Kyle Brotzman, Boise State 
Art Carmody, Louisville 

Ben Grogan, Oklahoma State 
Ross Martin, Duke 

Andy Phillips, Utah 

Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 
Roman Anderson, Houston 
Kevin Kelly, Penn State 


Taurean Henderson, Tex. Tech | 


Ka'imi Fairbairn, UCLA 
Blair Walsh, Georgia 
Billy Bennett, Georgia 
Matt Weller, Ohio 


| 
| 


KNOCKING ON THE DOOR 


(active career leaders) 


Austin Seibert, Oklahoma 
Rafael Gaglianone, Wisc. 
Jameson Vest, Toledo 


2018 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


TOUCHDOWN PASSES 


Case Keenum, Houston | 155 
Kellen Moore, Boise State 142 


Graham Harrell, Texas Tech | 134 
Colt Brennan, Hawaii 131 
Rakeem Cato, Marshall | 131 
Baker Mayfield, Oklahoma | 131 
Landry Jones, Oklahoma 123 


Ty Detmer, BYU | 121 
Aaron Murray, Georgia ! 121 
Luke Falk, Washington State | 119 


Timmy Chang, Hawaii 117 
Matt Barkley, USC | 116 
Tim Rattay, LouisianaTech | 115 
Danny Wuerffel, Florida 114 
Derek Carr, Fresno State 13 


Colt McCoy, Texas 
Brandon Doughty, W. Kty m 
Russell Wilson, NCSU/Wisc. | 109 


Tajh Boyd, Clemson | 107 
Chad Pennington, Marshall 107 
Marcus Mariota, Oregon | 105 
J.T. Barrett, Ohio State | 104 
Dan LeFevour,C. Michigan | 102 
Chase Daniel, Missouri | 101 


Chase Clement, Rice 99 
Tim Hiller, Western Michigan | 99 
Matt Leinart, USC 


KNOCKING ON THE DOOR 


(active career leaders) 


Jake Browning, Washington | 78 
Brent Stockstill, Middle Tenn. 77 
Drew Lock, Missouri 71 


RUSHING YARDS 


Ron Dayne, Wisconsin | 7,125 
Tony Dorsett, Pittsburgh . 6,526 
Donnel Pumphrey, San Diego St. 6,405 
Ricky Williams, Texas 6,279 
Charles White, USC 6,245 
DeAngelo Williams, Memphis |6,026 
Royce Freeman, Oregon 5,621 
Travis Prentice, Miami (Ohio) |5,596 
Archie Griffin, Ohio State |5,589 
Cedric Benson, Texas 5,540 
Justin Jackson, Northwestern |5,440 
LaDainian Tomlinson, TCU 5,387 
Damion Fletcher, S. Miss 5,302 
Anthony Thompson, Indiana |5,299 


Herschel Walker, Georgia 5,259 
Garrett Wolfe, N. Illinois ‘| 5,164 
Montee Ball, Wisconsin |5,140 
George Rogers, S. Carolina | 5,091 
LaMichael James, Oregon 5,082 


Ken Simonton, Oregon State |5,044 


Mike Hart, Michigan 5,040 
Avon Cobourne, West Va. '5,039 
Darren Lewis, Texas A&M 5,012 


Darren Sproles, Kansas State 
DonTrell Moore, New Mexico 


KNOCKING ON THE DOOR 
(active career leaders) 


|4,979 
14,956 


Myles Gaskin, Washington 14,055 
Jalin Moore, App. State’ 3,170 
Bryce Love, Stanford 3,127 


SEIBERT: LYNNE SLADKY / AP; JOHNSON: GARY KAZANJIAN / AP 


» RECEPTIONS 


Zay Jones, East Carolina | 399 


Justin Hardy, East Carolina 387 
Ryan Broyles, Oklahoma 349 
Corey Davis, Western Michigan | 331 
Trent Taylor, Louisiana Tech 327 
Taylor Stubblefield, Purdue 325 
Tommy Shuler, Marshall 322 
Tyron Carrier, Houston 320 
Gabe Marks, Washington State | 316 


| Josh Davis, Marshall 

| Eric Page, Toledo 

| Jordan White, W. Michigan 

| Antonio Brown, C. Michigan 

| Taurean Henderson, Texas Tech 
' Kendall Wright, Baylor 

' Armold Jackson, Louisville 

' Trevor Insley, Nevada 

| Freddie Barnes, Bowling Green 


' Geoff Noisy, Nevada 


Nelson Spruce, Colorado 


KeeSean Johnson, Fresno State 


eer re ing yards 


Davone Bess, Hawaii 

Rashaun Woods, Oklahoma St. 
Dorien Bryant, Purdue 

Jarett Dillard, Rice 

Jason Rivers, Hawaii 


KNOCKING ON THE DOOR 


(active career leaders) 


Keesean Johnson, Fresno State | 180 
T.J. Rahming, Duke | 178 


Steven Sims Jr., Kansas | 161 


|, Penny Hart, Georgia State 


RECEIVING YARDS 


Corey Davis, W. Michigan | 5,278 
Trevor Insley, Nevada 5,005 
Ryan Broyles, Oklahoma | 4,586 
Justin Hardy, East Carolina | 4,541 
Marcus Harris, Wyoming 4,518 
Patrick Edwards, Houston | 4,507 
James Washington, Okia. St.) 4,472 
Rashaun Woods, Okla. St. | 4,414 
Ryan Yarborough, Wyoming 4,374 
Troy Edwards, La. Tech 4,352 
Greg Salas, Hawaii | 4,345 
Aaron Turner, Pacific 4,345 
Zay Jones, East Carolina | 4,279 
Terance Mathis, New Mexico 4,254 
Geoff Noisy, Nevada | 4,249 
Taywan Taylor, W. Kentucky| 4,234 
Jordan White, W. Michigan 4,187 
Trent Taylor, Louisiana Tech | 4,179 
Jarett Dillard, Rice 4,138 
Darius Watts, Marshall | 4,031 
Kendall Wright, Baylor 4,004 
Troy Walters, Stanford | 3,986 
Derek Hagan, Arizona State | 3,939 
Mike Hass, Oregon State | 3,924 
Jason Rivers, Hawaii | 3,919 


KNOCKING ON THE DOOR 
(active career leaders) 


| 2,281 
Keesean Johnson, Fresno St.) 2,123 
T.J. Rahming, Duke | 2,108 


INTERCEPTIONS 


Al Brosky, Illinois 29 
Martin Bayless, Bowling Green | 27 
John Provost, Holy Cross 27 
Tom Curtis, Michigan | 25 
Tracy Saul, Texas Tech 25 
Tony Thurman, Boston College 25 
Lamont Thompson, Wash. State 24 
Jeff Nixon, Richmond | 23 
Jim Bolding, East Carolina | 22 
Terrell Buckley, Florida State 
Chuck Cecil, Arizona 

Barry Hill, lowa State 

Jim Leonhard, Wisconsin 

Ed Reed, Miami (Fla.) 

Mike Sensibaugh, Ohio State 
Alphonso Smith, Wake Forest 
Dave Atkinson, BYU 

Dre’ Bly, North Carolina 

Lynn Chandnois, Michigan State 20 
Mark Collins, Cal State Fullerton) 20 
Ray Jackson, Colorado State 
Charles Jefferson, McNeese 
Mitch Meeuwsen, Oregon State 
Artimus Parker, USC 

Kevin Smith, Texas A&M | 
Jackie Wallace, Arizona | 20 
Chris Williams, LSU 20 
Bobby Wilson, Ole Miss ' 20 
Tom Wilson, Colgate 20 
Anthony Young, Temple 20 


KNOCKING ON THE DOOR 


(active career leaders) 


Jalen Young, Florida Atlantic | 12 
Clifton Duck, App. State | 


Blace Brown, Troy 
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Sireet a Smitt'§ 2018 BOWL PROJECTIONS 


f ALABAMA Jan, 7, 2019 * ESPN 


{ cerreerrerererorrterbreerry 


COTTON BOWL fagy 


Dec. 29, ESPN ir j 


GEORGIA. 


«= New Orleans Bowl 
NORTH TEXAS SE) ARKANSAS STATE 


« Bahamas Bowl 
EASTERN MICHIGAN S& MIDDLE TENN. 


= Cure Bowl 
TEMPLE SE} GEORGIA STATE 


= Camellia Bowl 
OHIO SE) APPALACHIAN STATE 


Tournament of Roses Parade = Boca Raton Bow! 
FLA. ATLANTIC &2) NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


NEW YEAR'S DAY » New Mexico Bowl 
UAB {i WYOMING 


= Rose Bowl | = Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Wisconsin Washington BUFFALO SI COLORADO STATE 


im = Gasparilla Bowl 
(A) SOUTH FLORIDA && MARSHALL 


« Frisco Bowl 
ARMY WEST POINT && MIAMI (OHIO) 


a 

Fiesta nem Giias Vanes iow! 

Michigan ‘<i Stanford BOISE STATE S51 CALIFORNIA 

wy = Hawaii Bowl 
BYU IE] SAN DIEGO STATE 
= Quick Lane Bow! 
NORTHWESTERN SE) PITTSBURGH 

= Peach Bowl : 


« Military Bowl 
NAVY &@ BOSTON COLLEGE 


re 
a) h » Belk Bowl 
' FLORIDA && VIRGINIA TECH 


Miami (Fla.) {S) UCF 


: ; © Holiday Bowl 
| Sugar Bowl IOWA S&S usc 
Auburn (5) Oklahoma = Independence Bowl 


TEXAS A&M © LOUISVILLE 


= : 
= Cactus Bowl 
i IOWA STATE SE) ARIZONA 


CHAMPIONSHIP 


Ges 


ALABAMA CRIMSON TIDE [7] CLEMSON TIGERS 


Ga 


Og 


Dec. 29, ESPN 


coos 


= Camping World Bowl 
WEST VIRGINIA SE) NOTRE DAME 


= Texas Bowl 
TCU && DUKE 


= Armed Forces Bowl 

HOUSTON &&) OKLAHOMA STATE 
« Pinstripe Bowl 

PURDUE &% GEORGIA TECH 


= Foster Farms Bowl 
MARYLAND && UTAH 


« Alamo Bowl 
TEXAS &©) OREGON 


Citrus Bow! 
LSU BE) PENN STATE 


Music City Bowl 
TENNESSEE © N.C. STATE 


= Sun Bowl 
UCLA &&) FLORIDA STATE 


Liberty Bowl 
KANSAS STATE © MISSOURI 


Heart of Dallas Bowl 
SMU & LOUISIANA TECH 


« TaxSlayer Bowl 
MISSISSIPPI STATE ©) NEBRASKA 


« Arizona Bowl 
LOUISIANA-MONROE && FRESNO STATE 


= Outback Bowl 

MICHIGAN STATE & SOUTH CAROLINA 
« Birmingham Bowl 

KENTUCKY VS. MEMPHIS 


© Dollar General Bowl 
TOLEDO & TROY 


ROSE BOWL PARADE: CARLOS DELGADO / AP 
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TAKE US WITH YOU WHEREVER YOU GO 


The Street & Smith’s Yearbooks are available for all 
iOS devices. Now you can read the magazines, watch Sti 
videos and share your favorite content from your 
iPad, iPhone or iPod Touch. 


Download the app from the iOS App Store today! 


OUR 2018 COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL LINEUP 
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YEARBOOKS 


isi=tc} fo}, i 1} SHIPPING: $3.50 for the first magazine, +$0.50 each additional magazine 
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